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I, To 
Sin. JOuN ELIOT, Bazoxer. 


SIR, 


ff SHOULD but affront a heart which 
finds 1ts firſt pleaſure in obliging, by aſking 

a formal permiſſion to publiſh its merits, 
which alone could induce me to ſurprize _ 

'you with this addreſs. Time and diſtance 
' may have eraſed the author from your me- « 

mory, but neither can obliterate from hers 

BW the gratitude due to. gentleman, _ who 
| uniting ſympathy with ſcience, and rene. 

rofity with both, becomes to the ſuffering | 
a ſubordinate providence. Indebted to 


- your friendly endeavours nll my heart 1s 


as cold as thoſe even your | ſkill could not 


fave, I ſhall alw ays remain, 

S -R; 

| Your highly obliged, 
- Humble Servant, 


SOPHIA LEE. 
A 2 
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ADVERTISEMENT. | 


| _ NOT being permitted to publiſh the | 
— means which enriched me with the obſelete 
_ manuſcript from whence the following tale 


_ 18 extracted, is fimplicity alone can authen-_ 


_ ticate_it.—T make no apologyefor altering 


_ » the language to that of the preſent age, fince 


the author's would be frequently unintelligi- © 
\, ble =A wonderful comectdence of events - 
 fampsthe narration at leaſt withprobabihty, 


and the reign of Elizabeth was that of ro- _ 


mance. If this lady was not the child of 
FD fancy, her fate can hardly be paralleled; 


_. and the line of which: ſhe came has been - 


marked by an emineat hiſtorian, as one du- 
\ tinguilhed alike by ſplendor and miſery. 


The charaRters interwoven in this ſory 


agree, in'the outline, with hiſtory; and if 


love, or friendſhip, veil a fault, or irradiate 
A virtue, it is but reaſonable to allow of a 
weakneſs all feel in fome particular wſtance. 
Hiſtory, like painting, only perpetuates the: 


_ firiking features of the mind ; whereas the _ 


beſt and worſt actions of princes often pro- 
ceed from partialities and prejudices, which 


"hve in their hearts, and are buried with 


them. 


. The... 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The depredations of time have leftchaſms 

_ 1n the ſtory, which ſometimes only heightens 

the pathetic. An inviolable reſpect for 

truth would not permit me to attempt con- 

__ neaing theſe, even. "wore they WPEnn 
[| faulty. 
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YA To the hearts of both ſexes rature e has : 
| _ enriched with ſenfibility, and experience 
Bs with refinement, this tale is hunibly offered; 
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TD. Na EY 
ADELAIDE MARIE DE MONTMORENCI. _ 


A FTER a long and painful journey through life, 
with a heart exhauſted by aflictions, and eyes which, 
_ can _no longer ſupply tears. to lament them, I turn wr 
_ every thought toward that grave on the verge- of which 
I hover. Oh! why then, too generous triend, require 
me to live over my misfortunes? Such has been the pe-_ 
culiarity of my fate, that though tortured with the pol- _ 
ſeſfion and the loſs of every tye or hope that exalts or 
_ endears humanity, let but this feeble frarge be covered. 
with the duſt from which it ſprung, and no trace of my 
_ ever having exiſted would remain, exc2pt in the wound- 
e:] conſciences of thoſe who marked me oat a ſolitary 
victin to the crimes of my progenitors : For ſurely } 
could never merit by my 0v:n miſery of living as I have | 
{one--of dying as i mult do. Pr Sos 
Alas! your partial ah2Hion demands a memorial 
which calls back to being all the ſad images, buried in 
iny bolom, and opens anew every vein. of my heart. 
Yet conſummate miſery has #4 moral uſe, and if ever | 


- theſe. 
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_— —— - 


"Mt. 


dg 


: THE RECESS, &. 


theſe ſheets reach the public, let the repiner at little 
evils learn to be juſter to his God and limſelf, by una- 
voudable compariſon. But am I not aſſuming an info- 
ient confequence in thus admoniſhing? Alas, it is the 


«car-bought privilege of the unfortunate to be tedious ! 
_ Mylite commenced with an incident ſo extraordinary 


a: the following fats alone could incline any one to cre- 
As ſoon as capable of refleftion, I found myſelt 

anda fifter of my own age, in an apartment with a lady, 

2nd a maid older than herſelf. Every day furniſhed us 


with whatever was neceſſary for ſubſiſtence or improve- 
_ ment, tupphet as it ſeemed by fome inviſible hand ; for 
| rarely ouited either of the few who commonly ſur- 


rounded me. This Receſs could not be called a cave, 


| becauſe it was compoled of various rooms ; and the 
_ Jtores were obviouſly uvited by laber ; yet every room © 


was Giftc, ard d' vide from the reſt, by a vaulted paſ- 
2c with many fairs, while our light proceeded trom 


{mall caſements of painted glaſs, ſo infinitely above 


our reach that we could never ſeek a world beyond; and 


___ todimthatthe beamsof the ſun were almoſt a new object 
to us when wequitted this retirement, 'Theſe remarks 


occuried as our minds unfolded ; ſo: at firſt ve were 
content, through habit and ignorance, nor once bettows- 
e1 a thought on ſurrounding objets. 'Thelady I have. 


' inentioned called us her children, and carreſſed us both 
_ with parental fondneſs. Bleſt with every gentle charm, 


it is not wonderful ſhe fully poſſefſed the affetions of 
thoſe who had no one elle to 1dolize. Every morning 
ve met ina larger room than the reſt, where a very ve- 


_nerable man performe] maſs, and concluded with a dil- 


courſe calculated to endear retirement. From him ve 
Lcarnt there was a terrible large place called the world, 
wher? a few haughty individuals commanded miſerable 
millions, whom a few artful ones made fo; that Pro- 


_ videnee had graciouſly reſcued us from both. nor could 


we ever be {ſufficiently grateful. Young hearts teem 
with unſormed ideas, and ae but too fulceptible ct 


elevated and enthuſiaſtic impreſſions. "Lime gave ihis 
man inſeaublyan influence over vs, as a ſuperior being, 
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co which his appearance greatly contributed. ow, oe 


a tall and robuit figure habited in black, and marked 


by a commanding auſterity of manners. Bis features 


bore the traces of many torrows, and a kind of early 


old age, which intereſted every obſerver. 'The fire 
and robiliy of his eye, the graceful.-ſs of his decay, 
and the heart-afſeQing ſolemnity of has voice, 


_w hit on his reverend temples groav 


The bloſſoms of the grave, 


gave an authority almoſt irreſiſtible to Father Anthony, 
as we called him irom hearing our mamma, to whoin 


we underftood he was a brother. He uſually partook our 


"dinner, and from that time till the next morning va- 


niſhed, for we knew not kow or where he went. 'The 
interval we paffed 1n little ufetul works, or in conver- 
ſation with our mamma, whoſe only employment vas 
that of forming our minds, for the . world we were 
taught to dicad. . She was our world, all the tender-. 
affectiors, of which I have ſince proved my heart fo 
full, centered in her, and my fifter. Time and ſorrow 
Had given a wan delicacy to features exquiſitely regu- 
lar, while the ſoft ſymmetry of her perſon unned every 
common idea of beauty and elegarceto a {eminine help- 
lfinefs, which 1s, v hen unaffected, the moſt intereſting 
of all charms. Her temper vas equal, and her under- 
flanding enriched by a nioft extentive know Jedge, to 
which the was every day adding by perpetual ſtudy.— 


- Tnclined ftrongly by nature to ſerious retleGiion, andall 


her favourite employmer.ts, I uied to pais thoſe hows 
at her fide Eliitor devoted to her play-thin;'s, or to 


Alice, v hoſe memory was overcharged with thote mar- 


vellous tales children.always Celight in. As our ideas * 


_ every day expanded, we thought more and more cor:- 


cerning our origin, and our impriſonment. We knew 
Father Anthony conſtantly diſappeared, but how or 
where was a ſecret beyond our compreherfion ; for in 
all our reſearches we never found a door except thoſe 
common to the fzmily, and which ſhut us from the 

5 | 7 "A:4 7 +50 ade 
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world, Ellinor, whoſe lively imagination readily im- 
bibed the romantic and extravagant, conjectured we 


_ were in the power of ſome giant; nay, ſuch was her 


diſguſt to Father Anthony, that ſhe ſometimes appre 


| hended he was a magician, and would one day or 0- 


ther devour us. TI had a very different idea; and fan- 
cied our retreat. a hollowed circle to ſeclude us from 
the wicked, while Father Anthony was our guardian 
genius, Frequently we by agreement interrogated 
Alice, who though fond to the common CGegree of an 
old nurſe of both, but - more el pectally Ellen, refiſted 


thoſe little arts nature herlelf wſpires. Our mamma 


we now and then ventured to ſound, but her gravity 
always diſconcerted us, and we retreated from a Vain. 


She once abſented herſ-If fourteen days, and left us 


_ to our own conjeQures, in a ſpot truly chearleſs. Part 


of the time we ſpent in ſearching once more tor a door, 
and the reſt in childiſh lamentations for her loſs ; which 
Alice ſtill afturei us would be but a temporary ore — 


_ Inflexible 1n the diſcharge of her duty, the fiill perſifted 
'1n locking our apartment every day after dinner, at | 
v.hich time all who had occaſion, doubtleſs, paſſed in 


and out of the Receis. _ | ES ven 
| Being deprived of my cuſtomary refource, Looks, to 


amuſe a part of our melancholy leiſure, we mutually 


agreed to invent tales from the many whole-:ength | 
pictures which ornamented the belt room, and to 


take them as they came alternately. Ellinor readily 
_ invented a ludicrous ſtory upon the portrait of an old 
man, which made us both laugh heartily. I turned 


my eyes to conſider what 1 ſhould ſay about the next ; 
they reſted on the figure of a man oli noble micin, his 


dreſs I then knew no name tor, but have {ince found to. 
| be armour; a page held his helmet, and his hair, of a 


pale brown, fell over his ſhoulders. He was lurround- 


_«(l with many emblems of marual merit, and his eyes, 


which ſeemed bent on me, were full of a tender ſw eet-. 


'neſs. A ſentiment of veneration, mingled with a ſur- 
priling ſoftneſs, pierced my foul at once; my torgue 
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faultered with a nameleſs idea, and I refted my head 
againft the ſhoulder of my {ifter, that dear etr] turn | 
ed to me with quickrels, and the beam of her eye. was 
| like that of the picture. I ſurveyed her over aud over 
' and found in eve:y feature the itronger retemblance ; 
when the frowned, the had all ns a1 inty ;.,vben ſhe 
ſmiled, all his fweetneſs. An ave, 1 could r0' cON- 
quer, made me unabfe to lorm any tale on ihat Iiub- 
jeR, and I direfted wy aitention tov ard the next. It”; 
repreſented a lady in the flowey of youth, dried in 
mourning, and ſeeming in every teature to be marked 
by ſorrow ; a black veil halt ſhaded a coronet the wept. 
over. If the Jaſt picture awakened veneraton, this 
ſeemed to call forth a thouſand mciting ferfations ;. the 
tears ruſhed 1nvoluntary into our Syes, and,. claljing, 
we wept upon the botoms of each other. © Ah! 
who can theſe be? crie:l we both together. Why do 
our hearts thus throb betore inatwmete canvas ! turely 
every thing we behold is but part of one. freat myt- 
tery; when, will tae day come, detiired to clear it 
up?!” We walked arm ant arm round, and moralized 
on every portran, but nore intereſted us like theie; 
ne were never weary of Jurveying or talking atout 
them; a young heart 1s frequently encrofled by a fa- 
vourite idea, amid all the glare of the g1cat woil:i; nor 
is it then v.vndertul ours were thus poReſſed when en- 
tombet alive in ſuch a rarrow boundary. I knea n6t 
why, by we lived in the pretence of theſe pictures as © 
if they underſtood us, and bluthed when we were owl- 
ty of the ſligheft folly. | ET o 
'The moment our mamma returned, we flew into her 
arms, and interrupted her tender careſſes with impor- 
tunate enquiries concerning thele favourite pictures. She 
regarded us with aftonithment, her eyes filled with 
tears, and the bad us leave her to recover hericli alone. 
Shortly after ſhe ſummoned Alice, and held with her a 
converſation which reſtored her tranquility; but ſhe * 
_ carefully avoided our enquiries, endeavou:; 19 tO diver. 
ſity our hours by mulic, drawing, poctry, ecography, 
and every ornamental branch of education. Whenever * 
| Faggt 
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_ we verge] toward an hint about the. retreat—-** wait, 
my dear girls, ſhe wy ould ſay, the appointed hour—alas, 
"i one may tollow it, when you will wiſh yourtelves ftili 
 wuniniormed. —Imprefied with an undefinable melan- 
| _choly, ouryears paſſed on *till womanhood approached. 
Vi | Pardon me 1t [I linger over theſe ſcenes ; I have but 
[| ſew luch to relate, and they are all of my life upon 
"1 which my heart dared to pauſe. How are we'born to 
Li _ invent our own muteries ! We ſtart forward from the 
J. you, of youth, fearleſs and impatient, nor know the 
| | heights ard depths through which we mult labour; _ 
opp:etled in turn by every element, and often over- 
whelmed with the m ft infupportable of all burthens, 
our own Gilfatisfied fouls. How have I wept the mo- 
_- ment I quitted the Receis—a moment I then lived but. 
um hopeof! Tote always erriog, is the weakneſs of 
| humanity, and to be always repeatiny;, its puniſhment. 
Alas! could we learn wifdom without experience, 
mankind would perhaps be too happy. Uo 
Father Anthony m time ingratiated himſelf with us, 
by his continual remoaſtrances againſt our being ſhut 
up 11 a place which bounded our ideas fo much that he 
_ deſpaired of making us comprehend half of what he 
taught us. . We leconded his advice with endleſs in- 
_ _ treaties. Our mamma, who was perſuafion ufelf in her 
Wo own perſon, was not proof againf it in that ©fanother. 
4 _*« Alas, my children, would ſhe often fay, by what 
s | fatality do you ſo pationately defire to leave a home 
| you will hereafter remember with pleaſure full of re- 
|  pret ? In vain you would return to it—you will loſe _ 
- nn tafle for the tranquil enjoyments this ſolitude offers, 
without perhaps finding any to ſupply them. Yet far 
l be the ſeifiſh weakneſs Jo my heart of puniſhing you 
1 _ even ſor your welfare. You {hall fee this admired world. 
May it ever plcafe you, as it will at firſt fight! 
We embraced her with youthful tranſport, and then 
each other—** We ſhall yo at laſt, exclaimed both to- 
(| ether, we ſhall ſee many more like ourſelves !” 
I ” + What ſay you, children? cried ſhe; ah! you will 
Li] -fre ſew indeed like yourſeives.” | 
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The next day was POTN) for our exfranchiſe- 


ment. We packed and unpacked our little luggage 
fifty times over for mere employment *t1ll the appoint- 
ed hour came; when we we were ſummoned to the 


chamber of our only friend, who was walking about | 


apparently agitated with a ſecret. 


«© Are you grieve, mamma, cried I that we are | 
going to be happy * 


«+ Ah, no, Matilda ' I am qiewd. hav I think 
you are juſt ceaſing to be ſo. In this peacetul ſolitude 
TI could ſupply to you every loſt relation—the adopted 

children of my heart, I flood between you and a fate 


at once diſtinguiſhed, obſcure and atfefting—Alas, 


why do you wreſt yourtelves and your ſecret from me ? 
Why do you oblige me to tell you, you mult never 


more call me any thing but Mrs. Marlow ye 


- « Never more call "ou mamma | lighed I,- - Inecks- 


rently, who then are our parents *' | 
© You have no father, he who gore you a > being 


| fleeps in the boſom of God.” 


_* Our mother— Ng | ' 
« Lives—but not for you—enquire » no fas let 


When the time requires it, I ſhall ditcloſe your whole _ 


ftory;—weep no more, my lovely, my affecting girls ; 


I have loft but a name; for my nature is una terable. 
All who will ſee us know I never was married, which 


 _ abſolutely compelled me to this diſcovery, But I dare 
| believe they will rely on my reQitude, and welcome 
you by whatever name I thall give you. Reaſons you 
will hereafter know, induce me always to conceal a re- 


treat, where alone I could have hid you, and both 


muſt, eve we leave 1t, Jolemnly promiſe never to dif- 
cloſe the ſecret.” 


Chilled with this ſolemn preparation, our deſire of 
liberty vaniſhed : we felt like haks ftruck from the 


chain of creation; and ftill with reſtleſs i imaginations. 
explored the remainder of a myſtery which we wept 
| by anticipation. * She lives, but not for you !'' were * 
words whoſe ſound mihewta to my heart, while pleaſure TSR 


danced 


you to fear "SOR 


_ Kill exiſting before me. 'The rich dew-drops, thoſe 
jewels with which nature decks her boſom, glittering 
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. danced around me, and the doubt attending the future, 


often robbed the prefent of enjoyment. 


After we had made at her knees the ſtrict promiſe 


_ required, ſhe muffled our faces, and taking my hand, 


as Alice did my fiiter's, led us through many cold palſ- 
1ages tor ſome minutes; when unbinding our eyes, we. 


found ourſelves in a noble cloifter. We flew into the 


rarden it bordered, and how ſtrong v as the impreffion - 
ot the ſcene betore us! from the manſion, which flood 
on a hill, ſpread a rich and fertile valley, mingled vith 


thickets, half ſeen or cluſtered hamlets, while through 


the living landſcape flowed a clear river, 
: —and to the main, 


The Iiguid ferpent drew his filver train. 


— The ſun was finking, involved in ſwelling waves of 
gold and purple, upon whom we almoſt gazed ourſelves 


; blind : tor though we had often read and heard of his 
_ efulvence, the author of univerſal being can alone di{- 
play tt. Imagination, Madam, may ſometimes ſur- 


pals the wonders of art, but thoſe of nature leave ail 
imacination lar behind. - 


Mrs. Mariow led us through the Abbey, which 


might rather be called a paiace : it was erecied upon 
the ruins of a Monaftery, deſtroyed at the Reformation, 
_and {till was called by the name of Qt. Vincent. it had 


a!l the Gothic magniſicence andelegance, and we learnt | 
with pleaſure that Mrs. Marlow, the fiſter of its own- 


_ er, Lord Scroope, was confidereil by every ſervant as 
ts miſizeſs. A noble apartment within hers was allotie!{ 


for us, and the charms of the new world mingled with 
our - melancholy reveries, alike deſtroyiny our rett. 


The rifing of the ſun, whoſe firſt beams gilt our win- 


dows, rouzed us entirely. Methinks, while | expati= 
ate on thele trifles, time ſeems ſuſpended, and the ſcene 


to the rays that wandered over the graſs : the various 


anicnals that ſeemed to derive a daily exiſtence from the 
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" return of that glorious orb: the morning hymn of the 
_ ©winged creation, all wed to awaken our gratitude, 
and humble us before the author of our being. ** Ac- 
cept, oh God, would we cry ſpontaneouſly, the ado- 
1ation of two hearts, who know no claim in this mighty 
_ univerſe but thee ! oh deign to bleſs the defire of doing 

_— the power! and 1t only ſorrow touch our 


Maris, ſanctity it with refignation : ſo when time deli 


Vers US up to eternity, hope may be cur conduQor !” 


We were delighted with a playful groupe of fawns 


_ and deer, with whom we longed to frohc, and ſtole | 


through Mrs. Marlow's chamber into the park, by a 
| paſſage ſhe had pointed out to us the day before. What 


was our ſurprize when we ſaw thoſe with whom we 


had in idea mingled, were large fierce creatures, and 


that had they not run from us, we muit from them ; 


_ that every bird feared its natural protector, and that 
_ may lived in continual warfare with every thing 1a 


creation, even to his own ſpecies ! 


. 


TI am tedious, and muſt have done with theſe pueril;- | 


ties, which yet on reflection yield the pureſt pjeaſures 


of our lives. Mrs. Marlow procured for us the beſt in- 
 fiructors in every art and fcier.ce that remote refivence 


 finith to our manners, precept never can. Extremely 


detached, by our fituation, from ſociety, we eafily dil- 


cerned Mrs. Marlow was willing we {could be fo, Yor | 
ſhe frequently expreſſed anxiety at the thoughts of Lord _ 


Scroope's return; who, I underſtand, was tent ambal- 
ſador to the Hague from Queen Elizabeth, Our mal- 
_ ters, our ſervants, and the various ruſtics who tenanted 

the eſtate, met in the chapel of St. Vincent's Abbey 


ence a week, and thoſe were all our intercourſe with 


ſociety. On the evening of every SunCay we regularly 
went to the ce}l of Father Anthony, which was a cot 


raiſed by Lord yy (ro whom he ſtood in the ſame __ 
relation as Mrs. Marlow) on the verge of a very large 


wood which ſheltered the manſion behind. Here, while 
ve were indulced with all thoſe fimple repaſts novelty 


_ gives charms to, our minds were enlarged by converia-. 
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tions on every gy” merge or inſtruſtive. If benevo-. 
lence drew Mrs. Marlow abroad, ſhe made us always 


| her compamons, and pave her alms bur through our 


hands ; ordering us ever to add ſome mite of our own, 


In proportton to our means. Avarice is rare)y the vice _ 
_ of youth; at leaſt, if ] may judge by my own heart ; 
| for the chief joy of receiving, to me, was that of giy- 


ing. Nor could Charity have deicended to earth 1n a 


_ more lovely torm than that of Mrs, Marlow. Ata _ 
_ tale of diitreſs her eye aſſumed a melting beniguny 


rarely teen, and never deſcribed ;. while her approach 


_ gave that pleaſure to every ſufferer, - one ſhould feel at 
the vitible preſence of a guardian angel. 


oy 


Three years elapfed in this manner, ere Lord Scroope 
returned ; and when he did, he was ſo deeply engaged 
mn politics, that the various preſents he coatinually feat 


from Lendon, was to us the only difference. 


Still the fad ſad—* your mother lives—but not for 
you !” rung through our hearts occafionally ; ftill we 
equally defired to Afcover the Receſs; and wandered 


_ through St. Vincent's Abbey with ihe ſame curioſity 


we once before did through that. The more we re- 


fleRted, the more we were convinced it muſt be near 


W us; but the reſpet we had tor Mrs. Marlow's ſolemn 


__ tmjunetions, ſealed our lips to every ſervant, and we 
' Never were allowed to ramble unattended. =» 


Mrs. Marlow, endued with the pureft principles, 


Juſtly conceived happineſs the nobleſt uſe of underttand- 
 1ns; and bent her whole attention towards convincing. 
us, the tate appointed us was the moſt defireable in the 
world. *© Here, woutd the ſay, in a happy retirement, | 


free alike from the drudgeries of high or low bfe, peace 


$ . and innocence becalms your kearts, and blooms on your | 


cheezs. Unenvying and unenvied as now, may that 
moment find you none can avoid ! Ah, how unlike the 
vices and miſeries of a court ! 'There you can have no 
vice 1o 1njurious to yourſelves as fincerity ; no merit 
like hypocriſy. Love and friendſhip are unknown, and 

their names made uſe of but to entrap the unwary. 
Women that have beauty are deftroyed by 3t, and = 
| | | | who 
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who have not, are negleacd. The gifts of man take 
place of the gitis of God, and money alone conſiitutes 
_ merit,—Ah, never! never ! my dear girls, can you e- 
nouyh bleſs that indulgent Providence, which with- 
draws you from 1t !” feowe Page DEE ES 
Shall I confefs my vanity? when I looked in the 
_elats, I did not think I ſtould be negleRted, even at 
| Court. I had no oppormnity for forming any com- _ 
- pariſon indeed; for the ruſtics around us, fcorched with 
t01l, had only charms enough left to they what they 
wight have been with care. "The clearneſs of my com- | 
plex10n, and the delicacy 'of my features, left me no 
_ equal, but my ſiſter; Nay, even our habits, though 
_ often only of a finer cambiet than theire, were made 1n 
io different a maaner, that they did not appear to be 


__ compoſed of the ſame materials, 


__ However diſpoſed to profit by the advice of our 
more than parent, Heaven did not perinit us to be hap- | 
py, The clouds broke at once-over our heads ; Mrs. 
Marlow, our only tie 6n earth, and therefore doubly 
# pages, was ſeized with a fever; the more dangerous, 
becauſe it was not violent enough at firft to ſhew icteit. 
_ 'To paint our diftraction would be a vain attempt. 
| Kneeling on each fide her bed, for fourteen days and 
_ nights, we by tears and inward ſupplications perſecuted 


- the Almighty. __ Aﬀectionately - attached to us, ſhe 


 Kruggled for our ſakes with the diſorder, *till having 
worn her down to a ſkeleton, it beyos at laſt to abate; 

but notwithſtanting every effort of art, could never be 
_ eradicated. Scarce had we breathed after this diitrels, 
when aan expreſs from London delivered a pacquet to 
Mrs. Marlow, which occaſioned her :nfiantly to furn- 
mon Father Anthony; they remained mn conſultation 
tor ſome tim?, when they bad Alice order us inflantly. 
to join them. BY. A ab 
__ + My children, faid Mrs. Marlow, faintly, an un- 
foreſeen event obliges us once more to retire to the Re- 
_ ceſs. Every thing 1s at-this moment preparing for our 
_ reception. You are now at years to judge of the im- 
portance of us concealment, nor will I longer make it 


a mwyl.. 
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a myſtery, —But why thus aflit yourſelves for a tem- 


porary reſtraint ? If I am willing, for your ſakes, to 
be carried thither, like a corple into a tomb, turely 


you will not be ſo ungenerous as to vent one fſelfiih 


lamentation ?” _ ECO BYE bo 1 
Eftectually filenced by this noble reprool, we col- 


 letei, in confulion and grief, our clothes and orna- 


ments; when returning to her room, we found there. 
Father Anthony, an old domeſtic called James, Alice, 


_ aad the houſekeeper; who having difperied the other 


 tervams, preceeded us to a ſtore room on the ground 


Noor, and opening a preſs, unfaſtened a falſe back, 
which conducted us into a clofet, dark, but for our 
torches. She then lifted a part of the floor, fitted 


_ very neatly, and diſcovered a narrow pair of flairs, | 


down which we went; leaving her behind, and eltec- 
tually ſecured ourſelves, by bolting it firmly on the 
inſide. We pafſed through ſeveral=fubterraneous pal- 

fages built on arches, and preſerved from damps by 


_ cavities which paſſed through every ſtatue that orna- 
mented the garden, *till at laſt we reached our priſon. 
But judge of my aſtoniſhment, when I found the 1o 


often ſought-entrance was a door of the ſize of that 
Portrait which firſt gave me. ſuch fingular ſenſations, 
ard which I perceived was made to fall together; with 


ather Anthony filenced the exclamations I would 


i "A ſpring almoſt imperceptible. 


have made, and drew me at once to*'Mrs. Marlow; who, 


Pale and lifeleſs with the fatigue of this removal, gave 
additional terrors to the moment. Whether the agita- 


ton of her mind increaſed her malady, or it was ori- 
ginally beyond cure, I know not; hut ſaw, with 


{peechleſs affliction, trom the moment of our return 
to the Receſs, ſhe would never leave it alive. Ercloted 
12 a ſpot without ſufficieat air, at endance, or advice, 


we ſaw her ſtnith her generous attachment to us, by re- 
ſotutely reſifting our entreaties. 5 OE 


*© Let us quit this dreary place, 1 would ſay, if but. 


for a cottage. Let us not, in loſing you, have the 
_erue] aggravation of contributing to fo great a misſor- 


tune, 
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t :ne——Ch ! what more can we have to fear, than the loſs 
of all we love ?? | Sons 
© Why, why, my chil d:en, returned ſhe, thus em- 

bitter a common fate'? Can I, who have voluntarily 


paſſed my youth 'in a tomb, dread to bury my duft in - 


man could avert the {troke when God recalls us, how-_ 
_ ever wife or willing. If I had been taken earlier from 
- you, indeed, heavy to all muft have been the calamity; | 


nt ? You know my opinion is ſingular, nor do I think 


but after having taught you to live, there remains this . | 


only leffon, and my Cuty 3s complete; you now are en- 
abled to judge for yourtelves, confice in God, and he 
will not deſert you. i De na eps, Pas 
i Alas! would I cry, drowned in tears, from your 
eye alone have we learnt w hen we did any thingaright, 
we ſhall no longer know good from evil when 
that dear eye 1s cloſed.” | So an Et Pg 
- < Matilda, replied ſhe with a ſolemn air, remember _ 
only when you are called to any important ation, to | 
conſult your heart in ſolitude ; God has placed in that - 
heart an unerring monitor, and if we hear not the ſmall 
Rill voice, it is becauſe we drown it in the noiſe of the 
world; then/ſhall we meet again to part no more; then 
at the tribunal of the Moſt Hioh, 1 ſhall etadly-fay, 
© theſe treaſures, O. Lord, didit thou intrufſt to my 
hand unſullied, behold even ſo I reftore them.” -- _ 
Riſing up as ſhe pronounced theſe words, ſhe held 
a hand of each: of us to her hcart, while her eyes 
ſtreaming with a kind of glory when lifted toward her 
Creator. Never did I ſee ſuch an animated figure ; 
her ſoul ſeemed that moment burſting from 1s beau 
teous manſion to join 1ts fiſter angels. Ge RF Ton 
___©4* Matilda and Ellinor, my more than children, you 
recolle&t, ſaid {he, I ſuppreſſed your curiofity once, by 
telling you, I would reveal your ſecret finally when _ 
the hour demanded it. That hour is come. -Alas! I. 
_ cannot but weep to remember, that a thouſand intereſt- 
ing ideas are now going to withdraw your affe&tions 
from her who agonizes over you.” LORE 
We kiffed her hand in ſpeechleſs ſforrow—* "Tis 


.true, 
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_norance of the fate of her child; mifſeral 
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true, continuel ſhe, my brother might hereafter diſcloſe 
your Itory, *but there are among its 16cidents, ſome. 
that need the gentleneſs of a woman to teach you to 


bewatl, without imitating. ' In this little hiftory you | 
will find the full motive of my retreat, an the means 
by which it was effected. 


* You already know I hh fiſter to the preſent Lord 


 Seroope, but you know not that have derived my birth 
from the ili-judged zeal of my mother, Bred np a 
Papiſt, the no ſooner entertained a paſſion for Lord 


vcroope, than jhe formed a delign to convert him to 


the Catholic reiigion. She . was. handſome, as I have 


- always heard, and he was young ; he s Lap) to be 


ſenfible of her etforts, which redoubled her zeal. She 


thought the love of Heaven alone actuated her heart, 


but he took advantage of thofe moments, and the tound 


_ too late ſhe had ſacrificed her o:yn foul's welfare to his 


mmdulgence: her relations, who had the more*encourag- 


ed her, as my father was a great match in point of 


fortune, exaſperated at an error they ought rather to. | 


| Have charged themſelves with, ſhut her up, and treated 


her with the utmoſt rigour.. EP OD as et, 
_ ®* In this terrible firuation ſhe was delivered of me; 
her relations took me inſtantly from her fight; they 


_ wrapt me 1n the moſt diſgracetul habiliments, and ſent 
me with a letter full of the bittereft threats and taunts, 


to my father. Far from feeling that indifference very. 


__ often young men uſual y behold their offspring with, 

he received me as the firft gift of Heaven, aud commit- 
ing me to the charge of proper people, made me of 

no leſs Sons than it I had beeq his legitimate 


daughter, and heireſs of his eſtate. _ Ha 
© In the mean time my mother was kept in total i- 
| m her o04n_ 

heart, and eternally taunted for the diſgrace the had 


\ brought on her family, the at length refolved to make 

| me hs | 

- 3n his houſe the treaſure of all her hopes, her child; 
but as ſhe was not of aze to be independent, on her be- 


pe to Lord Scroope;—theeffetted it, and found 


in2 diſcovered by her kindred, ſhe was again torn From. 
ry N18 
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his arms, and I was for ever bereaved of a mother be- 
fore I was ſenlible-T had one. How oſten did my tather ' 
_ repent his injuſtice to her! it hung heavy on his ſoul in 
lite, and was mott terrible in death. In vain he ſought 
| her, for never from, that hour did Heaven permit the 
erring pair to meet# A few years afterwards he mar-. 
ried, and had by his wife the preſent Lord ; this cir- 
cumftance, far trom leſſening his affection, enfeared 
me {iz]1l more to him ; he remembered I had no fertuue 
| but from his bounty, no claim but on his heart. His 
lady having no more childien, began to conſider me as 
her daughter, and the misfortune of my birth was al-_ 
molt {orcotten. In this ſituation I giew up, careſied 
ty all his friends, and admired infinitely more than I 
_ deferved; for, from the time my brother grew of age 
10 appear in the world, Lord Scrcope hadleft St, Vin- 
_cent's Abbey tor the Court. Many, matches offered, 
of which my father oſten entreaied me to chuſe. I 
however ſaw no man with a prefererce; and as I was 
ſenſible my heart was too tender not to become partal, ' 
I withed to evade all propofals till then. I had in this. 
interval the misfortune 10 loſe my father, whoſe ſenſes 
failing him in his laſt fickneis, he had no power to make 
a neceſſary proviſign ſor me; yet in his delirium he rav- 
ed of me and my” mother continually. I felt this loſs 
the leſs ſenfibly, as I was treated with the utmoit gere- 
roſy and tenderneſs by my brother and the dowager 
Lady Scroope ; but I tound my train of admirers di- 
 miniſh apace, when. one appeared, who atoned in my. 
_ eyes for the loſs of a thouſand. He, was a young Weſt- _ 
Indian, pollefled of a conftiderable fortune, an amiable 
_ perſon, and an untainted heart. When I lay 1 loved 
Fey ſpeak but coldly; you will know how well here- 
after. Mr. Colville, for that was his name, was of a 
| character too much reſembling the youngLord Seroope's, 
not to be favoured by im. He proved by the genero- 
| ity of bis behaviour, the ſincerity of his love; neither 
the nus{ortune of my birth, or want of riches, dimi- 
miſhed his ardor ; but, rather, on the contrary, aug- 
raented it. His fortune was independant, and 1 was 
not deſirous of more than a very moderate competence. 


'The 
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'The day of our marriage was fixed, and arrived equal- 
 Iy wiſhed by both. We were unutd in the preſence of 
the Lord and Lady Scroope, who had loaded me with 
_ noble preſents. . Our hearts. were gay, and a large 
company afſembled on the occaſion. invented a thou- 
_ {and diverſions. I was fitting afte® dinner at the head 
_ | of the table ſinging, when a ſervant entered and whiſ- 
| pered my huſband ; he roſe up and followed him into 
the next room; 'my eyes were induſtrious to find him, 
and as he left the door open, I perceived him, from: an 
_  oppolite pier-glaſs, take a packet of letters from a man, 
he held them in his hand till I ceaſed ſinging, and then 
\ began reading : he continued to do ſo fome minutes, 
when I ſaw his hand ſhake with great violence, which 
ſoon diminiſhing, he tell to the ground. I ftarted up_ 
in the utmoſt apitation,—he was cold and convulſed. 
I took up ihe papers, . but had not read half as far, be- 
fore II was as intenſible as himſelf. _ INE 
___ (Mrs. Marlow was ſo affected at this paſſage, ſhe had 
noi power to proceed ; at laſt recovering, the held up. 
Her hands, while her fine eyes were drowned in tears, 
and repeated) | TE 
* Let me not, oh God, fince I ſurvived that moment, 
fink under the remembrance of it ! I muſt cut ſhort de- 
 ſeription, my children, on. a circumſtance which 1o 
_ nearly affeCfts my heart. The letters were from his mo-- 
ther ; after telling him ſt; had ſuffered him to depart 
with the more eaſe for England, as ſhe wiſhed to have 
| an opportunity of erg a ſecret to him, ſhame had 
long 1ſuppreſled, and which her decaying health forbid 
08, ba to conceal, ſhe related the incidents of her 
life ; a few of which decided our fate, and convinced 
me the ſame parents gave birth to both. What aterri- 
_ ble diſcovery ! I ſhall paſs over thoſe events you already 
know, and only mention, that on being forced by her 
tyrannical relations from Lord Scroope's hoyſe, they 
ſent her under the care of an uncle, in the Spaniſh ſer- 
vice, to the Weſt-Indies. During the paſſage, ſhe 
found herſelf again with-child; her kinſman, exaſpe- 
rated at* this circumftance, uſed every mgans to prevail 
| on 
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on her to marry Mr. Colville (a ſettler whoſe planta- 
tions joined his, and was a paſſenger on board the ſame 


veſſel) without acquainting him with her fituation. 


Perſecuted and dilirefſed on all fides, ſhe at laſt took 
a reſolution on the firſt occaſion, to declare all to her 
lover. His affiduity furniſhed her with one ere long, 
which ſhe did not neglect. As ſoon as he had con- 
_ quered' his ſurpriſe, he affured her ſhe ſhould never re- | 
pent her generous confidence in his honour, which af. 
teC&ted him the more ſenſibly, as his friend would mean-_ 
ly have deceived him. He owned himlelt fo attached, 
_ that if ſhe could give up fruitleſs hopes to partake his 
fortune, he would marry her directly, without claiming 
any right from the ceremony, but that of releaſing her 
from the tyranny of her kindred, and hereafter provid- 
mg m the ſame manner for her child as he would for 
any of his own. Overcome with the {ſeverity of her 
treatment, from thoſe who were bound to pity her, 
and fenfible the ſtranger who could ſpeak ſo generouſly 
on the ſubject, might make her as happy as the now _ 
durft hope to be, ſhe requelted time 10 deliberate on 
the propoſal; he granted it. Some days elapſed, dur- 
ing which, ſhe refolved to ſecure to herielt the privi- 
lege of keeping. one of her children, by conſenting. 
 'T hey were united by a holy {ather then on board, who, 
at Mr. Colville's defire, gave out he had married them 
two months before in Tondon, but concealed it from 


ſome motives reſpeCling the lady's triends. Her uncle, 


under whole care the was, not fjuſpecting the ecclair- 
ciflement, was aſtoniſhed how ſhe had brought her 
lover to conſent to this ; but as his authority was at an 
end by her compliance with his withes, he affected the 
utmoſt ſatisfaction, and offered them ſome valuable 
Preſents. Mr. Colville, whoſe ingenuous heart ab- 
h orred his meanneſs, .retuſed with contempt thoſe poor 
compenfſations, for a deceit which might have proved ſo 
_ fatal to his happineſs; nor left him -to ſuppole, he was 


' Ignorant of the favour intended him. He painted the 


infamy of the progtes ny in the ſtrongeſt colours, and 
cn tae.r a"nval at Jan.aica, carr:e i his bride to his own 
ned plantation, 
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fon, to you, and here I firſt learnt to be happy. The 


_ed and obtained my whole heart. Ir ſeemed as if the 
 fincerity of my conduct had cancelled its errors ; I 
may truly fay, I never ſaw him careſs you, without 


 Rowed on you. You grew up without my ever heaz- 


; thought of him ; nature taught you to recall him to 


_ Whom you doubtleſs remember. A generous, though 


Mr. Colvi 
him forget what he promiſed reſpedting you. Hea-_ 
_ filial gratitude over his grave, my ſon, remember that 
made it very 1impropcr I ſhould intruſt to you a ſecret 


 ſenfible of the neceſſity, I have, fince his death, a 


up the deſign. At laft, my dear child, you rendered it 
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plantation, without deigning to take leave of her rela- 
tion, *© Here, faid the dear lady, I gave birth, my 


generous kindneſs with which Mr, Colville treated 


you, the unwearied attention he ſhewed to me, deſery- 


ardently withing you had a claim to the name he be- 


ing of your real father, and as it little became me to 
wound the heart of my huſband, I preſerved an abſo- 
lute filence on the ſubject, nor ſeemed to- remember 
ſuch a perſon ever had exiſted. I will not ſay I ever 


my mind by a thouſand artlefs geſtures.—I gave you, 
aſter ſome years, two ſiſters and a brother, the loſs of 


filent ftru pie, continued during their lives, between | 
and myſelf; I always attempted to con-. 
vince him, you, though the elder, had not more than 


4. juſt portion of my love; and he, no lefs, anxiouſly 


ſought to ſatisfy me his own children had not made 


ven, however, took them to itſelt, and Mr. Colville 
divided between you and me a fortune too dearly gain- 
ed by his loſs; though you have paid the he of 


is inſufficient; you owe him every thing, and can ne- _ 
ver diſcharge the obligation. Your youth, and the 
pleaſure Mr. Colville took in being called your father, 


fo humiliating to mylelf, and diſtreſſing 10 him ; yet, 
thouſand times reſolved on it, and as conſtantly given. 


eaſier to me, by propofing to viſit England, and I fut- 
fered you to go with leſs regret, becauſe I AgpE you 
there would find another parent, one whole claim in 
you 15 the ſame with mine, and one, who I am affur- 


ed, 
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ed, will proudly acknowledge to you. Go then, my dear 
Anthony, to Lord Scroope, ſhew him this letter, tell 
him, for I am afraid to ſay it, even to yourſelf, I. 
| ſend him a ſon worthy a nobler name than the weak- 
neſs of your mother has given you. Tell him, I will 
not allow him to provide tor your fiſter Gertrude, fince 
the fortune I poſieſs is already deſtined to ker, if living. 
Do you, my dear Anthony, repair my loſs to her, tor 
never, in reſpect to my hutband's memory, will I fee 
again the father of my children; this place ſhall be my 
_ grave, and here, while hife remains, I will bleſs wy 
dear children, and pray that the fins of their parents 
may never be viſited upon them.” 
« Vam with, ſaid Mrs. Marlow ; the ſtroke was 
already given. Judge for me, my dear girls, what I 
{clt on reading 1uch tender ſentiments, and remember- 
ing the characters were thoſe of a mother ! Ei 
_ * We were removed to ſeparate apartments; Mr. 
_ Colville, no longer my huſtand, had ttrength of con- 
fiitution, but not firength of mind, to ſupport this ca- | 
 lamity; he fell into a deep melancholy, and ſhut him- 
ſelf irom all the world : as to me, Heaven, in mercy, 
took away my ſenſes by a violent fever; I remaired 1n 
a dangerous ſituation teveral weeks, during which tine | 
| he formed a reſolution, my reſtoration gave him an op- 
 portunitytoetlect. Kach wanting courageto ſeethe other, 
he intormed me, by letter, he only waited my confer: 
_ to return to his own country, and diſpoſe of his effe&ts, 
the produce of which might endow the monaſtery 
where he ſhould receive the holy habit. Ee: conjured 
me to ſupport misfortune, his letter convinced me, 
be was unable to endure. "The ſad choice-he had made 
was already mine; I wrote to inform him of it; I con. 
_qured him never to betray to our mother the fatal event 
ot her concealment, but to perſude her we wete both 
happy.—Whata vain requeſt ! had'not Heaven depriv- | 
ed her of ever ſeeing him, how could he have conceal- 
ed 1o exquuine a diftreſs ?—A wound in 
will ever bleed on the ſlighteſt touch. | 
_* I recovered my tenſes, butthat diſpuſt with which 
Vor. I. Ee | 
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every d1fappointment (and how much more ſo deep a 
one!) overwhelms a young mind, made . every thing 
. ocious to me;; the hours when I was lo pleaſingly de- _ 
ceived, were all I reckoned in my life. Before 1 leſt 
my room, my Lord's marriage with the Lady Matilda 
Howard was concluded ; his union with the firſt Lady 
in England, both i birth and beauty, gave the great- 
elt pleafure to all who loved him. Little able, and lefs 
ciipoled to affiſt at feſtivities, I retired on the plea of 
bad health to the Abbey. '1he death of the Dowager 
Lady Scroope, m the midſt of the pleaſures, entirely 
Camped them. _ Lord Scroope conducted his new Lady 
4ato the country, to paſs the time of mourning : the 
.anuable.copaginy bride conceived a {riendihip jor me, 
_which,.as 45 fiequently the caſe in noble nunds, bad 
perhaps 15 Jource in my misfortunes. With all the 
_ graces that ador: grandeur, Lady Scroope had the 
+ cet fimplicity Gia village maid; a heart tull of the 
moſt exguitite dehcacy and tenſibil:ty, and features 
x hcl dis juftice to her mind. My Lord perfettly a- 
grey her, and her rank and charms Toon made me find 


Si. Vincent's Abbey no longer a retirement. 


. % 


'* A letter came ma {tort time from my brother, 
which informed me, on his arrival at Jamaica, he fourd 
my mother had ied during his abſerice ; this was ac- 
compinied with bills tor a late fum, as my portion of | 
ber valuabie legacy. There 1s tomething ſo tender in_ 
the name, the 14ca of a mother, although unknown, 
that in ſpite of my other affiEtions, I Jound a very 
fenſ:bie ore in her lo's.s My heart had now no 1eftir gp 
place. Belore, the rewembrarce that the blow came 
trom her, however unintentionally, gaie we a little 
courave, which] was rot ſure Tl poſited till it was lott. 
There js a pleaſuie to hearts capalle of reftrement, in 

| feerificing tomething to the friencs we love; the lence 
ve enilurelto ſave her from diftieſs had leffered nine, 
v hich zow broke forth arcw. The cable Lady 
£eroope keglecled 10thing to ſoften ut; fe wed every 
effort to pierent my retiring to the monal.ery, as T had 
} urpoied; ler infuerce over her Loid mace her yattes. 

| | {00 
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too ſurely his for him to negle&t adding hisentreatiesz 


the obligations, I owed his family, the eftzem I had for 
his Lady, and the very refinement I have mentioned, 


made me unable to refuſe. I could never make too 


large amends for ſuch kindreſs. My fitter-in-law, who 


rather boaſted than diſowned the title, to gratily me, 
negleCted the amuſements natural to her years, and a 


& mind at eaſe ; it ſeemed as it I had the authority veſted” 
in her, and not her will, but mine, directed the fami- 
ly. Our gueſts departed by degrees, and Lady Scroope's 

| brother, the young Duke of Norfolk, with ſome 


other relations, alone remained.” Th 
« 'To fatisfly my brother Anthony no levity had 


. 


E eraſed trom my mind the tender ties which once united 


& us, and which neicher time nor reaſon could ever en- 

& tireiy diflolve, I laigi before him the motives of my 
by xs {fy and conjured him to believe, fince I could ne- 
2X ver be his, I never would be another's. Lady Scroope 


not being able to prevail. on me to return to London, 


38 ceparted without me, afterextorting a pronute, that I 
& would think no more of a nunnery. She had leſt the 
2 Abbey three months, when ſhe gave birth to the preſent 
2 Lord, to the inexpreſiible joy of her huſband. To they 
XX ll the gratitude in my power for the favours I had re- 


ceived both from Lord Scroope and his mother, I di- 
vided my fortune, and infiſted on their accepting half, 


37 45 a preſent to the young heir. The generous Matilda 
27 would have returned it, but her Lord, more feufible of 
7 the value of money, received the gift. She repreached 
2 me for it with that kind of raillery which iricuds 


know how to make ſo gpreeable; the told me ſhe ſhuuld 
ccaſe to love me, fince the world would now call her 


Z attachment intereſted. * | 


In the time of her abſence, I fpent many hours in 
the gloomy magnificerce of thoſe "ary remains of art, 


was more ſuited to my ſadneſs of foul than the ſolter 


reviewing the ruins with which this place abounded ; 


# and more variet frencs of nature; the liking TI had con- 
= ceived for thefe places, doubtleſs firſt cauſed the houſe- 
X Leeper to ſhew me the Receſs. She had lived in the 

| | Bz ST 
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family a vaſt number of years, and knew the ſecret. 
How often had I walked through us ruined ailes, with- 
out {ſuſpecting 1t could poflibly contain + one habitable 
Jpot ! i 


the Reformation, .;n the time of Henry, robbed the 


- monks of their vaſt dominions, the anceſtor of Lord ; 
&croope obtained. this Jand .of the King; he pulled | 


coun the monaflery to erect a convenient mankhon in 


tne fame taſte, and diſcovered a ſecret paſlage from Þ 
thence 1c the Convent; it was blocked up without be- 3 


ing generally krown, and the rums left as an addition 


to the proſpect ; nor till chance gave the communica- 


bp] 
tion a valuc, was it remembered. 't he nobleman who 


could obtain 1o vaſt a favour, 't1s needlels to mention, 
profefied the reformed religion, but, not able te forget 
2:3at in which he had been brought up, his houle be- 


: , Jo... | 
eame the aſylum of many of the unrevenued fathers; 


this c rcumftance being roticed, he tound his views 1n 

the world depended on his expelling them, when the 

lecret paſſage occurred 10 his remembrance. He had 
v1) ce . ] 

the fiones removed cautipuſly by the holy fathers, and 


found the. place well arched and paved, and free from 


camps; it terminated inthe room they ſuppoſed to have 
teen the retectory, and which 1till remained eutire.— 
Thy removed, by deyrees, ſuch acccmmodations as 
vere neceary into it, and thither the refupees retired, 


bins ſupplied vith food from the Abbey ; but finding 


thenfelves ſhut vp in too fiaall a place, and in total 


want of employment, they began working under ' 
eround, and by degrees, formed two other paſlages 


trom the Receis, ore of which ends in the Hermir's 


cave, where the eldeſt of them hved, and the other in 
the nidſt of the ruins. 'Lhus: providing againſt d11- 
cavery, Or Taker Iecurins - their -efcepe it that ſhould 

| happen. 


w-ll now, my dear .children explain its fitua- | 
tion and ſtructure :—It was once inhabited by nuns of i 
_ the order of St. Winifred, but deſerted before the abo- Þ 
J;cton of Convents, from its ruinous condition; in this % 
ſituation it remained many years, ſhunned by the. coun- 
try people, and deyoutly . vitited by thoſe travellers F 
whom chance or curioſity, brought this way. When } 
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happen. In ſurveyins theruins, they found ſeveral places 
encloſed, and yet. undemoliſhed ; from among thole, 
they ſelefted the few we have lived in, chuſing them 


always ſeparated to prevent ſuſpicion. 'Thus, in 2 


few years, each father had his own cell, and a monal- 
tery was hid among the ruins of the Convent. At 
length, the ſeverity of government abating, ſeveral ot 
the-monks ventured again into the world, and of the 
eight who made it their aſylum, two-only ended their 


days here. Lord Scroope, ſenſible of the value of 


ſuch a retirement, \carefully kept the ſecret when its 


inhabitants were gone; two ſervants alone knew it, and 


they were faithful; nor. till the houſe-keeper told me 


| the ſtory, had I an idea of ſuch a place. 


This account gow apy almoſt fabulous to me; —— 
the ruin was at leaſt” half a- mite from the manſion, 


which then had a view of its rifing plantations daily 


diminiſhed, till the wood became frequented, or indeed 
paſſable only on the fide near the Hermit's cave :—— 
I impatiently deſired to explore the whole romantic 
ſecret. | 4 TEPLIEd. | 

The houſe-keeper did not delay a moment to gratii;y 
my curioſity; ſhe ſummoned an old ſervant who knw 
the way, with torches, to lead me through the wind- 


_ ings. "Phe arched roof which was, by fome contriv- 


ance in the building, kept aftoniſhingly free from 


damps, echoed to our very feet. The cloomineſs of 


the ſcene accorded with my ideas, and ſugpeſted a 


| ſcheme, which I have fince thought a providential one,. 


to my mind. The diviſion of the rooms; the bare walls, 
and holes in the roof for air, diſpleaſed me; but fince 
my affeftion for Lord and Lady Scroope debarred me- 
from devoting myſelf to a-convent, I reſolved to fit this 


place up, and retire to-+ it whenever the owners, with 
their gueſts, made St. Vincent's Abbey too gay for me. 
'DThree times I viſited it, and each time found my de- 
Hire. greater. I diſcourſed with the old man, who, 


from a confilerable reward Ioffered him, agreed, with 
the affiſtance of his ſon, who was a builder, to render 


this a comfortable habication. TI was uawilling to a j+ 
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mit a third perſon into the ſecret, but ſoon Uiſcoveret 

_ his fon James was already acquainted with it, 'They 
clzetly began lodging their implements im the cave, 
which vas altcied to give a face to the whole. 'Lhree 

1 _ months made it what t now B; charmed with a de- 

Fl vice which I little foreſaw would be uſeful to my 

_ Friends, thc houſe-keeper and my maid Ale, brought, 

by my direction, every neceſſary to the dark room, 

trom whence the men fetched them. 'The time of my 

Lord's return drew nigh, the place was aired, and my 

| | | books and clothes already carned there ; no ſooner hat 

= _ T refigned the care of the family into the hands of my ' 

_ amabie fiſier, than I acquainted her with my intended - 

.E retreat. Her iurpriſe was extreme at ſeeing how com» 

I, | _ modious we had rendered fo ſequeſtered a ſpot ; but 

being fearful, if ſhe oppoſed my reſolution, of ſeem» 

_ inp to conftrain me, ſhe ſuffered me to indulge my tans 
cy. Hither then I retired,” attended .by Alice and 
fames, the latter of whom hved in the cave to ſecure 

_ us from dilcovery, and furmſh us every little convent» 

7 ence. {I his ſolitude, ſo ſuitable to he {adneſs of my_ 

Þ-0 ſoul, was inexprefſfibly agreeable to me; it had all the 
E advantages of a nunnery, without the tie to continue 

4 | in it; a reſtriction the moſt likely to make retirement _ 

odious. My brother Anthony (with whum Iconſtantly *' 
correſponded) charmed with the deſcription of a ſpot _ 
io well calcilated for kearts wounded like his and 

mire, aſſured me, inftead of ſhutting himſelf up in a 

4 convent, ſor which he felt he had no vocation, as ſoon 

as he thought he could bring himlelf to confider me 
only as a fifier; he would fix his refidence 1n the cave. 

| ] had remained there two months, when a meſſenger 

arrived to recall Lord Scroope to Court ; the cauſe 
_ could nut remain a ſecret. Mary of Scotland, that” 


beautiful and unfortunate Queen, who had been im- | 
Priſoned by her ſubjects as an acceſlary to the murder 
of her huſband, had found means to eſcape, and implorg 
the protection of Elizabeth. 'The jealouſy and hatred 
that princeſs had folong entertained for one fo ſuperior 
in thoſe eadowments moſt admired by herfelf, made = 
rome Keep 


z » . . . 
Queen s pleaſure with compoſure, delivered herſelf in- 
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fep excuſeble in Mary, only from the cruelty of her | 
Hiuation. But did not that very fituation enuatle her 
to royal treatment? In Elizabeth many noble qualities 
are mingled with 1mpatience, caprice, pride, and ex- 
ceiive vanity. Overjoyed at getting a rival into her - 
hands, doubly formidable, inſtead of offering Mary a 
princely aſylum, till, on the proof of her innocence, 


bi | the ſhould be reſtored to her crown, Elizabeth inſtant-_ 


1y made the Queen of Sco.s fenſible of her power, by 
dropping thoje ardent exprethons of friendſhip and 


_ eſteera with which all her letters. had before been filled 
 (moit probably to hide the very reverle) and infilting 


on her conſenting to be tried by laws, with which the 
was unacquainted, and never yet ſubject to. It was 
to propoſe thoſe harſh terms to Mary, the Queen had 


fent for Lord Scroope: ſhe deputed him in concert 


with the Duke of Nortolk, and teveral other Lords 
Conunifſioners, to receive from Mary her juſtification, 


and examine into authenticity of the prooks. 


The deſerted, ray, almoſt betrayed Queen of Scot- 


land, too late found how little the profeſſions of the 
| "5588 are t0 be relied on. She was now in a worle con- 


ition than if the had ftill remained in her own coun-. 


try, and ſubmitied to laws by which ſhe had governed. 
 Compelled, by the ſeve.ity of her fate, to bend to a 
woman but equal with herielf ; to give kerſelf up a 
priſoner to a gorerament {he hal never offcaded, and ' 


over which ihe was probably deftied to reign; as a + 
criminal, to attempt a juſtification before people too. - 


_ Probably ordered to condemn her, and, even if they 


avoided that, too politic to clear her innocence, and ' 


reſtore her freedom; For the Queen of England had 


Placed a number of people around her,, who watchel 
all her ſteps ſo cautiouſly, that they wanted only the 


| name to become a guard. Amid all theſe fears and mor-" 
ws tfications, fubmiſhon was Mary's only meaſure. She 
| had learnt, young as ſhe was,. tro ſubmit with dignity, 


and demand a depree of generoſity,. by not ſeemin ; to 
doubt of finding it. She therefore received the 
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to Lord Seroope hands, and agreed to defer appearing 
| betore her ſilter Elizabeth, *till the could appear with 
This great event engroſed the attention of all Eu- 
rope. Various opinions were formed, and Elizabeth ' 
vever found Mary more formidable than when in her 
power. All blamed her errors, but they pitied her | 
youth, and imputed many of them to inexperience and 


taults in her education. Her uncommon beauty, af- 


fability, elegance of manners, and expreſſion, were 


itrongly commended by all who had ſeen her, and 


thoſe who bad not, liſtened to the tale with avidity, 

_ and reported it with 1ncreaſe. Every word in her 
praiſe was a dagger to the heart of Elizabeth, and the 

_ unfortunate Mary's greateſt crimes with her, were the 


. 


Ledy Scroope had ſpent ſome of her early years in 
the French Court. Mary was too affable aud amiable | 
rot t9 attach” every one for whom ſhe had an incluna-_ 


107, and the {riendſhip ſhe ſhewed for the AI 


d2, would have made the feparation the more aMicting, 
but that Mary, by the death of Francis the Second, found 


herſelf no longer attached to France, and, was obliged, 
with infinite regret, to quit the kingdom ſhe had been 
«ducated in, to govern one filled with domeſtic jars, 


and almoſt ignorant of thoſe ſoftnefſes which give 


charms to ſociety; and which, in a peculiar degree, 


adorned the court the had hitherto reigned over. 


Phe troubles 1n which ſhe had been plunged, from 
| the hour the returned to Scotland, had ſcarce given her 


leiſure to diſtinguiſh thoſe ſhe had formerly honoured 
with her notice: Lady Scroope had, however, always 


preſerved an attachment to her, lefs the fruit of grati- 


tude than ſympathy. 'The Queen's preſent ſad fitua- 


tion, of which the heard amply trom her Lord, touched | 
her to the very ſoul. She accuſed Elzabeth of mean- 


neſs and injuſtice; and without doubting the inno- 
cence of Mary, ſhe ardently defired to lighten her 


captivity, and convince her, that misfortune had not 
robbed her of every friend. Theſe ſentiments were' 


t00Q 


_ duced him to-join us. This nob 
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| too ſervently generous not to engage me. _ 1 infſenſfibly 
took part with what intereſted my ſitter 1o nearly, and | 


learnt to deplore a Princeſs thus treated, whom, in a | 
happier fituation, & ſhould doubtleſs have cenſured. 
Lord Scroope, to' ſatisfy his wiſe, who entreated- 


him to the ſtep, repreſented to Elizabeth, the iImpro- 


Priety of leaving the Queen of Scots unaccompanied by 


any lady of diſtinftion, and without the attendance, 
_ no. hing could: exempt the place ſhe had choſen for an 


aſylum, from paying her, whether guilty or innocent. 
To pive force to t14is, he himed the error ot harſh 
meaſures, which intereſted the common people, and- 
by engaping their pity, might weaken their fidelity. 
'The laſt reaſon weighe1 infinutely more with our. 


: Queen than the firſt, for her heart was more full of po- 


licy than ſceling. She however appointed Lady. 

Scroope to attend upon Mary, and ſent orders to treat 

her more ſuitable to her rank. _ : 
Overjoyed at carrying her pomt without appearing, 


in it, Lady Scroope did not delay her journey; but 
_ unwilling to: leave me, ſhe uſel all her intereſt and in- 
| fluence to perſuade me to accompany her. She re- 


preſented ſhe did not wiſk to engage me in any gay 
ſcenes, the office ſhe was allotted to, being that moſt 
conformable to the melancholy turn of my mind. The- 
inclination T had to ſee Mary- joined. with her, and F 

conſented. _ DE a ow Ts TO RT 
\ Bolton Cafile whither Mary had been conducted by 
the Queen's command,. was: a {trong fortreis on the 
borders of Yorkſhire; without furniture; or accommo- 
dations for a royal guelt, it declared at once to that 


Princeſs, the melancholy captivity to which ſhe was 
__ deſtined. The humanity of Lord Scroope in vain at- 
- tempted to conceal the fate that awaited her; ſhe gave 
| berſelf up to an immoderate grict, which was augment- 
ed by the news of Bothwell's death, who had taken 


tefuzem Norway,  _— bi YE ” 
We were met at. Derby by the Duke of Norfolk» 
v:hole ardent defire to ſee the Queen of Scots had in-_ 
leman was oi an amia- 
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ble prefence, in the prime of life, full of a generony 


ardor, a captivating vivacity. Without an equal iti 


_ Fank in Enplend, he Had formed, long ſince, the de- 


Jen «4 elpouſing Mary, and Bothwell's death had re- 


rewed hopes her marriage with him had fruſtrated. L 
was amazed at the difference viſible in the manners of 
the Puke; nor did I immediately perceive whence his 


wmpatience of ary diſappointment, and deep reveries 


_ could proceed ; but the pleaſure he took in hearing his 


tiſters commendatiors of the Queen, the ſoftneſs thar 


iparkled 1 his eves, while he related the events her 


letters to Bothwell had laid open, ſhewed me, that 


ambition had raiſed a flame in his heart, he miſtook 
_—— Gn OR Won. 

Ve arrived at Boiton, and Mary was not apprized, 
tll T.ady Scroope was introduced to her preſence, that 


Elizabeth had ſent her a friend ſo anxiouſly defirous to 
Iphien her captivity. I would deſcribe the Queen ot 
Scotland to you, my Cear children, had not nature 


drawn a truer picture of her than I can give, —Look | 
inthe glaſs, Matilaa, and you will tec her perfect image. 


 T could not contain my aftonifhment—* Oh | hea- 


vens! exclaimed I, 15 1t poftible, in lamenting the fate 
_ of that injured Queen, I have wept for a mother !”*. 


* A ſhort time will explain all, ſaid Mrs. Marlow. 


The Queen was in the bloom of youth, and the fſor- 
_ Tow which hung over her features, gave them an irre- 
R 4 * . oF , o » : . . ll » . . 
Aftible attraQion. Her ar of refigned dignity and femi- 


1 ire 1weetneſs, was mingied with innocence and uncon- 


ſczous modeſty. Tf I was inclined to pity her before, 
how greatly was that ſentiment enhvered ! Her faults 


ſeemed to vaniſh, or to be atoned by her misfortunes. 


 Nothins coul( he more intereſting than her firft inter- 
view win Lady Scroope, whole tears alone could ex- 


Prefs her forrow and attetion. 


heart prepared io-love her! The Duke found there. 
_ was a paſlion ſtronger t!-an ambition ; her crown ro 
| Jonger engroffed his thought>-, jt was herfelf alone he 
deſired; he lamented the cyils it had overwlielmed her 
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- with, and from which, even her refiznation of jt, 


would not relieve her. Love communicated all its 
delicacies at once to his heart; and the man who had 


dared aſpire to ker, while in proſperity and peace, in. 


this ſad moment of humiliation had not pretumption. 
to liſt his eyes to her, to ſpeak of his affection, or 1n- 
ſult her by his compaſſion. _ PR LE 
| Lady Scroope was too quick-ſighted to overlook this 
change in her brother ; but far trom drawing any ul | 
prefage from it, ſhe fattered herfelt he was deſtined to 
reſtore the Queen, and to find in her gratitude and af- 
feftion, a reward proportio!:edto his merit. © © 
Willing to relieve the tediouſnefs of the hours, that 
Lady derite4 amufſements of which no one partook, 


_ though ail, trom a juſt ſenfeol the intention, appeared 
_ fatished with them. 'The filence and meiancholy of 
the duke of Norfolk engaged the Queen ; ihe found it 
| a delicate compliment to ker diſtreſs, and regarded him - 


with an attention too Hattering to be overlooked.—— 
Charmed with an efteem which he had rather withed. 
than hoped, the ardor of his foul found woerds,. and 
Mary ditcovered, in attempting to attach a ſriend, the 


had found a lover. Confidering her intereſt only, ſhe. 


muſt have encouraged hin ;. but remembering how 
fatal her partiality might one day prove,. the conjured 
him to ſubdue while yet 1n its infancy, a paſſion it 


would be cruelty ro: encourage ; ro remember her only: . 


as an unfortunate friend, and in that light, . conteffed. 


herſelf obliged to him tor thus intereſt and power in 
: her favoy Es EN: rc? 4 


In the firſt wildneſs of love, nothins ſeems impoſſi- 
ble; an anſwer ſo mild, only animated the hope 1t wa? 
meant to extinguith. He formed a thoufaad projets, 
he engaged his lifter in his intereſt, ard every hour of 
his lite was filled up by plansſor the deliveraice of the 


amiable Queen. But as it was impoſlible his refidence 
_ Thould be a ſecret, and he juſtly ſeared awakening the 
Attention of Elizabeth, before his ſchemes were ripe . 


for execution, he engaged his ſiſter to make a requeſt, 


te wantslcourage to mention; ſince ſhe might, with more 


Proprl- | 


propriety, repreſent to the Queen, the policy of render- 
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ing her late his. 


Tn this dangerous conjunEture, the unfortunate Mary 
litened once more to the partial advice of her heart ; 
w hich prompted her to yield to ſo noble, ſo deſerving 
a lover. She caught his frenzy, and realized the. 


fictions of his brain with the ſame facility. His vaſt 
ſtates, numerous vaſſals, and ſtill more, his: extended 
and noble connections, Hattered her with the hope os 
amply rewarding him, and the thought it but generous 
to let the recormpence rather precede the {ſervice than 
juilow 1t. | | | 


| Fatal deluſion of a prejudiced mind ! Oh Mary, too 


tender Princeſs! why were not all the paſt misfortunes 
of thy liſe, which had their ſource in love, monitors 
to thee ? Why did they not teach thee to avoid this er- 
- Tor, Which heightened every affliction, and gave new 


pauy's to a loag, long captivity ? OL A. 
The Duke not daring to eagage has brother-in-law in 


an action contrary to his commitiion, entruſted his in- 
tention only to his ſifter. Too ardent and too amiable 


an advocate to be denied, the Queen of Scots was per- 
ſuaded by that Lady to unite herſelf with the Duke.— 


'They were married in the preſence of the Lady Scroope 


and myſelf, Sir Arthur Foreſter, and the Duke's two. 


-- Secrelanes:; | 0 | of 

Poſſefſel in herſelf of all his withes, the priſon of 
the Queen became the palace of the Duke; and every. 
hour 1{=emed too add toa pailion, which appearedat firtt 
incapable of addition. 't he authority Mary had given. 
hun over her, the tenderneſs with which ihe regarded 
him, were powertul motives againft the approaching 


ſcparation ; but Lady Scroope ſaw with concern the 


cxtravayance of a pathon the had encouraged. She 


knew too well the temper of Elizabeth, not to antici- 


pos her reſentment, 14 this ſtep was diſcovered, and 


new likewiſe his own ſafety would be a poor motive 
for perſuading her brother to leave Bolton ; ſhe there- 


| fore repreſented to him, how 11] he rewarded the love- 
1; Queza of Scots, by lengthening an impriſonment it 
LE | | was. 


| artifice unſucceſsful. Murray after having entered Eng- | 
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was his duty to curtail; and aſked him what expeRation 
Mary might form from a huſband, who already preter- 


red his own indulfence, to her freedom, happinels, and. 
" Theſe reproaches were too true to offend the Duke. 


He lamented, but yielded to the cruel neceflity. Ma. 


Ty, as if forewarned that theſe hours were all the eaſy 
ones remaining of her lite, uſed every means to detain 


him; but the generofity of her affection, awakening his 


- more ſtrongly, he bade adieu to his charming wife, he 


was never more to meet,. and ſet out tor London, to. 


engage all his friends to favour a marriage, no one now 


could prevent. . He flattered himſelf, his intereſt was 


' lo great, that the Queen would be reduced to conſent, 


whether confonant to her inclination or not. Indeed, 
this was the only rational mode of proceeding ; for to 
wagine Elizabeth weak enough to unite her rival and 

heireſs, voluntary, to the firſt of her ſubjects, would 
have been an unpardonable blindneſs. | 

Fortune, however, had deſtined otherwiſe, and only 
ſmiled awhile, to. make her frown more terrible. AIL 
the great Lords of Elizabeth's Court, who had ſeen, 


with rTepret, the imprifonment of Mary, entered with _ 


pleaſure into Norfolk's ſchemes. His letters were filled 
with the moſt flattering hopes, and the Queen, who 

was with child, gave him notice of it. "This circum-. 
ſtance added to his joy ; he promiſed, beſdre the time 
of her delivery, ſhe ſhould have her priſon gates open. 
ed by all the nobility of England. 'The Earls of 


 Shrewibury, Derby, Bedford, Northumberland, Weſt- 
moreland, Pembroke, Southampton, Arundel, and Suſ- 


ſex, had warmly engaged in his cauſe; and their names 
alone would influence many. But the friend he moſt 


Telied upon, was the Earl of Leiceſter, whoſe aſcen- 


dancy over the Queen was well known : he had taken 
on himſelf the diſcloſure of the whole to Elizabeth, 


when tha c meaſure became neceflary. In the mean time 


| Norfolk uſed every means to prevent the Regent of 


Scotland from accuſing Mary to the Queen; nor was his 


land 
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land for no other purpoſe, ſuddenly returhed, withowe 


_ taking any itep in the bulineſs; a circumſtance, which 
__ Cefeated all the meaſures of the Englith Court. But 
| Elizabeth more itrongly apprehending from this ſome 
| Plot to releaſe Mary, removed her to {'utbury, and ad- 


cled the Earl of Shrewſbury to Lord Scroope, as her 


keepers. | 


My fifter followed her, nor could EF deſert her in 
fuch a ſituation. We hal hoped, from the informa- 
tion of the Duke.,. to find the Earl of Shrewſbury in-_ 
clired to favour her ; but whether he foreſaw the end- 


of this unfortunate projet, or had deceived Norfolk, 
_ he kept a firict watch over the Queen's actions, whoſe 


condition now contived her to her apartment. 
Fa DE . p » ®.; 
Che Duke, flattered by Murray's retreat, commil:- 


 fhoned ſome of his friends in Scotland, to ſound that no- 
 bieman on the 1ubject of his marriage ; they unwanly 
laid open more than he intended, and Murray, enraged 
at having been his dupe, ſent notice of the plot to Kli- 
 zabeth. She was on a vilit to. Lord Leiceſter, who was. 
ll, when the letter arrived; and confiding to that favo-- 
_ Tite, the cauſe of her agitation, he fent, while the 
Queen was conſulting with Cecil, to warn Nortolk to 


retreat, as Elizabeth ſeemed beit on committing him 
to the 'Tower. 'Thanderſtruck at this unexpected dit- 


| covert, the Duke ſet out, with precipitation, for his 


feat of Kermning-hall ; but reflefting on the road, that 


his flight was a ſtronger proof againſt him than the ac- 


cuſation of his enemies, he returned direRly ; he was 
however met by ſome officers, fent in purſuit of him, 


and conducted to Burnham. 


His fecretary poſted off to Tutbury with an account 
of all theſe proceedings. 'ihey ſunk the deeper into 
the heart of the Queen, as ſhe hoped, by this time, to 


| have been at liberty. She was every hour in expecta- 


tion of an event which muſt publiſh her marriage, or 
load her with infamy. In this hard trial, Lady Scroope 
ſuggeſted to her the only ſate way of proceedivg; which 
was, to convey her child, by the Luke's lecretary, 


immediately after iu birth, out of the Caſtle, and con- 
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__ &eflitig the cauſe of her mdiſpoſition, wait a more fa- 
_ Yourable moment for avowing her marriage. I his was 
the only plan to avoid injuring the Duke's ſafety, or 
| her 0vn honor. 'To prepare every thing ayainkt the 
_ time, I took my leave of the Queen, as returning to St. | 


Vincent's Abbey; and retiring to a neighbouring hut 


| hired on purpoſe, waited with my maid, to receive the. 
Infant the ſhould bring into the world, which was to. 


be carried to the Receis, and placed urider my care, tl | 
the fate of ns parents could be aſcertained. , 


This ſad moment was haſtened by a ſadder event oo 


Bothwell, who was ſuppoſed to be dead, found means 
to convey a letter to the Queen, aſturing her the report 


was ſpread only to quiet the Scots, who otherwiſe 


would never have ſultered him to reſt; and that he 
_ waited in Denmark nll the divifions of her kingdom 
__ ſhould enable him ro raiſe a powertul party, and attempt 
| her deliverance. Mary, on the firſt fight of the well- 
known hand, telt all the horrors of her late; ſhe tell in- 
_ to ſtrong convuitions, which were ſucceeded by the pains 
_ of labor. She gave birth to two girls—lor you, my 


dear children, are the truit of this fatal marriage, who, 
ſearce had been held to the boſom of a mother, before 
you were divided from it, I fear for ever. : 
The fatthful ſecretary conveyed you with the ten- 


| dereſt caution to me. When he repeated this {ad tale, 
oh ! how my ſoul wept for the 11l-tared Queen ! I vow- 


ed you ſhould be mine, for ye were the children of mis{or- 


tune, and never, never have I broke that vow; diltrefs 


endeared me to you with a parental kindneſs, and tor- 
tune pave you to me to conſole me for all her ſeverity. 
*Fis you only have kept alive in my heart the foſtteſt _ 
vr pms of nature. You were cherubs im your infancy, 
and grew up to chear my days, and embelliiti my tol- 
tude. Full of the great charge veſted in my hands, I 


| fought the earlieſt opportunity of quitting a dangerous 
place, 1 brought you ſate to this ſpot, attended by 
_ Alice, aſter having you baptized Matilda, the elder 
{which you was by a few minutes) after Lady Scroope, 


ey 


To 


and Ellinor after the Duke's mother. 


_ were a twelvemonth old when 


|. To return to the Queen of Scots—ſhe langwihed a 
| Jong time between 11]-health and deſpair; but the Duke 


found means to aſſure her that this misfortune ſhould 


Not long ſeparate them. He applied now to the Pope 
'to annul Mary's former marriage with: Bothwell ; the 


Pope hoping to find ſome great advantage in the pro- 
Jetted union, ſeemed inclined to grant his requeſt ; but 


\__ the conditions he impoſed were ſo hard, that the Duke 
had no hope, | 2s | 


| In the mean time, Elizabeth finding an effeRtual bar 
placed between Mary and Nortolk by Bothwell's being 


yet alive; and having ſome hopes from the 11]-health of 

_ the Queen of Scots, of ſeeing an end of her fears, after 
conveying her to Coventry, the releaſed the Duke, at 

| the interceflion of his conftant triend Lord Leicefter, 
Senſible of the rafhnelſs of his tormer condu&t, he reſolv- 

ed to avoid that fault, and made no attempt to fee the 


Queen of Scots, employing himſelf in hunting and di- 
verſions at Kenning-Hall, ull the ſpies of Elizabeth, _ 


| | perſuaded he had laid afide his projects, gave up their 
employment. The. Duke paſt from the ſeat of one 


friend to that of another,. to. appearance in ſearch of | 


_ amuſement, but in reality to-affure himſelt of their at- 
tachment; and, as if hy accident, to viſit St. Vincent's 


Abbey, and embrace the wr, pra ge bow. Fo | 
conducted the Duke in 


the night to this Receſs. 'The captivity and ſad fitua- 


| tion of his wife aroſe a thouſand times more ſtrongly 
to his mind when he beheld her children torn from. 
| her boſom as if the product of diſhonour, and hid 


 1n ſolitude from every human eye.; to ſee, and know 


he could not prevent this, pierced him to the ver 


ſoul. ——— He ſpent the night in viewing you, 1n re- 


commending you to. Heaven, in forming a thouſand 


_  filent complaints againſt his deſtiny, and reſolutions, 
which by ſhortening his life, perpetuated on you the 
evils he ſought to remedy, But when the dawn of 


day compelled him to return to his apartment, he again 


_ took you both into his arms, and whule the tears of pa- 


ternal afſeftion flowed gracefully down his cheeks, 
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poured on you a thouſand bleſſings ; he then gave you 
'ro me, and while I was ftilling Elinor, he fat na” 
deep reverie, when ſuddenly ftarting from 1t, he came 
and ſtood by me, and taking my hand— A. 
© T have yet hopes, my dear Mrs. Marlow, ſaid he, 
_ of bringing theſe infants into life, as the daughters of 
the lovelieſt, the moſt amiable of ſorereigns ; ' till 
when, I commit them to you, as the moſt facred of all _ 
_ depoſits, 'Teach them to enjoy an humble rank, and 
they will atlorn a high one; keep them in total igno- 
_rance of their birth till able to know 11s inutility. But 
i Heaven never allows me to claim them, —1t the mis- _ 
tortunes of their parents end but with their lives, act up 
to the ſacred character with which I alike inveſt you 
_ and my fifter. Never Jet them know the Court ot 
_ FKlizabeth, but innocently and happily let' them Gie 1n 
| the deſert where they bloomed.” - I 
\ Shades of the honored Howard and the amiable 
Mary, I have fulfilled your injunQtions, exclaimed Mrs. | 
Marlow, (turning with an enthuſiaſtic action to the” 


' pictures T have mentioned with ſo much reſpet) your” | 


__ words have been ever preſent to my memory, and my' 

cares have not been uſeleſs.” let, 
 * Alas, Madam, faid we, dropping with an emotion _ 

of awe on our knees, are theſe lows figures the por- 

_ traits of our parents ? Oh! my father, my tender un-. 
| happy father! ſhall we never fee you? Were we never 
| to be held in your arms but while inſenfible of 'that 
bleſſing ? And you, my dear mother, who brought us | 
_ forth in bitterneſs and pain, ſhall we not ſpend our. 

hves in ſoftening yours, and ſhed our ſorrows upon 
RT ED ET TEES = 
__* You interrupt, and diftreſs me; children, ſaid 
Mrs. Marlow, let me finiſh my melancholy tate ; you 
will, alas! have hours enough for complaint. 
The Duke departed the next day, and in a ſhort 
. time, Elizabeth having appointed the Lords Hunting- 
_ don and Hereford in the room of Lord Scroope, the 
Queen of Scots was deprived of her only comfort, by 
the departure df his Lady, + 5 © bo 
«Ky 


_ folved on a meaſure 
 zntoa treaty with a truſty Spaniard named Ridolpho, 
_ to engage the Duke of Alva to aflift him with ten 
thouſand men, to be landed at Harwich, from whence 
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fy The Duke, 9, gene attempts lncfetual, Te- 


e deemed infallible, and entered 


they were to march to London, to intimidate Elizabeth. 


 'Fhe Duke of Alva conſented, and even the Pope at 


length alhamed of* neutrality, took a ſhare in Mary's | 


_ deliverance. Every thing was prepared; Norfolk's 
_ friends in England only waited the Eoval to join him, 
when one of thoſe trifling accidents w hich k 

_ the wileft ſchemes, rendered this in a moment abortive. 
To {oment the diviſions in Scotland fo much as to | 


iſconcert. 


_ the Regent employed, and prevent him from it.- 


_ terfering in the affair, the Duke ſent many ſums to be_ 


ſcattered among the Queen's friends, in that kingdom at _ 


CGfferent times; —but now when the crifis approached, 
| he had prepared a large bag of gold, which with a 
Jetter, he unfortunately truſted to a man quite ignorant 


of the plot ; the carrier, in putting it up, by ſome ac- 
cident cut the bag, and the contents filling him with. 


| aſtoniſhment, he communicated this fingular diſcovery 


to a ſervant of Lord Burleigh's, who was his brother ; 


this man, thro' a hope of getting the $21 between _ 


them, and ſuppoſing ſome myſtery was kidin the letter, 


"ay pt him to ſhew it to his maſter; the carrier con- 


ented, and Lord Burleigh eafily perceiving the plot, 


though not its extent, communicated it to the Queen. 
 1n conſequence of which the Duke was arreſted in his 
_ bed, ws all his ſervants impriſoned. : | 
__ 'Thas fatal ſtroke overturned every remaining hope; 
- betrayed by his ſervants, all the letters he had written 


and received on that ſubjed, moſt of which he had 


ordered to be burut, were produced againſt him j his 


very benevolence was conlirued into a crime, and 
ſome morey he ſent to the Counteſs of Northumber- 
land, who was in exile and diitreſs with her Lord, 


became an article in his unpeachment. He was con- 


demned, and heard his ſeaterce with a ſortuude which 
welted Lord Shrey;ſhury, who proaounced it, into tears. 


© 
7 
- 
a 
- 
ww 
f 
7 
4 
\ = 
$4 p 
Ad 
$I 
Se} 
. p 
Ex 
$75 
vs, 
> Pike 
E | 
$2. 1 
L 
+ 
avF 
' 
; 


move her; but all ſhe could obtain was the ey. 
his executuvn, for Burleigh had ſo ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed 


_ Elizabeth with the idea that the Duke ſought her lite, 
that although no circumſtance aroſe to confirm it on 
| his trial, nothing could baniſh it from her mind. 

— But what was the ſituation of the Queen of Scotland 
at this completion of her misfortunes | An exile from 
| her own country, a priſoner in another, a wife with- ' 
\ Out a Tight to that name, and a mother, while a firan- 
Es ger to her children : her fate was wound up in the con- 
__ demnation of her huſband ; and ſhe had raiſed the axe 
7 Hgainn him, which all her tears could not avert. Fierc- | 
__ ed with deſpair, ſhe conjured the Lady Scroope to at-. 
ſure the _ ſhe would not only voluntarily conſent 
to remain her priſoner for life, but would give up her 
Crown of England, if her ſiſter "—_ 
was compelled to ftile her) would free the Duke of 
_ Norfolk, and reſtore him to his honours. This pro- 
| __ Þoſal Elizabeth received as a fireſſe, from which ſhe. 
_ etily ſaw how deeply Mary's heart was linked with his, 
Exen the all-prevailing Leiceſter's eloquence failed; - 
| ſelf-preſervation was an unconquerable principle in the _ 


clajm to the 


ſoul of Elizabeth. 


The duke was beheaded fourteen years ago, when 

| you, my dear childien, who were bought with his lite, 

were not above tyv.o years and a half old, He died as 
he had lived, with dignity and honour. 


Never was a nobleman more lamented: he had en» 


deared himfelf to the body of the pcople by his cou- 
Tape, generoſity and affability; and to his equals, by an 
_ unconſciouſneſs of ſuperiority, which preiented envy, 


and an uniformity of conduct w hich gaired admiration, 


He was the firſt victim to the Queen's fears, nor-could. 
the have choſen ore whoſe merits were fironger proofs 
of the value ſhe ſet on herlelf, and $2352, 4-0 
Lady Scroope deteftirg too late the artifices of the . 


Court, and ſunk in affliction for the loſs of a brothet 
{he adored, 4«ized hither with her Loid, who had 


throws 


Lady Scroope, diftraQted at her brother's fate, fel] | 
at the feet of the Queen, and left nothing unfaid to_ 
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thrown up his employments. Her body partook of the: 
debility of her mind and ſoon gave ſymptoms of a de-- 
cay, which reduced her to the grave 
Her temper too was quite changed. 'This Receſ., 
Which fo lately appeared a horrible dungeon, now 
" Teemed to her,. as-to me, a calm retirement from the 
_ odious forms and cares of life. She ſpent many days,. 
_ (and would every. one, had it not afflicted her Lord) in 
weeping over you; in tracing in Matilda the mildly- 
beautiful features of her friend, and in Ellinor, the 
captivating graces of her brother, "Lis to her you. 
 oxxe thele valuable piftures.  * _ pL 
| __Etranged from all focjety, the Queen of Scots gave 
| herſelf up to the blackeſt deſpair, ſhe had, alas! no 
hope to jo her captivity, no boſom to receive her | 
rears; with Norfolk died all proſpect of releaſe, and 
at the ſame time all defire of it; wk 
_ to her without he embelliſhed it? Would it not have. 
augmented her affliction to have enjoyed a ſovereignty 
ſhe durſt never hope to ſhare with him ? Refs 
__ Elizabeth, whoſe fears were always-awake from this 
moment, cut her daily off from ſome comfort or con- 
'venience ; frequently changed her keepers and priſon ; 
and by her leverity, taught the captive Queen that 
| Hatred may be ſtronger even than love. IEG Th 
Lady Scroope ſurvived her brother but a twelve- 
month, and lett no inheritor of her virtues. She re- 
commended you both in the moſt fervent manner to her 
Lord, who ſolemnly ſwore to make a proviſion for 
you ſuitable to his fortune, though not your birth. _ 
Some years paſt away, when Lord Scroope whoſe 
grief was at an end, finding himſelf tired'of the inactivi- 
| ty of a country lite, accepted ſome overtures the Queen 
made to recal] him. - He left to me the charge of St. 
Vincent's Abbey : which he has rot mhabited ſince, | 
__ -Hurried on by other events, I have hitherto negleRted | 
to mention the return of my brother Anthony, 1n three 
years after I brought you here. He fixed his reſidence 
 1n the hermit's cell, devoting his time to the ſtudy of 
- phylic, and the care of exhorting the poor, FRnpe " 
OP: Fs hats 


at was the univerle 
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thoſe hours you have ſcen him in; for his life and 


mine have been uniform, _ Ds | | 
I have only two circumſtances more to mention ; one 


of. which is more affecting to me, than I once believed, 
 aught reſpecting memory, couldever be. Lord Scroope, 


who has been abroad ſome years in a public character, 


has become the object of the crafty Buzleigh's hatred 


or ſuſpicion, and 15 now confined ; while his eſtates 
and wealth 1s now ſeized by the Queen. who knows ſo 
well the value of money, that it 1s too probable my 
Lord wall never be able to fulfil the pronaſe made to 
his wife 1n your favour. - WET end FL | 


. The other 1s, that during ſeveral paſt years I have 


| not been ableto hold any intelligence with the Queen of 
Scotland, who ſent me ſome letters during the firſt years 


of her 1mnpriſonment, which with thoſe ſhe wrote to 
the Duke, I have preſerved, with various other teſti-_ 
monials of your birth. Time may enable her yet to 


give you the ſplendour to which* you were born; for 


lizabeth is now ftricken in years, and Mary more 
worn by ſorrow than age. Wait, then, my dear chil- 
dren, with patience, when I am in my grave, the deſti- 
nation of providence, and never claim your parent till 


ſhe pleaſes to acknowledge you. No virtue is more 


acceptable to God than patience. 'To beſtow happi-. 


res, is only in bis power; to deſerve it, ever jn our. 


own. Oh ! if my prayers are heard! if my wiſhes 
alcend to the throne of the Moſt High, he will lead 
you through this world in peace ; he will umite' you 
again 40 my boſom in a better !” fs = | 

Here our generous proteQreſs, our, more than mo- 
ther, ended, Fa ping us to the heart with an ardor that 
evirced the ſincerity of her words. } 

But what new ideas : what amazing feelings did her 
rarration give birth to? The impulies of nature taught 
us to treaſure every wor! ſhe uttered; for what in the 


| hiſtory of our parents could be indifferent.? Never did 


our ſolitude appear fo amiable—** the court of Eliza- 


| beth !'—Oh my lamented father, could the fole infllic- 
tor of all thy evils, ever, attach thy children ! Could 


ſhe 
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ſhe who oppreffed her equal and a Queen, innocent at 
leaft in all that :eſpe&ed her, only becauſe fhe was in 


| her power, be capable of alluring two hearts, untainted 
: by that courtly politeneſs, which ſanQtifies the er- 
rors cf a ſovereign, and terms her vices noble weak- 


nefſes ! gs | 
But, then, to learn I had a mother yet alive; to be-_ 

lieve I might one day be received to her arms, only en- 

deared by m'sfortune; full of this meeting, this heart- 


_ expanding idea, I would have been'the companion of 1t; 
happy if all my carcs could make her forget, for one 


moment, the rigour of her fortune; or call to her re- _ 
membrance anudit all her complaints, againft the 1n- 
juſtice of the world, that it {till coatained two beings 
who were willing to return for her the life ſhe gave. 

_ My auty to Mrs. Marlow alone tnided my Hoare : 
ſhould I deſert her, who kad neglected every thing for 
us? What! are the ties of nature to cancel, in one mo- 
ment, thoſe of inclination, gratitude, and eſteem ? Oh, 
no! I owed, it's true, nry being to another; but ſhe to 
whom I owed the beft part of that being, the formati- 
on of my mird, the inftiiling thoſe ſentiments which 
alone make us valuable to ourſelves and ſociety, had 
ea claim beyond all. others, which nothing but death 


_ could diffolve. That awful moment was drawing nigh; 


every one that paſſed, ſtole ſomething from the mortal 


part of Mrs, Marlow. Oh thou amiable ſaint ! thou ; 
woman after God's own heart ! can I remember the 


time when thou wert called from us, without floods of 


__ unavailing tears? Never—never—ſelfiſh as they are, 


they will flow, even though ſo often exhauſted. 
She celivered us a caſket, which contained the papers 


The mentioned, and divers atteſtations, hy goes by her- 


with all the. 


felf and the late Lady Scroope, and fillec 


ornaments of her youth. en, after recommending 
us tenderly to father Anthot:y, ſhe joined in prayer 
with him, and all her little family; and in the midit, 
expired. ST, es, = 

Oh, Madam, how ſtrange, how terrible to me, was 
that moment ! I faw Death firſt feize on one dearer than 

| | Ps _ _ mylelf: 


A 
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myſelf: the manſion in which we lived, now became a 


ſolitude indeed-——a filence -— how ſolemn ! prevail- 


ed. In the firſt flow-af a rational grief, how vaſt a 
vacuum is left in the heart ! to hear no longer the voice 
which led us through lite: to 1-e the eyes, whence ours 
drew fortitude, cloſe, never more to open : the whole 
frame afſume that awtul palldnefs, every moment in- 


creaſes, and which brings ſo melancholy a momento to 


the breaſt ! Thele touching ideas cannot always ariſe ; 


ſome loffes deſtroy the power of reflection and com- 


plaint; carried away by the bitterneſs of deſpair, we 
are only tenfible of an agony beyond expreffion. _ 
'To attempt 1nterring the duſt of Mrs. Marlow in 
the chapel, muſt have awakened the ſuſpicions of the 
Queen's officers. 'The ſecret of our retirement was in 
the breaſt of only three domeſtics, and it was highly 


neceifary to keep it concealed. On this account a grave 
was made for her in father Anthony's cell, whither we 


conveyed her, wrapt in white, and crowned with the 


fading produce of this world, in imitation of that ever- 
blooming wreath promited hereatter to all, who perſe- 


vere 1n virtue... | CI | 
Grief makes the moſt violent imprefſion in youth; 


but happily, it is the moſt tranſient: a little time abat-_ 
£4 the ſharpneſs of ours; nevertheleſs, our ſolitude be- 


12g teprt ed of its ornament, appeared uniform, melan- 
cioly and difgufting. We gradually loft our affiquity 
in our works, when weno Jonger promiſed ourſelves the 


great reward of her praiſe. Father Anthony, who | 


was never a favorite with us, became every day more 


_unpleatant. Mrs. Marlow always preferred a fway over 
him, which loftenet the ſeverity of his manners : that 
being now at an end, and his temper ftilt more hurt by 


_ his affliction for her loſs, he appeared a gloomy tyrant; 
and ihe additional carefulneſs with which he obſerved 
1s, Jari an odious reſtraint on all our expreflions, and 
1made our weals wear an air of fallenneſs each party 
was unconſcious of cauſing. AE ES 


Obliged to hide in our own hearts all the little fol- 


lies and wiſhes we had been uſe\l to reveat without fear, 


we 
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we converſed with the Father only upon moral and in-. 


different topics; thus every day was the ſame, andeach 


ot courſe more tedious, when Ellinor ſuggeſted a ſcheme 


the paſſage leading to the ruins, where we might at 


leaſt breath the freth air, and, for one hour, have the 


pleaſure. of a little novelty. I readily came into the 


propoſal, having had a curioſity to emerge from the 
moment I heard the paſlage firit mentioned. It was the 
full height of ſummer, and we pitched upon a long at- 


ternoon, when we had no fear of being fought for. 
'The paſſage was narrower, cloſer, and damper than 
the others, but very ſhort. We took a torch that we 


might find the way of opening it. When we drew near 
the mouth, I obſerved ſome little holes, made doubtleſs 
to give the concealed perſon an advantage. I made 
_Ellinor keep back while I examired the place, but ſaw 
nothing, however to awaken my apprehenſion; a lorg 
avenue of broken arches, intermingled with brambles 


and wild wall-flowers, in the paths of which the graſs 
grew very high, was all I could diicern—nothing couid 
more fully prove the untrequentedneſs of the ſpot. MV e 
therefore examined the faſtening immediately, and found 
it a ſmall 1quare door with two hinges on the top, and 
{faſtened acrols the bottom by a large bar of iron taid on 


Nirong hooks. I was unable to open it alone; Ellior 
therefore extinguiſhed the light to aſſiſt me; but with 
all our curiofity and courage, the ſight of the pile of 
Tuins threw us into an univerſal trepidauon. On turn- 
.Ing round, to ſee how the entrance was hid, ve perceiv- 


ed a high-raiſed tomb, at each corner of which flvod 
a gigantic ſtatue of a man in armour, as 1t to guard 


knight, as appeared by his numerous wa, pi lay on 
the tomb. 'The nieagre ſkeleton had ſtruc 


turned to the crols which St. Winifred held betore him. 
Nothing could be better contrived than this entrance, 
for however rude the ſculpture, the ornamental parts 


took - the eye trom ihe body of the tomb. "The 


little 


| an. arrow / 
through his {ſlield into his heart; his eyes were 


which you" us lome amuſement. 'This was to explore 


it, two of whom were now headleſs. Some famous 


DT TT 


tle door, which dropt after us, was one ſtone made 
thin, and lined with waad, and ſo neatly fitted, that 
even when unfafktened, it was not to be diſcerned. For 
a long way beyond, the profpe&t was wild and awful 
to exceſs; ſometimes val heaps of ſtones were fallen 
from the building, among which, trees and bufbes had 
iprung up, and halt involved the dropping pillars. 
{all fragments of it ſometimes remained, which feem. 
ed to ſway about with every blat, and from whoſe 
_ mouldering top hung cluſters and ſpires of ivy. In 
other parts, ruined afaidiert yet lent a refuge from the 
weather, and ſullen]y ſhut out the day ; while long 
echoes wandered through the whole at the touch of the 


_ lighteſt foot; the intricacies of the wood beyond, added 


to the magnificence of art the variety of nature. We 
_quitted, with regret, our new empire, when the ſun 
left his laſt rays on the tops of the trees. 2 Sn 
We relolved to conceal our ramble, left Father An- 
thony ſhould forbid us to repeat vt. Fhoſe, Madam, 
who would maintain alaſting ſway over young people, _ 
_ _muſ}, by ſoftening the diſtance of age, ſteal mto their 
_ confidence. Love and re{pe& are united, but if ſear 
once cloſes the avenues to the heart, no other ſentiment 
ever overcomes it; obedience 1s then never led by inclt- 
 1:ation, and we rejoice to eſcape from haughtineſs or 
_ auſterity, however venerable the form they aſſume. _ 
From what trifles ſpring the pureſt pleaſures of life! 
a proſpect, a flower, a ſong can dilate the heart, while 
| the paſſions are yet hid in 1t, nor have poiſoned its fim- 
plicity ; and curtailed 11s enjopments. = . 
Concealed pleaſures are allowed to be the greateſt; 
n0 remark can be more juſt; to decerve the watchful, 
reflects a compliment on our own fſagacity, which ren- 
ders us infenfible to the error. , _ 
Almoſt every day we viſit this darling ſpot, always, 
like young birds, venturing one ftep | Ae. and fo 
often had we ventured without ſeeing a human being, 
that, at laſt, we ceaſed to feav. On one fide the 
wood ſhelved down far a conſiderable way, beyond 
which the road vas cut, and mingled with hamlets 
Vor.. I. on ORE _ that 
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_ that gave a promiſe of ſociety, which the ruſfticity of 
_ their inhabitants would not allow them to fulfil. 
But you reproach me with loſing time in unintereſt- 
ing deſcriptions.—Ah, Madam ! this wood was not 
always a before Chance, or rather I ſhould ſay, Pro- 
vidence, led into its ſolitary windings, the man, of all 


Elizabeth's Court, the moſt diſtinguiſhed and -admited; 


the man to whom vrature had been prodigal 'of every 
advantage, which art and application had polithed to. 
the higheſt perfection. FE "PIE 


One day, in calling my ſifter, I difcoteret 'm the 


| hallow of the wood and building, a very fire echo; 


delighted with this, I began ſinging ; the notes dying 


_ diſtinaly away, formed a melancholy ſymphony, when 
TI was interrupted by Ellinor, who quitting ſome birds- 
' that flew tamely to be fed by her hand, ran towards 

_ the Receſs with great ſpeed, 'waving 'to me to follow 
\ Her. We had ſo often alarmed each other without any 
cauſe, that I hardly moved; when a noiſe I -heard a- 
mong the trees (which grew extremely thick on that 
ſpot) alarmed me. A. voice, that ſunk at-- once from 
my ear to my heart, conjured me in the moſt earneſt 
manner tu ftop. Notwathſtanding the receſlity 'I found + 
| for flying, my eyes longed to claim acquaintance with 
the features to which that voice belonged, #nd my head, 
_ by an involuntary motion, was turned over my 1ſhoul- 
_ der. 'The gentleman had now made a way through 
the ſhrubs which impeded his paſſage, and I found it 
impoſhble to retreat but by diſcovering a ſecret it was 
highly my intereſt to conceal. Perhaps I was not for-. 
Ty to have an/excuſe to my own heart tor a raſhneſs it 
was too ſentible of. 'Lhe irrefoluton of my attitude, 
which was that of a perſon ready every moment to 
run, made him approach with protound 1ubmiffion and 
reſpect ; but finding me atiempt to fly, though almoſt 
without krowing it, he inflantly flopt. 3 
_ «. By whatever chance, ſaid he, nature has hid in 
_ this 1equeſtered ſpot her faireſt productions, permit 
me, ladies, «to derive an alvantaze trom it. believe 
me, you ſee a man who neccs too much your com-_ 
EDN paſton 
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paſſion and aſliftance to venture to inſult you, were 
ſuch a thought capable of intruding into a heart never _ 
yet inhuman. Let me conjure you, then, to judge of 
my intentions by your own, and allow me, it you 
know of an aſylum (and are not, like me, driven here 
by preſent diftreſs) to ſhelter myſelf from affaflins too 
well prepared to take my lite, for courage to preſerve 
| The perſon of him who pronounced theſe words, 
made their efſe&t indelible. He appeared ſomethin 
paſt the bloom of life, but his beauty was rather fixed 
| than faded; of a noble height and perfet ſymmetry, 
he would have had an air tos majeſtic, but that the 
ſweetneſs of his eyes and voice tempered the dignity 
of his mein, His-complexion was of a clear and po- 
liſhed brown; his eyes large, dark, and brilhant ; his 
| hair gracefully marked the turn of all his -features,”.and 
his dreſs was of a dove-coloured velvet, mingled with | 
white ſattin and filver; a crimſon ſaſh inwoven with 
gold, hung from his ſhoulder with a picture; and the 
order of the garter, as well as a foreign one, with 
which he was inveſted, ſhewed his rank not leſs diſ- 
tinguiſhed than his perſon. | Nope EB 
 Aſtoniſhment anxiety a thouſand rapid ideas 
_ melting into eachother, and, defying language, con- 
fuſed and filenced me; when Ellinor, more miltreſs of _ 
| her own judgment, took upon ker to anſwer, by diret- 
ing him to Father Anthony's cell, afſuring him at the 
ſame moment, this was all we could do to Rs him. — 
* Ah, Ellen! cried I, paſſionately ſeizing her hand, 
he then muſt return and be murdered!” Struck with 
the vehemence of my own words, my eyes ſunk to the 
ground, and changeable blujhes covered my features, 
which redoubled when the ſtranger took my hand, with 
a grace, all his own, and bowing on 1t. et 
_ * To your generous intention, Madam, I ſhall at leaſt 
be a debtor—this 1s not a time or place for deliberation 
——fly, I beſeech you, while you are yet able; the 
villains who. purſue me, may not reſpe& your youth, 
your beauty, or-your innocence, and nothing could ſa 
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_ greatly add to my misfortune as the involving you in it. 
: i heaven lengthens my; days, I may, perhaps, be able 
_ to convince you, him you withed to 1ave 18 Rot unwor- 
thy your e@ncern; 1h, on the contrary, this proves ny 


| laſt, I have ouly-t@ requeſt you will deliver this (unty- 


_ 1ng and giving we the picture) to. the Queen, v bo will | 
Wy fail to diſlynguiſh the. bearer, _ : 
How, how did exery word penetrate my heart—— 

Ah! how rapid is the progreſs of paſſion, and how, in 

one. moment, does itt-quicken, nay double every fenſe 

_ and ſenſtbility.! I conld, with the fame cafe, have ex- 

_ poſed my own. boſom. to. the affaſhns as his. Fear 1ur. 
mounted exery- prudential confideration, and I was ouly 

eolng to, ule the caution of enquirmg who he was, 

when the. ſound of voices, not tar diflant, put that out 
of my-head, Retaining, in mine, the hand wv hich had. 
hitherto beld it, I led him through the moſt tolitary 
arches to the foot of the tomb ; but our aſtoaidhment at 
light of hizz, bore no compariſen with his, v hen he 
jqund this tg be our habitation, The time not admit- 


ting: any- explanation, he aflified vs to enter, and fol- 


loyed himielf; when, leaving Ellinor to watch the 
approach of thoſe we heard, .1 conducted: him into the 
large room of the Receſs. With an janpaticnt prati- 
tuce, be fell at my. feet to thank me for my anxiety, but 
infantly. flarting back, he threw me irto ſuch a trepi- 
_ _eatzon, that I funk into a feat without pou er 16 look 
_ behind me, waginung ether that the niwuderers, or at 
leaks, Father Anuhopy, mull Le at hand; when looking 
around: hiay, and; at me by.turns, he exclaimed, Dh 
__ #* Mercitul heaven ! Ly, what ftrange o1dination of 
thine do I find, in this. deſert, two.dead portraits off my 
ughappy. intend, and the Queen of Scots, and two 
breathing ones, moze loveiy. than even then:1ulves 7” 
Imagine my, diſizels. at this ſpeech. Þ ſaw, in ore 
moment, the whole of a ſecret preſerved: with fuch 
caytion for ſo many years, committed to a ſtranger by 
_ an jadiſeretipn, w hich fi3]]l I could: not- condemn in my- 
ſelf. Vluctuaurg with all the irrefolution of youth, ] 
now: knew, not whether. I ought to. dey the truth of 
TEE | What 


THE KECESE, a: 55 


what he had averrel, or repoſe, in turn, a conſidence 
in his honour; but the time T had ſpent in deliberat- 
_ ing convinced him ; for my confufion was an affirma- 
tive nethiag could overcome. © 
_ * You are filent, Madam, cried he, but your elo-_ 
quent eyes mply a doubt it is my duty to clear. Oh! 
if -I was capable of wronging your confidence, or be- | 
traying any ſecret you with concealed, heaven would 
| have abandoned me ro the fate from which its faireſt 
 Eaughters ſaved me. Look but at that picture, and 
you wHl find an indubitable evidence of my fincerity.” 
_ tr was the picture of Elzabeth, given by herſelf to 
| Robert 'Dudley, as the infcriprion informed me. 
® Ah! hare I then, returned I, been the happy 
means of diſcharging the debt long owing to Lerd. 
"SAGE EE Ei en FO RP 7 
___* How, how have I been ſo fortunate, returned he, 
as to diſtinguiſh myſelf to you ?—lt I durſt believe, 
and yet it muſt be fo—for how ſhould a lefs lovely 
mother give being to ſuch children, and how, other- 
_ wile, ſhould ſuch matchleſs beauty and elegance be hi 
io a deſert ? Tell we, I conjure you, Madam, whether 
my paſt friendſhip with the Duke of Norfolk, does | 


. 


Eutitle me to yours?” OO CE a od By 2 
_ & Tt does, indeed, my Lord, cried T, (burſting int 
_ tears at the name of my father) to my eternal gratiuude. 
| Your frank avowal ſets me above all diffunulation ; [ 
ny own to you, you have guefſed my birth molt tru- 
. | 


_ ** But, why then were you buried in this ſolitude ? 
Why not acknowledged in France !” | ed 
_* Ah, my lord! might I not, with much more rea-. 
fon demand, hoiy the favourite of Elizabeth came un- 
#trended and aloue to ſeeker, in this folitude, an afylum 
from afſaſſius?”* | ZR WORE os OT Rn Ts 
*( I will reply to you with candor, Madam, added 
be, and thus beſpeak your confidence. The favor of 
a lovereign may eaſily make us great, but mantiy ew- 
canltances muftt concur to make us happy ; and. when 
on WES you 
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you hear ſome events of my life, I may promiſe myſelf 
your compaſhon.” | of ES IE 08 
 _  Ellinox, having executed her commiſſion, rejoined us | 
- at this moment. I will frankly confeſs I wiſhed her 
abſence, and had impoſed a taſk on her I could never 
have executed. 'The prefence of Lord Leiceſter had 
"awakened in my mind a thouſand hopes and wiſhes un- = 
 Enown before. Not recolle&ting the improbability of 
his pafling ſo many years without forming tender at- 
fachments, almoſt unconſciouſly I aſpired to his heart; | 
and my apprehenſion of Ellinor's ſuperior charms, had 
made me meanly cheat her of an opportunity of mak- 
mg a firſt impreſſion : by ſubmitting to my injuſtice 
ihe rendered me ſenſible of it in the moſt generous man- 
ner, and the care I then took to diſpla = merit, 1n- 
_ duced my Lord to imagine I regarded him with indif- 
ference. 'Thus I reaped a double advantage from my 
1eturn [to reftitude. OOO OE II 
My ſiſter informed us, ſhe had ſeen four men exa- 
mining every part of the ruins; certain Lord Leiceſter 
muſt be hid among them, as one had picked up his hat 
(which he doubtleſs dropt when he addrefſed me) and 
iwearing never to quit the wood till they had found . 
him, they ſeparated to purſue the ſearch. OT.” 
I turned pale at this terrible intelligence, which made _ 
his departure impoſſible ; but as we every moment ex- 
peed Vather Kathody, who might have a ſhare in 
the alarm the aſſaſſins would occaſion, we a_ to. 
hide my Lord in Mrs. Marlow's chamber, which had. 
| been hitherto deſerted, and a place where none but . 
ounieives womd feet hin. SEE ED 
It was now evening, and as the age and infirmities of 
our maid rendered her rather an incumbrance than re- 
ef, we fet before Lord Leiceſter a repaſt, perhaps 
more: adapted to his health than his appetite, but all 
that our Retreat at that time afforded ; and, withdraw- 
ing, left him that we might be ready it our guardian 
- ſhould viſit us. _- PT: SBA 
AsT would not have you imagine, however we were 
indebted to nature, the ſurpriſe Lord Leiceſter wp - 
| ed, 
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_ ed, ſprung only from our beauty, T miſt obſerve to 
you, we- drefſt to -the taſte of Mrs. Marlow rather 
 _ than-that of any country; and thoſe. habits which co- | 

vered hapay hearts, preſerve a long ſuperiority in the 
fancy. Cloſe jackets and coats ,of pale grey, were | 

trimmed round the ſkirts and fleeves with black bugle 
fringe; the collars were thrown back from the throat 
and cheſt with point lace, and tied at the boſom with 

black tafſels; our hair, which was very thick, covered 
our necks and foreheads, falling in ringlets from under 

 cambrick coifs ; ſmall beaver hats, with high crowns, 
_ and waving black feathers, completed our appearance, 


| at once too ruſtic and too elegant not to firike every 


_ perſon. Simplicity is the perte&tion of dreſs, and 
 Ellinor preſeats herſelf in that I have deſcribed, moce 
_ beautiful than wheo adorned. with all the gaudy trap- 
pings pride and luxury has inveated. She had an arch, 
_ a ſniling.eye, which, while it indicated obſervation, 
_ . teemed with good-nature; a complex1oa perfectly fair, 
and delicately heighthened by a bloom which came 
from the heart, as its changeableneſs implied; a grace- 
. ful ſtature, and a manner which, won almoſt every one 
to love her half as well as I did. But I need not ex- 
-patiate on my Ellen's charaRter ; though dormant at 
_ preſent, it will ſoon demand your compatſion in the 
Farden trials of. life. ' _ peas: ke -- 
_ Love, Madan, 1s the parent of art, When we left 
Lord Leiceſter, without declaring my own ſentiments = 
concerning him, I fought to pecetrate into my fifter's, 
_ Jor that conſtant error of a tirſt pation had infected 
me, aad I fancied the man who had ſubdued my heart, 
might thote of all my ſex; every glance increaſes a 
tear 1o_ exquitite; I thought I conſtantly read in her 
eyes ideas atfictingly fimilar to my own; yet the lively 
ſenſe ihe peas at our indifcreuon, which the eaſily 
conceived would pat us in the power of Elizabeth's 
favorite, made me very doubtful; for though the ſame 
_ apprehenſion occurred to me, the confidence I already 
had in his honour, and the firong anxiety I felt for 
his Life, made it a taint and diſtant alarm. 
ae ud | CEE This 


 T&&ons © 


| _ The calm reſt of my 
{petting her; I tol& every moment as it paſſed, anxzi- 
_ oaufly expecting that m which Lord Leiceſter was to be-_ 


__  wveqduce a man of his diſtinQion to 
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This wigbe I firft found my reft difturbed by the ve. 

my mind. Ih one moment every thing. 
I flattered myſelf the ſimplicity of my education, and 
the purity of my heart, would, by a centraſt with 


 Thole of the court, atone for the want of that poliſh 
a court alone can, give ; the obſcurity of my birth, I 
found too ſenſibly 2 misfortume, and w thdrawing my 


compaiiton for the firſt time from my parents, beſtowed 
on myfelf. Yet again would I tay, can he defpite 


| _ the Gauyhter of his friend ? will he deſtine me to ſuffer 
tor an indifſeretion in which I had no ſhare ! Oh ! let 
- me judge his heart by my own, which already ſeels-the | 


{overeignity of the univerſe would be too little for hap- 


pinefs, if he was not to partake it. | 
filter ſet my heart at eaſe re- 


gin his mavration. I had exhauſted the few misfortunes 


my imagination had treaſured, without being able to. 


find any which could, in ſo well governed a country, 
Ave; but how, un-_ 
tainted with the' vices of the world, could I gueſs at 


the real one ? 


Wichour acquainting Lord Leiceſter, who had the 


_ canduet of our eduvation, we made him fenſible we 
| had reaſons for concealing him from every perſon : he 
had too much politenefs to preſs for an Explanation, 
 __ and we were compelled to leave him alone all the de-. 
| parture of Father Anthony ſhould give us ant opportu- 
| Nity to liſten to his hiſtory. | OT LW. _ 
The Father, always flow and deliberate, ſeemed. this 


day to have gained an addition to thoſe qualines ; in- 


| Read of retinny after dinner, as uſual, he began a long 
_ diſcourſe {from a momentary impatience I had difeov- 
_ ered through ſome trifling occaſion) on the fubduing 
our paſſions, every word of which augmented mane, 
_ and the leſs we ſeemed ſenſible of -his argument, the 


more he was inchned to prolixity, tl} my impatience 


 haviog ariſen v0 the greateſt height, allayed ot (ſelf; 
_ and Ilearnt nothing but acquieſcing in all he advanced, 


eould 


/ 


| could put a period to the tedious converſation, This 
finetle tucceeced ; he departed, and without ſtaying a 
moment longer than was neceſſary to aſcertain that cir-_ 
 cumſtance, we releaſed the Earl, and condufted him to 
our great room, as we called it © __ 
| Lord Leiceſter did not delay to gratify our curiofity, 
but began his ſtory thus : (for to prevent the coldnets 
a relater always gives to events, and as almoſt the very | 
words are familiar to my memory, whenever a narration | 
occurs, I, in juſtice to the per{on concerned, ſhall give 
| him the power of ſpeaking for himſelf.)  _ | 
«* Sprung from a family too diſtinguithed to be un- _ 
| En6wn to you, ladies, I might paſs over the early part _ 
of my life in ſilence, did nor one circumſtance in it ae- 
couat for the honours and favours my royal miftreſs has 
delighted to ſhower upon me. The laſt of five ſons, 
I was too young to be ſenſible of the lols when my un- | 
happy family were ſacrificed to their own ambition 
and epiſcopal tyranny, Without any fortune, and ob- 
'noXxtous to thoſs who had trembled at the very name of 
Northumberland, no happier fate had awaited me from 
| the perſecutions of Mary's reign (a time which will 
fill the lateſt with horror) had not the Earl of Arun» 
_ del generouſly ſcreened me from her rage. He had me 
| cnn from a ſeat of my father's, beſtowed on him 
by the Queen, to Hubert Hall, a noble one of his 
own, where I was educated with his children, without 
being known to the world. 'The kindneſs of this no- 
bleman well deſerves commemoration, ſince to the 
 compatſion awakened by my youth and helpleſs ſtate, 
Nothing was added but a grateful remembrance of a 
1 ſmall favor the Lord Guilford had ſhewn him, ata ' 
u time when his rehgion was more feared, though lefs 
M puniſhed, than ours then was. Senfible of all his ge- 
- i _ nerolity, 1 negle&ted nothing to prove my gratitude ; 
and habit giving me the ſame adrantage in his affection _ 
with his own children, he ſeemed to take pleaſure in. 
EE, numbering me among, them, and propoſed to unite me _ 
[ to one of his daguery who had fron her infancy en- 
| terjained a partiality for ms, Vate was againſt him; 
oe WS: | | tor 


p \ 


for of the four lovely children he had when I was ad- 


de] to the number, I faw him without one, when I 
was but fifteen. 'Theſe loſſes, far from ſouring his 

_ temper, only ſoftened it : he bent himſelf more intent- 
_ ly oneſtabliſhing me in all his fortunes, and was not 
without hopes of obtaining the reverſion of his title for 
me. Miſs Lineric, the daughter of his fiſter, and the 
| heireſs of a large fortune, beſides what ſhe might hope _ 
from him, was the lady he made choice of tor me; and 
the agreement was formed with her father and guardi- 
ans, without my knowledge; nor did I venture, on be- 
 1ng aſked for it, to refuſe my confeat, although I had 
never feen the lady, and found my heart utterly repug- 
| nant to a match in which it had no ſhare. 5 
 ** The princeſs Ehzabeth, (whoſe noble endurance of _ 
an unjuſt impriſonment, will refle& eternal honour on 
her prudence) was, during the life of her fiſter, kept in 
cloſe captivity ; various lords, as various fears obliged 
them to change, had the charge of her; the Earl of 
Arundel was for a ſhort time entruſted with the im- 


' Portant office, and I was thus early introduced to the 


3 : Liowhedge of that pious lady. Far from extending 


the prejudices the might juſtly have imbibed againft my 
family to me, ſhe was Xp to hanour me with her 
notice; to take amuſement in poliſhing my manners | 
and accompliſhing my mind. Brought up a Catholic, 
it was to her I owed the enlightening of my underſtand- _ 
1ng, and the diſcretion to conceal a difference of opi- 
 _nion from my benefator, which might have alienated, 
 anTpethaps broken his heart, te noi 
____« My attachment to her was as great as her own 
coodr:efs; I longed, with the ardour of youth, to ſigna- 
[ine myſelf m her ſervice; nor was 1t long before an oc- 
caſion offered. 'The Earl of Devonſhire, actuated, ei- 
_ ther by love or ambition, flattered himſelf that the Prin- 
ceſs's captivity, would make her gladly embrace a pro-_ 
paſal of marriage: he engaged many noblemen who 
tavoured the Proteftant __ in the ſcheme, and he: 
jmagined nothing was neceſſary towards obtaining her 
Rag 42 but her knowledge of the deſign. To _— 
RN bats - this, 


. 
W 


awkwardueſs of the 
which I was fond, and conſequently. a competent judge, . 
caught my attention ; I ſpoke to him, and the involun- 
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this, | he diſguiſed himſelf as a gardener, and worked | 
ſeveral days in the hope of ſeeing Elizabeth, but in 


vain; for the Queen's orders were ſo ſtrit, that ſhe 
| was allowed for exerciſe only a long gallery with lat- 


ticed windows, which joined to her apartment. The 
Bar] in his new employment, of 


tary tremor, cauſed by a fear of detection, ſtrengthen> 
ed my ſuſpicion; he eluded my queſtiors with too 


much exaQneſs, to be what he afteted; and this I 


mentioned caſually to the Princeſs, while entertaining 


her in the gallery: ſhe liſtened to what T ſaid attentive-. 
ly, and then walking to the window, defired me to 


| Point out the man; he was a ., to reſt himſelf, with 
his eyes fixed intently on the hou 


e; Elizabeth remain-. 
ed at the window buried in thought : at laſt, turning. 
towards me, ſhe demanded, 1f I efteemed her enough to _ 
run ſome hazard for her ſake? J aſſured her with an 


eagerneſs proportioned 10 the defire I had to ſerve her, 
that ſhe could command nothing I would not exccute 


oO 


with joy. She replied, had ſhe not expected ſuch an 
anſyer, ſhe had not ventured ſuch a queſtion ; | 


what I wiſh then, continued the Princeſs, is that, when 


you can find him alone, you will tell that man, I have 
ſeen, and know him; and fince.I cannot doubt his in- 


tention 1s to render me ſome ſervice, I requeſt he will 


 Gignifſy 1ts nature by you; but as he may doubt the fin- _ 
_ cerity of a gentleman, whoſe intereſt ſeems ſo oppoſite 
_ to his own, ſhew him this jewel, he will remember it, 
and fay I bid you tell him, it was the gift of his fa- 


ther to me ſome years ago.” FOLLY 
< 'The Princeſs then took from her arm a remarka- 
ble diamond, and gave it to my care; I withdrew from 


| her poejance. and never did night ſeem longer than 


that I ſpent, before it was poſlible for me to execute _ 


her command; but reſolved not to loſe a moment, I 
aroſe very early, and. placed myſelf in a thicket, 
| through which I knew he muſt paſs. His reluctance 
to mix with the daily labouteis, whoſe happineſs 

of SO le ONT reaches. 
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reaches not heyond a coarſe meal, and a coarſe *eff, 
mace him uſually come alone, ar4 when the reft were 


__ paſt, I ſaw him > Certaim, without knowing 
t he muſt be a man of <Rtinaion, I 


drew near him with refpe&t, and delivered my embafiy; 
the confulion and doubt my addrefs occafiored, vanith. 


ed at {ioht of the diamond; he fell into raptures at the 


goodnets of the Princeſs, and no words feemed ſuffi- 


cient to teſtify his gratitude for my fervice. 


Acqueinted enough with the world to know the 


oy placing a confidence is the fureft way of attaching a 
young mind, he made no ſecret of his name, and gave 
_ into my hands a letter as valuable to him as his lite. 


. Elizabeth, diſguſted at the free hope he expreft, or 


perhaps unwilling to remove herfeli ſtill farther from 


the throne by offending her fifter, declined the propofal 


of the Ear}, who neglected no inftance to induce her 


to change her mind, as he could never hope to finda 


 _ time fo {avourable for her efcape: he fancied at laſt, I 
had an intereſt in her refeting 


im, and when nothing 
could prevail with her, laviſhed all his reproaches on 
me, as-the capital obſtacle. I know not to what ex-_ 


_ tremities he might have carried his reſentment had nou 


Lord Arundel, to whom the head gardener had declar- 
ed his fuſpicions of this man, from having found fonie | 


_ jewels ſewed in his garb, cauſed him to be .apprehend- 
| 6d; but his Hl heath and infirmities, difab 

_ from an immediate examination, notice was ſent to the 
 _ Caurt, and the Farl confined with caution. 'The 
Princeſs alarmet at this accident, which fhe fareſaw her 


-. 


ing him. 


enemies would conſtrue to her diſadvantage, without 


| giving her a chance. to juſtify herſelf, forgot that calm- | 
 _wefs, which conſtituted in her early years the meritorious. 
| part of her-character, TI too ſenſibly felt her affliftions, 
not jo participare in. this ; and to prove my ſympathy, 
Þrmed a defign, which the romantic generoBiry 1nci- 


dent to youth alone could juſtify. 31 Hog 
4 Intrufted with the charge of the criminal, it was 


very eaſy for me, in the dead of night, to {ct him free; 
| but to render; my generoſity complete and enfure 


Mis | 


| his eſcape, TI ordered a horſe to be in readineſs it the 

thicket as for myfelf, and furnmhing him with fome. 
_ clothes of my own, condufted him to the garden gate, 

ard returned more fatisfied with my owh condudt thati 
T ever yet had been. _ oF 
The confequences of his eſcape faggeſted themſelves 
immediately to Lord Arundel on his receiving the in. 
formation ; he ſehr for me, as my cohnivance was evi- 
_ dent, and angry at my refufing evena reafon for it, fave 
the'promiſe I had made, he ordered me to be confined 
and diſpatched a meſfenger to Court with the tull par. 
riculars: of the prifoner's enlargetment. A ſhort time,- 
however, hae 


mn 


| for a rafhnefs as culpable as my own, and fent feveral 


of his fervants'to flay the firſt, bur not finding kim 


" Teturn, he was pleaſed at once to forget my obftinacy, 
and, by coming to vifit me, fhew he pardoned my fault. 
—He then told me he had nothing, ro propole, that 
would enſure my ſafety, but unmediate tlight; and: 
| not doubting that he could appeaſe the Queen, re- 
commended me to fet out immediately for Ireland; to 
take refuge with his brother-in-law, Sir Patrick Line- 
ric. Overwhelmed with his goodnefs, I had no way to 
atone for my error, but obedience, and prepared for my, 


his refentment ; he reproached himſelf 


journey without hefitation ;—thereludtance with which _ 


the Earl parted from me, was a cutting reproach; 'but' 
heaven did not ſuffer me to efcape unpunithed: IT was 
| met on the road by a party of guards, conduCted by the 
_ firft meffenger, who, ignorant of the change in Lon | 
Arundel's reſolution, imagined I was making my eſcape 
_ likewiſe, and.conjured the officer to ſeize me : Routth | 
& at a ſtroke fo unforeſeen and unlucky, I delivered 
up my arms without refiftarice, and was condacted to 
the Tower of London. _ Et Poo oe, 
Some days elapſed without my ſeeing any but my 
ard; when I was conducted before the privy coun- 
cil, and interrogated concerning what I knew of the 
priſoner and his defigns ; bur retufing to anſwer, I was 
remanded back to a cloſer duapron and harder fare. 
This was repeated ſeveral times, infoemuth that F'was: 
E Sr | aſtoniſhed 


6 THE RECESS, 4c 


aſtoniſhed at not being tried and ſentenced by the law ; 

when one day I was agreeably ſurpriſed at ſeeing Lord 
_ Arundel enter my os 

| had fo altered me, that the good man, neglecting his 


_ commiſfhtion, wept like an infant on my neck; but 


on. Want of air and proper food 


recovering, and remembering he was not ſent to con- 


| ſole me, and had witneſſes attending to report our diſ- 
courſe, he began with conjuring me, by every power he 
| Had over me, as a father, a guardian, and a friend, to 
_ provide for my own ſafety by a diſcovery of all I knew, 
without which my life would be devoted, in ſpite of 


his efforts, and the affliction of loſing the only prop of 
his old age, would infallibly ſhorten his days. . 
_* The gentleneſs of this addreſs, the concern which 


_ wrung every venerable feature, pierced my. ſoul ; and, 
; ors I could not betray the Princeſs, I will candid- 
| by confeſs I lamented my rath officiouſneſs ; but as re- 


pentance was fruitleſs, I had only to ſummon patience 
to endure an evil I had brought on myſelf ; neverthe- 


leſs, to afflict the beaefaRtor, to whoſe goodneſs I ow-. 


_ edall, was a trial indeed. I threw mylelf at his teefr, 


I conjuzed him only to remember my obſtinacy, to caſt 
me from his heart, but never employ a power I re- 
vered, to make me odious and contemptible,—aſſuring 


| him an honorable death was, in my eyes, infinitely 
more to be defired than a life prolonged by treachery 


and ingratitude.—He regarded me with attention, and 
after ſeeming to deliberate for a moment, he proceeded _ 


to offer me moſt ſplendid rewards. I ftopt him; © oh, 

| my Lord! exciaumed I, can you think ſo meanly of the 
man before you, as to believe, after refifting your in- 
_ treaties, he can poorly be bribed to do ll; how truly 


unworthy then were I of the name of your ſon?” _ 
« What can I ſay?” faid he, turning to ſome men 


preſent, and drawing his hands from mine to claſpthem 
| together in angony of grief; © Adieu, my dear i 


on. I 
am unequal to the taſk impoſed on me. May the God 
who taught you principles ſo juſt, bleſs and protect you 
whatever your fate; nfy days may ſtill be fewer than 
yours, and this 1s, perhaps, an eternal farewell, —Adieu 
ry again, 
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again, I will never forget you;” ſaying theſe words, 
| he caught hold of ſome perſons preſent, who rather 
carned than ied him owe nt 
|  T had before this been ſupported by pride, but the 
ſenſe of doing wrong, had never mingled with my feel- 
ings tiH now : my own life had hitherto preſented no- 
| thing to make it particularly valuable ; but that of 
Lord Arundel, was a blefling to himſelf and his coun- 
| try: and what right had I to ſhorten it ? I, whole pe-_ 
__ culiar duty it was to watch over his decay, and ſmooth 
his paſſage to the grave; this remembrance gave me_ 


inexpre{fible grief. a ne 
I found likewiſe that the court, from my reſolution, 
imagined the plot of much more conſequence than it | 
really was; yet after ſo many demials I could not de- 
clare the whole, without bringing an imputation, more | 
terrible than death, on my memory : therefore called. 
_ together every refieftion that could fortify my mind, 
_ and awaited my fate with compoſure. EO 2 
A very few days after this interview put an end to _ 
| the life of the Queen, whoſe cruelty caſt a blot alike. 
on her ſex and religion, and Elizabeth being placed on 
_ the throne by the voice of the people, made the open- 
 Ipg my priſon doors one of her firſt cares; —ſhe did 
me the honour of ſeeing me in the garmentsTI had worn 
in my confinement, and gave me her royal word that 
ſhe ſhould find no greater pleaſure in her ſovereignty, 
than that of rewarding my fidelity.  _ 
An allay was prepared to this fatisfaftion ; Lord 


Arundel expired the night before of the gout in ts. 


 Romach ; but, knowing I might claim my ftafety from | 
the new Queen, he had left me joint heir with his 
. Niece, of his eſtates, with only one condition, which 
_ was, that of marrying her : ordering the covenant 
| ſhould be fulfilled in two years, and 1t either party re- 
fuſed to comply, his or her ſhare of the fortune ſhould 
go to the other. All the advautages I could have 
reaped, had he Jeft me ſole heir of his wealth, would 
| never have recompenſed me for his loſs, This blow 

lefſened the hopes of my life ; I had promiſed myſelf 


—— 
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in the ſirft moments of my freedom, to convince this 
nobly dilintereſted friend, that independenee could ne- 
ver leſſen my gratitude, but would rather increaſe an 
attachment to whith the ntalicious could then allign no 


| motive but the juft one. | 
= | The Queen, in 'the firſt years of her reign, loaded 
me with honors, called me her knight, nor entered into 
_ any amuſement in which I was not a party. The ob- 
 ſequious behaviour of my equals, flattered a vanity 
latent in my heart, and perſuaded me they ſaw deeper 
into her Mmtentions than myſelf, T was much younger 
than Elizabeth) and involved in another engagement, yet 
the world thought ſhe loved me ; but being little diſ- | 
ofed to matrimony, and by the Queen's | Ei eha- 
| led to indulge myſelf, I gave up to Miſs Lineric the 
eſtates of her uncle, without. even ſeeing her, becauſe 
1 would not offend the ;elation of Lord Arundel, by 
A giving the world reaſon to believe I did it from diſtaſte. 
—_ *Phis circumſtance no ſooner reached the ear of the 
| Queen, than it filled her with gladnefs viſible to the 
| whole Court, which confirmed them in the belief I 
| was deftined one day to ſhare her rank. I had reaſon 
to be convinced, from many circumſtances of the 
Queen's condudct, known but to myſelf, that ſhe really 
had an. affetion for me, aud only waited till ſome of 
_ theelder nobility, who were my rivals, had given up 
= the purſuit, and ull my years allowed her to make me _ 
 ___ her choice. without bringing a cenfureon her prudence. 
C . | Attached to EVraberh rather by gratitude than af- 
| feftion, I had patience enough to wait her reſolution, 
 andentertained myſelf rather with the gaieties, than 
the politics of the kingdom. - It was at.,this time the 
beautiful Mary of Scotland ſhone forth {fatally for 
| herſelf) the rival of Elizabeth, and deſtroyed that | 
peace which. proſperity and admiration had contribued. 
" to beſtow on our Queen, Intheadverſity of her youth, 
| ſhe flattered herſelf with ſupporting a ſuperiority over 
| her opprefſor by a diſcreet Lubmiſtion ; but to meet 
with {o powerful a rival in beauty, talents and empire, 
when at the ſummit of her glory, was' a ſtroke as 
Ty Ee Ln mortitying 
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 mortifying as unexpected : She ever fickenet at the 
name of Mary, and, by extravagant praiſes, pointed 
theſerere remarks ſhe continually made on her condud}. = 
She maintained with a rigid exaCtreſs the advantages 
ſhe poſſefſed, from the fituation of her kingdom, over 
her neighbour, and continually affefted ro chitfe trer a 
hufband from the hantfome and diffolute nobles of her 
_ Court. Melwil, the Scotch ambafſador, amony other 
preſents to Eltzabeth, brought with him a picture of 
the Queen of Scotland; it was done by a French artift. 
exquifitely fkilled ; this Title portrau Elizabeth al- 
ways wore hanging to her breaſt; T never beheld it 
without admiring the fineſt imitation art could execure 
=. oO Oy production of _ _ One even- 
ing while the Queen was converfing wnh me, my eyes, 
Þya kind of LE were fixed on this ornament; the. 
ſuddenly rofe, and retired in great wrath to her apart- 
ment. She ſhut herſelf up three days before the ex- 
_ travagance of her reſentment permitted her to form any. 
reſolution ; at Tat the Counteſs of Somerſet came ro 
me with the picture, and an affurance from the Queen, 
 thatas ſhe perctived I could never be happy withont 
the original, ſhe ſhould alter her defipns, and had fence. 
CO to the Earl of Bedford tv propoſe me to 
> Thunder-ftrick at fo exceffire and ridiculous 2 jer- 

_ Joufy, Þ negleRted nothing to ſatisfy the Queen ; T 
made a thouſand protefſtations of my indifference to the 
"Queen of Scots in vain ; Elizabeth's pride was offend- 

ed, and that was the hardeſt to appeafe of all her pat- 
 fons——ſhe infifted on my keeping the picture, and 
haughtily forbad me ever to remember her bur as my 

 fovereign. _ Er Np We ID 7 

F renred from her preſence piqued by her haugh-_ 
tineſs, which, though a quality adapted to her rank, 

_ 18 diſpuſting in her ſex. - The picture of Mary was yet 
1n my hehe I remembered the ſweetneſs and 

effability ſhe was famed for, the infinite ſuperiority of 
her charms, and the foſtreſs of her character, I was 
grateful to Ehzabeth for her anger; fince it broke the 


ties 
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_ ties my gratitude had formed, and left me in hope of : 


a happier fate. I repented a meſlage I had ſent otf to 
the Ear] of Bedtord to forbid his mentioning my name; 
and only wiſhed it might arrive too late. In my union 


with Elizabeth I ſaw I muſt be a cypher, ſor the was | 
jealous to exceſs of her power; with Mary I might 
ſhare a kingdom, and, by itudying her humour, render 


her and"myſelf happy. All our wiſhes are not, how- 


_ ever, to be ſucceistul. The Queen of Scots, pre- 


pollefſed that Elizabeth intended to raiſe me to the 


throne of England, believed the propoſal a jeſt, and 
' treated 1t as fuch. 'The Earl of Bedford gave into 


this, from a convition he thould oblige me by it, and | 


thus I found myſelf, after having aſpized to two | 
Queens, without hopes of either, - Rt | 


From the moment of my being negleted by Eliza- 


beth, I had found myſelf in the condition of thoſe ia- 
_ Yourites who fall from the pinnacle of greatnefs to ob-_ 
Jeurity, After ſeeing my preſence make a circle, and 
my apartmeat a Court, I appeared alone, or continued 


in ſolitude. Vanity, and not generofity, had coverned 


me, and of thoſe. who followed, no ane realiy loved, 
and all envied me; they _—_ in. my diſgrace, and 


Nhat ſhall I ſay, ladies? 


ridiculed 'my ambition. 


ſhall TT give falſe motives for my ations, . or 'confefs 
faults my youth may execute ? 1 muſt be fincete, whe- 
mo that flncerity. mtereſts.you in my. tavour. or other- 
WW =" | Pte, ES 


Reſolved at all events to-have the-pleaſure of morti- 


| fing my encmies-——1 wrote to the Queen, afluring 
| her, that the honours .the had loaded me with, were 


1ncumbrances, fince ſhe had withdrawn her favor, and 
in my offence (vnwuting as It was). exceeded -jorgive- | 
neſs, I reqeufted to —_ my employments and retire 

to Kenilworth, 'Dhis letter I took an opportunity of 
prefenting to her inthe gardens of Sheen, and tar trom. 
pronouncing. a levere'ſentence, the was pleaſed to ithed 
tears, and tenderly reproached. me on the lightneſs of 
my attachment; on which. 1 took the picture of the 


| Queen of Scots, and caſting it into the 'Thames, en- 


treated 
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treated her to bury with it the remembrance of my 
fault. She gave me her hand to kiſs, and I had the 
Pride of leading her to Court, re-inflated 1n her favor. 
This diſgrace taught me a uſeful leffon; which was 
to employ my pow er but to ſerve the worthy, the only 
_ way to ſecure triends and avoid making enemies. . 1 | 
learnt how to rate juſily all who ſurrounded me, to 
_ deſpiſe flattery, and by never elevating myſelf, put it 
_ Out of the power of malice or envy in tutureto humi- 3 
| late me. 'The Queen was prefled by the Parhameit 
to marry; ſhe had promiſed to deliberate on the propo- 
 fal, and my intereſtin her heart, made me hope a javour- ' 
able concluſion to my ſuit, when an unfortunate chance 
overturned all my ſchemes and hopes, and made me_ 
tremble whenever the Queen opened her lips to me,” 
leſt T ſhould hear a reſolution which was ſo lately my. 
= Ee OST 
 _ Sir Walter, the head of the Devereux family, was 
lately created Earl of Eflex : he had been ſent to Ire- 
land to ſubdue the rebels, where he married. He re- 
| turned to Court to preſent his bride, whom Ihad ſcarce. 
_ regarded a moment, when my heart became ſenſible of 
_ a ſentiment unknown to it before. I was ambitious of 
her notice, and envied the courtiers who ſurrounded 
her ; I yet trembled to approach her, and the compli.” 
_ ment of introduction was delivered by me with a low 
voice and timid air; the cold dignity of her manner, 
and her inſtantly turning from me toy copverſe'with - 
Lord Sands, affronted me highly. I exammed all I 
had ſaid or done, but not finding ary thing exception- | 
able on my part, I condenined her as a > pans. gi), 
vain of i adrantog even to folly; I retired- 
with the Queen without taking any farther notice of 
| Lady Effex. 'The Queen gave a ball that evening: T 
drefi ſeveral hours too 1con, and continually fancied 
the clock ſtood, Not doubting that T had the power 
of mortiſying Lady Eſiex, I determined to uſe it ; e- 
ven her Lord ſeerned united in her offence, though I 
| had ro complaint to make againſt him but that he had 
married her. [In ſhort, pleaſed orangry, I could _ 
| | | Q 


þ 
a 
þ 


agree with him.” 
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»f nothing but her, and though I ftaid at home till quite 
_ nred, 1 found mylelt the firft in the drawing room. 


The Queen learnint I was there, and pleaſed with 


75, my attention, which {he placed to her own x#ecou..t, 


fent ſor we to her cloſet ; among other queſtions the 


. aſked how TI biket Laly Effex, and the atperity with * 
 whith I cenfured her, was far from diſpleating Eliza- 
beth, who had a talent for fitire and was fond of all 
who excelled in it. | Gun 


We entered the rovin at the ſane moment with the | 


| lovely bride, more obviouſly fo as more atorned. The 
 Qreen turned ro me who was leaning on the back of 
 kerchair © TI think, ſaid ſhe, my Lord, I muſt take 


the liberty of appointing yoa to» dance with Lady Ef-. 


fox, that the Court tnay have ah opportubity of ad- 
_ fruriny how well I have matched her.” IS | thought, | 
returned I, your Majeſty had promiſel me the pleature 
of entertaining you; and luwely Lady Effex, has 
matched herſel{ much more happily.” * Lord Leicel- 
_ ter, madam, ſaid that Lady, in an iromeal tone, is 


uniform in his opinion refpeCting me, ahd for once I 

ok this, the gave het hand to 
her Lord, who honoured the youriger Cecil with it. 
Amazed at a pique, I could no way explaia, I refraned 
18 a fallen reverie, till the Queen interrupted it by 


_ aſking, If I did not think Lady Efſex's wit melined £5 


the fevere? I replied, * when I knew whether the 


| had any ſenſe, I thould judge of her wit, but that at - 


preſent ſhe was perſe&ly waintelligible to me.” * Why, 
turely my Lord, cried the Queen, leaning on the arm of | 


her chair, and raifing her eyes to mine, you know the - 


was M's Lineric ?” What a fund of intelligence was 
conveyed in theſe few words, and what a revolutio:: 


__ did they make in my mind !——To find I had reſuter, 
__ and in refuſing infulted the woman on whom wy ha. 


pineſs muſt depend, or, rather, from whoſe reſenr- 
ment my milery was begun. ——Pride, anger, an1 
ambition vaniſhed; my heart overflowing with chagrin 
and love, applauded her juſt diſdain, and owned He 
could never deſpiſe me for my Rupidity half ſo much 


as 
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as I did myſelf. Tnfenfible to all the difcourſe of the 
Queen, my eyes purſyed with a vain and late regret. 
the beauteous bride, till the meanders of the dance 
_ eluded my fight. I ſtruck my head in a tranſport a- 
gainft the Queen's chair, and being obliged tg excuſe 


Tayſelf, complained of a vertigo and retired. 


I was interrupted in the midſt of the dilagreeable re- 
Aections arifing trom the paſt 1cene, by Elizabeth's phy- 
fician, whom ihe had graciouſly ordered to attend me. 
__Heeafily invented a realon fora malady his art could 

neither cauſe or cure, and having directed me to. be. bled, 
left me to repole, "The Queen lent ſeveral meſſengers 
to enquire ajter me, and when I paid my duty next to 
hes, almoſt gave me a relaple ty dibuiſhng her atten-, 
_ dants. Perplexed and unealy, l hardly dared to raiſe 
my eyes, or anticipate her deternynatzon. 1 met hers, 
which leemed equally irrelfolute, and a pauſe of a 
few moments, was at laſt interrupted by Elizabeth. 
She informed me, that after the moit mature delibe- 


j ration, ſhe found, that although ſhe' preter12d me to 


all men exiitiog, the could not by marrying make me 


, happy, or be fo herſel{; that in yielding to this weak- 
! nets, of her heart, ſhe ſhould far ever fully her reputa- 


tion for wiſdom, which would always, while fingle, 
teach. her how to manage other potentates, elther by 
| hope or fear; and that iuch a degradation, in genezal 
opinion, would tog fſenfibly ate& her. Leaceiter, 

Tſaid the, thou ſeeit my ingenuous motives. I know 
| thou loveſt we, and to wake thee ſome amends far the 
grief this muſt give thee, be affured by gur royal. word, 
' that we will nevey marry another man dons tori9us 

| his ranks Canfider, therefore, whatever matimonial 
treaties are on foot as tubs thrown. out to the whale, 

and remember Elizabeth's friendſbip. thall diftinguith 
thee almoſt as much as. her choice. © 
I kiffed the hand ſhe held outto me with apparent 
chagrin, but. in reality ſhe had relieved my heart from. 
a heavy load. TI ventured to admire a forgtude: which 
_ reduced: me to deſpair, and thus: amply grantied: that 
_ vanity, which. ig. her, takes the lead, of feuſihility. 


Never- 
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 1t not abſo | 
ſtory. There was a levity and inconfiſtency im the man- 


ners of Lady Effex, which ſoon awakened her Lord's 
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Nevertheleſs, I was firuck with her demand of a ſo- 
lemn promiſe on = Sr: never to marry without her 
conſent, and confidered it as a ſelfiſh and arbitrary ex- 


ation, unknown to a tender heart. | 


| The whole Court learnt I had loſt my hopes with- 


_ out lofing my influence. 'The Queen, juſt to her pro- 
miſe, gave me a palpable ſuperiority on every oecali 
_ and I only defired it to make my homage more gpratify- 
- Ing to the fair Lady Eſſex, who ſhewed too ck anger 
_ to rob me of hope. Had ſhe appeared equally indiffer- 
_ ent and polite, ſhe would totally have diſcouraged me, 


10N, 


but a man may reaſonably flatter himſelf with the 
proſpe&t of a pardon, as long as a lady deigns to appear 
offended. I made every poſhible conceffion to her pride, 
and the pleaſure ſhe found in humbling me, interwove | 


me inſenfibly with her happineſs. 


I ſhould ſpare to your virgin delicacy, ladies, the. 
ragnauy 6% 2 of a diſgraceiul and guilty love, was 
utely effential to mark the remainder of my 


jealouſy, and.as the hadalways been OS 1 to folly, 


The could ſo ill brook ary reſtraint, that it threw her the 
more readily into my F-ear40 The belief that I was 
d had myſelf reduced her to make 


loved alone by her, an 
another choice, enabled her to preferve a merit with 
me even in her fall The few hours we could ſteal, 
were laviſhed in the moſt ardent affection. I grew al- 


moſt as jealous of her as her Lord, and bleſt the cau-_ 
tion with which he ſhut her vp more and more, even 


{rom me, fince it totally excluded all other lovers. "The 


-oftner I ſaw her, however, the more ardently t deſired 


it; and when at laſt her Lord was appointed to the 


_ command of the ſorces in Ireland, whither he deſpo-_ 
_ tically reſolved to carry her, my paſſion and pgriet kept 


pace with hers : the Court prefented nothing to me 


worthy to ſupply the loſs of one fo amiable, and had 


not the Queen given me the command 1n the Low Coun. 


. tries, I know not how I ſhould long have concealed the 


emptineſs of my boſom, now its tenant had flown. 


Several 


LM Several years paſſed away in a variety of ſcenes with- 


out my ſeeing Lady Effex, when the early death of her 
 Lordlefſt her at liberty to fix her refidence in England. 

I returned home -on the firſt intelligence. "The ſober _ 
_ widowhooed in which ſhelived, made it difficult for me 
_ to gain admiſſion to her preſence, which I at laſteffe- 
_ ed by adiſguiſe. Her beauty ſhone through her ſables 

with new and more touching graces, while my heart 
betrayed me into involuntary exclamatr ns and careſfſes. 
She wept, and retreating from my arms, aſſured me, 


__ the only action of her lite ſhe repented was that attach-_ 


ment which had ſullied her innocence, and which ſhe 


refolved to expiate by eternal ſecluſion and repentance. 


AU my intreaties were fruitleſs. She burſt from me 
into an apartment, where ſhe told me, her brother, Mr. 
 Lineric, was, who inftantly ruſhed into the room, and 
_ demanded by what right I had preſumed to detain her ? 
_ TI anſwered truly, by that of a lover alone, and flattered 
niytelf with gaining the intereſt of this young Iriſh- 
man 1n favour of my pretenfions, by obtaining a con- 
 fiderable poſt for him the next day, I eafily diſcerned | 
her aim was a marriage with me, which from every 
_ reaſon, and more eſpecially the promiſe I had made to 
the Queen, I wiſhed to avoid. Endleſs negociations 
were carried on, and theſe termented the weakneſs of _ 
my heart to ſuch a degree, that T forgot her error. 
Vanity but too ealily perſuades a gererous man to par- 
_ don a frailty of which he is the cauſe and the objett, 
Lady Effex liſte. ed very readily to an honourable pro- | 
poſal, and gave nie at Greenwich an excluſive claim to 
that hand ſo long, fo paſſionately beloved. ot: 
Anxious to corceal this event from the Queen, 
wv ho rigidly maintained over me the rights of a jealous 
lover, while ſhe diſclaimed tte title, I vilited my bride 
very rarely, and my affe&tion rather increaſed: than di- 
miniſhed; in fa&t, _T was the more completely happy 
when with, becauſe I hourly experieuced, in every 
abſence, the impoſſibility of being happy without 
hey? ay -. :F OD OnT = T1. 
Fo return one moment to the poor Matilda, from 


the 
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the moment Lord Leiceſter named this Lady, my heart 

preſaged her his wife; the cloſing evening had huckily. 
revented the various changes of my countenance from 

Lo vilible, but the fuppreſt ſwellings of my heart at 


| lat conquered my ſpirits, and I funk back at this part 
| of. his recital, if not fainting, at leaſt ſenſeleſs. 


Lord Leiceſter, alarmed, united with the marGad | 


Ellinor to recover me ; when fearing my full eyes would 
betray my heart, Lurged indiſpoſitzon, and betought his 
_ excule for retiring to. my chamber. He made many 
apologies for having fatigued me, to which Ellinor a- 


lone.could anſwer. As ſoan as he left us, giving way 


'to an irrefiſtible impreſſion of ſadneſs, I threw my 
arms round Ellinor, and wept bitterly ; her generous 


tears ſtreamed with mine, and we ſeemed tully to. 
mingle ſouls, without exe ng "OS Ju ION 
1, my beloved ſiſter, ſaid ſhe, | 
and will ſpare your delicacy, but you wanted courage 
to hear the whole, and this lady 1s not- immortal._— 
Think better of yourſelt and your hopes, my dear Ma- 
tilda, for Ellinor becomes a prophet in your cauſe, and 
ſays Lord Leiceſter and you were born tor each 


 othen.” ---; -; 


This Lnle fally could not call the ſmile the wiſhed 


_ for into my cheek. I was the more hurt at this event, 


becauſe I had, (though I know not for what reaſou 
<xo_p that we all too readi)y believe what we wiſh) 


overlooked it in my arrangement of ſuppoſitions. I 
paſt the whole night in walking about my room, and 


lamenting. *© He 1s married! I would exclaun; that 


ovale heart and hand are then anothers.! Oh, 


juſt heaven! have I then inherited my mother's 
fate with her features? Is a guilty paſhon or- 
dained to be. the crime and ſcourge of all my race ? let 


me at leaſt bury it in my boſom. Yes, cned I, with 


conſcious dignity, I may be unfortunate but not cen- 
ſurxable: the daughter of Mary ſhall be worthy the Stu- 
art line. When this admired Leiceſter returns into the 
world, he ſhall remember with reverence this innocent 


| afjlum, and the family of Howard ſhall. be till dear to 


him 


—C—————— 


him. Oh may he'return in ſafety to that moſt happy 
of wives ! while I waſte my youth in a ſolitude only 
pleaſing by its having once been his ſhelter.” Selt 
would then predominate, and floods of- impaſſioned 
tears waſh away every juſt reſolution, Alas, I forgec © 
_ to whom I am writing; the language and thoughts of 
lovers muſt be uniformly the fame; and I can only ex- 
cuſe theſe rhapſodies, by obferving a tender heart 
_ traces its own emotions under the name of another with 
a melancholy pleaſure 
Lord Leiceſter, at the uſual hour, the next day re- 


ſumed his narrative. HTS INS | 
The wars in the Low Countries carried me abroad 
Half the year, and the remainder I divided between the 

_. Court and my Lady. Security perhaps-produced care- 
 leffneſs, and the French ambaſſador, whoſe Court was 
intereſtedin depriving me of the Queen's favour, as the _ 

_ Chief obſtacle to her appointed marriage with the Duke 

of Anjou, by fome unexpected vigilance traced out 

the ſecret'of my ntarriage, of which he inftamly ap- _ 
prized Elizabeth. Thad the vexation one morning to 
receiie the moſt marked tokens of her diſpleaſure, for 

| the 1s but too well known to give an unbounded licenie 
to her tongue, whenever her paſſions are awakened. 
She ended her virulent reproaches with ordering me 
immediately to join the army in the Netherlands, and 
never to return without her permiffion. Thunderiruck 

both with the diſcovery and her condudt, I bowed and 

_ retired, without attempting to offer a fingle word in my 
defence. The Queen maade me however ſome atone- 
ment for her vivler.ce, by refuſing the Duke, when 
every preliminary was' ſettled; which cruelly diſap- 

pointed tho French ambaſſador. #0 Ten 
No longer condemned to ſilence, my retinue eſcorted 
Lady Leiceſter to Kenilworth Caitle, as the ſafeſt reii- 

 _ dence while the Queen's anger continued; and I obey- 

_ ed her in departing for Holland. I ſoon iearnt that 
Elizabeth's chief reaſon fur not recalling me, was the 
being obliged to pardon my wife, to-whom, by a mot 
unaccountable whim, ſhe had transferred all her re- 

Vor. I. D_ | ſentment, 
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to appeaſe the Queen. » E 
1 executed my defign ſo happily, that my arrival at 
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| ſentment, and whom ſhe hoped to puniſh by continuing 2 


to ſeparate us. 'The times, and a variety of reaſons, : 


made our correſpondence uncertain; months ſometimes 
elapſed, and without I ſent an expreſs, I obtained no. 
| news of one ſo dear to me. TI was unjuſt enough to. 


1mpute the difficulties by turns to the Queen; and my 


_ enemies; and piqued at Elizabeth's ungenerous motive _ 
for exiling me, reſolved to paſs over incognito into- 
England, and conduct Lady Leicefter into the Nether--. 


lands; or, if ſhe was averſe to that meaſure, endeavour 


\ . 


my own Caſtle was the firſt news of my intention to 


Lady Leiceſter, whom I found confined to the houſe 
_ by indiſpoſition.. It ſtruck me her joy was nearly allied . 
| to ſorrow ; but the thought was momentary, and I im- 


puted it to her malady. Her beauty appeared much 


_ impaired, but placing the alteration merely to grief 


for my ablence, it became a new. call upon my tender-_ 


neſs. She told me the terror ſhe was under of Eliza-_ 
| beth had made her almoſt a priſoner in her own houſe, 
where ſhe had paſſed fifteen months without any own - 
er 


ny except her brother, who had kindly followed 


into this ſolitude to fix her influence over an ungovern- 
_ able train of ſervants to whom ſhe was a ſtranger. I. 
returned. Lineric every acknowledgment, and compli- 


mented him with a fine diamond given me by the States - 
on a former occafion. _ «; oy 
A long abicence from this manſion, where art and 


\ nature unite to produce almoſt the efſeft of novelty, 
made it appear a moſt heavenly retreat from the noiſe 
and buſtle of a cemp. I paſſed the. afternoon in ſur- OG 


veying the gardens, and directing many neceſſary al- 


terations. 


Inſentibly fatigued beyond bearing, I conſented, at 


the perſuaſion of my Lady, to retire and endeavour to 
reſi an hour ear]y in the evening. . I had ſlept ſeveral, . 


v, ben my valet, Le Val, threw open the curtains, and 
with a countelance full of horxor and intelligence, 


Y Ls the wiath Juch a ruce Jalutayzonn muſt ne- 
ceFarily occaſion. 


© Amazel 
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Amazed beyond cproliien, I bad him recolle 
| himſelf, fince, which thus confuſed, I couldmot wy 
on his accounts, however kind his intention. = 
* Pardon me, my Lord, ſaid he, the liberty | your 
ſafety reduces me to take, of ſdng the truth of the 
| grievous intelligence I am obliged in duty to reveal, by 
_ firſt queſtioning your Lordſhip : have you remarked | 
that almoſt all your domeſtics are changed ?” 
I was ſtruck with conviction by the Sven, though 
'T had not made the obſervation. 
- no, ſaid he warmly, there was a deviliſh rea- 
| ſon for that.” 
_ ©. Beware, Le Val, returned 1, of - you would | 
infinuate; for if, without proof, you dare aſperſe—— 
| 4 T have but too ſufficient reaſons, my Lord, added | 
he, ſhaking his head, but they. ſhall never /paſs._ this 
boſom if you give an affirmauve to my next deniard, 
Are you convinced, my Lord, that man is brother to 
_ my Lady whois called' ſo 7 
« I-hefitated.” 
4 Let us hope not, ſaid he, with vehemence, Tek. 
we ſhock humanity; for as ſure. as one God made them 
bath, they are but too well agreed.” 
 Horror-ftruck with the idea, my heart PR A and 


_ involuntarily admitted a doubt (but too many circum- | 


| ſtances corroborated. Her love of retiremeut might 
| proceed more from ſuch an attachment than regard tor 
me ; nay, even her marriage be but an honourable. 
veil to the looſeſt connexion. I had neither power nor 
will to filence the poor fellow, who went on with an 
honeſt eagerneſs--- 

..-..* Of all the ſervams long reta' ned by y your Lord- 
ſhip, two only remain, and the reſt are a ſet of Un 20- 
_ verned Iriſh, attached by country to both brother and 
fiſler. The ſewer owns he kept his place by tilence 
_ and ſubmiſſion, and dame Margery, the houlckeeper, 
moſt probably, by managing my Lady's ſecrets, But 
the ſewer will make oath of my Lady's intercourlie 
with Lineric, and, that far from wiſhing ſor your re- * 
turn, they are- alarmed at it beyond mealure, as my 


D 2 Lay 
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Lady expeCts every hour to be delivered ——— Nor is 
___ * Give me time to breathe, Le Val! criedT, for 
this horrible intelligence unmans me.” 
** I could not be filent and know you wronged, my 
Lord, though your ſword were to rip out my heart. 
But I fear : Lt fear left ſomething is now 
| hatching againſt your life, for my Lady is in Rhwegery's 
room, directing ſome carp in the manner you uſed to 
| Ike ſo well : and I ſaw Lineric's ſervant ſet out ſor 
Coventry, from whence he 1s this moment returned 
with a horſe his ſpeed has half killed.” 
« Well, well, ſaid I, be affured I ſhall conſider 
_ over all you have ſaid, and will avoid taſting the dith 
you mention.” |\ «| ei OTE 
__ —* Ah my Tord ! that will only convince them you 
_ ſuſpe& their diabolical intention, and the ſervants of 
therr own placing form a Jittle army in the houſe. If 
my T ord will hear the advice of his ſervant, I have a 
ray to propoſe, which will have no 11] conſe uence if 
no 1i{is meant; 1t otherwiſe, 1t will fall only on the. 
contvivers. Another diſh compoſed of the ſame ingre- 
dients, the ſewer can place at the bottom of the tabje; 
when the fupper 1s ſerved, I will pretend to be drynk, 
and making a ſcuffle in the adjoining hall,, my Tady 
and her brother will naturally take the alarm, and in- 
 ferfere; the ſewer can in the interim change the two | 
<i{tes, by which means my Lady will tafte the diſh of 
her own preparing, and muſt abide the event.” 
The plan was of ntelt 1o innocent, and well con- 
_ trived, that 1 retoived to authoriſe it, and Te Val, 
fatisfied with his Gditcovery, retired. He had indeed 
relieved his minc, but what a weight had he leſt on 
mire ! '{ he bare iftea had filled me vith a thouſand 
horrors. Þvery thirg confirms vs either in love or 
| harred.—1 he hlence of my friends v hen my marriage 
was diſcovered ; her tears, her altered perſon, that 
 remiſinets 1m writing, tor wv hich IT hadin my own heart. 
cecinred the Queen—all, 3n thort, I fo Jately thought 
 +:ekimable proois of her love, row roſe as terrible 
ns preſumptions 
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preſumptions of her guilt; and yet, when I ſaw her 
enter my chamber preſently after, and tenderly accule 
me for ſo lonz an abſence, I could have receiveil a 
mortal draught from her hand with leſs pain than it 
colt me to ſuſpect her. > pl i ite oF: 
The day was clofing, and the table covered, when. 
I entered the Hall, occafioned by my long ſleep, Le 
Val began the premeditated uproar, and Lady - Lei- 
cefter with her brother fiew towards the door, whence 
the attendants had before depar.ed, eager to increaſe. 
the buſtle. The faithful ſewer, to whom I [kept an- 
eye, exchanged the diſhes in the manner agreed,” and 
we 'returned to the table. I obſerved to my Lady' 
thatſhe trembled violently which ſhe naturally enough _ 
_ attributed to the alarm. Afuring me the had herſelf 
prepared the carp, ſhe inſiſted on my doing honour to 
at, and das Yay to bear: me company, I acceptel her 


invitation. An involuntary emotion made me eiery 


moment ready to-prevent her tafting the. exchanged 


diſh ; but the pleafure with which the infamous Line. 
ric ſeemed to ſee me ſwallow the ſuppoſed death,. kept 
me from ſpeaking. Searce was the table cieare:, 
when Lady Leiceſter ſunk back in firong convulſions. 
Conſcience made Lineric exclaim, * poiton, poiſos !” 
Every common antidote was adminiftered in vain; the 


' was borne to her chamber in a hopelels ftate, and I re- 


tired to mine to meditate alone. "PFhis terrible convic-- 
tion of the unhappy fate prepared for me-on my re- 
turn from an exile the alone had occaſioned, converted 
_ my love into horror and averſion. She raved dreadful- 
ly at intervals, and perfiſting to the laſt T had paiſonel 
her, pon early in the morning. 'The blackneſs of _ 
the ſoul diffuſed itſelf over the body, and the proof of 
| her infidelity was too obvious in her perſon. pon 
__- Whether Lineric's conſtitution was lets liable to in- 
feCtion, or that he had taſted the carp more ſparingly, 
it was not till ſhe had expired that he found himielf 
_ affected; butthe doſe was too deadly for him to efcape. 
Convinced by his ſiſter's example, that there was no 
effeCtual antidote, he ſummoned a!l his Iriſh domeſtics. 
1nt0 
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into his chamber. The faithful Le Val ch ſe that mo- 


ment to enter mine, and inform me of the conſultation, 
which þ: infifted would produce ſome fatal event, if I 
dic} not conſent that moment to mount horſes which 
were ready, and attendeJ by him and Williams ſet out 
for Lonvon; this ſtep would give me the advantage 
_ of firit, repreſenting' the fat, while it ſecured my per- | 
loa from any ſavage revenge; the ſewer in the interim 
by the 3atervention of the tenants, might ſecure the 
hg the moment the ruffians abandoned it in purſuit 
OI me... | OTET | | ys Rv: EW 
_- the advice hadits due weight with me, andquitting_ 
the Caſtle by ſtealth, I rode off with Le Val and Wit: 
Lams from my own ſervants as the worſt of aſſaſſins, 
and from my home as my grave. It was now day- 
break, and we had not proceeded many miles, when, 
trom the top of a hill, we perceived a party apparently 
purſuing; having the fleeter horſes, we kept the ad-_ 
yantage jor near twenty miles, when by taking ſome 
ihorter Toad unknown to us, we ſaw them very near. . 
St. Vincent's Abbey appeared at the ſame moment in 
1:2ht, which Le Val conjure:l me to ſeek, giving him 
-my cloak to miſlead the affaflins. We had notime for 
_ deliberation; I ftruck into the wood, where, finding 
my horſe an incumbrance, I left him to his fate, and 
was endeavouring to make my way ſs, the buſhes, 
without any ceriainty of being right, when I had the. 
happineſs to meet ſo fair a deliverer,” — 
Lord Leiceſter thus concluded his ſtory ; but oh ! 
how much of my life had evaporated during the relat- 
on! The unconquerable anxiety with which I follow- 
ed-him, united my heart for ever with his; and con- 
vinced me, no diſparity of either fituation or years can 
1eftrain the eager Jentiments of youth ſeeking for me- 
rit. As the only acknowledgment for his noble frank- 
rieſs, I in turn related the hittle tale already repeated, 
of our melancholy birth, and undecided fate. . 'Tears, 
compoſed of every melting ſenſation, leemed to fall. 
Fo from my eyes on his heart. Thoſe fine eyes were | 
Z teeming with ſome generous conſolation, Lge 7 
F of FE | | NO1IE 
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noiſe obliged us- to ſeparate. Hardly could he regain, | 
"the chamber, hallowed as Mrs. Marlow's, ere Father | 
*Arnithony' joined us: the natural aufterity of his air. 

Heightened by ſome preſent chagrin. He threw him- 


{elf into a' chair, and preſerved a long filence ; which, 


\ fear of his having penetrated into our myſtery, prevent- 
ed my breaking. Confuſed beyond deſcription, a thou- 
_ Tand colours chaſed each other from my cheek ; nor had 
1 power to raiſe my eyes to my fifter, who, accuſtomed 
_ equally to love and honour nie, ſeemed, in holding-my 
band, to have gamed' a ſufficient protection. 
. - © Unfortunate children ! cried he, with a deep fizh, 
Heaven has at laſt completed the calamitous circum- 
' ſtances under which you were born: deſtined to an im- 
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priſonment-as/ laſting as your royal mother's, you have 


bux' the melancholy advantage of ebufing it. Lord 
Scroope'is dead? in'the confinement and di 7 with 
which Ehzabech rewarded him : hislands, his honors, 


- the very ſpoton which f +4 frog all, are the property 
G | 


of a diſtant relation; and'you now ſee before you your 
only friend—a feeble, helpleſs friend ; bending daily 
towards that grave you alone render difpleaſing to him. 
'The moment' may yet come, when the rights of your | 


mother will/aſcertain yours, and all T can do for you in 


rhe interim, is to convey you ſecretly into France, ahd 
place you under the protection of the family of Guiſe ; 

heir prudence or their pride, may equally induce thens 
tg ſecure you an aſylum' ina monaſtery.” 
' The terrible alternative implied in theſe words, froze 


up my blood; and the beating. of my heart died 

away :—to become 'an'exile from England—to forget 
| Lord Leiceſter—of to be forgot by him—to' be deliver- 
'ed'up a martyr to' the family of 'Guiſe ; perhaps by 
' them tyranically buried -3n' a Cloiſter, a perjured ſelt- 
- condemned wretch, whoſe ſoul was full of an earthly 


_ image, while devoting itſelf to its Maker. All the 


arguments and entreaties Father Anthony made uſe of 


/ 
i 


- in a long harangue, were loft upon me; I knew him to | 


be ſpeaking but by the motion of his lips, and offered 
up to'God, mm" my tears, a confatation of all he could 
CEE gs | advance. 


- ere ene eo area as 4 ” 


' which he entered anto our igtereſts, ; beſpoke ſomething 
#-onger than friendſhip. ., A-thauſqnd flames beafjured 
Ellinor of his eſteem, ang aileRtion.: tome he ſaid no- 
thug, but preſfing the hand he fl] held, its tre: ling 
_confefled it knew all the diftinction,, A.ray of pleaſure 

_ once more enlightened my foul; methought atithat mo- 

ment I could have borne. every evil fortune can inflia. 
| No, he will never forgn me, fighed I to ' myſelf, in 


advance. He left us not till too late for another inter--- 


view with Lord Leiceſter; and T paſſed the night in-an 


anguiſh time can never eraſe from my. memory—pale,. 
unretreſhed, either by ſleep or dreſs, I met” my hed 
next mormng, more like a ſpeCtre than myſelf. He 


took my hand, and exprefling his ſurprize but by a 
_ glance, kiffed it in tender filence. I did not dare raiſe 
 mny eyes to his, and tears ſtealing from under. their lids, 
| fell on the united hands. Oh, how. much was expref{- 
ed in the fil-nce of that moment ! I ſeemed ro-underftand 
all I wiſhed, and at length, reſpired freely. - Ellinor, 
wnreſtrained by the tender - delicacy whieh -aQtuated me, 


declared to Lord Leiceſter at -once''the fate allotted us, 
and her utter deteſtation of' it. 'The eagerneſs with 


whatever remote ſolitude I am again loft to kim; in 


this dreary Receſs, the daughters of Mary, in theirruſ- 
tic garb and lowly manner, will. eclipſe;all the glories 


ot a court, all the gifts of Elizabeth, - For ho-roouip- 
Ie 


_ Ger of his ſtay, a ſerene delight, whach neither. ar 
from, nor can be conveyed by language, animated,us | 
alike ; the intercourſe of the eyes and 

; of that of the tongue, and perhaps nothing was more 
' remote fromour thoughts than what we converſedabgut; 

| tillmy Lord fixed my attention by declaring he would 

| no longer intrude on ,our, goodneſs than till the next 
. morning. A figh accompanied theſe words, and a figh | 
was myonly reply. Elinor, who ever treated him with a 


rt took place 


freedom inteparable from a diſintereſted regard, infiſted 


he ought-not to quit ſo fafe an aſylum rafſhly. He re- 


plied, he ſhould bury himſelf with us, did he not hope 


- to reviſit it in a moreacceptable manner, Breaking off 


at theſe words with an irreſolution and timidity bg Ih 
46 | | ” Lf "aps po 
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ſhewed he had not ſaid all he intended, after m_ a 


a few moments, he reſumed, -<© Can you pardon, La- 
dies, a friendſhip perhaps too officious ? But fince your 
natural ſupport, and juſt hopes have failed, maylI flat- 


ter myſelf you will have the goodneſs to ſuſpend your 


_ reſolutions reſpe&ing the future, till T can appear with 
 honoragain before you ? A ſhort timeis dueto clearing 
my own fame; nor ill would it become me to claim the_ 

guardianſhip.of the Royal Mary's beautiful children, 
while loaded with opprobrium.” He was proceeding, 
when the cough of Father Anthony ſtartled us.. Scazce 

had Ellinor time to lead my Lord out at one door,. ere 
he entered at another to viſit Alice, who had ſunk un- 
der the fatigue and grief attending the loſs of her miſ- 
rreſs.. With an art I had newly learnt, I ſnatched up 


| a book, in whichTIaffefted to be fo abſorbed, as nat to 


hear him till at my ſhoulder. With real perturbation 
I aroſe on his ſpeaking ; and, as uſual, was preceding 
| him to Alice's chamber, when he called :ne back m- 
hafte, and, pointing to the ground, bad me give him 
what lay there. But what words can expreſs the vati- 
ous emotions which ran through my 7 avs! when I 
perceived it was the picture of Elizabeth, which the 
ea1i had, in retiring, Eckow or other dropt ! Inſtead 
of obeying, I ſnatched it up, and attempted to hide it 
in my bolom; when, with a ſtrong arm, the Father 
wrelted it from me, and read mn my features half the 


myRtery : the name engraved on it, the date, all put 


him out of doubt as to-the owner, andnothing remain-_ 


ed but to learg how T had come by it. Without the. 


fineſſes of my ſex on the occafion, as ſoon as my terrors: 
and tears permitted, I related the whule adventure i&- 
_ coherently. With his. cuſtomary Rernneſs, he over- 
 whelmed me with reproaches. . © Raſh girl, cried he, 
could no human prudence fave thee ? Did not the lot 
Saint, whom I mult ever lament, entomb herſelf mers- 
by to preſerve a ſecret, the folly of a baby's curioſity, 
betrayed ere her aſhes were cold ? What confidence can 
| be placed in the favourite of Elizabe h, whoſe intere{t 
1 andoubted!y muſt be, to flatter thoſe. in whoſe havds 
ST 4 - his 
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his life now 1s, and then deliver them up to exalt him- 
jelt by the total ſilent ruin of the Stuarts ? prudence 
_ directs us rather to ſecure ourſelves by retaining him 
for ever here.” | L nh | 


_ © Firſt, may I periſh on the block where my father 
ended his days ! cried I,-in a tranſport of love and 
grief : let me, oh God, rather bea martyr to the ſins of 
mankind, than ſubmit to partake them ! What ! be_ 
more eruel than the x7 of from whom we ſaved 
him ? Pardon me, Father, cried I, recovering myſelf; 
but you know not the ſtory'or the heart of Lord Lei- 
ceſter, who, far from betraying us, is anxious to become . 
our guardian and-protetor.”  _ 

..* Such a eudredaun as the wolf is to the lamb, re-_ 


torted he acrimomouſly who, oh, who would wil- 
Ingly have the management of youth ! Unhappy 
child, added he, wilt thou inherit the faults with * 
features of thy mother ? an idle weakneſs like thine 
Tapped all ler morals, and left a ſtain an her life, time 
never can eraſe ; but if not more virtuous be at leaſt 
more prutent.” | PE 
__ ©. Hold, Father Anthony, cried I, with a dignity 
which awed even him to ſilence, nor cancel all the 
' merit of your actions, by a ſurmiſe my ſoul diſdains. 
__ Far'be it from me to ceaſure a parent, but ſtill farther 
be it to de/erve the cenſure of an indifferent perſon. I 
may [have erred, , but only in 1anocence; and the life 
that beats within this boſom, can never ifTue to a no- 
bier purpoſe,-than to ſave that of Lord Leiceſter.” 
Nothing is more dangerous than to judge a generous 
and youthtui mind harſhly : it then 1s too ealily ac- 
quitted to itfelf, and riſes againſt ſuſpicions it is un- 
conſcious of deſerving. 'The ſhock the Father's doubt 
hal given me, brought to light, without one 1dea of 
ſhame, ' that partialny I durft hardly before acknow-_ 
le lge to myſelf. NET ELIT. 
 Comvinced by my manner, he had loſt lis influence 
over me, he commanded Ellinor to recondutt my Lord 
into his preſence, and requeſted to be left alone with 
him. I departed molt relutantly, but I would not. 
Tn | | entirely. 
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entirely” exaſperate him. The injuſtice of mankind 


gave me'tdo much reaſon to dread left he ſhould affront _ 


Lord Leiceſter,” who'tught unite the innocent with the 
guilty, and abandon us entirely : averfions extend but_ 


too frequently through families ; nay, even deſcend 
from generation to generation. Fay 


& 


Their conference continued two whole hours, while 
T counted the moments in painful'expeRation; at laſt 
Father Anthony entered our room, and bidding Ellinor 
_ entertain Lord Leicefter, defired me to colle&t my ſpi- 
- Re Re HR to Him ft 95 £59090 0k | 


« However my ſuſpicions may offend you, young 


Lady, ſaid he, I will ſuppoſe it poſſible I may know as 


-much of the world, who have paſſed my youth in it, 
as you whohave yet been confined almoſt to theſe walls. 


- "Well had it been if you had never gone beyond them. 
When T tell you this Lord you have ſaved demands 


your hand, you will indulge a thouſand romantic ſal- 
Hes, and Tee 1n his requeſt a love'as blind as your own. 
Perhaps there may be ſomething in that ; perhaps too 


he recollets that your mother is the next in ſucceſhon © 


to the crown of England—that ſhe may die in priſon, 
and that the averſion the Ergliſh ever crte:tain to a 


foreign ſway, may prevall over the prior claim of your 
brother James, and his ambition may be gratified by a 


reference given to you. 'The cruel necelfity impoſed 


by your unhmited confidence of attachitg Lord Leiceſ- 


ter to your intereſt, makes it needleſs to enumerate the 
objections I could reaſonably urge againſt your union; 


the recent loſs of his wite, I fied, puts it in his power | 
to marry you; you have left yourſelf no choice but to 


marry him; and never will I conſent to his departing 


from this Receſs, ti!l the contracts I ſhall diate are 


folemnly fizned and the marriage completed in all its 
SOTIT Time OTE NR 4b | 


Imagine, dear Madam, my fituation during "this- - - 


ſpeech — Oh, Anthony, thy &i&atorial man- 


ner then was hippueſs! in ore moment to emerge 
from the abyſs of deſpair, and ſoar into the regions of 
bliſs; to ind the generous Leiceker was willing erce 
| | | ; N0:0C 
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_ ther's ſpeech, of one day rewarding my Lord's tender- 
| 7 a and ſceptres, | 
thole play-things in'the hands of love, ſurrounded me 
In imagination, and. impaſſioned tears rolled. down 
_ my glowing. cheeks, while I faid to myſelf, in the 
language ot Miranda, * Iam a fool to weep at what 
Tam pladof.” Carne tops” 48 
_ Reniection and circumſtances a little ſoftered Father 
Anthony, who ſaw himſelf on the point of being re- 
lieved trom a heavy charge, to which his imporeriſhed 


fortune, and decaying years, rendered him unequal _ 


'Fhe arwable Leiceſter joined vs, and every heart, being 
lightened of its load, an evening of ſuch. refined plea- 


ſure ſucceeded, that.could I with, to live over. one of 


my whole life, I would ſelect that as the happieft. 
__ Fhe mntercft, the honour of my Lord, demanded h:s 
return to Court, and Father Anthony-having prepared 
due contracts, inſiſted 'on my compliance. Hrs com- 
 mands, and the withes of Lord Leiceſter, added to 
_ theſe weighty reaſons, over-ruled my tenſe of decorum 
and our hands were united. DN iT Bk THEIR 
The (peculiarity of the fituation can alone excuſe _ 
ſuch a marriage; but T was born for obedience. Form- 
ed wholly of the mild elements, I wept the diſappoint- 
ment of my withes ever in filence. Scarce had the tranſ- 
| port of finding myfelf happy given place+ to reaſon 
v. hen my mother recurred to my mind. Unbleſt by 
| her matron preſence, my nuptials were but half hal- 
| H»ed; yay unbleſt with her-conſent. I compared with 
griei her fate and mine: a long captivity had impaired | 
her hcatth, and no hope ot a releaſe her ſpirns. I 
 aithouth pent in a ftill narrower priſon, beheld it en- 
' cole almott every human good, and could have con- 
fered 10 end my days In 14 | HETY oy | 
| | ut 
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7 But the honour, the welfare of my Lord ordained 
otherwiſe.:. every paſſing hour gave his enemies an ad- 
vantage. Our ſervant Tanits had been ſent immediate- 
ly on our marriage to Kenilworth caſtle, which he in- 
| formed us on his return was in poſſeſſion of the faithful 
tenants, who had been able, of all the ſervants to ſe- 
_ cure only Dame Margery. 'This deteftable inſtrument 
of a ſuperior's barbarity, more terrified at. the idea of 
an infamous death than any due ſenſe of her crime, at- 
_ tempted to-end. her days with a remnant of the poiſon 
Prepared for her Lord; but. being detected, it only ſup- 
| Plied a new proot of her guilt. 'Tormented by fear 
_ and deſpair, tte at laſt, found means. to ſtrangle herſelf 
_ 1n the night. In her my Lord loſt one evidence of his 
innocence, which made his preſence at Court doubly 


 neceflary. The family of Lineric, having received in- 


formation of the melancholy cataſtrophe of borh bro- 
ther and fiſter, from thc Irith ſervants, who had been 
their abettors, had carzied away the bodies, as if to in- 
_ ter them, but kept them in the hands of ſurgeons, ftill 
undetermined how to proceed. | __ be 
Involved in one fate with my love, I knew no peace 
even in his arms; but with inceſſant admonitions drove 
him from me, . refuſing reſolutely to accompany-him: 
and although his fondneſs induced him to urge-my de- 
arture, his reaſon muſt ſuggeſt to him all its danger. 
_ Would Elizabeth, who thus reſented his marrying an_ 
_ equal, ever pardon his aſpiring to her blood? and how 
_ could we ſufficiently guard from others a ſecret my ve- 
ry features betrayed to- him ? Actuated but by the fin- 
le with of paſſing my life near Lord Leiceſter, I nei- 
a aſked to be | a or honoured. by any one but 
himſelf, nor to. be:greeted by a title only endeared to 
me, | becauſe he bore 
The ſtrong averſion with which .I had been taught 
to regard the reigning Queen, might perhaps influence 
me in this caſe. Before I gave my hand to Lord Lei- 
 ceſter, I had made him promiſe never to carry me to 
Court; a promiſe readily giyen, fince ut perfe&ly ac- 
| corded with his wiſhes. Nay, in this happy union, 
40} ENT 2, every 


Iy thort of theſe; for the' preceding! and gry af- 
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every wiſh I could form ſeemed to be completed; IT 
_ gained to that dear mother, (who! had: never left my 
thoughts, although I could neither aſk her advice'or 


conſent in deciding my fate) a powerful friend in'the 


favorite of her unjuft rival. I hoped he mg et be 
A 


prevailed on to attempt her freedom; and ready 
placed myſelf at her feet, overcome with the dear idea 


.of having been the inſtrument 'of her deliverance. Alas, 
Madam, were' it not for ſuch ' vague imaginary joys, 


how could we exift? All our real pleaſures fall infinite- 


fliftions oblige our reaſon too often” to correct them. 


| But fancy, powerful fancy, pans vigour from diſap- 


intment; and an infant hope ever ariſes like' the 


] hcenix from the aſhes'of the dying one; 0000 
wet A week after my- marriage Lord Leiceſter \departed | 
_ for Court, promiling ſoon-to return, - and conduft” me 


to Kemtworth, "where he had” /previoufly reſolved'T 
ſhould refide with Ellizor. He Cependei leſs on Eli- 


abeth's partiality, than the juſtnels of his cauſe, and 


was far from declining a trial, in! which he was ſatisfied _ 


| his: znnocence would become conſpicuous. He was 
| ſorry nevertheleſs to convince the Queen he had wrong- 


ed her: confidence, only to obtain the moſt unworthy of 
her'ſex. | wer it, w LD ODE HY 4. 4 (3 $5.68 Ppt EE HH 2 
>From his departure: T date 'my'' entrance into the 
world. I had rather, till this period, looked on, than 


lived in it. New I begar to feel its' anxieties, the 
painful conſequences of 1ts tendereſt ties. Shall I tell 


you all Madam, that paſſed in my heart ?' In'fpite of 


the proof I had received: of a matchleſs affetion, I 
could not perſuade myſelf Lord Leiceſter would ever 
return. Tf the > a6 finding him once' more free, 


and taught his value by his lots, ſhould at laſt reſolve 
to eſpouſe him, how could 'a poor girl, already pot- 


 ſeffed, and left in a ſolitude, where even the news of _ 
his infidelity could not reach her tilltoo late, how 


would the weigh againſt a crown ? Where could ſhe 
hope for jultice, when the Sovereign who ſwears to 


protea, muſt find it her intereſt to condemn her ? 


Overcome with this formidable phantom, I gave - 
| : OBE {=1 
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ſelf up for ſome days to a deſpair as violent as my love. 
'This imagination was only interrupted by another not 
_ leſs afflicting. How, if his intereſt in the uery.'s 

heart hag expired in his abſence ; if equally offended 


at his diſobedience and its motive, ſhe ſhould join with 
his enemies? His proofs appearing leſs 1atistaftory to _ 
me than himſelf, 1 feared it was poſhble he might be 
condemned, as a criminal, when he was in realty the 


_ devoted victim. __ BONE Ewe Te OR 
' One of theſe ſuppoſitions wasas unjuſt to the Queen, 


%” 


as the other to my dear Lord; and Father Anthony fo 
diſpelled them all by ſome letters he brought me.. I . 
| had the happineſs to find Lord Leiceſter was received 


by the Queen with kindneſs, and that the family of 
Lineric, perſuaded of his innocence, would not provoke 
him to make public the infamous deiign of his-late wife, 
by calling him to a trial; he had therefore but one 


caution to obſerve, which was, to conceal his new union 


with more care than the laſt; to effet this, he muſt 


_ delay our meeting for ſome little, time, leſt his imme-. 
diately retiring from Court ſhould lead the curious to. 


ſearch into the cauſe. -_ 


My doubts vaniſhed with the proofs of his attention, 


I had row only to contend with the involuntary hatred 


I had conceived for the Receſs. I wandered through 


every apartment, without finding reſt in any : my im- 


paſhoned fancy followed my love into the Court, and 
the ſilence and confinement I lived 1n, became more and 
more odious. I beheld with aſtoniſhment the com- 
poſure of my liſter, and envied her a tranquility F 


: _—_— 


At laſt the happy hour arrived. a Eons to quit | 
my retirement. Lord Leiceſter had projeRted the 


mode of my departure ere he left me, Le Val and his 
valet were the only perſoos in. the ſecret. To all 


_ Others, we gas for young women educated in a 


| Convent, who not finding a call to the monaſtic life, 


came with the conſent of our friends, to embe]- 
liſh the retirement of Lord Leiceſter by our muſica} 
talents. This tale we were well able to ſupport, for 


_ wy 
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my voice was a very fine one, and the ſkill and tafte of 
Mrs. Marlow, added to the tuition of a maſter, hal . 
taught me to manage it properly. Ellinor had not the 
fame advantage, but touched the lute with a delicacy ſo 
exquiſite, that we became neceflary to each other; 
and as I never ſung ſo well without her accompani- 
_ :nent, 'ſhe had been ſo accuſtomed {to adapt it to my | 

_ voice, that ſomething ſeemed wanting to either, when 
the other was filent. - 'The paſſion Lord Leiceſter had 
for muſic, in which the was a proficient, gave the 
Rrongeft probability to the whole. He had paid a 
handſome ſum to accompliſh'the two (daughters of his 
Reward in that ſcience, and the young women were 
| taught to expe an addition to their number.  'The 

_, time Le Val remained in the Receſs, preparing every 
_ thing for our departure, was long ' enough<for him to- 

_ feem employed in fetching us from abroad. Lord Lei- 
_ceſter«came ſeveral times to direct all, and to ſupport 
and chear us with accounts of the care he had taken to 
render the apartments deſtined to-us commodious and. 
=. Re TIE ON Dn 
\, The Receſs, till now, ſo ealm, fo tireſomely tran- 
quil, became at once full of confuſion and hurry ; the 
_ family pitures were taken from their frames, and con- 
veyed through Father Anthony's cell, gradually to- 
Realbworth”- £7 Eo - 
By what ſtrange caprice is it, every thing ſeems dear 
to us the moment we know we muſt loſe it? Invoiun- 
_ tary tears filled my eyes when the hour of my depar- 
ture arrived. As much a ſtranger to the world as if 
juit born into it, how could I promiſe to myſelf 
years as peaceful as I had ſpent in the Receſs ? 
Long habit has the art of giving charms to places; 
'or rather, it is the people who inhabit them. It 
ſeemed to me, as if in quitting the ſpot where the 
duſt of Mrs. Marlow was interred, I quitted lkewiſe 
her idea: every ſpot I looked on was marked by tome: 
noble ſentiment, or tender emotion of that dear 
lady : but I was unjuſt to myſelf, for I have car- 
ried in my hearr, through every ſcene of life, her re- 
ſFpeRable ynage, and nothing but death can efface 9 
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_ _ To part with thoſe we love, is the moſt painful 
_ Rfretch'of humanity; -but what can make it painful to. 
part. with thoſe: we do not love'? Separation like 
_ death, ſeems to eraſe all the individual ever did to diſ- 
- pleaſe us, and leaves no remembrance but of his oblig- | 
1hg actions. We loft but little in Father Anthony ; 
| but could he forget what he muſt loſe in us? His de- 
_ - clining years, and ili-health wo the” tendereft at- 
_ tentian; and ſurely the care he-hatl ſheww' mm educating —- 
us, gave him a Juſt claim to ours. '' My: feelings in-this 
_ were wy gras to my ſiſter's, for he had been the-mears 
. of my happineſs. I joined my intreaties' to thoſe of 

_ the generous Lord Leiceſter, .to. prevail -on' him-to re- 
fide in a retirement at Kenilworth : but:although he 

_Jeemed deeply affected at panting: with: us, he was in. 

. flexibly bent on ending” his 'days/ where thoſe of his 

| _ fiſter ended. James {till remained to attend. '0n/ him, 
; - and. Alice. was. carried very + ill to the carnage: :which 
conveyed us away, _ £ EN ESLER Dt 
_ We took nothing but-the ornaments 'from the Re- 

{ ceſs, leaving the furniture: ready to accommodate any \_ 

_ - future unfortunates, 'whom- the Father ſhould think 

| ; worthy of - ſuch. a retef; 01513 5.41 bl ke PEAT C1801. 

—_ . _:Itwas in: the duſk of therevening we arrived -at 

_. Kenilworth caſtle; the [ſteward's wife received us 

with her daughters: Unconſcious of our ſuperiority, 
they treated us as young people, who! ſought the 

_ generofity of their maſter, a comfortable ſubſiſtence. 

_ Although I had to confirm this ſftory,.I felt myſelf 
hockek at the freedom they uſed from it. I could 
have fallen to: them, | but was affronted at their 

riſing to me: A little: time however reconculed me. 

_ & Tt:zs Lord Leicefter's intereſt, and ſhall be my: plea- 

_ ſure,” was: always my argument with myſelf. Mrs. 

Hart, for that | was the name of this domeſtick, i 

_expatiated on her Lord's perſon, charafter, and mag- =} 
nificence; ſhe officiouſly pointed out the. ornaments | | 
of the gallery and apartments, and looked round 
to us every moment with the impertinent expectation | 
of ſeeing us filled with. the low awe and ſurprize of ; ] 
people unaccultomed to grandeur. The aſe" | 

#3 ; | | wit 


.- Such was -my .introdu | 

s Tight to govern. :; | | 
_  hieved myſelf already fallen to a'fervant, ;:and neglected 
| by Lord Leiceſter.:\'Unuſed to the-circumfpe@ion ne- 
. cefſary, -where ſecrecy :is defired, I-\demanded/ to be 


- Aga ene they mi by 
_ hnocently degraded the: daughter 'of the» Queen of 
£ ws a but that'dear rut ak 10-0: 
. ealineſs, preſerved, apparently, 'her gaiety, 'and ſweetly 
accommodated herſelf th thepeople with whom fortune 
had mingled her. Bo ON Gore 21 BY 

_- The allelging- fatigue and /indiſpoſition; obliged 
- them+!to-conduct : us tothe” apartment' alloited' us. I 
 ſhould' perhaps' have wondered at its richneſs,” but 
___that1i fates Th 
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; with which- we regarded every thing, was not a 


[leſs affront to | her. conſequence : ſhe ſhrunk before E 
_ «It, and paſſedthe remainder; 'of -the evening in a cold 


and haughty filence: - Her daughters, not more amiable 


_  - than herſelf, gloomily regarded; our' drefſes, and by 
_ whiſpering, extluded'us from Joining/in the converſa- 


. 3 : 


i6n ihtoi the family it-was my 
y heart: ſink within me; I be-. 


welcomed. in. his. arms. :I; ſurvey2d> the/ eyes of my 
ght- repreach | me for _ 


WIFO? 


w any inferior. ' T was-no ſooner-left 
-1n 3t with Ellinor, "than: T gave free ſcope to:the tears 


-I had 'iſcarce' been-able to ſuppreſs: | My face was hid 
.1n her- boſom when the voice of Lord [Leiceſter recalled 
me to-my1elf. /'I-dried- my eyes; unwilling tor reproach 
_ him even by a tear: he entered through a private door, 
.to change the;cauſe of my : grief to-y5oy; forvin- his 
| _ . preſence 1 hardly ever knew any other 'emotion ; 'and. 
.  the/generous anxiety with which he entreatediour par- 
_ don top» the reception/difcretion had'.obliged ' him 'to 
_ orders, had ſomething in it {ſo graceful, ſo ardent;.and 
_ render, that all the pride-of my heart ſubſided at once, 
and left it fulbof gratitude and affeftioa.; 1 


_ We wiſhed my:fiſtew a good night, and then paſſed _ 
through. a dark paſſage, the whole length of the 
grand gallery, came into Lord: Leiceſter's apartments, 

_ to which every: place I ever ſaw was mean. - 'He' had 
_ a noble ſpirit, >a ſplendid i fortune, and an pep pa of 
| "IL (93 T3345) ' F ID IK | 2 - 21: 'KJJLEe, 
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taſte. He had greatly improved this ancient ſeat; 


the gift of Elizabeth : its 


inely choſen ſituation, ele- 


gant architeQture, and ſuperb furniture, made it the 
model of a thouſand others. 'The beauties divided 
_ through the reſt of the houſe in this apartment were 
| united; and he gave a proof of the attention inſepa- 
Table from real love, by omitting nothing to embel- 
liſh it, he had ever heard me commend. + Ah, Madam ! 
_ theſe are the mighty trifles that ſo exquiſitely flatter a 
tender heart, and form its moſt perfet enjoy- 


 FTHE communication between our: apartments 


| was a profound ſecret to all the ſervants but 


Le Val and. Williams, my Lord's valet; in whoſe 
fidelity, after'the late trial, he had the moſt perfect 
confidence. We were, to keep up the farce, preſented 
to Lord Leicefter the next day, who ſoon, by his 
___ growing diſtinRtion, taught Mrs. Hart-and her daugh- 
_ ters to obſerve a kind of deference in their behaviour 
to us. He ordered them to attend us round the gar- 
dens and park, and not to fail ſhewing us whatever 
was worth obſervation; and through what a beautiful 
variety did they lead us! a world in miniature! A. 
magnificent lake preſented itſelf, in whoſe clear bo. 
| fom the trees were reflected, and round which the _ 
, _ and deer grazed on rich paſture; ſwans and wa- 


ter-fowls innumerable played on its ſurface, and an 


aight in the centre was made highly pitureſque'by 
| ſeveral half-ſeen cottages, and emblems of agriculture. 
'The late Lady Leiceſter needed not to have made. 


a merit of reſiding within theſe: walls, ſince nature 


and art could furniſh nothing lovely that was not 
_ encloſed hergy Several pilded boats, and little veſ- 

Tels, danced on the boſom: of the lake, and added, by 
the various ſtreamers which played vpon the fſur- * 


. 
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face, to the gatety and; richneſs of the proſpeR. 
When we turned the. other way, the Gothic towers, 
ſxelling, baſtions, gigantic Ratues, and majeſtic ſweep | 
of the building, made that an object ſcarce leſs wor- 
_ thy of admiration, RY RR WWTLY We COLES 
_ . All our allotted employment was to finy to Lord 

Leiceſter while at dinner ; but as he frequently en. 
_ tertained the neipbouring Nobles and Gentlemen, a 
_ curtain of muſhn was drawn over the balcony to: 
| ſcreen us' from obſervation. In the evening we ſforwe- 
_ times fiſhed on the lake; or Lord Leicciter, to in- 
_ dulge in our company, joined in the concert we form- 


ed; evety day. brought. with it ſome amuſement, and 


| the rekraint we lived under, kept up, even in matri- 
 mony, all that delicacy, and ſpirit of affeRtion, which 
. 16, by eaſe of mind, too apt to decay. At laſt, pain- 
ful neceſſity. obhge4 Lord Leiceſter to return to 
_ Court; he, however, would not leave me with more 
than one equal-in the family, therefore direRted that F 
ſhould oiwiide one month, and my fiſter the next; by 
- this means rendering it hard for x fv to fix on his ſa- 
_ vorite. We likewiſe, with the ſteward's daughters, 
_ wore one kind of habit, and buſied ourſelves in the 
_ working rich tapeſtry... _ 1f1 ra te gy ne.” 
_ - But, my own happineſs. could not eraſe from my_ 
mind; the oppoſite fate of the unhappy Queen who 
ave us birth. She was then confined at a place not 
ar diſtant from Kenilyorth. I had already tried all 
my intereſt with Lord Leicefter 1n- her favour, with- 
_ out ſucceſs; and juſt was his noble inflexibility, that 
_ at the moment my heart was pierced by it, my reaſon 
admired it. © Ariother man, would he ſay, in at- 


tempting the releaſe of the ill-fated Mary, would 


_ only forteit his obedience, and. endanger his life; and 
were thoſe all, perhaps I ſhould = able to refuſe . 
my Matilda. But, remember, miy love, to theſe I 
| muſt add the blackeſt treachery and, ingratitude : it 
would be viper like, ſtinging to death gthe generous 
| heart that warmed me. \ 7-H emplo ' the voice of 
virtue to.charm me to vice; for what ſeems a duty in 
| you, would be the worſt of crimes in me; and what 
CAN « 
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confidence could my wife have in my honour, if I was | 
co of betraying a partia] Sovereign ?” | 


1 then would urge, my only wiſh was to reſtore my op 4 


| mother's liberty, which nothing but an unparalleled 
breach of. confidence could have taken from her for 


'f | eighteen years; obſerving, her crown had been lined. 


with thorns too keen for hey to defire to wear it 
—_ ** Ah, my dear Matilda ! he would cry, how igno- 
rant are you of theſe terrible emotions, jealouſy and 
revenge! permit me to know your mother's charaRter 


| better than yourſelf, She had too much pride and 


pleaſure in reigning, to ſubmit - tamely to this. im. 

_ priſonment; or even ſuppoſing, tired of the evils 

_ always inſeparable from- a Crown, ſhe could maſter 
her juit reſentment, and ſeeking an aſylum with her 

children, aſk only to die in peace, her relations would 

' not ſuffer it. The ambition of the Guiſes 1s become 

| a proverb: they w:uld make uſe of her name and. 
wrongs to ſhake the throne of Elizabeth; and inſtead 
of guarding the Queen, to whom I owed a prect 

duty, I ſhould have the miſery of ſeeinP a terrible war 


devour my country, of which I was the cauſe. Who _ 


knows, my dear Matilda, if amidſt theſe calamities 
my temper might preſerve its equality? I might 
remember, with regret, the fatal advice which had 
miſled me, and you might lament, too late, the facri- 
ficing your own happineſs to a fallacious hope of re- 

| ſtoring your mother's —Remember Elizabeth is now 
_ declining, the chances of life may bring about all you 
wiſth.—— The compaſſion of the people has been kept 


© alive for Mary theſe ſeventeen years; thould we loſe 


_ Elizabeth, her very impriſonment would turn to her 
advantage, by keeping her in the midſt of a kingdom 
to which ſhe is the lawful heir : my ſuppoſition 1s not 
_ vague, for the example of Elizabeth herſelf proves it 
ver-poRble foo TOI oo Poa ne 
Wi hat could T oppoſe to reaſoning ſo juſt? IT coull 
only recommend the cauſe of my dear parent to kim 
who can pull down the mighty and exalt the weak. 
| Every letter from my Lord was filted with c:'m- 
| | b= | plaints. 
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_ plaints of the tediouſneſs of the Court, and breathed 
' the very ſoul of love:—He often entreated me to tell 


him T was happy, and when I complied, reproached 
me, through a render caprice, for being ſo without 
__ him.—He requited me +0 enumerate my hourly em. 
ployments, and although half my time was ſpent mi 
writing pacquets to him, always complained of the 


| ſhortneſs of my letters. He, indeed, gave me no cauſe 
_ to retort; for it appeared'as.if he withdrew from the 


Court half of his hours to amuſe me with all the little 
humourous incidents it continually furniſhed. But even 
theſe had not always the power to effet what he wiſh- 
__ed——nmy fate never allowed'me one hour of perfet_ 
happineſs, and an evil aroſe in his abſence which filled 


- me with the moſt terrible apprehenfions. 


FA gaiety which lefſons the diftance of rank. From her 
_ Hrfſt introduction at Kenilworth, ſhe had given way 
to an increaſe of ſpirits, natural from ſuch a change 


In our proſpects, litle foreſeeing how great a danger 
might ariſe from it —Williams had been raiſed -by 
' Lord Leiceſter to the ſuperintendancy of the family on 
his returning to Court. He preferred this man, be- 
leving he would, from knowing me his Lady, take 
care I was treated with due ref et. Wiliams had 
Hed the authoritative 
air annexed to petty officers, which made him in ap- 
| Pearance peculiarly ſuited to the poſt affigned him— _ 
muſt conteſs he was never a favorite with me; na-_ 


been a ſoldier, and had contra 


ture had been unkind to him, and he had been more 


unkind to himſelf, in not ſoftening her ſeverity. He 


| was beyond the meridian of life, his perſon coarſel 
made, his complexion ſwarthy, and his face oh 


ſcarred; he had beſides a fierceneſs of mein which 


 ſearce bent to Lord Leiceſter, who, of all men, emi- 


nently poſſeſſed the art of inſpiring as much reſpec as 
affetton. X 


\ - 'This man then, Madam, marked out thus by nature, 


ventured to raiſe his eyes to the royal, the beautiful 
| | _f COT On bog Ellinor 


_ My lovely fiſter, who was ever my pride hy "i Dy 
light, poſſeffed in a peculiar degree, ' that amiable 
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_ Ellinor—the- ſprightlineſs : of her manner abated: his . 


_ , paſſion: call. it honourable, and ſolicit her'return. My , 
| lifter had too much. underftanding not to feel her own | 


" dom. She left him with ineffable diſdain, as: not 
worthy. of a reply; and came dire&tly to me—a pre- 
ſentiment of ſame evil 'conſequence aroſe in my mind 
at the moment ſhe related the inſult. I reſolved to. 

give Lord. Leiceſter immediate notice of it, that he 

_ might take his: meaſures accordmgly, and-in the mean + 
while appeared conſtantly with my ſiſter. Butwe had 
to, manage a man equally fearleſs. He had the conſum- 


reſpe, and he : had the infolence to declare his . 


fault, and too-much pride to ſupport! his.infolent- free-': 


mate imprudence to open _ my letter, and (finding its | 


ſubjeR) detain it. In the mean time, 'no advice ar- | 


riving from Lord Leiceſter, in anſwer to mine, I re- 
mained. on the rack of uncertainty; tormented. by | 


| the confidence of a wretch frem whom there- was'no- 


poſſible eſcape, and uncertain even' of the nature or 


_ extent of our danger. At laſt, unable, as the wife of be 


Lord Leiceſter, to endure his infults, and tired of 


_ waiting my Lord's reſolution, I took an opportunity 
| of repreſenting to him the daring boldneſs of his con- 
_ du&t,. in ſpeaking of love to the fifter of his Lord. 


. Without: any /emotion or confuſion, he pleaded. 
guilty to. the charge, but artfully endeavoured to. ex- 


_ culpate himſelf from preſumption, by alledging the 
rank 1n which he appeared, and the ſuppoſition that 


we were raiſed from obſcurity by his Lord; who 'of 
courſe could ennoble me.—At this infinuation, all the 


pride of Norfolk and Mary animated my features, yet : 
_ fortunately recolleCting myſelf, I replied with modera- 


ration; for the villain doubtleſs aimed at: diſcovering 
from whom we really ſprung, fince our habitation had 


_ too probably ſtruck him as containing a conſequential 


: 


 Teeret. þ 


T forbad kim mildly to addreſs my ſiſter in that 
lizht again, without the approbation of my Lord, 
and attempted to retire; when ſtopping me, he. bad 
me recollect that I talked to one offeNTed of more 

Et - - £ authority 
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authority in the houſe than - myſelf; that I likewiſe - 
knew a fecret of the utmoſt; importance was in his | 
power, and he was determined to make uſe of it, in 
caſe I did not perſuade my fifter to accept him; that I 
auſt-imagine. hum a fool by referring him'to Lord Lei- 
ceſter; in ſhort, inſtead of aſking him, he was reſolv- 
ed to prevent his ary at the knowledpe'of the af- 
ar, or which reaſon 1e had \kept back all my laſt 
lowed ina 3 dart ark; ore AP nar ed a7 
| How cruel, madam, was my fituation ! alone -with-. . 
 _ out any means of gaining proteQtion from the remain- 
| der of my ſervants, except by declaring a ſecret he 
| knew too well I would never reveal; to be thus braved, 
_ as well as inſulted, was dreadful ! T-had yet no way of 
_ eluding him, fince the whole family were under his 
governance, and had I offered to write to Lord Leiceſ- 


2 "ter through any other channel, I had the greateſt rea- 


| ſon to fear it would fall into his hands. 
By this terr'ble dilemma were the days of the wife 
of Lord Leiceſter embittered in the midſt of affluence; 
in a ſpot which might be called the palace of plea-_ 
 ſure————— Thus ſituated, I could only counteract 
treachery and art by the ſame. | I appeared, after 


ſome rTefleCtion, alarmed at his. threats, and more 


_ willing to forward his views : I exafted from him an 
oath not to betray my ſecret, and on my fide ſolemnly 
vowed never to. mention his,” but to employ my in- 
| tereſt with my fiſter in his favour:—We parted with 
mutual diſtruſt, and an apparent reliance on each _ 
- others ſincerity. I performed one part of my promiſe 
by conjuring Ellinor to deceive him with falſe hopes, 
_ till Lord Leiceſter's return gave me an opportunity _ 
of conſulting him on the ſafeſt way of diſpoſing 
_ of the traitor. It was with much reluctance ſhe” 
conſented, but it would' have been a cruelly unlike 
her character to refuſe to lighten an evil ſhe was the 
innocent cauſe of. I had then only to find ſome 
means of letting my Lord know it without breaking 
my word: for once in my life I was guilty of duplici- 
ty, and, like Philoctetes, found my equivocation fur- 
'niſhed a terrible puniſhment. » I wrote a letter, de- 
een Ea claring 
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claring the whole to Lord Leiceſter, which I kept in 
my boſom to give to him whenever he thould recurn; 


\ In the mean time I wrote as: uiual, ard delivered ny 


letters to Williams. The profound filence I obſerved 


on this ſubjeR, probably inſpired him with conti- 
dence, and although Ellinor retuſed to marry him di- 
realy, the point he aimed at, the complailance with 


which we both treated him, lulled hun at laft into a 


perfect ſecurity. hg | [Es 
Worn out with hourly complaints of this wretch's 
impertinence to my fifter, and my fears of the event, 
I counted, with more than a lover's impatience, the 


; . 


_ days which muſt elapſe before I could fee Lord Lei- 


ceſter. ' At length the happy one arrived which 


brought him, and*gave me at once joy and ſorrow, 
for who could tell me all its conſequences ?—PFoſter- 


_ ed jna Court, where he knew but one ſuperior, Lord 
Leiceſter had added a perſonal pride to that which 
naturally ſprung from -the nobility of his birth. —— 

'The pariality of his Sovereign, who diſpenſed, 
through love, with his obedience, had prevented his 


learning to diſguiſe his foibles: It was the bufineſs. 


of every one to teem blind to them, by which means 


he was a favourite without being a hypocrite. Thoſe 


who loved him well enough to allow 1or ihtis error, 


_ and a vanity I can ſcarce term ſo, when I remember 
the various and numerous advantages .he poſtefled, 


might do any thing with him. Impaſtioned, gene 
TQus, good-natured, and noble, where once he was at- _ 
tached, his fortune, honour, nay liſte, would be rif:ed 

for his friend; but the few who are worthy that 


name, too often conficed his aflections. ford Lei- 
 ceſter was too exalted perbaps to be loved, Bur 1 
digreis. Pardon me, © when you coulider the 
cauſe. This openneſs of heart gave me juſt reaſon 


to apprehend a guilty mind would read the indignant . 


eye of my love, aud induced me to ſupprets, for ſome 


days the intended diſcloſure. My Preca ution 1ucceed- 


ed; Wilhams knew the character of his Lord, and 
finding by the freedom and confidence he ſtill tet- 
tified, that I was true, began to rely on my word. 


| | Vor. A. Jour. 
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A journey on which he was accidentally ſent, affiſted 
me highly, in leaving time for my Lord to. cool. I 
21d the letter on his table one evening before I went 


to bed: Lord Leiceſter, who was in Mother room, 


came in after me, -but had not half read it when. he 


frightened me by his rage and indignation. Had the | 
man been in the houſe I know not how the matter 
would have ended, but at length my tears and diſtrefſes - 


ſoftened him; he paſſed two days after in a thoughtful 
manner; I knew not, nor ventured to aſk him his re- 
ſolutions: at the end of that time he regained his tem- 
Per and compoſure; he ſaw the apprehenfions lurking 
{till in my heart, and bade me take courage, for he ha 

found a way to quiet them for ever. I conjured my 


Lord at leaft to conceal with caution his conſciouſnets - 


of the affair, which he promiſed, and in a great de- 
gree performed; but whether it was that knowing he 


was apprized of it made me fancy his manner would 


reveal it, I cannot ſay; certain it 1s I never ſaw him 
look at or ſpeak to his man afterwards, without feel- 


ing my heart fink within me. | | 


ir Francis Drake, at this time, formed all the con- 


_ verſation of England; he had fitted out a large fleet 
againſt the Spaniards, with which he was reaey to - 

ſail from Plymouth. Many -noblemen, and others, 

_ engaged as volunteers, and an infinite number of 


people aſſembled from ail parts to view the fleet. 


_ Lord Leicefier, who had always been a firong friend 
to Sir Francis, ſet out to take leave of him, and en- 


larged the train of domeſiics he uſually travelled with 


| for the ſake of appearing honourably among rum- 


bers who did not know him. So ardent was the de- 
fire of all rar.ks of people 10 partake the itpht, that 
not a fingle male fervent willingly Raid behind.— —— 


Williams had io gieat a relifh tor thele expeditions, 


that he zſked wy-T 03d to take him; Te Val's fick. 


_ refs keeping him at Kenilworth, Lord Leiceſter con:- 
"plied. A torinight elapſed Lefoz1e they returned, 
quring which poor old Alice expired : with her died 


one of the witz.efies of wy marriage; Father Authony 
| | Bo was 


was Rill in good health, as James, who regularly 


came once a month, brought word, _ ES 
Lord Leiceſter returned, and returned without 
| Williams.—Struck to the heart, I had ſcarce ftrength 


| to enquire what was become of him. My Lord atked 
meif I ſuſpected him of haying murdered the rogue? 
e, with a gay air,) a 

long voyage, to teach him to keep a ſecret. I knew 


«I have only fent him, (added 


no other way of getting rid of the raſcal. Sir Francis 
has undertaken to provide for him too effectually tor 


my dear Matilda to know any further anxiety on his 


account; in ſhort, he is ſhut up in a diſtant part of 

the veſſel, the ſailors are taught to confider hun as a 

madman, and have neither time to liften to his tales, 
[nor ſenſe to underſtand them. —Thus, my dear love, 
our fears are entirely over.” ROT! 


6 Rather begun,” I might have replied, fie an rhe- 


_ toric ever after charmed mine to rett.—A thouſand 4c- 
cidents ruin cur tranquillity, but it 1s better to endure 
their worſt conſequences, than return evil for el. 


However neceſſary the fiep, the aſſuming a right to 


puniſh this man, was too culpable in my eyes, zot to 


make me uneaſy ; yet, fince it certainly was to relieve 


me, Lord Leiceſter executed the ſame, and becauſe no- 
_ thing could now recall it, I ſeemed ſatisfied: Ell;aor 


too perſuaded me to be fo, from thinking the traitor | 


| jultly puniſhed. Op: = HE 
Before Lord Leiceſter returned to Court, I gained 
his conſent to a project I had long revolved ; this was 


to vifit my mother—to have the Joy of being held in 


- her arms, and to be acknowledged by her bieffing,— 


He was too anx10us to indulge all my wiſhes, to retuſe 
me 1n this inſtance ; but not being able to further it 
openly, he gave me a ſufficient ſum of money to bribe 


her keepers, and directed Le Val to attend us. 


_ *Fhis man was as faithful as Williams was the re- 


verſe—it at firſt he reſpefted "me but as the wife of 
his maſter, I afterwards gained an afſcendant with 
| him from my own condu&t, which attached him to me 


as much as to his Lotd, and naace the moſt efertial 


L $-: | ſervices 


| den. Overwhelmed with de 
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ſervices ſeem trifles jn his eyes. Eager to oblige and 

| obey, he ſeemed always ready to fly before be how 
whither, and a word of commendation was a ſufficient 
 Tecompence. He was now in the poſt of Williams, 
who was ſuppoſed to have voluntarily embarked with 
Sir Francis, and the ſecret of his fate was confined to 
Lord Leiceſter, my fiſter, and myſelf. | | 
| Attended by Le Val, we ſet out for Coventry with 
_ beating hearts. We were to viſit, not merely a, mother 


but an only parent, the ſole perſon in whoſe arms we 


could claim. a refuge ; though now, alas, far more able 
. vainly to offer her one. We were to fee that Queen 
whole matchleſs beauty was her leaſt ornament; to be- 
_ _ hold her F og: withered by eighteen years confine. 
ment; to ſhare her afflictions, and prove how- dearly 
the children, who had never known her, could love 
their mother. EB - we 
But, alas! Madam, we were not permitted to rea- 
_ lize theſe viſions.—Le Val found her keepers too ho- 


% 


| neſt, or too fearful to ſuffer any ſtranger to cofiverſe 


with her, and the only privilege money could pur- 
_ chaſe, was that of ſeeing the Queen, through a grat- | 
_ ed window, take her morning walk in” a ſmall gar- 

Ne at this news, we yet 
embraced the only indulgence we could gain. But, 
| what did we not think that faithleſs woman deſerved, - 
who thus treated her equal, her relation, her friend ! 
We were conducted to the window, where we were 
_ permitted to remain without attendants ; we ſaw her. 
come. down the walk—but oh, how. changed, and 
yet how lovely | Damp rooms had weakened her 
 limbs—her charming arms were thrown round the 


necks of two maids, without whoſe afſfiſtance ſhe 


_ could not move—a pale reſignation ſat on her fli}ll 
beautiful features: her regal mien could not be eclpt- 


ed by a habit of pale purple, nor her fine hair by 
- the veil which toiiched her forehead. —— Her beads 


and croſs were her only ornaments, but her unaffect- _ 
ed piety, and patient ſufferance, mingled the Saint 
with the Queen, and gave her charms beyond humanity, 

| ; = | : Our. 
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Our emotion was too rapid and ftrong for deſcription; _ 
we wept—we. incoherently exclaimed—and firiking 
vurſelves againſt the bars, ſeemed to noe ſome ſuper- 
natural ſtrength would break them. ore afflicted at 
ſeeing her thus, than not ſeeing her at all, I neither 
could behold her for my tears, or reſolve to loſe a look 
by indulging in them.—She drew near the ſpot where 
we ſtood, when our hands, which we had truſt, in - 
A1upplication, through rhe bars, caught her attention. 
She raiſed her fine eyes, with their uſual divine com- 
poſure, to the window——1I would have ſpoke, but 
my lips denied all utterance. Alas! that blefſed—that 
benignant glance, was the firſt, the laſt, the only one. 


: | we ever received from a mother.—When ſhe withdrew 


| her eyes ſhe carried my very ſoul with her; all my 
ltrength failed at once, and I ſunk into a ſwoon in my 
lifter's arms, _ INS EL 8 ooo 
II dr itod 


___ Sufpicions of this nature made it dangerous ſor my 
_ Lord, were we frequently to appear there; yet this 
— momentary view had awakened ſenſations, which. 
though yn than love, were equally laſlin;. 
and which empoitoned my hours No oh boſom o!. 
happineſs. Bitter tears upon the cheeks of my Lei- 
_ceſter, when with fond endearment he would ftrain me 
_ to his boſom, alone ſpoke my thoughts, and I ſacrific- 
_ ed the Jeſs to the greater duty. Ellinor, my dear 
Ellinor, was, on this theme, my only counſellor, and 
we ſpent days in forming a thouſand projets; 
weeping every evening at diſcovering the impracti- 
bility. The frequent abſences of my Lord, left me 
| too much leiſure for this melancholy employment ; 
yet the ardor of his paſſion, made him chuſe every 
opportunity, however ſhort, to be with me, and 
I trembled left theſe inceſſant journeys ſhould attract 
the notice of Elizabeth, who had been for ſome 
_ time indiſpoſed, and was of courſe more ſenſible to 
_ any inattention of her favorite. But Lord Leiceſter 
had not been uſed to controul, and ſometimes im- 


5 OED. puted 
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puied hints to indifference which aroſe from the moſt _ 
generous motives, for my life was without any enjoy- 
ment 10 His abſence, but the hope of ſeeing him again. 
When he was away, I wandered wearily through eve- 
ry room, and ſaw only a magnificent ſolitude, but, 


vhenever he appeared, joy and muſic animated the 


_, wnole family; every apartment ſeemed to have found 
| " gueit, and every ſervant the happy ſubject of his 
Quty., - I WL og x be ha | | 

40 excuſe his frequent abſences to the Queen, my 
Low avowed a paſſion for hunting, with which his 
conduct fo little agreed, that he Fur himſelf up in 
Kenilworth Caſtle, and ſeldom pafſed beyond his. 
own wails, Conſcious this muſt in time-be obſerved, 
1 learned to ride expertly, and often obliged him to | 
accompany us in mere prudence. 'To prevent our 
be:ng wo much fatigued, my Lord generally ordered . 
« tent to be pitched, with refreſhments, in the foreſt ; 
aud One MOTNIDG _— myſelf ill, I quitted the 
chaſe aimoſt directly, and went m ſearch of our reſt- 
_ 1tp place, guided by a huntſman, as ignorant of it as 
«a teires. Amongft the cloſeſt and intricate paths 


- we encountered a gentleman on horſeback, atiended 


by many ſervants; to make way for us, he ordered 
his ſervants to return, and diſmounting, bowed, and 
remained uncovered while we paſſed. Addreffing 
the man who attended us, he eayerly inquired for m 
Lord—the queſtion I knew not why, alarmed me;. 
- turned inftantly to examine his features, and my horſe 
\ continuing his pace, ſtruck my head _ an arm of 
2a tree with ſo much violence, that the reins dropt 
from my hand, and the ſtranger was juſt quick enough | 
to.catch me. I fainted: one 0 his train opened a vein 
in my arm, which inftantly revived me, and I found 
myſelf in the ſtranger's arms, who prefſed, with more 
thai common concern, the hand he held. Confuſed 


and perplexed with this accident I endeavoured in vain 


| to withdraw it, and ſeeing my hair had fallen in its 
\ uſual curls over my neck, I looked about for my hat, 
which yet lung on the bough that ſtruck me. Ren 
=: * 
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leſs of every entreaty, I perſiſted in mounting my 
horſe, and returning initantly, after I had rendered hn 
every acknowledgement his ative poiteneſs merited.. 
He replied with ſuch peculiar grace and gallantry, as 
| gave me a great defire to know who he was, but his 
purſuing me with his eyes, rendered it impoſhble for | 
ſome time: after which the huntſman informed me he 
was the nephew of Lord Leiceſter, Sir Philip Sidney. 
His appearance confirmed the agreeable impreffion | 
made by his charaQter, and T only regretted being 1n- 
_ troduced to him by a vexatious accident which ſeemed 
' too much to poſſeſs his mind. Enprofſed by theſe re- 
- fleCtions, although IT lay down, it was impoſhible to 
_ cloſe my eyes, a ha abrupt entrance of my Lord 
_ rouſed me completely. Extreme vexation and diſorder | 
marked his air, and without the leaft enquiry into my 
\ hurts, he threw himſelf into a chair by me, and Ia- 
mented the malice of his fortune. _Alarmed beyond 
meaſure, I ſtarted from the bed, and kaeeling at his 
_ feet, conjured him to tell me jn what new inſtance he 
had reaſon to complain.—** Matilda, ſaid he, fixing 
his eyes on me with a ſad intentneſs, the Queen ap- 
proa.hes.”—My heart died within me at the words ; 
is ſupporting arms alone ſaved me from falling to the 


_ _ ground, and his careſſes from fainting. 


_ «T know her well, continued he, and have every 
Treaſon to fear we are betrayed. The ſubtililty of ap- 
pronening without an expreſs, convinces me that ine 
uipects at leaſt ſome ellarm in Kenilworth I dare 

not avow. I had always purpoſed, in. compliance | 
altke with my promiſe and my fafety, to convey you - 
' to the Receſs in cafe this” eveat happened; but _ 
now- I fexr the appearance it will have, alike to 
my own ſervants and Sidney's companions, who are 
all of the Queen's train, and but too much ſtruck. 
with your beauty.—One expedient alone remains— | 
tell me, my love, may your Leiceſter hope to triumph 
over your becoming pride, your juſt reſentment ?— 
Will you condefcend to appear before Elizabeth in 
the ſame humble light in which you have hitherto 


appeared  * 
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appeared; and forgetting awhile ſhe has heen the 
periecutor of your family, will you conſider her only 
as the patroneſs of your huſband?” _ 47 nn 
I will forget every thing, cried I, in a tranſport of 
tenderneſs, which interferes with your ſaſety and ſatis- 
faction ; too happy in having ſomething to ſacrifice in 
provf of my love, T will -be whatever you wiſh—as 
the daughter of Mary, my ſoul riſes againſt Elizabeth; 
but, as the wife ot Leiceſter, T ought to know no 
p:eature. but his; nor have I had, till this alarming 
mymert, a merit in ſubmiſſion. : ; 
__* What are the ties of marriage, ſaid my Lord 
(the ica's mingling on our cheeks) to theſe inviſible 
liy-amenis of the foul ! T can fo little bear to be ſur- 
palied 1, geverolity, that I can hardly refrain from 
leading you to the Quecn as her hoſteſs, and charm- 
ing the Court with the fight of a wife, who is my ſole 
"pride and everlaſting pleaſure.” _ ye ED 
Prectors, ineftimable moment of my life, when the 
mth oc: my heart was fo fully ditplayed, fo gio- 
nals 200776 —Ah, Madam, Lond Leiceſter had 
the rare ſecret of governing a generous mind, * 


The ſeme conhderations prevailed on Ellinor to 
give the ſame conſent, and the. ſhort hour previous to 
the Queen's arrival was ſpent by us in ſchooling our 
ces and hearts, leſt the ſpirit of the injured and pride 
of the noble ſhould betray all.—Apprehenſive too, | 
left the fimilitude my features bore to thoſe of my 
vnf:rtunate mother, might ſtrike ſome idle obſerver, 
T departed from her mode of dreſs, and letting my 
latr curl more over my face and neck, enwreathed | 
it farcifully with flowers; then mixing with the vil- 
lagers in habits reſembling theirs, we walted to 
uſher the-Queep into the great hall, by ſtrewing that 
and the inner court with aromatic herbs. 

The amazing'hurry produced by this unexpected | 
viſit, had not ſubſided, when the cannon proclaimed | 
| the approach of Elizabeth. A faint fickneſs came 
over me; my limbs were {carce able to lupport my 
weight, and my eyes hardly ſerved to guide my me 
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My. nature ſhuddered at her, and the ſpirit of Nor? 

folk trembled proudly within me. Moſt fortunately 
confounded with the gay cavalcade, I ſoon had per- 
formed my taſk, and retired without once ſetting 
my eyes on her face. I ſtruggled much with myſelf. 
an1 regained a tolerable ſhare of compoſure ere her 
dinner was ſerved, at which we were, as uſual to 
 fing. Concealed from the public gaze, I had now 
an opportunity of examining the Queen. She, was. 
talking to my Lord, who waited behind her chair. 
Though the Katubek of Elizabeth retained nothing of 
her mother's ſweetneſs, they were regular; her eyes 
were remarkably ſmall, but fo clear and quick, they | 
Teemed to comprehend every thing with a fingle 

glance ; the defe&t in her ſhape taking off all real 
Majeſty, the ſupplied that deficiency by an extreme 
bauynhtineſs; a ſevere, ſatirical ſmile marked her 
countenance, and an abſurd gaiety in her dreſs. I 
could not but ſuppoſe foreigners would imagine that 
theQueen owed much ot her reputation 10 her counſel- 
lors, who cauli diſgrace her venerable years by a 
bure neck, and a fail: head of hair made in the moſt 
youthtul faſhion. Yet, under other ei cumſtances, 
the Trene would have been charming. 'The hall ef- 
riched and adorned with fine ſtatues, tapeſtry, and 
purpie fringed with g0id, the high  acge Gothick 
windows, Which being thrown open, gave a beautiful 
view of the lake, corered with rewly ornamented 
boats ſtruck the Queer with admiration ; while the 
tmmente croud of 1oyal attendants, and above all, 
the profound reſpet of many of the nobles, were 
ſights no leſs new to me. TI turned my eyes. round _ 
to diſcover if among them I could find any to compare 
with Lord Leiceſter. Where, ah where ! could they 
felet his equal ! ſuppreſt anxiety gave a redoubled - 
glow. to his cheek, and his expreifive eyes plerccd - 

through the vet] which hid us from all others, Din- _ 
ner removed, a filence enſued only interrupted by my 
voice and the lute of my ſiſter. Amaz<ment ſeemed 
to trausfix every beholder, and al] eyes. purſued the 

| | E5 '**- >... .-HEmt 


bent of Lord Teiceſter's—The Queen dropt a peach 


| ſhe was paring, and ſpeaking with warmth to Sidney, 
he replied with an air ſo enhvened as thewed his heart 
_ was in the ſubjeft. Scarce had T reached the conclu- 
ſion of the air, when the curtain was Hawn aſide, by 
the officious Sidney, and we ſtood expoſed to the view 
of the whole Court. Over-whelmed with a thouſand 
lenſations, I dropt the book T ſung from, and Ellinor 
| bent over her lute with a beautſul modeſty. The 
_ various exclamations of the noblemen might have flat- 
_ tered out vanity, had we not been continually told any 
thing can make, to courtiers, the wonder of an hour. 
That fatal moment was ſure the critical one of my life; 
_- ttawakened dangerous ſuſpicions in the ſoul of Eliza- be | 


beth; endleſs anxiety in the man in whom my lite was | 
bound up, and a paſhon in the heart of another, the 
" cold Be | of death alone could extinguiſh. I mean the 
anvable Sidney: charmed at finding in the perſon who + 
charmed the whole Court, thoſe features indelbly - 
 impreffed on his memory, he delivered himſelf en- 
 tireiy up to his predilection with a generous warmth. 
| The moment I could recolle&t myſelf, I confidered 
; the Queen attentively; ſhe fat in the penſive poſition 
__ mato. which our appearance had thrown her; ſome. 
times ſurveying us with deep obſervation, then, with 
a keener glance, Lord Leiceſter. I laboured to ſup- 
Port the painful examination with compoſure, but the 
care defeated itſelf, and involuntary bluſhes co- 
. Vered my face, as ſoon as I became the object of her 
attention. 'Ihe indifference the Queen expreſled to- 
wards the muſic, obliged every one elſe to be filent 
. on the ſubjeR, and we ſoon obtained permiffion to 
retire, Sidney, Who was the mefſenger, overwhelm- y 
ed us with apologies for the ſhare he had in our con- DM 
Be alhowgh by the command of his Sovereign. | | 
I had perpetual reaſon ſor reſenting his officiouſneſs, | 
Þut Sidney was not born to be hated, To exalted 
_ gerervfity, and the moſt manly courage, he joined | 
&lezai.ce, refinement, and a temper ſuperior to events. : 


»F«s, eallant Sidney, this noble juſtice Matilda owes 


thy 


thy virtues !—of all her misfortunes, that of becom- 
ing thine touched her moſt deeply. ——Qur apparent 
{tate of dependance never once induced Sir Philip te 


_ _ forfeit that reſpect a man of merit owes to himſelt ;— 


It only united to the politeneſs univerſally due to the 
ſex, an affecting deference which dignified its objeR. 
A huſband lefs adored than Lord Leiceſter, might with 
reaſon have dreaded ſuch a rival—Midnight alone 
gave us the freedom of comparing opinions, and I 


law, with unſpeakable regret, the peace of my Lord 


deſtroyed during this vifit. A depretfion, he: could 
hardly account for, filled up the intervals we paſſed 
together; and inſtead of employing them 1n forming 
any reaſonable plan, nothing remained of all our mu- 
tual tenderneſs, but ſilence, tighs and tears. fn 
Elizabeth, in defiance of time and underſtanding, 
indulged a romantic. taſte inconfiſtent wath either ; 
and, not ſatisfied with real pre-eminence, affected to 
bedeified by the flattery of verſ:. The Lady of the 
Lake was the title ſhe choſe to be known by here, 
and nothing , art could invent, or wealth procure was | 
- waning to render the various pageants complete. A 
| boat ſcooped like a ſhell, and enclofing a throze, 
conveyed her to the aight, where I and many. more, 
| habited like Nereids, waited to receive her, and uſh- 
- ering her to a grotto inlaid with ſhells and Jooking- 
glais, we preſented her, in baſkets made of ſea-weed, 
pear}, coral, amber, and every jewel of the water; 
while the place reſounded with panegyrics ſo labored 
and mnifapplied, that it was with difficulty we ſorebore 
Tung at the gravity with which ſhe liſtened to 
them. 6 VIP y 
I found, with ſurprize, Lord Leiceſter feared” the 
eyes of every indifloront ſpetator would. penetrate 
_ through a myſtery, Elizabeth only had an intereft in 
developing. TIt.is the common weaknets of humanity | 
to bend the attention ſolely. to minute objects, + 
while the leading ones: come - upon us: totally una- 


_ wares.—l, on the contrary, fancied myſelf every mo- 


ment ſurveyed with-a harſh. air by an inflexible im- 


perial * 
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perial rival.—Every lady of the Court, under the 
Peat of ſeeking. our intimacy, continually ſounded 
Ellinor and myſelf on our real condition, and the 
timil incoherent manner in whichwe anſwered, gave 
me the moſt mortal fears of their emplayer.—Abje&t 
ſlaves to the Lok amuſement, ſhe kept us conti- 
nually in her fight, and without deigning to open 
| her ox4n lips, ſeemed to tempt us to yan by e- 
ternal whims.—In thoſe moments, love, ſhame and 


apprehenſion, ſpoke a language intelligible in all coun- 


tries 1n the features of Lord Leiceſter ; and Eliza- 
beth, haviny doubtleſs aſſured herſelf, by theſe arti- 
_ fices, that there muſt be ſomething to reveal, left her 
train at one end of the pallery, and retiring to the 


other 'with my Lord, interrogated him, as I inſtantly 


__ conjectured. — The fate of my mother now aroſe 


more ſtrongly to my mind. * Ah ! why, thought T1, 
did I leave the happy ſolitude in which ſhe placed 
me, only to Tun the obje& of. my affettions, 
aud deliver myſelf up to- an inexorable tyrant, who _ 
can now wreck her malice without even be ng ſuf. 
pefted !” Infenfible to the gay crowd who addrefled 
mz, T obſerved my Lord reply to her eager queſtions 
with heſitation and anxiety; as he talked, he fixed 
his eyes on me with the uneaſy air of a perſon who 
wiſhes to convey through them what he is hopelets 
of making you comprehend any other way. I re- 
ſolved to prevent an error on my part, by a timely 
retreat ; x 35. ſuddenly ſpeaking aloud, Lord Leiceſ- 
ter advanced towards us ;——** Mark well all T ſay,” 
ſaid he, in a whiſper, leading me and my ſiſter to 
the ſeat of the Queen, —I ſhall more ſupriſe theſe 


children, ſaid he, with the knowledge of their origin 


than your Majefty—it 18 needleis to give them the 
reaſons I have laid before you for this ſecrecy; it 


muſt be ſufficient honour and pleaſure for them to 
fir:d themſelves daughters of the houſe of Dudley, 
2nd obiedts of their Sovereign's gracious patronage.” | 
" Seeivg him bend his knee, ours, ſtubborn and reluc 


3 taut as they were, gave way, and we kiſſed the fatal 


* hand 


> - 
e * 
—_ [ 


THE RECESS, &. 169. 
| hand ſhe _— tendered. She informed us, ſhe 


| added us to her train of maids of honour, and ſhould 
carry us with her on the morrow towards London.— 
| Lord Leiceſter, charmed with having eluded all her 
ſuſpicions, dream? not of the ſnare he had wound 
round his own heart in yielding us up to Elizabeth, 
whoſe conſummate art induced her to give credit to a 
moſt improbable fiction, on purpoſe to place us beyond 
| his reach, which ſhe could no other way have etf-_ 
___7TT_UMHEREET RET I WL, * 
The hour of reſt enabled him to open all his heart. 
 —}] underſtood that Elizabeth had addrefled him in ſo 
deciſive a manner on the conviction of our , being born 
| above our preſent rank, that he could not hope to 
ſave us from the. moſt merial degradations but by 
a falſe confidence ; Heaven inſpired him with the idea 
_ of a'poſibility, that his brother, the Lord Guildford, 
might have married Lady Jane Grey, a twelvemonth 
ere the two politic Dukes of Suffolk and Northum- 
berland thought it prudent to appear leagued : during 
which, he declared the unfortunate Lady Jane gave 
- birth to us both : the ſame policy induced them to 
conceal this event till the Suffolk family ſhould be 
. * eſtabliſhed on the throne, and that hope being for 
_ ever defeated, prudence ftill buried us in oblivion ;— 
finally, that the ſecret reſted now only in his own 
boſom, from whence his attachment to Elizabeth 
would never ſuffer it to tranſpire, and that if the 
Queen ftill wiſhed to Fae: us, he thought it. 
would be prudent to let us imagine ourſelves his own 
| illegitimate daughters. —To#all this Elizabeth replied 
| little, but ſuffering him to ſettle it his own way, per- 
Kiſted only in taking us from him.  7Y7 _ 
Her mode of conduct convinced me at once that 


ſhe utterly diſcredited the. whole of this fiction ; 


: 
i 


which allied us, by another branch, almoſt as near to 


_ the throne as we really ſtood. Would ' not a jealous, 
ſelfiſh ſoul, like hers, have demanded dates, fas, 

teſtimonials and witneſſes? Would' the not have 
made us undergo the fate of Lady Catherine, he 
legal heir of the houte of Suffolk, whom, by a barba- 


TOus 


' Tous, unfeminine uſe of . power, ſhe tore 'from the 
moſt near and ſacred of human ties, and condemned, 


even 1n the bloom of youth, to a ſolitary life of im- 


priſonment, only for having dared to become a wife 
and a mother !!— Would not, in « word, all the fu- 
Ty of her temper have blazed forth, but that the me- 


Gitated a more ſafe and filent ruin? 


Unwilling to add to the anguiſh of this moment. 


by one ſurmiſe, I threw myſelf into his arms, and 
_Hlent, ſpeechleſs, firained him to my heart—ſupph- 


SURG, maemtay'y, that God, who alone could protet 
$- Le 


o language could have affefted Lord Leiceſ- 
_ ter like this conduct. —He accuſed himſelf of having 
meanly confidered his own ſafety : and we were oblig- 


_ ed repeatedly to aſiure him, we *thought he had 
acted with the moſt conſummate judyment, ere we 
_ could reconcile him to himſelf. ** Surely Matilda | 


thinks me a ſufficient ſufferer, cried he, in lofing the 


charm of her ſociety ?—Can I have” forgotten that all 
' Other men may treely adore her, and that her happi- 


_ neſs 1s not more in the power of Elizabeth than mine 


' 18 in hers ?- Did I not know the Queen would wil- _ 


lingly puniſh the whole race with the celibacy ſhe 


impoſes on herſelf, I ſhould doubt her protecting the- 
Pretenſions of Sydney; but ſhe dreads too much 
multiplying claims to the cron, and I alone ſhall 
| —Piy my fituation, 
added he, and with an uniform coldneſs, daſh his 
How do I lament the fate 


be perſecuted with his paffſion. 


_ preſumptuous hopes- 
which 1nvolves the fair Elinor in calamities the ſame 


' motives cannot reconcile her to! but fince her choice 


and affeCtions led her into the world, I rely upon 
her . generous ſoul to Tappert its evils with prudence 
_ and patience.— This wil 


be our laſt converſation for 
ſome time—one only caution let me recommend to 


ou both—make no coafidant, cultivate the friend{hup_ 


of Lady Pembroke, and never forget that you con- 


_ "tantly at under the eye of a haughty, jealous, and 
revengeful Sovereign.” CO EIRg 
| Needleſs admonition ! Could a om of the 


—_ 


Stuart line ceaſe to dread and hate Elizabeth ? Could 


a wife 


£ a wiſe too, who ſaw the life of the man ſhe loved de- 
 _ pended on her prudence, for one moment dare to ſhew 
thedid ſo? ES Fl | | 


 ___ Condemned to gs 1 ra the world, I entered it_ 
_ with -preſages ſo. melancholy as ſhewed my future | 


fortune—W ithout daring to teſtify my grief, even by 

| manſion in _ 
wh vainly promiſed myſelf long years of 
. unſpeakable happineſs.—I departed without my Lord, 


a look, I departed from that hoſpitable 
which 1 had 


_ and in ſo doing experienced every miſery of love and 


_ dependence. ——-Ah! how weak are thoſe wretches 


who look up to us with wonder, cried I, mentally, 
as we palled through every town, did ye know 
- the breaking heart this ſplendid garb covers !—— 
did ye eel the galling chain which writhes round it, 
and deepens my cheek. with deſtru&tive beauty, how 


would you bleſs the gracious God who gives you 


| Peace and 1gnorance ! | dn Hy: 7 
\. Received, acknowledged, and admired, we ſoon 


| became familiar appendages to Elizabeth : nor had we _ 
any hopes of ſeeing our bondage end but with her 
| lite. Ir was not the leaſt of my evils that I involved 


my Ellinor in; this calamity, which love of me 


could alone render ſupportable. By a caprice for _ | 


. which there- is no accounting, Elizabeth, whoſe eyes 
were ever watchful, and heart ſuſpicious, bent both 


for ever on Ellinor; who endured from her, with fi- 


lent indignation, a thoufand paſſionate extravagan- 
cies. Contrary to Lord-Leicefter's idea, I plainly 
perceived ſhe encouraged every pretender to either, 


obviouſly to develope the myſtery ſhe eafily diſcern- 
Tormented with 
the paſhon of Sir Philip, I found all my rigor could 


ed through his falſe confidence. 


not extinguiſh hopes the _-_ patromzed, while 


Lord Leiceſter's confidence ſeemed to contract, in 


proportion as 1t became difficult for me to partake it. 

| The fair Pembroke attached herſelf particularly to 

 Ellinor, and Roſe Cecil, Lord Burleigh's ſecond 

daughter, profeſſed an unbounded ſriendihip for me. 
I had ſe great a deference to the command of my 


Lord 
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Lord, as to withhold mine, till time convinced me 
too gy: ſhe was incapable of abuſing it. She 
was almoſt a ftranger at Court as well as ourſelves, 
and brought up under a mother who abhorred it ; 
| the death of that mother leaving her to the care of 
an ambitious father, he flattered himſelf her beauty 
would win her a huſband of merit, ere ſhe had gain- 
ed courage to aſſert her own choice. He was not 
miſtaken 1n the firſt opinion : the tender bloom both 
_ of her mind and perſon, attached to her a thouſand 
hearts, but chouh in all other inſtances compliance _ 
- 1tſelf, in the article of marriage, ſhe refuſed to obey. 
even the Quee!z, who conſequently hated her. This 
1a4 conformity of ſituation, both were, at liberty a- 
like to lament, and with the candour. incident to 
youth, I found it difficult to limit my lamentations.— 
_ Quyſituations and tempers made us alike cultivate an_ 
attachment with Lady Arunde!l, Sir Philip's eldeſt 


 fifter, who had long fince retired to a ſeat of his on 


| the banks of the 'Thames, upon the impriſonment of 
her Lord. With leſs ſhiming qualifications than her 


more fair and fortunate ſiſter, Lady Arundell poſſeſſed _ 
a Roman ftrength of ſoul. Beloved from her child- 


| hood by Elizabeth, ſhe might have remained a favou- 
rite, even while her huſband was a viftim, but ſhe 
inexorably infifted on ſharing his priſon, and when 
it ſoon after became his grave, retired in an honora- 
| ble poverty, and owed. her little income to her. bro- 
ther's bounty. "Thus, 10 1nnocence and hailowed 
widowhood, paſted the days of this amiable woman, 
| who now enjoyed the firli and laſt of human. plea- 
ſures, the ſeeing herſelf ſurrounded with friends, al- 
though ſhe had only merit to attach them. Pp . 

The reſentment of Philip the ſecond of Spain broke 
forth at this period, and employed every one's 


_ thoughts; more eſpecially the Queen's, with whom 


| love was ever ſo ſubordinate a conſide:ia'jon, that I 
. - flattered myſelf Lord Leiceſter would chovſe this op- 
portunity to plan our future qneetings, and a little re. 
live me from the inſupportable :or:u-es of perpe- 
tual hypocriſy. When now, to complete my ws 
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| he for whom I renounced every diſtinQtion due to my 
ſex and birth, he in whom my ſoul was treaſured, 
regarded me with coldneſs and diſdain. I examined 


my own heart. | It did not make me a ſingle reproach ;_ 


| but the knowing I was wronged could not reftore my 


peace. TI began to dread that ſatisfied love had given 


pope to ambition; that conſidering me as the only 


ar between himſelf and Elizabeth (who became more 


and more gracious to him) he vainly regretted he had _ 


; = me ſo.———My hatred to the Queen redoubled, 
Although fhe treated me much better than my filter, 


as ſhe always conceived Ellinor his favourite, becauſe 


| the vehicle of his ſentiments to me : yer, though his 
_ diſpleaſure was ftrongly marked, it did not ſpring 
from indifference; for at the ſame time he carefully 


avoided my converſation, he inceflantly watched my 


actions, and was always in my view, without ever 
being in my reach. It was inipoſſible not to diſcern 
he muſt be jealaus; but alas, | 
the cauſes it ſeeks, My bluſhes and the diſorder of 


my air, when any ſuppoſed Jover addreſſed me, con. 


firmed his fatal prejudice; and the jmpoſibility of 


finding an opportunity to acquit myſelf, almoſt dif- 


tracted me. Fortune, ſhortly after, added the only 
aggravation my fate adnutted. ha "Si 
he fair Roſe Cecil, whoſe attachment I have 


mentioned,” had inſenfibly engaged my affections by 
the warmth of her own. The pleaſure I took 1n dil- 
__ courfing about my Lord, made me overlook tor a tune, 
_ that ſhe was equally unwearied of the topic ; but the _ 


eager manner in which ſhe revived it, while increafin 


ſorrow buried his name in my heart, at laſt opened 
my eyes. I obſerved. her more cloſely, I ſaw the 


ſtrong affeftion which impelled her to be near him, 
while her” heightened colour, and univerſal agitation, 
| Whenever he addreſſed her, made the ſecret inclina- 
tion of t.er heart but too obvious. There are wives 


_ who woull have ſeized this occafion to retort, but ſhe 


was ſo innocent I could not diftruſt her, and was a- 
bove appea-ing, to do ſo. Some imaginary flight 
overcame a mind fo delicate, and one evening ſhe 1n- 


/ | dulyed | 


uſpicion ſoon makes 
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dulged in her tears, and. unboſomed her whole heart. 
In vain, ſhe ſaid, did years and circumſtances divide 
| her from Lord Leiceſter, fii.ce ſhe took more pleaſure. 


in filencly admiring him, than in being admired by 


_ the whole world. ** Ah, madam, cried the, how 
| barbarous are hereditary hatreds! Exert yourſelf for 
me, deareſt Matilda, diveſt my Lord's mind of ſo 
_ narrow a prejudice, aſſured that this obligation will 

double an attachment equally produced by your own 
_ merit and the family you ſprung from.” 
What a propoſal was this to a wife—to a wife, dif. 
T fay; alas, to a lover—a wild and extravagant lo-_ 
ver ?/—She embraced me, and hid her tears and agi-_ 
tations on my bolom—a boſom which ſtruggled with 
agonies yet more trying. Aﬀected alike with her 
_ innocence and her fate, I returned her carefles, and 
 Wept like a mother over her child. —She left me ſuf- 


Ny Aictent leifure to confider my anſwer : I told her, im 


pitying, I ſhewed her all the kindneſs in my power, 
 Hince the little influence I had with my Lord was ob- 
vious enough. I hinted that hers muſt ever be a 
hopeleſs attachment, as the viſible diſtinRtion of the . 
Queen made it very improbable Lord Leiceſter ſhould 
marry any other woman, not to mention the vaſt diſ- 
| Parity between her years and his 
| She replied, that ſhe had conlidered this over ſo of- 
_ ten, that ſhe had reconciled herſelf to every article.— 
The Queen thought more of- war than I and 
| ſurely it Lord Leiceſter could be brought to do jui- 
_ tice to her heart, her youth would never be confidered 
Wat DOR CO, BL 2/T-; 4 
© In ſhort, I eafily underſtood that what ſhe wiſhed, 
the was reſolved to hope. I dropped the ſubject, but 


it was with infinite chagrin I beheld this lovely girl _ 
encourage a paſſion, ſo many cauſes concurred to 


render hopeleſs. In fact, it did noc long efcape the 
Queen's notice, and the unfortunate Roſe ſaw! every 
| body appear to be acquainted with her weakneſs but 
its .objeft, who ſhewel a coldneſs towards her, almolt 
amounting to diflike : to me the always flew for con- 

ſolation, and I frequently adminiſtered what I could 
_ "not find. | PR Ee op Ln . On 


< 


| On ſo important an event as the expeed invaſion, | 
_ the Engliſh were all prepared to take arms: Lord | 


| Leiceſter, as their leader, was already encamped; and 
T parted with him in common with the other Cour-. 


tiers, without the privilege of uttering a ſyllable that - 
' might give peace to his heart or my own, The mi- 


_ ſery of my ſituation became intolerable, when ſear 


_ of my Lord's ſafety was added to every other fear, 
- and I reſolved on an explanation, whatever the con- 
| Tequence. 'The natural aſcendancy love and ſuperior 


years pave him over me when preſent, vaniſhed with 
intreated him to ſuffer me by knowing to re-_ 
pair .an involuntary fault, and before it was too late, 


him: 


Tecover an affeftion I could not long ſurvive. I con- 
jured him to remember he was my all in this life, 


and that if he continued to withold his confidence, 
IT could only conclude he repented_ the having ever 
_ beftowed it; 'and ſhould finally give up all care of a 
being, which was no longer dear to me when it ceaſ- 


_edto beſo tohim, i Bu TO 
© The equivocal turn of theſe expreſſions I thought 
would ſecure this letter, even 1 intercepted, from 


roducing any evil conſequence ; and. while dubious 
ow to convey it, . Sir Philip Sidney demanded per- 


miſſion to take leave of me :—not all the pangs I 
. ſuffered through his love, could rob him of my re- 
_ pard—the diſguiſing it was all in my power. To 
Bis care I committed this letter, aſſured he might be 


truſted even with the truth : and tranſported with 
the leaſt mark of my confidence, he promiſed all 


_ that lovers uſually promiſe. 


£ | No ſooner was he gone, than I remembered the. 


Ull-choſen meſſenger might render Lord Leiceſter in- 
ſenſible to the contents of a letter bliſtered with my 


| "tears —Alas ! when once we enter the labyrinth of 


polibilities, to which jealouſy 1s the fatal centinel, 
Lardly ever can we extricate ourſelves. 'The gentle 


conſolations of Ellinor were all my fate had left me; 
but for her, fickneſs nuſt have been the conſequence 


_ of ſorrow + but during the hours of retirement (ſor 
one apartment held us) ſhe omitced nothing to ſooth 
OY EY eee | =" =" OP 
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or ſtrengthen my mind :—incomparable fifter ! what 
a ſoul was thine ! Oh |! why were tears my only tri- 
- bute to thy boundleſs generofity? cf 
At length Lord Brook arrived expreſs from the 
_ camp, and took the firſt opportunity to deliver me a 
| letter from my Lord, He ſaid T had found means 'to | 
_ convert the accuſer into the criminal, and conjured 
me to pardon a mean jealouſy, which puniſhed itfelf,— 
My too ready obedience to the Queen's command, he 
added, and the obvious pleaſure T had found in his 
_ nephew's converſation, had poiſoned every moment 
of his life ſince I came to Court. Sydney's talents, 
his equal years, his generous diſpoſition, all con- 
Tpired to make him a formidable rival. © I am not 


_ + meanly jealous of your perſon, continued he—no, 


Matilda, 'it_ is your heart of which I am a miſer; 
_ nor do I wiſh you mine, whatever your loſs may coſt 
_ me, longer than you with ourfelr ſo. Under the 
_ ervel circumſtances impoſed on us, leſs might excu- 
 fably alarm a heart which has fo ſeverely ſuffered for 
ts candor; yet, too juſt in my nature to conſider that 
| _ as your fault, which muſt have proved our mutual 
| misfortune, I reſolved to bury in my boſom its kill- 
Ing ſuggeſtions, and ceaſe to perſecute you with a 
paiſon which you dared not repel, however reluRtant 
Your heart, But that which would have made a com- 
mon mind jealous, has eradicated the weakneſs from 
_ mane; for nothing but ſpotleſs innocence could have 
made you chuſe out my imaginary rival as the vehicle 
of your ſentiments. Truth and convittion flaſh 
__ Upon my bewildered ſenſes, and love breaths through 
every individual line of your dear letter —How, how 
ſhall Iever recompence you for my injuſtice ?—I can 
. no longer live without humbling myſelf at your feet, 
and receiving a pardon I fear I thall never deferve.— 
 Thave at length reſolved to confide our ſecret to Lady 
Arundel! forrow and experience have ſurely 
taught her diſcretion. Her houſe is the oaly retired 
one I know of to which you can come with fſafety,— 
Appear indiſpoſed, and the Queen will not ſuſpe&t 
more 1n the requeſt of paſſing ſome time with my 
= = Ef niece, 
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' niece, than the obvious one of being unable to ſup- 
| Port the hurry and fatigue of the times. I will prepare 


Lady Arundell for your reception, and ſnatch the 
firſt moment conſiſtent with my duty to fly and 
_enliven your ſolitude. The embrace that confirmed 
you mine was leſs dear to me, than that which will 
ſeal your forgiveneſs. —Oh ! my love, ended. he, who 
_ could endure the tortures of doubt, were not the mo-. 


ment of reconciliation ſo exquiſite a tranſport ! 


Ah, true indeed ! for all the pleaſures of my life 
faded before that moment ! I ſeemed ta tread in air, 


and had an command enough of myſelf to affect 
| langour and 


_ ivfinite pleaſure. TI found ſhe had been only appriſed 


of my marriage, and that my Lord ftill withheld the 


 Teeret of my birth. She allotted me a magnificent 
apartment, which concluded with a ſaloon opening to 


the Fhames. This noble room was embellithed 
with valuable paintings, ſome of which were not yet | 


finithed, and a painter of eminence es, ate 


tended to complete them,  'L his man was employed 
by her to take a picture of me, which might-till up 
| the interval of my Lord's abſence, as well as agreea» 
bly ſurpriſe him. F was one day dreſſed oaily for 


this purpoſe, and waiting in the ſaloon. I perceived 


_ the man enter, but how was I ſurpriſed to lee him a 


moment after at my feet ! I turned indignantly ta» 


wards him. Ah, heavens ! it was my Lord, my Lei- 


_ cefter himſelf ! who ſafe in that diſguiſe, which he 
and Lady Arundell had - dar” on, was to forbid the 
prin whenever he could vifit us with ſafety, We 


carnt from him news of the utnwſt importance, that 
Heaven itfelf had fought for Elizabeth, and defeated 
an Armida here power could 1}. have coped with.ow 

This inteiligence, by ſecuring Lord Leiceſter, joyed 
even my heart ; and the pride of forgiving being ad- 
ded to the pleaſure of loving, life cowd beſtow no 


I had 


more On me. | 


ickneſs. Elizabeth, who always found 

herſelf fatigued with indiſpoſuion, becauſe not fub- 

ject to ut herſelf, readily conſented to my ſpending a 
month with Lady Arundell, who received me with 


i ; 
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2 mong thoſe who cannot obey her, 


| TT had now learnt to be beforetfand with ſuſpicion ; 
_ and; as Sir Philip, charmed with the opportunity ot 
ſeeing me out of chilling _ circle of a Court, was 
_ almoſt a daily viſitor, I reſolved to end his hopes, 
even at the riſque of an implied confidence. I could 
hardly ſometimes forbear weeping to ſee him thus 
purſuing a . ſhadow, and waſting a glorious youth.— 


Oh Sidney ? you was worthy of a better fate, and 


could I accuſe myſelf of embittering yours, I ſhould 
be a wretch indeed ! but no, I honored, revered, ad- 
mired you ; nay, had I, not already exchanged my 
heart, 1t muft have been yours—you, whom 10 mary 
women have loved, and none, no none were ever 
| known to hate. Ke on of AS fr eapc. 
_-_ Having formed my reſolution, I permitted him one 
 _ Qayto lead me to the terrace. Overjoyed with the 
diftinfticon, he entertained me with a hotbed plea- 
fant fallies.—Ah ! is there a more pungent ſenſation 
' In nature, than the Gy IE lometimes im. 
poſes on generous minds to afflict each other ? I open- 
ed my lips—the truth hovered on them—but it was 
\ Not till he himſelf tenderly prefſed me to add lan- 
age to my expreſſive looks, and confide to him the 
| ments I had endeavoured to ſuppreſs, that I 
could ſpeak. * Alas ! Sir Philip, cried t why am I 
_ reduced to tell you, your merit and your attachment 
are by a combination of events my only misfortune 72. 
- © What do you utter, Madam ? cried he—is this 
_ poſlible ?” - - Tra ne etc, 
© A painful truth, returned I, which the higheft 
eſteem for you could alone extort.—I am ſenſible of 
the influence of Elizabeth, but believe me, I am a- 
Obey her! returned he ; does the fair Matilda 
know fo little of me, as to imagine I would owe her 
hand to regal authority ?!—No Madam, Sidney would 
| Not on ſuch terms, he may proudly ſay, deign to ac- 
cept even yourſelf. While my paſſion was only my 
own misfortune, I thought myfelf at liberty to indulge 
it, but the moment it hecomes yours, pride, ho-. 
nor, ſenfibility, all ordain eternal filence. Yet, 
| _ ſurely, 
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ſurely, added he, in an affefting tone, a heart like 
mine might hope to know the tatality which thus 
would K.-C ne - | 

| __ 44 By the love you have profeſſed for me, cried I, 
ſeizing his hand in turn with energy ; by the honour 
which aCtuates you towards every human being, I 
conjure you to preſs no farther into a ſecret I have no 
Tight to reveal——if I had. f 
4 Tf you had !—ah lovely, generous, candid Ma- 
tilda—no, I will zo: invade any myſtery you think 
it neceſſary to conceal. Since my hard fate deprives 

my youth of my ſole charm and hope—yet ſurely time 

| —ah, may I hope nothing from time ?—age would 4 
ſteal upon me wnobſerved were you but to allow me  _ 

eres.” En Es Cn CR Ig 
_ * Why, why, cried I weeping, am I compelled to _ 
a half confidence in a heart 1o noble !—but be afſfur- 

_ ed, Sir Philip, time can never unite us by any other 
bond than thoſe of efteem; and ſurely, every day 
muſt ſtrengthen thoſe.” gy EP 

4 T think T underſtand you, replied he, fixing his 
eyes on mine with a melancholy GranneS..—-and thall Do 

I expoſe you to the ungoverned paſlions of the __ 

Queen ?—no, firce T am never—lince efteem 18 to be 

the only bond between us—he pauſed, and kneeling 
kifſed both hands, as if taking an everlaſting leave— 
when next you ſee me—though I wring every fibre 

_ ofthis heart—when ncxt you ſee me, I will feel intitled 


to all your eſteem.” _ | SERA 

_ Rihing, he quitted me, and walked towards his 

| barge, with ſad and irrelolute fteps, frequently look- _ 

Ing back as if he was ready to return, and recant his 

_ declaration : but the barge ſwitily conveying him to- 
ward London, I gave ſree vent to the tears I had with 

_ difficulty ſupprefled, 

The following evening Lord Leiceſter had promiſed 


x 
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to paſs with us ; he arrived ,with an air of ſansiac-_ 
tion it was impoſſible I could avoid ſharing even 
while ignorant of its cauſe. * Who would rely 
on the conſtancy of a lover, ſaid he, with a happy ſmile, 
Hince even my Matilda's charms could not retain my 
| | nephew's 


Tight,” 
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: nephew's attachment ! He has ſolicited the Queen's 


conſent to marry Miſs Walfingham; you know her 


love for him, but his ſudden return of it, amazes all 


acquainted with both. Elizabeth calls him a whimſi- 


| cal fool, but does not care to offend Sir Francis by re- 


m_ her conſent, however diſpleaſed at his thus 
matching himſelt—the marriage will be celebrated in 
a few days, and my Matilda 1s invited to her rival's 
wo ond Oos * ns” 

* Ah no, I ſhould have returned, had his jealouſy 
not taught me caution, thy Matilda has a triumph} 
of her own to enjoy.” Alas, I now underſtood S1d- 
ney's parting words, and” my heart floated in tears 


 rinftured ſo ftrongly with every ſentiment but love, 


that I could hardly diſtinguiſh whether that had not 


" a ſhare in the ſublimity of the moment. 


_ My Lord preffed me to return to Court previous 


to the ceremony ; he even gave out I meant to do fo, 


and this I only underſtood by a line which accompa- 


 nied the formal invitations ſent to me and Lady 
| Arundell, © Ah Madam, added Sir Philip, in the 


poltſcripr, is it true that you return ere my ſacrifice | 


1s compleated ?? 


4+ No, I will not return, fighed I, a huſband's 
claims extend no farther, and. humanity reſumes its | 


"ER BE 2 os os 1. 


The dread that malicious obſervers might once 


more pry into Lord Leiceſter's moments of retire- | 


ment; at laſt conquered the reluftance I felt at re- 
turning to Court, I ſaw, in defiance of danger, 


| ſelf-indulgence continually increaſed upon him. At 
firſt, a few hours of the evening were all he devoted 


to me and Lady Arundell; ſhortly after he came later 


| and paſſed the night; he then pleaded fear of dif- 


gracing one or the other, and loſt whole days, 


+ Ah, could'ſt thou wonder thy former marriage was _ 


ditcovered ?” ſaid I often to myſelf, after exhauſting 
all my rhetoric in vain to drive him from me.—Oh , 
Leiceſter © 
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Leiceſter ! what was the wrath of Elizabeth then, to 
| that ſhe wot 1d feel could ſhe explore the whole of 
this ſecret?” I entreated FEllinor to write me word, 
my abſence was much remarked, and at lait returned 
once more a voluntary victim. | | 
A fad and filent admiration was the only expreſſion 
of my features at ſight of Sir Philip ; he fighed at the 
compliment indiſpenſably due, which his bride re- | 
ceived with a cold contempt. To a countenance na- 
| turally harſh and inquiſitive, however beautiful, Miſs 
_ Walfingham had always united a temper, proud, 
paſſionate, and peeviſh. Her ftrong attachment to 
Sir Philip, had in all inſtances, where he was con- 
cerned, ſubdued for a time, or, veiled thoſe failings. 
He could not be ignorant of a paſſion he had tÞ often 
been rallied upon, and the moment he found it was 
not poſſible Be him to make his own choice, he ge- 
nerouſly reſolved to indulge hers. His motives could 
not be doubted, as all the Court knew ſhe had no 
fortune, and every body ſaw it was in her power to 
| become the happieſt of womren.——But alas it was not 
In her nature —far from ſeeking to win vpon his. 
heart, by a filent 1dulgence of all his little foibles, 
The wearied him with importunate fondneſs, and 
whenever buſineſs or wearineſs drove him from home, 
employed the interval in fomenting violent paſſions, _ 
_ with which ſhe ſeldom failed to overwhelm him on_ 
his return. Incapable of bending ſo noble a mind 
to the Jittle triumph of conquering a low one, and. 
as incapable of regulating his liſe by the narrow rules 
ſhe would have laid down for him, he faw no alter- 
native but the purſuit of glory, ard folicited to be 
ſent to his government of Fluſhing. $4 
Oh, pardon we, beloved Leicctter, the bitter tears 
T fo often thed for the gallant Sidney, — Ah why, 
why had he not choſen my ſifter ? She was free, the 
had a hand, a heart, a perſon worthy his; ſhe weuld 
have crowned his days with happinefs aud his grave 
with honour. Alas, in the weak pride of huranity 
we feek to new mulel the diſlinfiions of nature, and 
untolenly oppole our linuted facultics to omniſcience, 
Vor, | F | New 
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New diſturbances in the Netherlands; now obliged 


| Lord Leiceſter, as commander in chief, to accompa- 
ny his nephew. I ſaw them both depart, with reluc-. 
tance 1] extreme as foreboded ſome calamity. 'The 


generous Sidney underftood my filence, my conflicts, 
my wiſhes. ©* Rely on my cares—rely on my horor, 


_ laid he at parting, and be affured, my breaſt muſt be 
cold as the earth which then will cover it, ere that 
fcels one wound which lodges in the fair Matilda's heart, 


— Oh, let me worſhip the wile ordination of Provi- 
dence! Tf amidft all the evils fate and imprudence_ 


have overwhelmed me with, I till weakly feel a re- 


gret at pronounciug a laſt adieu, what muſt T have 


endured had I been the choſen !. but why by ſuch 
_ remembrance diſturb her IT love !— Yet dear 3s the 


ſenſibility, adored Matilda—Oh let the tears which 


now enrich your cheeks, be wholly Sidney's !”_ 


And they were wholly Sidney*s: A fad pre-ſenti- 
ment heightened the anguiſh of this parting, by tel- 
ling me we never more {ſhould meet. It remains not. 
for my weak pen to paint the heroic death of Sir 


Philip Sidney ; It has employed the nobleft. Even 


envy and malice dropt involuntary tears, while friend- 


_ ſhip was exhauſted in vain lamentations. As to me, 
'T ſet no bounds to my forrw, and every reaſon 
Which once confined my elſteem for him to my own. 
boſon, dying with him, T mourned as for a darbng 


brother; and thus perpetuated the ſecret hatred of 


his widow. who, weak woman, envied me even the 
melanch ivileoe of bewailing him. 5 


 Anx! "the fate of Lord Leiceſter, which this 


event mult uwecefiarily excite, too Toon gave way toa 


Hill nearer care. In vain TI impmied my continual 


indifpofitions to grief: time conhrmed an apprehen- | 
fion which had frequently alarmed me immediately | 
after my Lord's departure» I found but too plainly, 


that imprudent love had produced a new misfortune, 


and that I bore about me a lving teſtimony of my 
marriage from which the worſt conjequences might 
Ah, unhappy babe, thy mother's anguiſh ery 

> 
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thy birth ! Deprived by a ſad combination of cir- 


_cumſtances of a welcome from thy mother, throbs of 


terror were thy firſt ſymptoms of exiſtence. This 
accumulation of misfortune ſeemed to benumb my 


reaſon, I knew not what to refolve on. I ſaw my- 


{eIF almoſt in my royal mother's melancholy predica- 
ment when I was born. © Alas, perhaps I may to- 


morrow be entirely ſo, TI would cry to mylelf: let - 
me fly then while yet my prifon gates are open.” — _ 


'The eve of Elizabeth became yet more dreadful to 


me: I fancied every moment it dived into my heart, 
and death for ever ſeemed to ſurround me in forms 


yet dearer to ne than my own. | 


_ My fifter's better ſenſe eafily diſcerned how dan- 
geruus and how vain a project flicht might prove, 
« You ſhe would jay, whoſe timid heart ſhrinks 
even from thoſe it loves: who have hitherto trod the 


hoſt ſafe and confined circle: who hardly know 
what lonelineſs means; how, in this ſituation, can 


you encounter the perils of the road, the infolence 
of ſtrangers, the dangers of the ſea, and the terrors 
of a camp ? Even admitting all theſe happily paſt, in 
following Lord Leiceſter, you only change the ob- 


Je of Elizabeth's reſentment ; from which, diſtance 
_ may not ſhield either you or your Lord. —Qh ! by 
how many ways may the revenge herſclf !-Leiceſter 
_ it 1s true loves you : but in you, at preſent, ar ecen« 
tered future diftinction, pomp, and a variety of plea: 


ſures never yet indifferent tu him ;— theſe will be 
the leaſt of his lofTes; and believe me, if the ſecret 
tranſpires, that it 1s his oven way will one day prove 
your deareſt conlolation :>and, furely, my dear Ma- 
tilda will not enirely forget a Bfter, whoſe only joy 
or ſorrow the yet has been.” IN ae 

Phe laſt tender confideration entirely ſubdued a 


ſpark of di/leaſure encited by the former. I fb 
_ mitted my wavering Telolutions to her direftion, and 


wrote an anonymous letter, deſcriptive of -my fitua- 


tion, which, wich inrumerable charges, Lady Arun- 

dell delivered to Lord Brook, the dillinguithed friend 

of Sir Philip Sidney, to co:wey into Lord Leiceiter!s 
M Fa. 


Own 


neceſſary, warn you to retreat." 


224 TD HE REC E SS, &c. 


' own hands, That amiable woman became the con-. 
Hdant of my preſent fear, and with unwearied kind- 
| neſs conjured me to rely upon her condut—in her 


houſe ſhe aflured me of an aſylum, and in herſelf of 
another mother for the unfortunate infant. T felt all 
the indulgence of Heaven in providing me ſuch an 


unexpected reſource; and almoſt withed 1 had not 


made my Lord a partaker in cares, he was ſo little 
able to relieve, By her advice I ſummoned courage 
to appear again in the Court. * We ſeldom, ſaid 
the prudent Lady Arundell, criticiſe thoſe we ſee. 


_ every day; novelty alone attraQts curioſity; and if 
you are abſent any time, fome eye of the many your 
return will attrat, may pierce through every veil 


into the cauſe.. I will carefully watch, and when 


I found on my return, the fair Roſe Cecil had 


_ quitted London by the command of her father, who 


was highly incenſed, alike at her relufal of a,very 
advantageous watch, and the paſhon which eGauſed 
it, The loſs of her ſociety, which at another time I 


© ſhould, have lamented, became an advantage in the 
_ preſent delicate conjuncture., TI no longer durſt wiſh 


tOr companions I could not keep at a diſtance; ard 
I hoped ere we met again I ſhould be more at liber- 
ty to cultivate the attachment ſhe profeffed to me, 
while time would have conquered 4 unfortunate 
one which alone could interfere with it. i 

TI counted the moments ere a letter could arrive 


from my Lord in vain Ellinor afilured me the time 
was inſufficient, had Lord Brook's journey met with. 


no delay. We were talking this over one morning, 
when a loud knocking at the door much earher than 


uſual, ftartled us both; how was I amazed a moment 
after to ſee my Lord ruſh in, booted, and with that 


difordered dreſs and air which ſhewed him juſt arriv- 
el! Pale, ard ſpeechleſs, I threw my If into his 
arms, and made ro other return to his embraces than | 


by fighs ard tears, while Ellinor, ftruck with the 


ſingularity of his conduR, repeatedly demanded how 
he came there !——* To ſe, to fave my wg. ho 
| ov 
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ſaid fixing his eyes on mine with unutterable ſord- 
neſs; will not my Matilda bleſs me wnh ancther 
felf? ard could I be fuch a ſavage to leave her to 
face the pain, the grief, the danger alone? Dry your . 
| tears, my woſt beloved, am I not with you ? '=——— 
* Imprudent ! cri:d I firiking my own bolom—alas, 
my love, how is it I ſee you hete?”- It ſeemed as if 
reaſon, like light, pierced at once through the chaos 
of his mind. Abſorbed- in the ſingle conſideration of 
my fituation, he had poſted to England without reſt- 
ing a moment on the receipt of my letter, nor cculd: 
find a cauſe mizht ſatisfy even indifferent gbiervers, 
much more the jealous ſoul of Elizabeih.—* Ab, 
Heavens ! we are now indeed: ruined, cried I, wring- _ 
ing my hands, the implacable enemy of my peace 


will become ſo of yours, and every malicious eye 


will now be fixed on her who ſinks under the moſt 
caſual obſervation..-Qh that the filent mazfion 3n 
which I fo long vegetated had been my grave, fince I 
_ quitted it but to. become a misfortune to the man [ 
love tO Why- will my Matilda, returned Lord! 
Leiceſter, with a noble mildneſs, monopolize love. 
_ and generoſity? Perhaps I have yet ſufticient tru 
_ ence over Elizabeth, to perſuade her, fears for ker 
vweltare alone brought me home; but even if net, 
Ina!l I rciuſe to bear a fingle mortificetion for hey 
jake who has borne ſo many for mine !—'The worſt 
the can diſcover is our marriage; your birth is be- 
yond the power of malice. Summon all your fort 
tude, my love, and let us concert every meaſure ne- 
ceflary to our mutual ſafety, for I will take every. 
_ care of myſelf you would wiſh me, Never more, 
I ſolemnly ſwear, will your huſbard leave you. 
Dreams of fortune ard favor ſade away before the 
realities of life; let us with our darling fiſter, ſeek 
a ſhelter in France; IT want not the means of affiu- 

ence. independent of the Queen. Let us then avow 
Our u1:20n, and thus convert my dear Matilda's ten 
derneſs, always her. firſt charm, alike into her vir- 
tue and her happineſs. There, ſafe from the venge- 
ance of Elizabeth! we-may, Without ſear or-difthonor 
, 3 quietly 
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quietly await her diſſolution. Imagine, my love, 
the exquiſite tranſport of encircling the Throne of 
| your mother with lovely pledges of our union; 1o 
_ while empire fills every power of her imagination, | 


nature may throb through every pulie to her heart.* 
The fond, ford viſion floated alike through wy _ 


' bram! Lord Leiceſter, indifferent to the opinion of 


the Queen, reſolved to wait on her without entering 
into the reaſon of his return, which was already 


known through the Court, Elizabeth had for ſome 


time kept her chamber, nevertheleſs ſhe permitted _ 


him an audience ere ſhe left her bed. I knew her 
_ capricious temper,. and while meditating what line 
the meant to purſue, ſeveral of her ladies then in __ 
waiting came out of her chamber; the laſt of whom 


told me it was her pleaſure I alone ſhould witneſs 


| her converſation with Lord Leiceſter, Conſcience 


ſhivered my whole frame, and I entered the apart- 


ment as a condemned wretch would that where the | 
rack was preparing. Lord Leiceſter, equally fur- 
priſed, pointed out by an expreſſive glance a place 


where the cloſed curtain would prevent her remarking | 
the changes of my countenance; ard thither, more 
dead than alive, I took my ſtation. * Leiceſter, faid 
jhe, in a langmfhing voice, thy unexpetted return 


upon the rews cf my indiſpoſition, Is a freth mark of 
thy watchful duty and unwearied paſhon. I have 
long refiſted that tender inclination which diftinguiſh- 
ed thee in earlieſt youth : but now, when I have no. 

| Potent enemy to ſear, I may crown thy paſſion and 


indulge my own, without endangering myſelf or the. 


| Rate,*—A new plot I have diſcovered to releaſe Mary, 
renders it abſolutely neceffary I ſhould, by marrying 
cut off her hopes and thoſe of her party; I ſhall 


now, 1n turn, 


urpriſe ther. Long have 1 weighed 
the buſineſs in my mind, and frequently determined 
to recall thee; but thy return, Ly evincing the 


 ftrength of thy tenderneſs, demands an immediate 


recompence.—'Take then at Jaſt the ſo long withheld 


hand of Elizabeth, who thus reſigns all authority 


over thee except that thy heart gives her.” She 
. --- Hauled. 


pauſed, extending a withered hand. Lord Leiceſter 
confuſed beyond all expreſlion, and expecting me to . 
| drop ſenſeleſs every moment, heſitated a few broken 
ſentences of faint gratitude, and kifſed the fatal hard 
The no longer drew from him, fixing a moment alter | 
his eyes on me; and oh, how comprehenſive was the 
look !——* I perceive by thy trembling, my Lord, 
co: tinued ſhe, how much 1 have furprized thee, 
Recover thyſelf,=My ele&ion of thee is expected by 
every one, aud ſhall be immediate to mortity Mary. | 
1 find. myſelf well enough to quit my chamber ; it 
is my intention thou ſhouldeft lead me hence 1h1s 
_ evening, and, by taking a regal Jeat under the lame _ 
canopy, prepare the kingdom for the declaration I 
' purpoſe making to-morrow. The ceremony of el- 
_ poufal will demand time and ſplendor, but never 


more ſhalt thou quit her who finds, aſter trying eve= _ 


ry effort, it 18 impoſſible to live without thee,” 
There are inftauces in nature of timil beings. 
whom darkneſs merely would deprive of their lentes, 
who yet, on deſperate emergencies, encounter the 
jarring elements without ſhrinking. —I, who had till. 
that moment been compoſed of tears and trembling, 
now toundT mui no longer hang a helpleſs weight 
on the heart of my huſband, ava vieſkag ie -caprice 
which made her ſele& me as the only.witnels of her 
dotage, I leant againſt the tapeſtry, and, endeavoured 
by a ſelf colleRted air, to arm him for the occaſion. 
 T hadthe miſery to ſee his fortitude diminiſh in pro=- 
| Portion as miue increaſed, and after ftrugghng with 
; his teeling ti1] almoſt convulſed, he was obliged to 
quit | the preſence of the Queen precipitately, and 
ſcarcely could his falling limbs convey him thence. 
The ladies, before diſmiſſed, now entering, the Queen 
called the Lady Latimer to her bed-fſide, and I fol- 
lowed the footſteps of my Lord, —* Heavens and 
earth, cried I, on looking round in vain for him, 
what is now become of me |” Even Ellinor, my only 
comfort, fate had cruelly robbed me of, nor was ſhe 
to be found throughout the whole palace, Ere the 
tumults of my mind could ſubſide into recolletion, 
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I was informed Lady Arundell's barge waited to con- 
vey me to Chelſea, where ſhe was preatly indiſpoſed. 
Eafily imagining this was a feint of Lord Leiceſtcr's 
to unfold his ſentiments to me in fafety, IT haſtened. 


| into it, and was conveyed to the fatal faloon on the 
banks of the 'Thames, once conſecrated to love and 
pleaſure only I found Lord Leiceſter alone with his 


niece, meaſuring the apartment with unequal ſteps 
and a diſtrated air; he took my hand, and loſtening 


_ with pity for my fituation, Ted me to a ſeat, and threw 


himielt by me, His tears bedewed the hand he kiff- 
ed.—** Support yourſelt flill, my ſoul, ſaid he, the 
ur1fis is come unawares ;. ard fate 1s betorchand with 
our intention. KEhzabeth indeed has furprized me, 
but as ber. paſſion, however weak and abſurd, is pe- 
Derous, it now fiabs me to the heart,— To fuffer her. 
fo publiſh to the world, to ſtamp with ridicule my 
Dovercign, my benefafreſs, would no doubt awaken 


her moſt mortal hatred, and rob me of wy own ef- 


trem, Matilda, my love, can you ſupport the truth, 
nd all the truth !-=D1d I not tell you that, one day 
or another, any anxious wiſh of ſeeing your mo- 
incr free might interfere with your own happineſs 2? 
it has indeed ;, for even at the mon.cri the Queen in 
tenuer CONAUTRE2 2ÞArted to me a plot to releaſe 
Mary, ſhe meant to obviate by her own marriage, my 


 Geret foul upbraided me as an abettor, if not a prin- 


<ipal in that plot—Happy in the idea of ſurpriſing 


you with its event, and far from expecting 1o extra- 
ordinary a one on the part of the Queen, I fird by 


papers Lord Burleigh gave me ere I entered her apart- 
ment. that the enthuſhaftic aſſiſtants of Mary preme- 


ditated th2 martyrdom of Elizabeth, and have reaton 


to imgine, ſhe by this time knows the man whom 
jhe was willing to level] with herfelf, has been capa=- 
ble of fo infamous a concealment, Nay, now do I 


know how far I may be included in the barbarity ? 


She may be led to believe, thehand to which ſhe pave 
her own an hour ago, was armed: with adageer, and 
ready every moment to uſe it,— My life is at ſtake, 
ard oh ! what is infinitely dearer, every virtue which 

| | once 


| 


— 
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once I hoped would long ſurvive me, cancelled by in- 
gratitude.” — The agitations of his mind almoſt de- 


prived him of his ſenſes. I threw myſelf at bis feet, 
 —* Oh ! if ever the unfortunate Matilda was dear to 


you, cried I, now ſhew it——now ſtruggle to endure = 


for her —has ſhe ever feared to do ſo for you ? It is 


in vain to hope any thing from Elizabeth, as circum- 
ſtances appear ſhe nwfſt condemn you:-—Already 
I fee you 1n the Tower—I ſee thoſe gates open to 
recelve you, that have entombed ſo many alike noble 


and innocent. If you would have the babe its mo- 


ther's anguiſh almoſt urges into a premature exift- 


_ ence—oh ! if you would have it fee the light of Hea- 
ven, plunge her no farther in deſpair. —Fly now, 
now, this very moment while we have yet the power. 


While you live your innocence may yet be vindicat- 


| £&d; and while you live I may perhaps be able to do 


10; 


_ Lord Leiceſter, ſhaking his head, gave a deep figh 


——a ſigh more ſoul-piercing than the moſt violent. 
' agitation.—* You know. not what you ſay, my love, 
returned he—even now, in all probability, my hovſe. 


is ſurrounded, and expreſſes diſpatched to cloſe every 
Port in the kingdom, - ſhould I attempt to Jeave it ; 


and hardly 1s there a ruſtic in Englaud to vhom my 


features are unknown. One expedient alone remains; 
and greatly would that ſoften thre ſiroke. You are 


._netther expoled to my danger, nor like me the mark- 


ed of every eye —flight is Rill in your power, andin 
you I ſhall fill think myſelf fafe—put yourſelf un- _ 
der the protechion*'—* Never, cried I, Rarting up 
with vehemence; I am your wite, that holy tie I 
will maintain before men and angels, aud nothing— 
nothing I in turn ſolemnly ſwear ſhall part us. T 
will with watchful duty, ſhare the priſon to which 
1 ihall always remember I have condemned you; 
and oh ! 1f your fate is accelerated by my means, be_ 


_ afſured I alike will ſhare your grave.” —One hope 


of ſafety 18 yet yours, cried Lady Arundell, How 
could it etcape you that the Receis may fill fupply a 
fad aud dear alylum till we can julge of circumitan- 
; Ne, | CES: 7 ram 
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ces **—="T he thought had indeed occurred to me, but 


I cared not to name the memorial of the preſent misfor- 
tune. I examined his eyes in filence, © My gentle 


love, my ſweet Matilda, can I reſolve to grieve thee, | 


Jighed he ipeak, would you wiſh me to conduct you 


_ thither ?” My tears'only allowed me to pronounce, 
* yes.' © Yet how, reſumed he, 1s it pothible ?— 


How can you ſupport the inevitable fatigues of the _ 
journey, with. the addition of its fears.in your pre- 


_ Jent fituation ?” © I can ſupport any thirg, every. 


ining Jobbed I inarticulately but the idea of .your 
danger.” * Yes, my love, added he, kiſſing away 
ray tears, I will, if poſſible, live to reward your un- 


exampled tendernels. Lady Arundell think tor us, 


ſuggett the mode of our departure.” * It ſhould be 


| Tadden, cried our generous friend, and how can ei-. 


ther be ſuſticiemly diſputed, or how ſhall we find 
proper attendants.” © We will have none with us, 
returned [ord Leiceſter, IT rely on your care to ſum- 
mon Le Val from Kenilworth Caſtle; he is mater of 
the ſecret of the Receſs, whither he can follow us, 
and convey with care, at different times, the trea-_ 
ſure hoarded in the Caſtle ; while with the venerable 


 fofter-father of my love, we wait your farther infor- 


mations'—* Ah, how happy was it, added I, your 
fondneſs ebliged me to ride ! now can I follow you _ 
fearleſs of any thing but Elizabeth. Supply mes 
dear Lady Arundel], with the homely garb of a ſer- 


vant ; my Lord muſt have recourſe to the diſguiſe of 
a painter, invented and worn on a happier occaſion, 


yet if even T hardly knew him in it, who clfe ſhall 
diſcover him ? Oh, hafte my darling friend ! ſecure 


us the flecteſt horſes—T ſeem every moment envirou- 


ed with the guards of Elizabeth=when ſhall we be 
any thing but a trouble to. you ??? _ 


'The 'amiable Lady Arundel provided all in the 


manner required, 'and we ſet off immediately, Ere 


ſun-ſet we reached a peafant's cot near St, Alban's 
where. my Lord infifted we might with ſafety take a 


little reſt, which 1ndecd I greatly required, . Accul- 
 tomed to pals aud repals that road for cyer, he fancied 


c ke 
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| he remembered every face he ſaw, and I too ſurely 
thought all remembered him, Our ruſtic hoſt and 
| his wife ſeemed juſt to have underſtanding enough to 
connec the idea of myſtery with us, and I roufed 
my Lord ere break of day, ſecretly reſolving no 
more to enter a houle till we reached our aſylum. 
Even the profuſe recompence my Lord beſtowed on 
| the peaſants, rather according with his ſoul than his 
appearance, excited their ſuſpicions; they preſſed us 
to ttay in a manner which pointed mine, and we de- 
parted with a 4 090/09 which I dare ſay confirm= 
ed theirs : purſuing our journey by roads little fre- 
quented, Lora Leiceſter being preteEtly acquainted 
with the ground. I went through incredible fatigues 
without complaint ; riding the whole day with no 
other refreſhment than a draught of new milk, fup- 
piicd by a gil as we palled along . nll as the fun was 
_ declining, we reached a brow which commanded St, 
Vincents Abbey. Art the well known proſpet my 
| heart dilated—my eyes wandered over the whole wiuh 
ſenſations our fir home only can excite, — Nature 
ſeemed to umge the woods With deeper verdure- the 
_ tranflucent ftirean: meandered in majeſtze filence, un» 
diſturbed by noily bargemen.—Innocence ſeemed to 
reſt under the ſhade of willows which every where 
fringed 1ts margin, and the empurpled ſun diffuſed 
the repoſe he Iremed haitening to partake= an in= 
vincible charm took poſſefiion of my heart, and even. 
the jenle of misfortune was for the moment ſuſpended. 

« Here, cried I, checking my horſe, here we ſhall 
be lafe——ah, more than fafe, here we may be hap- 
py ? Why, why cannot thoſe hours. return when 
firſt we met ? thoſe hours of undeſcribable telicity ? 

— This landſcape then bounded our wiſhes; in its 
narrow. circle 18 contained all neceflary to exiſtence, 
in ourſelves all cffential to happinels : but ſociety, 
the firſt of bleſſings, brings with it evils death only 
can cure. And the venerable Father Anthony, with 
_ What. joy-—ah ! with what forrow will he rec-ive us 
 —=forewarned even by our preience of afflition, 
he will hardly dare to widulge the repture f a mo- 


ment. 


Ay BER ETOP AAS, 


| Nay we know not who thoſe arc, and whether we 
'miglit rot throw ourtelves into the power of _ our 
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ment.” —— Every ſentiment and ſenſation mingling 


thus in my mind filled the interval ere we arrived at the _ 


1pOt, where my heart recogrized the munnteſt ohjeR, 
lighting 4t ſome diſtance, Lord Leicefler faſtened 
the hortes in an obſcure part of the wood, and we 
proceeded on foot to the hermit's cave. Evening be- 
gan now to gloom over the hemitphere =-T had be- 
tore agreed not to open wy lips, till my Iord had by 


degrees revealed himſelf to Father Anthony, whole 
_ entecbled ſenſes might not be able to refift the ſur- 


priſe ; but how did that return upon ourſelves, when _ 


a voice with which we were unacquainted replied to 
us without opening the door ! Heart-firuck, I caught 


the arm of Lord Leiceſter, who eagerly enquired at- 
er the hermit. © He has been dead theſe ten days, 
returned, the man, 1s interred among the Ecroope _ 
tamily in the vault of St, Vincent's Abbey : Iam 
placed here to protect the tew effects he leit behind, 
till his relations ſhall direct what 1s | to be done with 
them.®? * And thus vamih our hopes of falety 
peace, and plealute, fighea I, turning diſconfolately 
trom the cave.?? * Oh, ſainted Anthony, I have now 
no tears for thee, and the loſs I lately ſhould have 
{hed floods for, 1s now heard with indifference, Where, 
wretched warderers as we are, Where now can we. 


 betake ourſelves ? Had we flajd in London, friend- 
{}ip, nay iutereft, might have thelered us; here I am 


15 well known as you are there, and the poſieſſors of 


St. Vincent's Abbey will infaliby ditcover both, 


worlk cnemies,?-* Alas my love, what do you ſuis 
ſer for my fake ! it is vain to aftet ſirengih; na-. 
ture fails, and T mull reſt 1 only on the damp earth.” 


—* Gracious God ! exclaimed Lord Leaceiter, jup- 


Porting me in his arms, how have we dcelerved this 
accummulation of evils ? Let us wind through the 
En. | . % 
wood who knows, my Matilda, but providence has 
leſt the gate of the towb open to ſheler us ? Ir ig 
plain the peaſant who inhabits the cave Is not ac- 
quainted 1th the Jecrets of father Anthony, and in 


All 


| apine, 
perhaps murder, A number of ill-looking hr 
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all probability that of the Receſs died with him. Oh !/ 


Alrugele a little, but a little, my love, tomething 

bids me believe Hea: en will yet protect us.” DE 
Though faint berween want of nouriſhment and 

exceſive fatigue, I yet ſtrove to follow my Lord, but 


_ did it ſo flowly, that night entirely involved us ere 


we reached the tomb. Long cuſtom, however, ena- 
bled me to lead him aright.-* It 1s open, cried he, 


| In a tranſport of joy, come, my love, and let me afſhit 


you to enter” ——He did ſo, but hardly was I 


| within it, ere I found myſelf violently ſeiſed by fe- 
 veral perſons who, inſtantly deprived me of the 
_ Power of utterance had heaven allowed it, but ago- 


ny and horror ſo entirely overcame me, that I ſuik 


 fenſeleſs in their arms. 


T4ARLT 1: 
R O M this temporary death T was at laſt re- 


called by a found that made me with it had been in- 
deed eternal; the voice, the tremenduous voice of 


_ Wiltams. Of what horrors was my foul inſtantly 
 fuſceptible! What dread'ul images ſwam before 
__ thoſe eyes I hardly durſt open : Fearfuliy at length 
I caft them around--I ſaw I had been conveyed into 


the great room of our Receſs; ſacred once 10 piety 
and innocence, but now, alas ! the ſhelter of r 


ans 


Rood ready to fulfil the worſt commands of their fe= 


rocious conſederate, who with malignant joy contem-. 
plated two hopelels victims urpitying heaven ſeemed 


to have delivered entirely to his vengeance, 


| I gave 
myſelf up for loſt—m-y/z!/—I alike gave vp Ford | 
Leiceſter; who thus dilarmed and ſurrounded, col- 
lected his foul 10 ſilence, and reſumed the majeftic 
air whieh orce could awe even this villain to 1ub- 


_ orflination, I every where perceived a variety of in- 
{iruneuts namclels to me, which I conhdered as the 


_ LENS 
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means of torture and of death; and only ſupplicated 
the Almighty to ſpare us the firſt, ſince to avoid the 
_ latter I ſuppoſed a fruitleſs prayer. 4b” = 
| You ſee at 1aft, cried the exulting villain, for- 
tune's wheel has made its circle, and my turn is 
come, Lord Leiceſter. —How could you hope to con-. 
uer a man whoſe all was courage? Neither Sir 
Francis, nor Elizabeth herſelf, could long confine 
him who dares precipitate himſelf into the ocean in 
ſearch of freedom; nor, added he in an ironical tone, 
that I ſhall failto requite my ob ligation. ne | 
Lord Leiceſter replied but with a look; a look o 
ſuperior, contemptuous, and colleed, that it wrought 
_ the rage of Williams to a flill hicher pitch; who 
turned towards me, malignity burning in every ſcar 
of Nis horrid face, © you are welcome home, fair la- 
Gy, continued he, though your viſit is an unexpeRed 
favour, Witnout the idle train too which once atiend- 
ed this idle favourite, You ſee we have made a lit- 
_ tle free with your hallowed manſion, but the ſaints 
take all 14 good pari. Do you not enquire after your 
foſter-faher! he would tell us no tales, nor will he 
ever now tell you one,” Oh, Anthony, I ſhudder= 
ed tor thec, thou venerable, murdered friend, in fi- 
lence! © Monſter burit forth Lord Leiceſter, haſt 
thou with unexampled cruelty butchered an Ancho- 
rite?” ©* I always work ſafely, returned he; | you 
have only {aved me the trouble, for never would I 
have reſted wuli by ſome artifice I had drawn you 
_once more hither, and God, you ſee, moſt graciouſly 
has lent you.” eh ey 
Blatzheme not thy Maker, oh cruel] wretch, figh- 
ed 1ina tremulous accent; juſt, though ſevere, are 
all his orgdinations; and lo, with Jad ſubmiion I. 
lake the death appointed me even from thy hands... 
 . No, eried he, though you are not the haughty 
| beaury I adored, yet, as the wife of that imper1ous 
Lord, you become but a more pertect means of ex- 
-quifite revenge, © | 
'The nature of that revenge blazed in his eyes —my 
heart tucned to maible within me, I railed my eves 
| nn | towards 
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| towards heaven in ſpeechleſs agony, and rivetting 


them on Lord Leicefter, found life recede too faflt for 


my ear to diſtinguiſh one word of that bitter indig- 


nation which the voice it loved fo loudly uttered. 
I almoſt doubted whether my ſenſes were indeed 
returned when I found myſelf involved in imper.e- 


trable dar knes. The piercing figh of ſome ore near 
me was the only found that broke the flillneſs of 
| the nicht © If, cried T in a feeble tone, that is 
the voice to which my heart was born to vi- 


brate, oh tell me, beloved Leiceſter, whether the 
ſcene which yet ſwims before my fight was real or a 
viton 2 © Gracious heaven ! returr ed he in a voice 
yet more piercing, you breathe again, my fouPs beft 


_ treaſure! the long, Jong fainting cauſed by the 
' threats of that execrable monſter, gave me hopes you 


had fina}ly eſcaped a fate too Farid tor rePe&10Nn. 
Oh dire extreme- of defpair and miſery when I am 
condemned wo wilk you dead! and yet what elſe can 


Gdeliver you? vet think not, Matilda, I fear to tol- 


low ;=ah no! the beſt blood burning in this boſom 
ſhould Joyfully embalin yon; but the thoughts of 


all which may precece that moment, almoſt urges we 


to daſh my difira&ted brain againſt the ones on "which 
L lie, and ſhorten my own ſufferings, ſince hopelefs 
of averting yours * '* Call up your fertitude, your | 


reaſon, your relis e101, returned T in a firmer voice, 


(an emotion which united all thoſe ſentiments diffuſing 
el through my irawe) dare I accule the Almighty 
of injuſtice? Will he, who firſt gave my helpleſs 


Innocence a hallowed {helter within theſe walls, or- 


dain they ſhould prove its tomb? the ſhades of thoſe 


Who reared me will jurely rye 11 ws detence,” « A. 


las, my love, fighed he in a deſpairing voice, theſe 
viftiopary hopes may foothe the mind till that fad 
momer.t nothing can avert—have you for got that e-= 
ve In happier times you hoped nothing from the vil- 


lain? ard is this an hour to expe a change? Re- 


venge and poverty have ſeared his foul to all huma- 
rity. How, how could it ever eſcape my memor Y 
that he” was acquainted with the i IeCret ot the Recels ? 


how 
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how, under ſuch uncertainty, durſt T ever venture 


| within it? but ſhort ſighted man, folely employed in 


weaving ſnares for others, too late finds his own fect _ 
entangled, and falls an ealy prey to the ignoble. 
Not fatisfied with heading this ſet of coiners,. for 
Tuch their apparatus proved them, his daring diſpoſi- 
tion breaks forth 1n a&ts of plunder and barbarity, 
and even at this moment- he 1s ſeeking new victims, 
though pofſelling, unſought, thoſe he would out of _ 
the whole world have choſen.” © Shall we complain 
Heaven has quite avandoned us, reſumed I, when it 
| has given us but one moment to ourlelves? Oh, 
Leicefter ! you have hitherto found me a tender, anxi- 
- ous, feartul woman; but alas, I knew not till now 
the powers of my own loul.-Abhorrent of ſthame 
and diſhonour, 1t tempts me- to the moſt deſperate 
| deeds; if yours's is indeed congenial, it ſurely under- 
ſtands me; aſſume a Roman courage, and lave thy 
wite, thy ſpotleſs wite, from horrible pollution,” 
 * So much I agonize at the idea, cried Lord Leiceſ 
& er, that were theſe hands free, perhaps——" * and 
tmine too, added 1, - feeble as they are, alike are_ 
bound; yet furely deſpair will give me ſtrength to. 
| Jooſe them.” 'The violent efforts I made at laſt broke _ 


the {light thong they thought more than ſufficient to _ 


confine one in my feeble ſtate, and encouraged by 
my ſucceſs, I ſought Lord Letceiter, At the moment 

T reftored his liberty 1 halt revived, while the ſole 
uſe the tender Leiceſter could make of his arms, was _ 
* to preſs me a thouſand times to his ſwelled heart, 
which almoſt bur with lobbir.g, I firugaled a- 
gainſt all the fad tenderneſs which throbbed at mine. - 
* Oh, think no more of love, cried I with iucreaſing 
| heroidm, it has given place to death=to worſe than 
death ——rather imagine you hear this dungeon once 
more open.” -+ But can I lift that hand, which 


pledged itſelf tor protection, againſt thy life ; thy 

| Precious life 1 groaned he—can I deſace that angel 

form, which ftill 1llumes my foul through all theie 

complicated horrors? And oh, our dear unborn ! for. 

whom we glally ſuffered, can I, cau 1, defiroy it :" 
| * Think, 


THE RECE SS, &e. 13% 


* Think, think my Life, returned 1; we have per- 
haps this only moment—had theſe wretches left any 
means of death in my own hands, do you imagine 
TI would ſupplicate it from yours ? Strangle me now, - 


| while darkneſs favours. Your wife demands of you 


this final proof of love and courage ; hers will at 
leaft vie with it; no groan, no firuggle, ſhall iNue 
from a heart which then will return innocent to that 
duſt from which it $f >rung, devoted alone to the a- 
dored huſband with whoſe 1mage it 1s doubly 1r.habit- 
ld,” © Oh, matchleſs, matchleſs woman ! cried my 
Lord, floodirg my cheek with tears of generous an- 
_gviſh ; never never, can 1t be; my finews relax to 
childhood; your unhoped for fortmnude totally ſub- 
dues mine, and melts my ſoul to woman's weakneſs. 
_ Oh ! thou who gaveſt me this angel, canfſt thou 
| have abandoned her to brutality, and me to diſtrac- 
ton? - 0518 | 7 
A peal of thunder, which ſhook the ruins to their 
foundation, ſeemed to reprove his boldneſs. The 
livid lightning pervaded our dungeon through many 
a time-worn aperture, During every tremendous 
illumination I gazed awe-ftruck on the pallid face of 
my Love; ull ſuddenly glancing around, I gave a 
cry Which fſiartled even 3%} glzwing, gaſping, 
tranſported, yet fill unable to ſpeak, 1 tunk Lefore 
my Lord, and claſping both his hands, alternately 
prefſt them to my heart, and lifted them, with mine, 


towards Heaven. © What means my beloved ? ex- 


claimed he, in almoſt equal ſurpriſe ard agitavon, 
has pitying providence deprived hex of her Enſes PE: 
« Ah no, it is God himſel® who has illuminated 
them, faltercd TI at laſt; what dungeon has man yet 


| Ciſcovered the Almighty cannot pierce ; you have, per- _ 


haps, forgot my love, that you have often heard of 
one communication from the Receſs to the Abbey : 
| cloſed vp on the death of Mrs. Marlow, it was ne- 
ver opened after, nor was it known to that horrible 
villain; this diſmal den coutains it, and we tread on 
the only ſpot in the erection which could ſhelter us_ 
{rom thoſe rufflans. In the corner on the right hand, 

Es | covered 
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covered with lumber, placed along fince on purpoſe, 
You Will find -1 trap door : if you have ftreagth to 
raiſe it, ftrong faſtenings will ſecure it on the ather 
fide, at leaft till we reach the Abbey. O thou, ad-_ 
ded I, devoutly riſing my eyes, who alone couldit 
| Preſerve us, continue thoſe flaſhes, more welcome 
Wah ever yer helin Was”: 
Indelibly impreſſed with the preſent danger, it 
Was not till we had deſcende] into the vault, and 
| faſtened that bleſſed door between ourſelves and the 
banditti, that either recollefted what we might ap- 
| Prevend at the Abbey. Aſured none but an opu- 
lent owner could refide in a feat ſo ſplendid, we 
vainly racked our imagination to diſcover its preſent 
poſlefor ; yet perſuaded even our worſt enemies 
would reſcue us with pleafure from a peril ſo near- 
ly connected with themiclves, we were obliged to. 
defy every other. The houſe-keeper's room, into 
which the paſſage led, was empty, yet icattered fſur- 
niture, &c, indicated inhabitants. I hailed, with. 
_ true devotion, that power who gave me once more to 
ſee the ſoft lufire of the moon, which on the ſubſid- | 
ing of the ftorm diffuſed ſerenity. Ketaining in his 
ha'd the bar (which had been once the faſtening of the 
Abbey entrance) as the only weapon in his power, 
_ Lord Leiceiter followed my trembt!:ng Reps ; they 
<aenel intwitively to the apartment of Mrs. Marlow , 
ah that there I covld have found her ! I pauſed at 
the door of the anti-chamber, my neart fickened wih 
deſpondeney ; knowing there was an immediate ne- 
cetfity for rouſing and arming the whole family, yet 
convinced we mult at firſt alarm them as preternatu- 
ral beings, and afterwards, with the conviction our 
eſcape introduced a danger to themſelves, while ig- 
norant whom we were going to appear before, well 
might the firmeſt heart tremble. Engroſſed by theſe 
various and affeCting ideas, I hardly heard a found, 
which made Lord Leiceſter ſtart forward with an ea- 
 gernels that might eaſily have deprived me of the 
little ftrength Heaven had left me. The anti-cham- 
ber. into which I immediately followed him was 
Tg dark 
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_ dark, but in the room beyond I perceived a light, | 
and heard the voice of a woman apparently my 


rating. Scarcely had T diſtinguiſhed in that of the 
man who anſwered her, the dreaded Wilhams, ere I 
law Tord Leiceſter fart 'forward, levelling the bar 
with fo deſperate a boldneſs, that the fall of the vil- 
vain aſcertained our ſafety. Inſtantly ſratching a_ 
Enife from the wretch's hand, he pointed it at his bo« 
ſom, but perceived a performation in the brain which 
made his puniſhment terrible as the.guilt, and his 
death immediate. © Execrable morſter, cried my_ 
Lord, dropping the knife, by unlooked-for mears. 
Heaven at laſt has finiſhed thee,” Gractous God, 
cried the lady, do/T hear the voice of Lord Leiceſ- 
_ ter !—Amazed at this diſcovery, and the preceding 
_ event, hardly could my trembling lmbs convey me | 
into the chamber. ©* Approach my dear Matilda 
cried my Lord, never more ſhall this wretch appal 
thee. Eternal juſtice is ſatisfied with one blow, nor _ 
need T turn afſaffin even to him, Happy at the fame. 
moment in ſaving this lady, endeavour to intereſt 
her for thoſe ant ang in which the already ſeems 
interwoven.” —-"* Can Lord T.cicater have any mig» 
| fortune in which I am not interwoven ? cried ihe Jady, 
| to have ſaved my life from his hands alone could 
_ TeEconcile me to. it.” Had I not known the ſpeaker 
by her voice to be the fair Roſe Cecil, ſuch language 
_ muſt have aſcertained it; yet to find ourſelves un-_ 
der the roof of our moſt mortal enemy, was a cruel 
Rroke.?” Ts it poſſible we ſhould be in the houſe 
of Lord Burleigh, cried Lord Leiceſter, difdainful- 
Jy ?” She fighing, replied, © he fortunately is ab- _ 
tent, nor can you ever be unſafe in any houſe where 
I am miſtreſs.” © You know not to whom you. 
ſpeak, cried T, in turn; alas, Miſs Cecil, do you 
ſtill remember the friendſhip you have fo often pro- 
fefſed for the unforturate Matilda ? Ever has ſhe la- 
mented the ſad neceflity . of veiling her fate fiom a_ 
heart ſo noble; accept then, at this unexpected mo- 
ment, that confidence I always longed to place in 
you, and tell me Whether you ftill can reſulve to 
love her who was the wife of Lord Leicefter, lorg 
ere 
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ere ſhe ſaw you ? her, who at this moment, renders 
 hima fugitive. in his own country.,® Her difſtreſfsful 
eyes wandered from him to me for. ſome moments in. 


"lene, then' taking a hand of each, the firſt. kifled, 


_ and afterwards uniting them, ſaid with Spartan firm-_ 
nels, * my friend !” but turning inſtantly from him. 
to hide her glowing cheeks and impaſſioned tears in 
my boſom, ſobbed out, © ry deliverer !' Her beauty 
| (which was rendered more obvious by her diforder- 
ed appearance, the ruftan having compelled her ta 

riſe and half dreſs herſelf) her innocence and her ve- 
_nerafity appeared at laſt a little to affet Lord Lei- 
celter, who had hitherto ſhewn an indifference al-_ 
moſt amounting to_ diſguſt. © It remains with you. 
| Madam, returned he in a fofter voice, now to be bes 
come mine. Miſs Cecil no longer ſees the worſhip- 
_ ped favourite of an imperious Queen. United-alike 

bs choice and law to' the dear companion of my 
Cangers, a chain of occurrences redices us toeſcape 
by unknown means from England; and with theut« 
_ moſt diſpateh. Neverthelefs, Nooſe even Elizabeth's 
| rage might have ſpared, were only an hour ago de- 
- voted by. that lifeleſs villain, Eſcaped this moment 
| almoſt from a den of flaughter, hardly can we well 
t0)] whether the Ronen, of whom this was the ring= 
cater, are not now ſurrounding us, Summon all 
your courage. and your domeſtics, and while provid- 
ing for your own ſafety, I need not ſolicit you to 
remember outrs.* When I forget it, may I be 
condemned to ſee you periſh !” erica ſhe, Lhen 
turning to me, with that innocent candour which emi= | 
nently diftinguiſhed her, ſought a pardon 1n my eyes, 
_ Collecting all her thoughts, ſhe continued, in a few | 
moments—* aſtoniſhed: as I muſt be, both at your. 
_ circumſtances and your viſit, my noble friends. cu- 
riofity yields to friendſhip. Wuth the morning I ex- 


p pe my father, nor is there any fafety for you but © 


1mmediate flight : nevercheleſs, this danger with 
\ Which you ſay we are enyironed muft be the firſt 
conſideration.”* I then explained to her the ſecret of 
the Receſs; the dirctul miſtake which had thrown 
pe 
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us into the power of its preſent diabolical tenants, 
and the deſperation which the diſcovery of our ef-. 
cape, and the means by which it was affected muſt 
_ Inevitably cauſe : except indeed the loſs of Williams 
| ſhould abate their ferofity While I talked, I fre- 
quently perceived her mind wandered on another 
bs/4p She ſurveyed the diſguiſed perſons, and 
a 
0 : by fits ſhe ſhook with horror at the ſtory T. 
was relating and by ftarts the f rgot I had been 
ſpeaking, and obliged me "to go back 1n my tale. 
Employed chiefly in concerting the means of ſecur- 
ing our ſafety, her own ſeemee hardly a conſicera- 
tion. Such is the nature of love 1n_ the mind ct a 
virtuous woman. © I ſee, ſaid ſhe, (when I had. 
finiſhed) the receflity for fome body appearing, to 


e faces of both my Lord and me, a thouſand times 


account to my ſervants for the diſcovery of the vil- 


lains, I ſee too, that Lord Leiceſter canvot be the 
| parton. as who can fail to know him ?* "The in» 
ference thus tenderly conveyed was obvious ; one 


_ muſt be ſeen, but IT could not refolve to be that ore 


without a diſmay which furpaſſed complaint © Yes 
| my dear Matilda, added the, we muſt part with him 
for a little time ; but you will rejoin him for life | 
By the ordivation of providence, as I cculd almoſt 
ſuppole, the fon of my nurſe is now in the houſe, a 
young man over whom that circumſtance gives me a 
_ powerſul influence: againſt the choice of his friends 
he embraced a fea faring life, till he acquired 
money enouzh to purchaſe a ſmall veſſel, with 
which he trades between the coaſt of Devonſhire and 
_ that of France: but diſguitcd at the profeſſion he 
chole, it was only yeſlerdav he arrived here to foli- 


cit my intereſt with my father to premote him in a 


civil lite. Say not then Heaven frowns on your 
flight, fince it plaivly points out a ſecure mode of ef- 


cape, I cannot but diicern every avenue to Holland _ 


muſt be effeftually clofed, but who could think of 
tracing you to the difant and obſcure coaſt of De- 
vonſhire ? It is true the journey 25 1zng, but to com- 
penfate for that, you mult recolleCt it -13 fafe. The 

| ,” __ travels 
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_ travels of Arthur have been confined to the road by 
which he conducts you, and his connc&tions are 
doubtleſs among people who will farniſh you with 
every common comfort, without having curiofity, or 
underſtanding, to penetrate through the m yſtery of 
your rank, TI Tee tz what your expreſſive eyes, my 
dear Matilda, would point out=the impoſſibility of 
long concealing the ſhare T have had in your fate, 
| fince how elfe can your miraculous appearance here, 
or the terrible death of my madnight viſitor be ac- 
_ counted for ? but what of that ? ſhe generouſly ad- 
ded, after a moment's pauſe, much ought to be ven- 
tured when our all 1s at flake.” - © TI have expected 
every moment, ſaid my Lord, fome dreadful interrup= 
tion from the reſt of theſe wretches.” *©* No, re-. 
turned Mifs Cecil, T have every reaſon to imagine he_ 
was alone 1n this enterprize ; when firſt, by his en- 
trauce, I ftarted from the flumber into which I was 
falling, I began colleEting my purſe, and every or» - 
nament near me : he rejected them all, and compel- 
' ling me to riſe, commanded me with terrible wapre- 
cations tv conduct him to the private cabinet, where _ 
my father concealed his ſtate papers : hoping, doubt- 
leſs, by poſſeiling them to obtain many ſecrets, 
which might enſure his own pardon, for that muſt 
have been his ultimate object. I knew too well the 
character of my father, not to debate whether I ſhould 
not rather give up my hte than a truſt ſo precious, 
when the terrible intervention of Lord Leiceſter re- 
leaſed me from the conflict. Yet I apree with you, 
a moment ought not to be loſt; and firft let me lock. 
up the room which cogtains ſo thocking a teftimony, 
that more than one man has intruded there at mid-. 
nizht.” Conſciovs of her own merit, ſhe encounter- 
ed even the eye of Lord Leiceiler without tremor, 
who could not but-adinire in her at that moment all 
| the magranimity and forefipht which ennobles man, 
with every fofter grace which half deifies a woman. 
For my own part I claſped her to my boſom, de- 
claring I could never love her more than I dil long 
ere this proof of her merit, © 'Llus 1s the only to- 


pic 
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Pic dangerous to either, returned ſhe, a tear beauti- 
fying her ſmile, we will all love one another as well 
as we can. Put now, my Lord, attend to the next - 
Rep, 1 you dare rely on my direCtion ; we will con- 
_ duet you to the door leading to the garden ; make 
your way over the wall on the fide fartheſt from the 
_ wood; a mile beyond there is a bridge; wait near 
nt in ſilence ; Arthur ſhall firſt hire a horſe for you, 
and then ſet out on another, to convey this lady, 
as if tv her home, or ſome adjacent village; the con- 
fuſion attending the diſcovery of the vaulted paſſage 
_ will render the family. moſt probably, inattenuve to 
| her preſence or departure, and ere they can be enough 
_ at leiſure to diſcover Williams, or form ary dange- 
To's conjeRture, you will both be, I hope, beyond 
the reach of diſcovery or purſuit. But oh, my 
 Tord! if you would have either of the trembling 
 Wretches now before you ſurvive this night of hor- 
'rors, uſe the ſtricteſt caution in ſeeking your ap- 
pointed ſhelter, nor leave it till you hear the voice of 
Matilda. : Md hk: hos : __ 
Lord Leicefter promiſed; and conducting him 
foftly through the houſe, we reached the door leading 
to thegarden. All the horrors of the paſt were ſhort 
_ of what I felt at that moment. After the dangers I 


had ſhared and eſcaped with my Lord, to ſee him_ "< 


depart was to quit my guardian angel, or to deprive 
him of his ; yet convinced Viſs Cecil was aCtuated by 
the ſame fearful affettion, I yielded myſelf up to the 
 Gefſperate emergency ard acquieſced. 'The cloſing 
| of the door after him ſevered the hearts of both ; it 


was then only we knew the ſupport we had derived _ 7 


from his preſence ; wan, ſpeechleſs, helplels, we 
___ Gurft hardly turn ovr eyes on any. object but each 
- Other, nor utter a ſigh but it ſwelled 1to a groan; 
.and the ghaſtly body of Williams ſeemed for ever to 

iwpede our footiteps, floating the path with blood. 
3v/{1is Cecil took the only poikble method to divert 
- our terrors, and ſoon rouſing a ſew terrified Comeſlics, 
- commanded them to ſummon all the family : 2 com + 

mand which needed no rc ©. tivn. A few minutes 

”._ eathered 
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gathered together eighteen or twenty men, ſufficient= 


= > > Bs ro, pwn _—— 


ly armed to ſecure us from any perſonal danger. I 
condCted the whole aſtoniſhed body to the private 


door, through which I had entered; I deſcribed the 


place to which it led, and, touching ſlightly on my 


own danyer and eſcape, recommended to them that 


profon:d filence the villains had preſerved towards 
us with fatal fuccels. During this time, Viiſs Cecil 
ſclefted the man ſhe mentioned to us, and retiring 


_ Into the next room gave him. her orders unobſerved ; 
 fo'entirely d1d both my appearance and firange ſtory 


engrols the at*ention of every individual belonging 
to the family, Maiſs Cecil rejoining us, ordered them 


to divide, and while halt remained to guard the houſe, 
the reſt thould deſcend, and pafling into the dungeon 
from whence I care, wait the return of the banditti, 


and ſeize them one by one as they entered. This 


concluſion of the adventure greatly damped the ar- 
dour of the group, but aſhamed to recede from a 
place, thzough which I had apparently eſcaped alone, 


they departed in fo numerous a body as might almoſt 


fill the den in which I was lately erclofed, the. 
few who remained hovering near the entrance, ſolely 


intent on the event of the enterprize. Arthur, in _ 
the interim, having the full command of the ſtables, 
made ready two horles in the maaner already menu-_ 


tioned, aid Wiſs Cecil, wah her uſual torefipht, 
overwhelmed me with refrethments, which a little. 
_ invigorate4 my exhauſted frame 2 nor did ſhe forget 
to provide Arthur with 1.ch as might recruit my 


Lor!; feleRing from her warrobe, linen, and every. 


_mecelfary the time and occaſion admitted, Impatient» 
ly I expected the fummons to depart, which was 


rx nanny by a mefſage from the Recefs, that all was 


hitherto entirely ſilent, aud the dovr faltened as when 


we left it, a circumſtance which appalled my inmoſt_. 
foul, as it ſeemed to leave us flill in the raach of the 
mercileſs bandit. With mingled tears-of grief and 

hope, I embraced that generous frierd I never more 
might fee, and quitting the once hoſpitable manſion, 


which ſeemed of all the uilverle the only home my 


heart 
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heart acknowledge, I ſeated myſelf behind 2 guide, 
whoſe ſun burnt features ſoftened into a compaſſion 
few indeed could at that moment have denied me 
The moon ſhone forth with reſplendent luſtre, and 
our road being in a contrary direQion to that which 
before enſnared us, I recommended myfelf to Hea- 
ven, and anxiouſly expeted the meeting with m 
Lord. We had not proceeded far when that dear 

 protetor (who had in fearful affetion for me defied 
his own danger, and returaed almot to the Abbey) 
ſtarted from under a clump of trees, and with a 
voice that diſſipated terror, welcomed my return to 
freedom, and ſprung upor{ the horſe our guide be- 


fore led forhim. Such is the effeQ of an evil eſcaped, 


thatl almoſt forgot my excetlive fatigue, and could 
have fancied myſelf fafe, GR a 
Recent circumſtances at 6rſt occupied my thoughts, 
and during the intervals of filence, the addition ofa 
 ftranger muſt naturally impoſe, my imagination once 


more returned to the dungeon : it pictured the fear 


and horror the wretches themſelves muſt in turn feel, 
when unknown hands condemned them toa fatelike. 
that they had allotted to us. Again I wandered tg 
the Court; I ſeemed to fee Elizabeth burning with 
unboſomed rage, while the helpleſs noble Ellinor 
became as its immediate, its only object. I greatly 
relied on the watchful friendihip of all the Sydaeys, 
| but hardly could ] hope even they could refcue her. 
from the Queen. I knew the letter Lord Leiceſter 
| had ordeied to be delivered to Eiizabeth two hours 
after our departure, with the confirmation that muſt 
_ give it, would infallibly explain to her the ſecret of 
 oGr marriage ;z which of itfelf confuted the tale he _ 
| had advanced concerning our birth, nor could T 
doubt but every artifice would be praiſed to unfold 
the whole inyſtery ; and, alas ! ungenerous minds too 
_ ofjen faſten on the victim cruel fortune puts moſt 
| Into their power. _ | 


7 


Yet in the haſte and confuſion attending our flight 
we had found it impollible to unite my ſiſter in jc + 


' neither at that unhappy junAure could lhe be founs, 
G and 
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and all the care we could ſhew for her ſafet y was tO 


recommend her in the moſt ſtrenuous manner to 
_ thoſe few friends we expetted the diſcovery would 
leave us. While Ellinor had the reſolution to retain 
| her own ſecret, we knew the power of the Queen 
Could not reach her, and the ſtrength and foreſight 
ſhe had at many times ſhewn, perſuaded me ſhe was 
Equal even to this hardeſt of trials, Yet could I 
think of the inſolent interrogatories, and contumely 


ſhe muſt inevitably encounter, without a bleeding 


| heart? to be the gaze of every eye—the objeQ of 
_ £very tongue—oh. greatly did ſhe need the conſciouſ- 

neſs of innocence, the pride of royalty, to ſuſtain 
CT oo DL OO PO 

Tr had ever been our plan, if fortunate enough to 


eſcape ſafely into France, to remain till in diſguiſe 


?*till couriers from England could convince us how 
far the plot of Babington, and particularly Lord Lei- 
_ceſter*'s knowledge of it, had tranſpired, If it ap- 
| peared his ſhare in that ſcheme was undiſcovered, 
_ wy Lord might with ſafety avow himſelf ; as mar- 
Tying privately was a crime only in the eye of Eli= 
 zabeth, And knowing too well her favourites ought 
_ ever to conſider their influence as precatious, Lord 
| Leiceſter had ſcattered large fums in the hands of 


different merchants in various” kingdoms, as a re- 


ſource, he now found his only one 3 nor was It Infuf= 
ficient. If, on the contrary, we learnt that Eliza- 


beth had dived into that dangerous myſtery he was 


cenſurable only for concealing, by the charge of 


treaſon, ſhe could perhaps affe& bis ſafety in France, 


ray almoſt in Europe, and to preſerve his lite ſome 
diſguile muſt till be maintained while her's laſted. 


'l hough ſeparated in infancy from every one allie( 


to me, nothing could ever detach my heart from fa-. 
 mily. claims z not daring t9 louk tz9wards MY Moe 
ther, 1 had always paſlionately Gefired to ſee the. 


ſole ſurviving fiiter: of my father, Margaret L:dy 


| Mortimer, Educated with the late. Queen in the 


Catholic perſuaſion, ſhe had married a general, and 


With him Kelu many dillinguitied places under Phi- 


. bp 
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lip and Mary. The revolution both in politics and 
religion cauſed by the acceſſion of Elizabeth, was 
 fatalalike to her honors and her pleaſures, General 
| Lord Mortimer followed the widowed King to Spain, 

- and raiſed on his favour a fortune that gave him pow- 
| er to fix his own fate, when death ſuddenly decided 
it. His relict retited to Rouen in Normandy, 
where his ſiſter was then Abbeſs, leaving her younger 
ſon in the ſervice of Philip, and her elder in the ar- 
my of Francis [II. Naturally of an aQtive temper, 
| ſhe could not reſolve to give up the world, though _ 
| aitached to it only by diſguits, .and laviſhed a large 
- portion of the immenſe fortune her mother and huſ- 
| band had united to bequeath her, in cheriſhing every 


exiled enzmy of Elizabeth. Elated with the vain 


hope of one day ſeeing her ill-fated brother throned 
in conjunCQion with the Queen of Scots, ſhe entered 
Intoall his meaſures while that union was in agita- 


tion ; and emerging once more from her convent, 


| Journeyed to Rome, where ſhe ſpared neither pains 
' nor money to win friends who might authorize and 
ratify it, She was among the few who knew the 
marriage ſecretly took place z ſhe even knew it was 
likely to produce heirs of royalty and misfortune ; 


__ when the diſcovery, trial, and execution, of the 


Duke of Norfolk, entirely cruſhed her. laſt fond 
projet. From that moment ſhe had remained un- 
_ informed of the fecret foul of Mary, and the fate of 
her unhappy offspring. The avowed diſguſt ſhe had 

| ſhewn towards Elizabeth, made it dang-rous for her 
to return to her own country, and haidly in it could 
ſhe have arrived at ſuch important intelligence, when 
_ once the clue was loſt, Aſpiring, rich, and reſtle(s, 
ſhe ſtill aifefted to appear the patroneſs of all op- 
prefled Engiiſthmen ; and if I found it prudent to 
avow inyteit, I might fately rely one welcome from 
her who would kad with joy every \hope fo long 
extinct renovated 1n me, Our preſent Jyurney con- 
- ducted us to a coaſt almoit oppoſite to that of Nor- 
mandy. 1 fancied a pleafure in having I in my 
power tO Claim ker care in the approaching melan=_ 
: G3 Choly 
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Y choly criſis, and was not without hopes Lord Leiceſ- 
ter might ſafely appear in his own perſon, when - 
_ ence my fiſter had efcaped to rejoin us. 


Theſe various refleQions fully occupied my mind. 


_ *till the dawn of day, when our guide aſſured us we 


might ſafely reſt in the hamlet to which we were . 
near, Convinced by Miſs Cecil's confidence in him 


he might fully be cruſted, T entered with weary limbs 
a Cottuge from whence its Jaborious inhabitants were 
Juft iſſuing to work, "They uſed their utmoſt dili- 


gence to procure us a homely meal, and weretired 
almoſt ſtupified with intenſe fatigue to a bed which 
had only cleanlineſs to recommend it. Here both 
funk into a repoſe ſo profound, that the day was 


cloſing when we aroſe, Our watchful guide af- 


ſured us we muſt haſten over the dinner which had 


 lerg waited for us, as we had many miles to journey 
_ ereewe could find a fafe reſting place. Earneitly did 
I with to remain with our preſent hoſts *till the next 
Morning, but ſubmitting to neceſlity, remounted in 
| flence. Arthur well juſtified the confidence of his 


Lady, having ſelefted horſes that never flagged 
through the whole journey, and always guarding 
epniad diſcovery by conducting us through roads 
very little frequented 3 among which he found ham- 
ſets whoſe inhabitants were gratifed in merely ſee- 


ing him, and who only attended to his companions 


;e hope «f obliging him. I was aſtoniſhed at. 


in 
obſerving how little curiofity we excited, forgetful 


that the mind is worn duwn with the body z and that. 
a commen labourer rarely conſiders any thing be- 
yend thote common Ccomtur.s inceſſant labour alone 
Can procure lim, Ee ets WW EG 

[nſenſible to the beanties of the country thro* 


which we paticd, 1 was for ever employed in look=" 
_ 10g for the tea, and whenat lati I diſcovered 1t, {trove 
to extena my ſight beyond, ana dwell on that thore 
where ] alove could thirk Lord Leiceler ſafe, The. 
 rrearer we crew tywards the Coa'', the ſtronger iny 


fears beeat.e, It wasinhabited chiedly by wen har , 
by v3ture, aid adpeiate by proteihun z accumfiom _ 


> 
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ed t6 murder as well as plunder thoſe wrecked on ti2 
ſhore, they fſternly examined and defied every paſſen \ 
ger. I could hardly perſuatle myſelf. ſome of theſe 
were not firagglers from the banditti of Williams, 
_ and bleſſed Heaven as though all peril had been paſt, 
- when we arrived at the homely dwelling of Arthur. 
| It food ona lonely part of the ſhore, where lofty. 
_ clifts ſhooting far into the ſea, gave ſafety in the I1t- 
tle bay to a few fiſlhing-hoats and ſmall veſſels. At 


how do our awakened” paſſions entirely curb every 


prejudice ! Of late thoſe livid lightnings, at which 


My nature ever before ſhrunk, appeared but the qui- 


vering lamp of love. Now I ſaw and heard undaunt- 


ed the encircling fea (onc2 the happy boundary of 
human purſuits) whoſe reſtieſs waves roar a proud. 
defiance to all who dare approich it 3; and my lvle 
fear ſprung from learning that the wind was entirely 
contrary, and the watry Chaſm yet tmpatiahle. TN 
Too late we lamented departing unattended Un- 
able in this ſequeſtered ſpot to diſcover any part of 
what paſled in the Court fince our flight, and unwil-. 


_ ling to truſt, as well as unable toſpare our guide, or 


his friends to make an enquiry at the next (OWN, TWO 
moſt tedious days elapſed in melancholy and conj:c- 


ture, Arthur, not being able to #0 out tn hizown 


veſſel, without ſuſpicions and examinations we dutit 


 notencounter, hired a large fiſhing ſmack, in which _ 


he ſtored the few neceſliries our limited ſituation als 
lowed us to provide, and 1 watched without cealing 


. theplaying of its. ſtreamers. On the evening of the 
_ third day, { perceived them ſuddenly point towards 
France z reſt having recruited my ſtrength and ſpi- 
it, I ſtartedupin a tranſport of joy. 'Vhe few ma- 


riners being gathered at lalttogether, I ſtept with a 
itghtened heart into a miſerable boat, which bore us 
{wiftly towards that deſtined to convey us over, when 
two itrangers riding full ſpeed to the thore, called to 


us to put back with the moſt frantic eagerneſs. I 


took the alarm, and offered the mariners imaginary 

worlds to row on, when Arthur inſiſting he knew the 

voice, and diſregarding all I could urge, turned the *' 
9 oo £2 boat 
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boat. ] threw my armsround my Lord;-as though my 
heart would have opened to hide him ; and regardleſs 


of his remonſtrances, that we could b in no danger 


from only two people, however hoſtile their intention, 
my ſenſesdied away, Recovering at laſt, I found my- 
_ Jelf in the cabin of the veſſel, reclining on the bo- 
ſom of Lord Leiceſter, while a youth who knelt at 
my ſcet, preſt my hands alternately to his lipg—— 
** Look up, my beloved, cried my Lord, and fee, 
whom fortune has united in our exile,” * Ah, ra- 
ther do not Jlook up, lovely Matilda, cried Miſs Ce- 
_ ci! (for it was that ſweet girl indeed in the habit of 
a boy) till you have conſidered what reception you 
_ ought to give the ſelfiih friend who-has dared inter- 
weave her fate with yours, Yet hear, before you 
edge me, added. ſhe, riſing with a mild majeſty, 
which gave unſpeakable graces to the bluſhes that 
__ every moment viſited ard retired from her cheeks, 
1 am going to lay my whole heart befo:te you bouth, 
tt 1s in vain to attempt veiling a weakneſs from lord 
_ Leiceſter, fo many circumſlances have concurred to 
tz-tray z it remains with me then to enobleit. The 
_ diſcovery of your marriage, m:y amiable triends, 
Gguenched the Jaſt feeble hope which lingered in my 
heart. Convinced my partiality could rever becon:e 
_ this happineſs, linſtantly refolved it ſhould become. 
his pride. Self love expired before the elevated idea, 
— Ah, what but this could have enabled me to lead him 


\ Into the garden at midnight, and take a look then 


thought a laſt one, without dropping a vingle tear? 
I ſaw ina moment all the merit, the charms of her 
character whom he had choſen. tlould ] hate her 
then for being all I would have endeavoured to be ? 
| for accepting that diſtinEtion {yd not depending. 
on youth, beauty, merit, or fortune) is the Ggearett 

bounty of indulgent Heaven? Ah, no, my heart 
vias Juſter, and welcomed _ her as one born to divide 
it with Lord Leiceſter, Solely intent on the proſpe- 
20us flight of both, I almoſt forgot the ſervants 

planted in the Receſs, and all the monſters that in- 
tefled it, I fancied to myſelf thoſe hours, when all 
| ; your 
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| your dangers paſt, you would ſometimes think of 
| her who could only think of you. I heard both 
 figh, and wiſhing but to be enough remembered to 


ſofren without wounding either heart, I hghed my- 
ſelf: and flarted from theſe pleaſant reveries at the | 


voice of our Steward, who ruſhing abruptly into the. 


| room, diſmayed my every ſenſe with his recital, 


* Rejoice, Madam, rejoice, cried the man with h9- 
neſt zeal, and think this ſtranger born for your ſer- 


vice, Never can we enough adore the aſtoniſhing in-_ 


terpoſition of Heaven ! It is not long ſince, when 
tired with watching in the dungeon, a variety of vol- 
_ ces ſtruck our ears, which ſoon approaching us, every 


man ſummoned all his courage z ſhortly the door. 


wasunbolted, and a ruffian darted in, whoſe daiing 
look was changed into an icy paleneſs (which lights 
| from behind refleted) when he found each arm ſeize 


Ed by one of our peop'e, while a third held a piſtol 
to his head, Uttering a faint imprecation, he alarm- 


ed the reſt, and both ſides immediately fired, We 


then puſhed forward, without any regard for thoſe | 
 Whofell; and purſuing the reſt through the various 
avenues of the den, ſecured them all, as we have 


reaſon to imagine, aſtoniſhment half depriving then 


_ of the power of reſiſtance. In the largeſt apartment 


of this ſtrange place, we found (gueſs, Madam, how, 


we were amazed) our Lord, with an unknown lady, . 


and three of our fellow ſervants, who were newly 


brought in by the ruffians, and bound 3 nor do I. 
doubt but a dreadful death was deſigned them, but 
for this wonderful event,” Alienated as my affeQi- 


ons muſt long have been from my father, continued 


_ Miſs Cecil, turning the diſcourſe to herſelf, I conld 
not hear of ſo wonderful an eſcape, without feeling 


the moſt lively facisfation.. "Tt was damped, however, 


by wg the body of Williams. I faw too. 
nuſt now account for it to one inveſted 
with authority to enquire, and reſolution to convict 


plainly, I my 


me. Loſt in a variety of plans, my father had been 
{ome minutes in the houte, ere | ſtirred from my own 
anti-Chamber, where the approach of Lord Burleigh 
| oft ck | 


” Aa eatirely. 
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_ Entirely confined me, Faint and filent 1 aroſe, and 

hending before him, wept forth my duty avl'my joy. 
 *© 1 know all you would ſay, my child, cried he ea- 
 gerly, and how this horrible place was diſcovered z 

| Þut whereis Lord Leiceſter and his Lady ?” Struck 


dumb with a queſtion, as clear and decilive as if he. 
Had been a fharer in the tranſaQtion of the nitht, my 
eyes were fixed upon him in terror and ſtupefation: 


when my brother, impatient to diſcover both, made 
his way at once into my chan ber 2 whither the lovd 


exclamation he gave colleed all preſent, nor cou!d | 
my fa her refiſt haſtening, as faſt as his infirmities 


permitted z hoping, as ? had reaſon to imagine, he 
there thouid find that enemy, who more engrofſed his 

thoughts than the prefſeriation cf his own life, or 
nine, How were all amazed when the lifclefs Wile 


 thams, alone appeared ? Some examined his pockets, 
while others tearched the chamber, My father ſpoke | 
not for ſometime, when fixing an eye on me falihuod | 


never durſt encounter, he pointed ironically to the 


- bedy : Tru kiited him, doubilcls, ſaid he, and re- 


iapſed again into bis meditation. After a time, ſome 
faint remembrance glanced acroſs his mind, He 
crew near, and examining the dead man's features, 
feeied to recolleft, and recclleting to cread him 3 
_ tor at once he fhrunk into himſelf, and repeated in 
| a low voice, © 7hat villain !*” Not having, however, 
any clue to his thoughts, though he had to mine, 


there refled my idea of the matter. I collected all 


my courage, and framing the moſt plauſible tale the 
_ preſent ſicuation allowed, reſolved to abide by it, 
whatever the event, My father likewiſe ſettled bis 
plan of proceeding, and far from regulating the ſer- 
_ vants, whoſe every motion fear made wild and eccen> 
tric, turned his attention ſojely on me, Riling at 
Taft with a ſtern air, © Roſe, ſaid he, tollow me.? 


1 had of late been but too much accuſtomed to th:t' 
harſh voice, and obeyed in ſilence. Seating himſelf 


- 3n an adjacent apartment, he demanded an exact re- 
cital of all the horrors of the night, I commenced 


with the being rouſed by Willams, I related his 


defign 


: 
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deſign, and the threats which almoſt brought my life 
to the point of a moment, when ſubſtituring Arthur 
for Lord Leiceſter, I affirmed it was his providential _ 
arrival, guided by an unknown Jady,- and the deſpe= 

rate courage ſupplied by the emergency, which re\- 
'cued me from the knife of that inveterate villain, 
He interrupted me, | eagerly enquiring for the lady. 
On my affuring him ſhe was gone, <<< think well, 
cried he, in a terrible voice, think well, raſh, roman» 
tic girl, ere you venture again to anſwer me, I know 
the cauſe of Leiceſter's flight, I know too its come 


 panion; I know that he eſcaped a few hours before 


from the dungeon in which I was found ; I know, 
if ſo, who muſt be his confederate. Stain to the name 
of Cecil, degenerate wretch, not content with the 
blind credulicy of youth, to emboſom, reſcue, and 
abet a traitor, wilt thou conceal his wzf- 2? Tremble 
at the vengeance of thy ſovereign—tremble alike at 
that of thy father.” Convinced(by whatever wonderfnl 
means he was 5 fully informed) that I could not 
hop? to delude him, I ftarted up, my complexion 


_ changing every moment. TJ indeed hnd myfelf, my 


Lord, cried I, unequal to a falhood, but you will 
find me equal to the moſt deſperate truth. It was 
Lord Leiceſter, I own, whom Heaven itſelf broyghe 
to my relief, and ihall I deliver him up to death who 
ſaved me from it? Ohnever, never! thelcered in a 
| ſpot leſs liable to ſuſpicion than that from which 
they lately eſcaped, he with his choſen happy bride 
can fafely wait till the violence of the Queen gives 
place to juſtice, Tortures ſhould wring no more 
from me, and whatever my fate it will always a4:nic 
of one ſweet conſolation, in the remembrance that 
Heaven allowed me to recompence a henefit at the 
moment of receiving it, Why ſhould 1 repeat, 
fighed our fair narrator, all the rage, tears, and al- 
tercation, that for a few days made life a-corment to 
me? Totaly contincd ro my appartment, and treated 
like a criminal, It was'even hinted my continued 
__ abilinacy would provoke my father into makies thar 
hortible den, the Receſs, oy priſon, Ia ove inltance 


3 aloae 


— 4.4 
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aloe was T fortunate : my myſterious ſpeech im- 


preifed on my father's mind, an opinion, he had pre- 


viouſly adopted, that Lord Leiceſter, with his Lady, 
wuſt be ſecreted in or near Kenilworth Caſlle, 


whither his moſt truſted ſpies immediately relorted, 


and amuſed him with various ſuppoſitions diſpatched 


daily from , thence. Opprefſed with unkindneſs and 


jeverity, often did my weak, my weavering heart 


prompt me to follow, and if pcfiible overtake you z 

 Þut the inſtant recolletion of the obvious track ſuch 
a reſh flight muit open to your inveterate purſuers, 
_elways ſubdued ſo urnjuſtifiable a wiſh. My father 


at once changed his meaſures, and releaſing, carried. 


_ me with him to every ſuſpected place in the neigh= 

bourhood ; hoping from the alteration of my features 
he ſhould diſcover that which contained Lord Lei- 
_ceſter, By a fatality wiich completed my mit- 


fertunes, in one of thefe tours we encountered Irton, 


_ that lover who loſt me both the Queen's and my 


father's favory encouraged by Lord Burleigh, once 
more he returned with us, Incapable of love, but 


infatuated with politicks, his ardent defire of holding 
_ a rank in his favourite line through my 1ceans revived, 
Regardleſs of my tears, coldnefs and diſdain, he had 
_ always looked up to my father as the decider of his 


fate, and flil} continued to do ſo. I had the miſery 
of learning a bargain was made, of which I muit be 
the unconlenting pledge, and that almoſt immediately. 
I knew my father's inexorable nature z I knew likes 
wiſe that of Irton 5 and had reaſon to dread the next 


tht of rage might confign me to legal infamy, unl-cts 


by a deſperation on my own part, I prevented this 
in theirs, Wonder not that at laſt] yielded to think 
ofa meaſure fo long combated, 1 ſeleQed a ſervant 
in whom I had coifidence, who procured me (his 
<Giſguiſe, and offered to proteQ me. I bleft that faith 


1 could never hope ſufficienily to reward z and winged 


alike with hope and fear, purſucd your route with 


 Indefatigable diligence z leaviog aletter which {poke 


of London as my alſylum, _ | | 
 T'vo this generous recital, my Lord, and (elf, re- 
| plied 
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| plied with reiterated aſſurances] of friendſhip and 


| proteQtion, as well as the higheſt encomiums on her, 


courage and conduct. Shortly after my Lord quit- 
ted the cabin. © Yau who have long been the con- 
fidante, the ſole confidante of my weakneſs, reſum- 
ed Miſs Cecil in a tender tone, while her doubtful 
eye ſeemed to ſearch my very ſoul, will be leſs ſur- 
\ prized at its effeQt than its confeſſion, Yet even 
that, ſtrange as it may ſeem, ſprung from prudence. 
| I] had well conſidered, my dear Matilda, every part 
of my pait and future condut, I too plainly felt, 
while I imagined my Lord a ſtranger to the impulſes 
of my heart, it might fill adhere to him with a dan- 
gerous tenderneſs, By the boldneſs of this ſtep I 
have made him a judge over me, and ſhall att with | 
| the ſevereſt prudence. I know your generous diſpo- _ 
ſition, fecing only the hetter. part of mine, might 
have induced | you flill to wiſh me near you z——how 
_ could | reſiſt fo tweet an invitation? Ah, only by 
ſilencing the moſt- deciſive pleader! Lord Leicefter 
| Can now never urge me on the dangerous ſubject. . 
In whatever place you fix your refidence, I will re- 
_ tire to a neighbouring monaſtery as a boarder, where 
_ always hearing of, and ſometimes ſceing both added _ 
ſhe in a voice broken by fobs, my wiſhes will be | 
_ completed : nor do I imagine you will in the ins 
terim grudge me a. ſhare in Lord Leiceſter's dan- 
$ure.” ** Ah little do you know me, returned I, preſ- 
ing her hand affeQGionately, if you think I could 
grudge you a ſhare in his happineſs z never, my ten= 
der, generous girl, never more will we part z never 
could Lord Leiceſter b:pe, or his wiſe fear, any thing 
unbecoming from a ſoul like your's. AQuated by 
_ one ſentiment, counterparts by nature of each other _ 
you and ] ſhould vioiate her laws were we to le- 
parate,* *© To own the whole truth my ſweet 
friend, returned ſhe, with her uſual noble inge- 
nuouſneſs, IexpeRed this inſtance of your generoſity; 
but It only confirms my refolution, and my owa 
heart would anticipate the condemaativa of youls, 
were It pollible fur me to waver, 


A ienſe 


_ which any had a ſenſe. The gentle breezes only 
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A ſenſe of ſafety, and of gratitude to my fair friend, 
_ diffuſed itſelf through my ſoul as the evening ctoſeds 
to which had for ſome time been a firanger ; Lord | 
| Leiceſter prefſed us to enjoy the ſweetneſs of the 
hour. We aſcended the deck, and ſeating onrſelves 
ina little boat Jaſhed to it, every fear, every hope 


ſeemed ſuſpended, and the prefent all of our lives for 


play<d upon the white fatls, and the veſſel cue with 


a ſafe and pleafant motion, through thoſe green 
_ waves whoſe points the full moon exquiſitely filvered, 
_ 8s breaking they gave life to the ſtillneſs of the night. 
 ] turned my eyes with the ſweereſt ſatisfaRion from 
my love to my friend, from my friend to my love. 


the ſame mild orb delicately illumin*d either face; a_ 
manly tenderneſs marked Lord Leiceſter*s attention 
to me, a gratefu} deference that to her, while the fair 


Roſe, rich 1 the applauſes of her own heart, and 


nobly conſcious of her claims on ours, forgot there 
was any thing wanting to her happineſs, Thete ſacred 
pauſes 1n life, which lovers only know, invigorate the 
foul as fleep does the body, and alone can enable us 


_ to fuſtain the paſt and coming ills, Prepared by a 
mental calm for the happieſt repoſe, ſleep aſſeried a 


claim to thoſe hours fear and fatigue had long poſ- 
{cfſed, ard my Ecrd: infiſted on remaining n AAR 
the lovelineſs of the weather, though the autumn 


. was faradvanced, made this Jeſs dangerous, and Mis. 
_ Cec!] and I at laft confented to OCCupy the only MY | 
_  ferable bed, which nevertheleſs 2furded vs that reſt 


3 palace had often Cenied. The next mourning en= 
tirely reverſed the ſcene, and deſtroyed at once our 
comfort and tranquility z, with the moon rhe wea=- 
ther chang:d, and the wind becoming entirely con». 


_ trary, the deadly ficknefs incident to. the element,, 
fejzed alike on Miſs Cecil and me, abſorbing even 


the ſenſe of danger. With an exhauſted ſulleneſs. 
we ſurveyed thoſe roaring ſurges, whoſe hullows 


fancy could not venture to fathom, and faw our= _ 
| felves diiven almoft back to the ſhure of England, 


without (irength or ſpirizs even. to lament our crucl, 
TE eh NE OD | deſtioy.,. 
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deſtiny. My Lord happily more nſed to the fea, 
reliſted its influence, and exerted himſelf equally in 
comforting the ſufferers and affiting the failors : 
happily too they were all well acquainted with the 
coaſt z while the contrary wind, and enraged ele- 
ments, conſtituted in one ſenſe our ſafety, as every 
other veſſel taking thelter in the neareſt port, walted 
in ſafety more favourable weather, Toffed for 
| near ten days, we at laſt made Havre-de-grace ear: y 

in the morning, and more dead than alive | was con- 
veyed to the firſt inn, and inſtantly put to bed. 

Here my fatigues and apprehenfions were near pro- 
ducing a misfortune I from the firſt had dreaded. I 
had but too much reafon to fear that the poor babe 
who had been the innocent cauſe of theſe catamities 


would never live to ieward us for them, but urged into 


a premature exiſtence, of all this mighty world would 
claim only a grave. The gricf this gave me increat= _ 
ed the danger; i knew the pallionate defire of off- 
ſpring which poſſeſſed my Lord. IT had often flat | 
tered myfelf this' wiſh, if indulged, would fill up 

that void in his life the promiſe had cauſed. What 

then ſhould I ſuffer to fee a diſappointment added to_ 

the ſacrifice and degradations I had already entailed 

upon him? It was at this crifis all the merit of Miſs 
_ Cecil ſhone forth : to the delicate attentions of a friend 
the united the fuft folicitude of a mother, She footh= 
ed my mind with the moſt flattering hopes, and 
Jealous leſt 1n any fretful moment my fecret foul. 
thould doubt. her attachment, the to entirely fore- 
ſtalled every ſuſpicion, that uniformed ſpeQators 
would rather have imagined me the only ſource pf 
her happineſs, than the lole obſtacle to-ir, Atlength. 
] corguered the danger, and then my ſpirit; return- 
ed faiter than my ftrength. Often I talked of England, 

_ of my filter, and the expetted diſpatches, ] wrote 
to Lady Mortimer, and briefly related thoſe inci- 
dents L have here expluined in many payes z I claimed 
her alliance, her proteQion, explained the preſent 
_ delicate iltuation of my health, and encloted my_ 
| Fw | p!iCturs 
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- piRure in little, not doubting | but that would iden- 
_ tify my birth 2: and part of the diamends we brought 
' with us were converted into money, to eſtabliſh our 
Tank, if we found it prudent to acknowledge it. | 
I continued a long time too weak to quit my 
chamber, yet at intervals a new fear diſturbed me, 
] perceived my Lord abſent and anxious; frequently 


| | | - / 
an extreme paleneſs overcame the floridneſs of nature, 


and traverſing the room for houts, he would give 
way to a chagrin the cauſe off which not all my ten=-_ 
dereſt intreaties could wring from him. I often recal- 
led the words of my fiſter z I fancied he vainly re- 
gretced the diftinfton of royalty, the pride pf (plen- 
_ der, and the pleaſure of popularity, Accuſtomed to 
| be the object of every eye, to have every wiſh fore- 
falled, to be obeyed ere he ſpoke, 1 ſighing, owned _ 
the change in his fate might well appear dreary, Not 

_ daring to hint my ideas, 1 impatiently expected the 
| return of the expreſs fent to Rouen, hoping it would. 
open new proſpects, and diſperſe the heavy cloud 
between him and feiicitvy., But oh how deluſive is 
human perſpicuity [—infolently vain of our bounded 
| knowledge, we boaſt of tracing every thought and 
action of individuals ſeas divide from us, even at the 
very moment we misJudge all with whom we are. 
inmediately ſurrounded. My. fond attention fixed 


partiaily on Lord Leiceſter, looked not out of himfelf 


tor caufes of grief, Lady Mortimer's anſwer at 
length arrived 5 ſhe acknowledged her relationſhip to 
me with furprize and pleaſure, and kindly lamented 
her infirm health did not peimit her to pay, in 
co:;ming to me, that deference my regal birth inticled 
me to ; but that her train waited Gur permiſlion to 
elcurt us to Rouen, whitcher ſhe urged us to haſten, 
as well for our own ſafety as to gratity her impatience. 
My expectations being fully antwered by this letter, 
breathleſs with Joy I raiſed my eyes to Lord Leiceſter, 
Who had been peruſing it over my ſhoulder 3 they met 
his full of a ſadneſs 10 meaning, it numbed my very. 
 beart. ot 
Long uſed now to dread eyery day would teem 
_ with 
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with ſome horrible event, I ſnatched his hand, and 
in broken accents only begged to know it, Heſunk 


at my feet, and hiding his tears with my robe, ſwelt- 


ed with ſobs that almoſt cracked mv heartftrings. 
«© You have told me you loved me, Matilda ?”' ſaid, 
| he in a broken and doubtful voice. —<* Told you !. 
re-echoed I ;, heavers and earth, can that, my Lots, 
remain a queſtion ? have I not for you forgot the 
Tights of ſex, of rank, of every thing but love I? 
<< Havel not done all man could to deſerve theſe fa- 
crifices ?*? again demanded he. © Debate no more 
admitted merits, cried ] with 2 wild in;patience 3 oh 
give me the truth, and all the truth at once 2: nor. 
_ doubly torture me with this pomp of preparation, 
Whatever it is, I wiil remember there might be a 
worſe, ſince my eyes ſtill behotd you ; every evil 


but your danger my ſoul can cope with, Yuu {peak 


not yet : we are then diſcorered, betrayed, delivered 
up, condemned ———the fatal power of Eiizibeth_ 
has reached us even here, for nothing elſe can ſure! y 
| thus affeQ you ??? © It has indeed,” ſighed he. ** Oh 
why then, exclaim<sd I, forgetful of my atfuran- 
ces, am I unprovided with poiton ? May the ocean, 
from which we with ſo much difficulty eſcaped, en=- 
ton:b us on our return, rather than reſign us up to 
her licenſed vengeance,” © The power of Elizabeth 
has reached us, added he more mournfully, though 
not in our own perſons, Safe ſtillin my arms, in_ 
my heart, you may, my Love, long arraign and be-_ 
wail a misfortune all Europe will b-waii with you.” 
_ Ris ſympathifing eyes explained the truth—the ago- 
_nizing truth my foul underftuod him—aghaſt with 
_ horror, my eyes ſeemed to ſet, and every limb-to 
 ftiffen to marble z a ſenſation, to which fainting is 
eaſe, condenſed every faculty, and nature, powertul 
nature, firuck on iy n-ait at the thought of my 
Rocher, with a pang perhaps cqual to that with 
_ which ihe bore me. Tie radtent tun of Love ſeems 
ed to dip into a ſca of blood, and fink there tor ever. 
Unab's ro reduce the torrent of my ideas into 
languege, I butied my head iamy robe, and pointed 


over the future days of Elizabeth, the radient track 


_ 


_ to the door, that all might leave me. Happily, my 
Lord ſaw a prudence in indulging me, and laying 
_ down ſeveral letters, inſtantly retired. A horrible 


tranſport for ſome moments benumbed me z how mul- 


_ _ tiplied, how complicate, how various, how new, 


were then my feelings | feelings which ever return 
with the remembrance ! feelings which opened a vein_ 
in my charaQeer as well as my heart—all ſenſe of gen- 
tleneſs vaniſhed. The firſt paper T peruſed confirmed 
my fears—] faw in the firſt lines the decided fate of 
the martyred Mary—lI ſeemed to behold the favage 


hand of Elizabeth, dipt in the blood of an anointed 
| fitter ſovereign, felt ſhe was my mother, my fond, 


my helpleſs mother, and my heart floated in tears, 
which were hours working their way up to my 
burning eyes, The furies of Oreſtes ſeemed to ſur-_ 


round me, and thunder parricide , nothing bat parri- 
 eide, in my ear. What, groaned I, after fo long an 


endurance, fuck complicated evils, fupported with a 


_ patience that left not her enemies a pretence for ſacri- 
 Acing her, that miſery was relerved for her daughter 2 


Perhaps even at the moment ſhe laid that beauteous 


| head, fo many hearts were born to worſhip, on the. 


block, every agony of death was doubled, by the 


knowledge her daughter brought her there—Why 
did ] nct periſh in the Receſs by lightning ? Why did 


not the ocean entomb me ? Why, why, oh God, 


_ was | permitted to ſurvive my innocencs ; 1jn the 


wiianeſs of my affiition, I caried the hour, the facal 


 bour, when | ventured beyond the bounds preſcribed 

me. Yes love, !ove itſelf was annihilated, and (could 
 } once have believed it) deeply didI with I had never 
ſeen Lord Leiceſter, Paſling from paper to paper, I 
| faw friends and enemies unite in the eulogium of'the 


P.oyal Martyr, What magnanimity, wbat ſweetneſs, 
what ſanCtitude did they aſſign to her—a bright ex- 
ample in the moſt awful of trials !—dSubliming, the 


idea of revenge infeparable from human nature, ſhe 


centered it all in compariſon,— And what a compari= 
fon !—caſting off the veil of her mortality, to darken 


of. 
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_ of her aſcenſion concentered, while it dimmed the 
eyes of thoſe ſurroundinng nations, who too late be- 

__ watled their ſhameful inaQivity. Spirit of the Royal 
Mary ! oh thou moſt injured ! ſighed out at laſt my * 

_ exhauſted ſoul, from that bleſſedneſs to which the 

_ wretch now levelled with the duſt, perhaps too 

 earſy t "ſlated thee, beam peace and pardon! 
 Aﬀuage the horrors of the involuntary fin, and oh, 

receive my life as its expiation z or a little, but a 

_ little, ſoothe its ſad remainder, * 
Yet vain and uncertain were all my ideas reſpefting. 
the difcovery I imputed to Elizah:th. Convinced. 

_ Hothing had ever been entruſted to friendihip, I was | 

aſſured nothing could have heen betrayed. Inthe _ 

boſom of my filter our mutual ſecret refted, and there _ 

TI imagined every mative mutt bury it. I reviewed 

every paper once more ; alas, T only addedto my 

afiiction, by obſerving the name of Elinor induſtri- | 

_ Ouſly avoided, Loft in conjefture it was ſome time. 

_ ere | perceived one letter my robe half covered: I 

 Preft to my: lips the writing of Lady Arundel, | 

« Scarce dare I allow myſelftime to congratulate 

you, ry moſt honoured friends, on eſcaping the 


deadly rage of Elizabeth, ſo much do I know you long 


for news of your fiſfter. Alas, that I could return, 
| In that information, the pleaſure yours gave me, 
Called to viſit Lady Pembroke, whoſe danger was 
too ſudden for me to he apprized of it, Eiiinor return= 
_ ed ro Court the very hour my Lord and you left it. 
Filling the place of my ſiſter (who ought to have been 
In waitingy by this means ſhe was unfortunately 
preſent at the time the Queen peruſed Lord Leiceſter's 
explanatory letter, Unbuunded in her reſentment, 
lhe levelled it all againft the unfortunate Eliinor 2 
andin ſeverely taxing her with treachery and guilt 
dropt expreſſions by which your ſiſter learnt the dan« 


: _ gerous fituation your fiight had -unfortunately placed 
__ het In, as well as the evils to which you both ſtood 


_ Expoſed. Grief, fear, and indignation almoſt deprived | 
her of reaſon ; and the yah infifting her filence _ 

proceeded from obſtinacy, threw at her a large book 
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| ſhe had been reading, which ſtriking the ſweet Ellinor. 
on the temple, ſhe dropt ſenſeleſs at once, The 
| Other ladies cut her laces ; and the eager eyes of the 
Queen were attrated by a ſmal! pacquet ſuſpended 
_ to the black ribbon ſhe always woreround her neck. 
Not even the ſurprizing effeQt its contents took on the 
Queen, has ever enabled any one to gueſs atthem z 
Colour, ſtrength, and ſpeech, for ſome moments for- . 
_ ſook Elizabeth, when recovering her faculties, ſhe 
| once more peruſed the memorials z then deliberately 
tore them into atoms z and ſummoning Walfingham 
and Burleigh, all her attendants, fave the old Lady 
Latimer, retired, From the court Ellinor was con- 
veyed that night, though by whom, or whither, is 
yet a ſecret. Love andfriendlhip are however inceſiant= | 
Ty employed in her favour ; nor can her priſon long 
_ Terain ſo when once it is diſcovered, Were I to name 
_the moſt ardent and anxious. of her lovers | ſhould 
ſurprize you, but he ſhall only be known when with 
conſcious pride he preſents her to you and claims his 
Teward, i ot a dg ay ono 
The profound policy Elizabeth has always pre- 
| ſerved with reſpe&t to Lord Leiceſter ſince his flight, 
'is far from being ſatisfatory to: his friends. She 
- ſpeaks of him only in an indifferent light, andas if_ 


ONES employed by herſelf; while all that paiſed between 


them almoſt every body underſtands, though no one 
_ Cares to fay ſi. It ſeems indeed as if her rage had 
been diveried from him by another objet., 1] need 
_ not name her here. Alas, how ſeverely are you both 
revenged on the Queen! The galling chain from | 
which the has at laſt enfranchiled Mary, writhes 
 1ound her own heart z and if it would gratify you to 
| ſee her tremble, believe me you need only ſee her, 
Obl:ged_to avow remorſe, to give an example in the 
ſeverity of her mourning, for a deed only her own. 
will could have authoriſed, ſhe has the miſery of 
knowing her murdered royal priſoner enthroned in 


- Heaven, and embalmed in the tears of even her own 


people, never more will Elizabeth taſte of peace, 
| for that indeed can only dwell with innocence,” 


The 
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The full conviRtion Elizibeth had incurred the : 


abhorrence of a!l the world, by this horrible infrac- 
_ tion of the rights of royalty, ſociety, and ſex, a little 


: | Sntinn my exquiſite reſentment, Yes, ſighed I, 


eaven has invented a puniſhment proportionable ta. 
her crime, ' CounteraQiing by one flroke the policy 
of her whole life, ſhe has permitted herſelf to be 
known and of conſequence execrated, Deſtined to 
ſurvive her youth, her virtue, her fame, and her hap» 
pineſs z although encircled with a diadem, her weary 
head” ſhall vainly ſeek one faithful tender boſom. to 
repoſe 0n, Thoſe fiery paſſions, ſo often deſtrutive 
to others, wanting now an 'objet, mult prey upon 


| the heart that conceals them; till envving the gloti- 
ous end, as ſhe ever did the diſtinguiſhing bloom of © 


Mary Stuart, her fate is wound up in fears of her 
offspring In vain her cruel care would extirpate 


them every crime will but give birth to a new fear, 


_ and the martyrdom of the Queen, of Scots will mul- 
tiply the cauſes of her terror, ſince ſhe knows more 


than one child ſurvives her. - | 


' As. the evening cloſed, this billet was given me_ 


| from my Lord — 


'« The heart which has long bled by anticipation. 


for your ſorrow, demands to partake it with you. 
_ Oh! my fole love, deny me not a ſhare in your 
compaſſion, Fearful every moment I ſhould loſe 
the daughter, the fate of the mother ſtruggled win 
that. grief in my ſoul, nor durſt I communicate it 


* till concealment became impoflible..ol do not aſk. 
you to be comforted ; weep on, my dear Matilda, 


but weep in my arms, for what have 1 left in lifeif 
You forget to love me.” De el Vw ” 
This lictle billet, happily calculated to awaken 


| the ſofter paſſions, drew forth my tears in great 


abundance, I reproached myſelf with violence, and 
_ unkindneſs. Let me not, cried I, while ſo ſeverely 
lamenting one error, be Tuilty of another. Loſt to 


the dutie*, the claims (oh Heaven that I ſhould be 


fo !) of a daughter, thoſe of a wife ought to aſſume a 
double influence. Yes, Choſen Leiceſter, I am yours, 
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am ever yours ; if this oppreſſed heart does not whol- 
ly diſſolve in ſorrow, you will one day be again its 
. only obje&z; and ſacred. from this moment - be the. 
Tights of all united with me. I colleted my wild, 
_ afflicted thoughts, and raifing them in prayer, a 
bleſſed compoſure overcame the agitations of my. 
mind. Paſſing into the next room, where I heard 
my Lord walking, I threw myſelf into his arms. Oh 
you whom [I have ſo fatally loved, faultered 1, you 
who are now nearly my all, fill up, if poſſible, every 
avenue to my heart, and guard it from retroipe&tion. 
He anſwered not a word, but prefling his check to 
mine, our tears mingled, _ Sn fo de FR a, 
1 fee too plainly the truth, the fatal truth, aid I, 
recurring to Lady Arundell's letter.” Lovely, ill-fated 
fiſter, it was you then who accelerated our haplefs 
 mother*s death ! That Elizabeth knew me for a daugh-. 
ter of the Stuart line, ſhe took a deadly means to”. 
_ Certify, but tow the diſcovered it, muſt ever have 
appeared miraculous without this letter; I plainly 
perceive my fifter indiſcreetly wore the duplicate 
proof of our birth, its deareſt and beſt teſtimonial, 
while mine is yet treaſured in the ſecret cabinetat_ 
Kenilworth z and this in one moment defitoyed her 
own peace, and. determined the fate of her mother, 
' O, moſt inexorable! Could thy vengeance demand 
More than one victim ? Is then the daughter ſilently 
ſacrificed on the famented graveof her parent? Never 
more, beloved fifter of my blood and heart, ſhall I 
| behold thee ! never more draw comfort from thy ſweet | 
_ accents, nor with thee pierce through the veil of 
 futurity, and catch gleams of golden days. Doubt= 
 Tefs Elizabeth imagines this the only authentic proof 
exiſting ? Qh, it in conſequence of that opinion ſhe. 
_ touches the innocent life of Ellinor, | will offer in- 
conteftable evidence alike of Mary's marriage with 
Nortolk, and our birth, at the foot of Henry's throne. 
He 15 famed for juſtice and generoſity z 1 am, alas, 
 _ the helpleſs object of both, The tamily of Guite 
will unite to proteRt me ; perhaps all Europe will aid 
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 foolate the powerfal King of Scots, and ſave him 
from feeling his impotence of rovalty. oy 
Unable entirely to ſbare, unwilling in the Jeaſt to 
controul, my tender feelings for my family, Lord 
Leiceſter*s life could nor at this period be called happy. 
Miſs Cecil again appeared our guardian angel. As 
an intermediate perſon ſhe felt for, ſhe ſoothed both, 
till my irritated paſſions meliorated inſenfibly into 
 Fadneſs. I began to liſten to the flattering hopes 
continually inſtilled, that my fiſter ſtill lived, and ſome 
fortunate event might yet reſtore her to us. My 
_ Lord was aſſured, by the united teltimony of his 
| friends, that Elizabeth had no pretence for impeach=. 
ing him, and Henry learnt with pleaſure his deſign 
of fixing his reſidence in France. "Thus again our 
. peace ſeemed re-eſtabliſhed on a better foundation 
than it had. yet heen : and I devoted my attention, | 
for the preſent, ſolely to recompencing my Lord for 
all he had renounced in my favor. | ts 
Overwhelmed with the repeated ſolicitations of 
Lady Mortimer, I at laſt ſummoned reſolution to ſet 
out for Rouen; from whence we had been ſupplied 
with every accommodation ſuitable to our rank. 
"That city having long been diſtinguiſhed as the refuge 
of every noble exile, my Lord fixed on it for our. 
reſidence : my relation to Lady Mortimer en{ured me 


every honor, and Lord Leiceſter®s name would ſoon 


form us a liitle . court. That criſis 19w approached 
very near, which both conſidercd with joy and terror 
and it appeared fome relief to be in the care ofa, 
Lady, whoſe experience and tenderneſs might lefien_ 


1ny ſufferings. Lore Leicefier's unwearied indulgence 


and anxious Conſideration, every hour endeared him 
mure tO me; and I] gladly on reflection compounded 
with fortune for all her othcr ſeverities, lince the fiſt. 
_ ©:jeCt of my heart was ftill unaltered. 


Averle to being known ere we had formed a ſnite, 
and ſeiected a habitation, he gave Lady Mortimer 
notice that we {ſhould nor ariive till night, As we. 
paiſed through the gate_of Keuen, eſcorted by hc 
tratn, By Lcait beat high with the idea of meet! ; Z 
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the ſiſter of the noble Norforlk z the only being (my 
own excepted) allied in blood to me. She met me 
_ at theentrance of a ſaloon ; I claſped her hands with 
_ emotion ; I wept upon, I preſied the to my boſom. 
She embraced me with. extreme compoſure, and 
holding me backa momenty ran over my features and | 
perſon, with ſo Keen a ſcrutiny, - as convinced 
me ſenſibility was not her charaQteriitic. While due 
compliments paſſed between Miſs Cecil, my Lord, 
and her, I, in turn, indulged wyſelf with an exa- 
mination, Herperſon was full-ſized, tall, and graceful, 
like ail the family of Howard ; Her features viſibly 
marked both by age, and decayed beauty z her dreſs 
ſimple, being like my own, of mourning, and het man- 
 ners frongly conveyed the idea of magnihcence, 
| Digniiy tinQured with auſterity, marked her con- 
ver{ation ; and I felt, to my great regret, I had gained 
a relation without winning a friend. 'Two monks, 
to whom the paid a profound deference ; an old 
officer of the Mortimer family, and his fiſter, were 
introduced to us as perſonsentitled to ſhare our ſecret 3; 
aud we ſaw it indeed lodged with them,. ere our con= 
| ſent was demanded. Lord Leiceſter was ftruck diſ- 
| agreeably at this diſcovery, but ſtruggled with his 
pride, and atietted good humour z while finding 
myſelf, after all my dangers, under a roof ſanCtified 
by alliance, and where my Lord ſeemed reſtored to _ 


his proper ſpLere, pleaſure dilated my whole ſoul, 


and I] ſat down to a ſumptuous entertainmenc prepared _ 
' on the occaſion, with an appetite I had long wanted. 
She avoided, in conſideration of my ttate and 
fatigues, entering into our affairs, and brought her 
own before us with a kind freedom ; afſured us of 
the friendſhip of her eldeit fon, | ord Mortimer, who 
preſerved the pleaſure of liberty in both his religion 
and aCicns, by ferviny in the wars of France, to 
ſeeking a precarious fortune in Englond, under an 
_ enemy tv the Pope. Jhe landed propeity, once the 
inheritance of the Mortimers, ner Lord had prudently 
cilpolcd of ere the return of Fhiltp tro Spain, 1n whote 
| ſervice he had evcr cCoutiuncd : aud that Monarch, 
tagcd 
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famed as he was for meang2ſs and ingratitude, had 


ſhewn a ſignal ſenſe of the attachment, by a grant _ 


to her youngeit ſon of a conſiderable portion of land 


in Jamaica, which he had cultivated under ſuch 


| Indulgences, as made it every day more valuable. 

His marriage with a Spaniſh Lady, had united him 

more firmſy to their government and intereſts ; but 
| having lately had the misfortune of loſing his wife, he 


had yielded to the intreaties of his mother to viſit 
France, and was hourly expeQed. Occupied with 
her own narration, ſhe no longer remembered | was 
weary, Miſs Cecil however reminded her of the 
hour, and we were conducted toa magnificent apart= | 


ment. 


Lord Leiceſter ſlightly touched on the little diſguſt 
he had juſtly conceived, and indulged a drowſineſs 
which I could not immediately partake. New ob= 
jets had awakened my fancy, and invaied my reſt ; 


; images more pleaiing than had bleiled me ſince the Y 


moment I had quitted Kenilworth Caſtle enlivened 


my ſoul, Yes. my Leiceſter, aid I, ſoftly graſping 
the hand of my ſleeping love, for me thou ſhalt no 
more be endangered, and degraded ; beyond the reach 
of our enemies we may now laugh at all cheir im- 
| Potent malice, Ah vain and prefumptious ! adeadly 
| ſnare was at that moment winding round my heart, 


and punithmenc prepared which pierced it through, 
the buſom of fecurity, Alas ! madam, this niphe 


of promiſed peace proved the wzra in my life, and. 


became fo by a misfortune which abſuroed the ſenſe. 


of every otn'r, How, how ſhall I recall the ſcene - 
_ and preſerve recollection enough to paint ir? Drope | 
ping into that ſoft Tethargy which foreruns {lzep ah ! 
 wity had I not been buried in the deepett ? but | was. 
born the fate of all I ever loved. 


It was mv peculiar 
mitery to raiſe the hand which cut thein off trom ail 


but my memory, and oh to weep thro? |. fe the errors; 


of too ſoft a heart ! ſinking, as | have alreaily aid, 
into ſlumber, 1 fancied I] hezrd a noiſe in the room. 
Starting up With a fear habit made almoſt I2tuitive, * 
I awakened Lord Leicetter, who laftantly drawing | 
| | hn ade 
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aſide the curtain, I diſc-31ed, with inexpreſſible hors. 


ror, by the pale light ot a lanthorn, many men fur- 
rounding the bed with . levelled arms, while one with 


an imperious voice called out to'him to ſurrender to 


the Queen of England. At that fatal found my 


very ſoul recoiled, but my Lord not deigning to. 


anſwer, drew a ſword, always laid under his pillow | 
and haughtily commanded them to leave the chamber. 
'The men advancing, h2 aimed at the one neareſt him, 
who, by infiantly retreating, jarred the arm of his 

companion. "The flaſh of death, the tremendous | 
ſound, the falling of the ſword— all, all; conficmed 

_ ina moment my fate 

__ ped of my ſoul=my all on earth=—alas, almoſt my 


Lord Leicefter, the worſhip» 


all in heaven, ſunk into my weak arms in a laſt 


_ convulſion. —— That which, at the appointed period 
will annihilate nature can alone ſurpaſs the impreſli- 


on of the moment, Terrible too was the confuſion 
of theſe wretches at ſo unforeſeen an event. The 


_ faint light they carried gleamed over thoſe features ſo 
adored, He tremulouſly raiſed my hand to his lips, 
and gave up his ſoul in ſilence on my boſom, 


Buc who ſhall ſpeak the miſery of my mind ? 


 Precipitated, like the offending angels, at once from 
| heaven to hell, an awful- filence 00k place of lamen-_ 
tation, Oh it was a woe too mighty for complaint 1 
Inſenſible to fear, I at length deſperately urged his 
murderers once more to unite thoſe they had thus _ 
ſeparated. I bathed my boſom in the bleſſed crimſon 
which ſhll flowed from his, and called alike on heaven 
and man to end me. Alas, the only chje&t of my. 
| hopes, my fears, and cares, my wiſhes, was con- 
 _gealirng before the eves of the foriorn wretch.con- 


demned to ſdrvive him. The entrance of Lady 


| Mortimer wrought grief up to phrenzy, and for ma» 
_ ny days gave that relief to all my agonies, 


Reaton dawned upon my 'Giforder'd ſoul like _ 


light through chaos. A dim remeinbrance of what 
3 had been, preceded that of what | was, Faintly I 


recognized even the weak hand with which | drew 


back the Curtain. 1 found mylcif in a narrow cell, 


}; ghted 
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| Igted only through an obſcure caſement of painted 


laſs. Intuitively my lips pronounced the name of. 
Lolceftorocin vain—Nothing but my own voice re=. 


| turned upon my ear z- and the lonely dungeon in 
- which I beheld myſelf encloſed, overwielmed me 
with ſo deadly a chillneſs, that the ſhutting of my. 
eyes appeared a degree. of relief, Thought roſe 
 tumultuouſly on thought, *cill in one moment the 
_ terrible whole flaſhed upon my mind, I ſeemed once 
| more in that magnificent bed which from the peaceful 
aſylum of love, an inſtant converte.i tnto the bier of 
 dexth—once more I caught that laft, lait took, in- 


deliby imprefſed—and felt once more my heart 
congeal with the life-blood which ſprung in torrents. 
from his. , I ftarted up once more in wild deſpair g 


_ and wringing my hands, groaned forth his name in 


accents fo piercing, that they rouſed the withered 
attendant allotted me, from her undiſcovered pallet= 
bed at ths foot of mine. Hurrying towards me, ſhe 


muttered ſomething I did not underſtand. Heavens! 
cried I, ſurveying her habit in amazement, (for till. 


then I had never ſeen a nun) where am T1? ſurely in 


_ the Receſsz and the grave has given .up ics former 


inhabitants for my relief and comfort ?—« Jeſy 
Maria ! cried the in French, which1 very imperfetly 


__ underſtood, will tais poor thing never recover her 
ſenſes?” © Ah no added I], anſwering myſelf, that 
fatal language confirms every dire recolleQion 2: inform 


me you, who are (I know not why) interwoven in 


my fate, where, where is my Lord 7 if all that flaſhes 


over my foul be but a wandering cf intelleR, and he 


EL . at o - ? . . - 
yet lives,” She caft down hereyes muttering, **Yeg 


my poor child, | you are fenſible hy that queſtion.*” 


© Vain, vain hope ! ceied |, buriting into tears, and. 


returning to my native tongue yet oh ! alive or dead, 


 heis the ail | require z rettore him, but reſtore him! 
a deat ſacred duty attaches me even to his aſhes, 


Lead me to thein, fince taey are a!l now left me, and 
allow me tv lament at ieifure,” She thruzoed up her 


ſhoulders, implying ſhe did not tagroughly come 
 prehend my Tanguage, and crofling berlelf, denounced 
H-. 


Vol, I, Eitrnal 
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eternal perdition on me if I longer thought ofa 


heretic, who ſeduced me from the true faith, and 


| who of conſequence became a dreadful example of 


vengeance z Charging me to adore the holy Virgin 


| Mother, who had by ſo gentle a puniſhment recalled 


me-to the Catholick church, Yes, fainted Leiceſter, 


In the infatuation of her bigotry ſhe dared to term 
_ thy death a gev/e puniſhment, Indignation throbbed 
_ thro? thoſe pulſes grief had nearly ſtilled, and I gave 
| vent to all the anguiſh of. my ſoul : I abjured with an 


aggravated contempt the erronous faith of my an= 


_ ceſtors, bewailed too late the credulity inſpired by 
my own——execrated the cruel, the treacherous Lady 


Mortimer, and demanded my liberty with a ſpirit that 


| perplexed and ſurpriſed the Nuns, Alas! I perceived 7 
_ at the ſame moment, by the increaſing number who _ 


now. gathered round my bed, how vain either threats 
or Intreaties muſt prove in that inſtance, The. 
Superior approached, and in an authoritative deciſive 


| voice informed me, Lady Mortimer, in right of her 
_ relationſhip, had placed me entirely under their care 
and protection, relying on their pious endeavours 


both tor the recovery of my reaſon and my principles 2 


Nor could I make ſo good a uſe of the firſt as to 
apply it ſolely to the recovery of the latter, inſtead of 


idly lamenting a loſs which alone couid have preſer= 
ved my foul. They called the nobie huſband, of 


whom their 1 liberal tenets had juſt deprived me, an' 


heretic z an outcaſt of fociety z a wretch not worthy 


_ Interment. ] heard without replying, but my foul ' 
was not filent, I appealed to the Mutt High, and he 
will noc :orget me. Oh! inthe awful day of retribu= 
tion, dreactylly will he diſtingunh the bigotted dic- 


tators 1, religion! 


Happily tor me, they underſtood leſs of my lan- 


auge than I did of theirs z which perhaps ſaved me 
Fo a harſhneſs which muſt have added the ruin of 
wy conltitution to that of my peace. . Na On 
You will be aſtoniſbed, madam, at my ſurviving f 
ſych unceaſing complicating misfortunes, and above 


all 
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| all, the loſs of my beloved. I regard it myſelf with 
wonder, and impute my ftrength both of body and. 


mind ſolely to the knowing. no pauſe in my ſuffer- 


| ings. Driven from one fatigue to another, from. 
. one agony to another, lamentation was continually 


ſuſpended: either by amazement, or that neceſlity for 
exertion which gives a ſpring to all but the weakeſt 


minds, and counteratts deſpondency. Grief, I may 
affirm from ſad experience, cannot be fatal till it 
fills and condenſes every other paſſion. 


. 
* 


Left at laſt with only that miſerable companion, 
my own heart, I ruminated at leiſure. Neprived 
_ of Lord Leicefter, happineſs, revenge, name, fortune, + 
_ every charm in exiſtence, every right in ſociety; 


entombed alive, ere the aſhes of my Lord were allot-_ 


' ted a reſting place, I reviewed my whole fate with 


aſtoniſhment, Often wearied with ſuffering, did I 
meditate giving up a life no longer endeared to me, 


and quictly purſuing my ſouPs better part, Alas, 
the unborn cauſe of all my late dangers would ſtill 
| hold me down to ſuffer ! Yes precious remnant of my 


love, ſole pledge of paſt felicity z laſt of the mighty 


Dudley line, ſighed I, I owe thy noble father's me- - 


mory juſtice. I know the profound, the execrable 


Policy of Elizabeth, nor doubt her eſcaping the flight= 
eſt cenfure, unleſs I appear,—and lhall I, ſhall T, 


oh Leiceſter, living or dead forſake thee ? ſhall ſhe 
who colt thee every wordly good, allow thy bonour, 
thy fortune, thy life, to he annihilated without one 


effort to retrieve either ? No, ſincerevenge is the little 
_ all now left me, let me ſecure that little, Diſappoint, 


oh God! the weak and enthuſiaſtic views of my un= 


worthy relation 3 permit me t- :onvey from this un- 
hallowed grave, the honoured aſhes of my love ; let 


them overwacim Elizabeth with late contrition and 


 4fruitleſs ſhame, and then, oh ihen, allow me to be= 


with to groan under ! | 
To eitect avy part of theſe complicated deſigns, I 


queath to wy trembling babe that life, I no longer 


. found it abſolutely neceſſary to ſtifle, 1n a degree, my 


feelings : and ſubmitted to a diflimulation m y ſoul 
CR * o abhorred, 
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abhorred, TI requeſted to ſee that woman who was 
more terrible to my eyes than any thing human 
_ Elizabeth excepted. This requeſt flattered the Nuns 
with the hope of my converſion, and a little opened 
their hearts towards me,  ] now learnt that the. 
 wretches who robbed my days of coir fort, imputed 
_ the event folely to accident, nor pleaded a commiſſion. 
| beyond conveying Lord Leiceſter to England, and 
_ even that in ſo private a manner as ſkewed them with- 
out legal authority.-The whole had been condutted 
with ſo profound « ſecrecy, that neither the defign 


nor exent had everieached the kn-wledge of the policez = 


to. prevent which the body of Lord Leicefter had 


| heen immediately . brought into an outer vault of the 


Chapclof the Convent, where it had been embalmed 
ready to ferd over to England, if ſuch ſhould' be the 

Pleaſure of the Queen, which, as it appeared, was all 

_ they conſidered. The jewels and money, both Lord 

_ Leiceſter and myſelf poſſeſſed, when we entered the 

” fatal gates of Rouen, ſeemed to have departed with 

him, "as we!l as all information reſpeQting the iodg-_ 


ment of thoſe ſums] havx already mentioned ; and [ 


ſaw myſelf, tor all that fortune once promiſed me _ 
inberiting only a weed, 9 ONE 


As 1 encured with patience the religious viſitation s 
and humilies of the Nuns, as well as thoſe of various 


. Mo'ks, who united with them in converting me, 


| Lady Mertiner ina few days conſented to judge of 
their Cares by ſeeing me. "This inſolent woman con 
ſidered the viſit as a condeſcenfion, and hardly held 
Gut a hand mine ſLuddered again to touch, Unmoved. 
with my paleneſs, my condition, cr my habit, ſhe 
« caln;ly cifcourſed with, the fftrrhocd and the Monks, 
white | continued drowned in tears ro huwan effort 

couuld ſtifle. A gentleman, who I undiritood was 


hcr younger iv", addiefied me with the voice of 


ſ\wpathy 3 uninfluenced by his mother's prous pre- 
| Judices he ſpoke of my misfortune as the brit on 
earth, and of Lord I eiccſier as the man who molt 
deſerved to be J:mented 3' and bewailed the delays in 
bis patſage, which race kim ualappily arrive g0v lace _ 
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46 foceve.diier,”- He Tpole tos. js Bogithi The 
| words, the manner, the language, ſunk inro my ſoul, 


and a faint hope they ſtruck out enabled me ta ſup- 


| port the enfuing converſation, Lady Mortimer 
 addreſt me with an air at once tenacious and haughty z 

treated me like a mere girl, who to a blind and un- 
| pardonable paſſion, had made perpetual ſacrifices of 
_ every ſolid duty of religion and morality ; repreſente1 
| me as the ſole cauſe of my mother's martyrdom, a fin 
no penance could ever expiate z mentioned wit 
| horror that union, which wanting the ſantion of the 
Pope, could not by her he termed a marriag2 : ant 


valued herſelf on the happy plan ſhe: had lid to ſ2- 
parate us, It appeared the information of our place 
of reſidence paſſed from her to Elizabeth, who bar- 


gained for the ſecret delivery of Lord Leiceſter to ter 
_emiffaries: a requeſt Lady Mottimer complied with 


gladly, as the eafieft and moſt effeQtual means of re- 


uniting me to the Church. The plan of ſeizing him 


at midnight, had, fhe owned, been concerted by ker- | 
felf, as that was the time when he could neither re- 
fiſt, nor I follow him, to create any alarm; a cir- 
cumſtance ſhe dreaded beyond any other thing. 


| From the bloody conſequence of this treachery he 


affected to acquit herſelf, chough without exprefiing. 
any ſorrow on the occaſion. 


Oh, negative fin ! groaned I inwardly ; ob, dire 


_ colluſion ! wanting Courage to aQ an ill, are you, 
when pre-acquainted, leſs guilty in not preventing it? 
the laws of England reached not hither z nor was 


Lord Leiceſter amenable by thole laws z wherefore 


_ entice and murder him, beneath a roof alliance and 
hoſpitality ſliould have doubly conſecrated 1 Where= 
_ fore, but that the commoneſt inn would have pro- 


tected him? Tears and ſighs being all my comments. 
on her ſpeech, ſhe joined the monks in elaborate ex- 


hortations ; in high promiſes of preſenting me to all 


my mother's partiſans, and rendering me the head of 
the Engliſh Catholic party, whenever I voluntarily 
recanted my errors ; or if | perſiſted in them, antict- 
pating the judgment. of Heaven, ſhe reſolved to pu- 
nith my apoſtacy by an abſolute ſecluſion within the 
LETS oo ws walls 
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_ Overcome, I promiſed to deliberate. and with difficul- 
_ . ty obtained the only requeſt I ventured :—the ſad in- _ 

_ dulgence of weeping over the coffin of Lord Leiceſ- 

- ; ls br 4 RR 


© T could hardly fail to diſcover, through this veil of 
fimulation, pride and bigotry, a ſtrong ſelf-intereſt, 


"The agreement for delivering up Lord Leiceſter very 
highly offended thoſe laws which proteted Lady 
Mortimer, and to which ſhe muſt have anſwered, had 

_ the intention only tranſpired z but when to that was | 
added his murder, his midnight murder, in a city 
_ Ehiefly compoſed of Hugonots, hardly dared ſhe 
gueſs at her own danger, The narrow faith which 


embofomed her among Catholicks, proved in this 


Inſtance her ſafety, fince united in her danger a3 


well as principigs, they were reſolved to venture the | 


_ © utmoſt to ſecure her, Every ſubſequent day confirms. 


ed my opinion, and the abfolute neceſſity of wine 


ning me over, or entombing me alive, made the 


Nuns omit no care or indulgence, after once I ſeemed. 


*toliften to them. | 


_ Fearful of roufing all my paſſions, and reviving | 


'every prejudice, by conduCting me to the dreary un- 
| Hallowed vault Lord Leiceſter was laid in, and not 


daring to bring his ſacrilegeous aſhes within their 
oven Chapel, the Nuns amuſed themſelves with deco - 
rating his ſepulchre with all'the. pompous inſignia of 
«death, —Ah1 'vain attempt to ſadden anguiſh ! Can 


_ n:1dnight capers, ſuſpended black, or waving plames 


relieve thoſe eyes which ſeek in vain their only 
object? or gratify a heart writhing under the iron 


hand of calamity? Can mortal prayers enſur2 
Immortal harpineſs? or can ſelf-fainted wretches 


bribe the' Almighty even with the ore his 
bounty laviſhes : Prepoſterous blindneſs ! Such were 


_ my mental replies to all their enthuſiaſtic hacangues z 
_ and this i:l-choſen moment of afſailing me, ouly fixed 


my fiuQtuating religious principles, On the coffin of 


Lord Leiceſter, my ſecret foul pronounced a vow 
ſolemn and irrevocable, ro know no heaven but his, 


nor ſcek it in another manner. Thou too, oh mnoit 
| Re beloved ! 
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| beloved! wert preſent=but not to me—no more my 
eyes were to imbibe pl-aſure from the lucid beams of 
thine !—no more. my ſoul was to mingle with thine | 
effuſions, which ſo often had-enabled me to ſuſtain _ 
_ the malevolence of fortune! Ah no ! thou, thou, alone 
wert by a ftrange tranfition become my ſovereign 
grief z and the cold lead which ſeared up duft fo pre=- 
Ccious, encloſed. at the fame moment the heart of thy 
fad widow! _ RS I: we 
I had in vain enquired for Miſs Cecil z the Nuns 
aſſured me they knew only from my delirium that 
ſuch a perſon exiſted,'and Lady Mortimer inexorably 


refuſed to inform me, whether ſhe till did ſo, Deeply 


1] lamented the loſs of the only friend who could have 
_ ſoothed by ſharing my afflittion, Death had hallow- 
_ ed her paſſion with rights ſcarce interior to my own, 
and my heart too frequently felt, none but thoſe 
who loved con!d lament Lord Leicefter as he mericed.. 
__ Mr. Mortimer foon became the medium detween 
me and his mother ; deſpairing to touch her 1mpene- 
'trable ſoul, I employed every moment of lonelineſs 
In ſubgGuing her fon's, Slowly I unfolded my views, 
and ſlowly he too liſtened to them z yet he did liſten, 
'Fearful that every hour would add a new inconvent- 
_ ence, by the birth of that poor babe for whom I 
ſuffered ſuch cunzemitting calamity, and dubious | 
whether the pious policy of the nuns might not ſnatch 
It,' when born, from my feehle arms, as well to enſure 
my itay, as my abjuration, new terrors ſprung up in 
'my -foul. I could not but perceive an intereſted + 
Motive atuated him ? reduced, however, to owe my 
freedom to any thing, I appeared blind to a tender= 
neſs every circumſtance forbad him-to avow, A very 
few "days determined him, and he informed me he. 
had ſecured an Engliſh veſſel, the crew -of which 
'were to be his only aſſiſtants, How#lowly is-hope 
_ 'extinguiſhed, and oh, how ſwiftly does it revive! 
actuated with the moſt impatient deſire of eſcaping, 


I made even my grief ſubſervient to it z and propoſed _ 


_ to the nuns periodically to watch in the vaulc with 

Lord Leiceſter, (a ſad ceremony their religion per _ 

 maltted, and mine did not forbid) being told itwould 
;  Hz4 
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* be eaſier to force away into this thanche interior pa'ty 
of the Convent, Mortimer had hinſelf direQted in 
_ Conveying thither my departed Love, and allowed it to 


be an eaſy nears of eſcape, and peihaps the only one, 
} paſt part cf ſevera] preceding nights in the ſame. 


 marrer, accompanied by different nuns, to lull fuſ- 


picion, were it pcfſible any ſhould have ariſen, What 


quick, what multiplied, what various emotions foreran 


the appointed time ! Every eye ſeemed to dive into my_ 
defign, and every heart ſeemed intent to counteraQ it.. 


| I fourd it impoſſible. to obrain the privilege of 
watching alone, and , ſhivered left my deliverers 
| fould arive ere my pale, companion was fum=- 
 moned 3; or | ſhould want ſtrength ro prevent hera» 
 Jarming the fiferhocd, Fortunately tl:e night pro\ Ed 
ſeverely cold, and obſerving ſhe was no ſharer in my 
Penance, I recommerded to her to retire to her cell, 
and rejoin me when the mattins were over. Dif 
guſted with her employment, and alicady froft=nipt 


fhe ſullenly complied, and left me alone with the 


_ ceffin of Lord Leiceſter=Loft huſband of my choice | 


Oh, ever dear, and ever lamented | fighed I, kneeling . 
before, and invoking the ſenſeleſs lead, not for her- 
felf is thy Matilda thus anxious ; to vindicate thy 


| honor, to preſerve the precious earth which once was 


art cf thee, and that which will ſoon become fo, is 


_ a}l the uſe ſhe now can make of freedom. An awful 


filence, which ſeemed only interrupted by the throb= 


bing of my pulſes, ſucceeced. Regardleſs of all 
thoſe emblems of death, which harrow up the minds 
__ of the happy, I knew no fear but of the living. The 
belt ſtruck upon my heart the deciſive twelve, A 
(Jaring in the fartheſt vault reached my ear ; another 
door opened ; | heard the feet of men ; another yet 3] was 
env ironed by my deliverers, and one ſpark of pleaſure 


Tan through my cold frame, as I raiſed my bead from 


| the coffin of Lord Leiceſter, *? Fly, fair matilda_ 
cricd the impatient Mortimer, ſnatching my hand to, 
| Taiſe me%=—= Stay, generous friend, and hear me, 


ſaid I with firmneis. You reſcue only half of me, if 
you leave the aſbes cf my Lord behind, Would you 


| Part a miſer from his treaſure? Tath:r will he be 


maſſacred 


{I 
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maſſacred upon ie. There is encloſed the whole of 


mine; bear that likewiſe 2way, or entomb me will 


ity for never, I ſwear by him in. whoſe preſence wS 
| were united, never will 1, alive or ceao, conſent to _ 
part with him.'* Offended-at ſo unexpeted a demand, 
ke urged the difficulty and the danger, with a harſh-, 
| neſs | thought him incapable of; nevertheleſs, the 
| place and time allowed nct of long deliberation, and ' 
| finding me inflexible, he at laſt ordered the ſailors to 
convey away - the cofiin likewiſe, An order they 
_ only complied with, from taking the metaphorical 


phraſe 1 had uſed,** of a treaſure,** in a literal ſenſe, 


| Attached to Lord Leiceſter beyond mortality; Il always 
- felt proteQted when he was preſent, and with ceaſeleſs 


care watched my deliverers, convinced they would 
be but toa ready to leave ſo great an incumbrance 


- - behind; | 


They bore me with ſwiftneſs to the banks of the 


| Seine, where a boat waited z and the tide favoring, we 


ſoon reached a ſhip of conſiderable burden, which 
weighed anchor immediately. Agitated with a thou- 


| ſand remembrances, that of Mortimer hardly occur- 
red to me til] the veſſc] was under fail, and I fill 


perceived him on board, 1 had ever underſtood he 
was to leave me as ſoon as was placed in ſafety. 


I reminded him of his promiſe. ** 1 will leave you, 


faireſt of women, cried he, eagerly graſpins my hand, 


when you are placed in ſafety z 1f you fit! are cruel 


enough to defire it, But can I quit you :zow ; or 
venture to ſet foot in a country where | have for 
your ſake violated the moſt ſacred law, and expoſed 


myſelf to condign punithment z*” I ſhould have tound : 


reaſon enough in this anſwer, but that his fiifled, 


fhort-breathed joy, his ungovernable ardor, imprefled 


my fecret foul with terror, and robbed freedom of all 
."Couifort, ©. St ' LE”, 


| 1 found in the cahin, to which he ccnduQted me, 


a woman allotted to attend me, who ftrou iy recom- 


mendceu that repule ny fate had long coed; the. 
misfortunes irom wuich + had eſcapei, ur ited with 


_ thuſe chat ſtill threatered me, to fili my wholz fou! ; 


us _ and 
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2rd willing'to avert the fearful anticipation, I entered 
'nto ſoſmecommon diſcourſe with my attendant, I 
\ found, with infinite aſtoniſhment, that ſhe was a 
mid-wife, and provided with every neceſſary for the 
expected 'babe. I ſhould have conſidered this as the 
moſt tender obligation, but that. a fatal doubt had 
_ Jprung up in my heart, and ſuſpended every generous 
emotion. Alas, it ſoon matured into certainty ! The 
vain and eternal fondneſs which made me infiſt on 
Having the coffin of Lord Leicefter placed in the 
cabin allotted for me, at firſt, ſeemed to inſpire in_ 
Mortimer that borror common to weak or guilty 
"minds, at fight of ſuch an awful memento ; a few days 
Tendered it familiar to him. A paſſion he no longer 
 concezled,led him for ever into my preſence z' neither _ 
'the unburied dead, the black which ſeemed toenvelop 
my whithered heart as well as form, nor the fad cir- 
_*cumftances in 'which I was widowed, any. longer 
Operated 'on his imagination. T too plainly perceived 
he: confidered me as his own, and only waited my 
-Tecovery to avow his unwarranted pretenfions, What 
| -gire viciſſitudes of fear did my timid foul experience ! 


I '] ſaw myſelfertirely in the power of this man; forlorn 

| _ © of every human aid ! hopelcfs, helpleſs, ſave in the 

j _ mnerey of the Almighty.-Ob, thou ſupreme, fighed 

f - 1, -hourly raiſing niy fireaming eyes to Heaven, thou 
|; whoſe omniſcient breath rolls on this 'mighty world 
\þ of waters ! oh, grant that they may prove my fafety 
a oo +. DA2 NETS 

lt A  hitle gallery ran before my cabin, whither I 


. | ſometimes went for air, Devoured with reveries ltke 
thoſe recapitulated, 1 one evening'found them inter- 
-rxupted by the voice of a woman ſinging, The clegance 

_ of her manner, and the ſweetneis of her tone, con» 


'vinced me'it- could nut be my coarſe attendant z nor 
k did I know the ſhip contained another female fave - 
[ "myſelf. Wrapt in aſtoniſhment and curiofity, every 
ji ſente ſubſided into ear. recognized a favowite 
bh bymn 3 a hymn fo ſwelling, ſolemn, and fublizve, | 
i _ that my chared foul purſued tre ſubje& almolt to | 
> _ Heaven. Eke changed to death, one Lone, one deep. 


._ one 
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| one dirge-like tone, ſtruck on my vibrating heart, and 
almoft filenced every pulſe, A loud cry, with the 
nameof Roſe, burſt from me—the noife ofa perſon 
falling ſucceeded, and the finging ceaſed. I ran_ 
wildely up to the deck, and loudly demanded my long 
loſt friend of the aſtoniſhed Mortimer. Confuſed 
| beyond the power of deceiving me, he opened a 
cabin immediately over my own. Ah, with what 
tumultuous emotions did I raiſe the much-loved_ 
much-lamented partner of my fate! lowly the re=- 
covered from the ſtupor ſurprize had occalionedz a 
thouſand remembrances endeared the pleaſure of the re= 
union ; as many annihilated all ſenſe of pleafure, Em= 
braces and tears at length ſubſided. As ſoon as alone. 
I queſtioned her concerning the interval, the dire 
deciſive interval —Waked by the univerſal confuſion, 
faid the fair Roſe with bitier ſobs, which ſucceeded 

the fatal accident of the night that paited us, 1 de» 
manded you, my friend, with frantic ardor, hut in 
vain, A man, I foo underſtood to be the ſon of 
Lady Mortimer, who was concealed in the houſe 
when we arrived, thortly after entered my apart= 

ment, and ordered others who attended; him, to 
convey me on board the ſhip which brought him 
from Jamaica. Tears and entreates were Toitdeſs, 


and in the dead of the night I was conduRed to the EE 


| banks of the Seine, and rowed to this veſſel, in which 
I found myſelf 1mprifoned, without the leaſt hope of 
meeting you, 1 ſvon learnt, from the coarſe jefts of 
the failors, that their owner was an uaprincipled 
villain in all reſpeQs, and more eſpecially where a 
woman was concerned : every hope of an eſcape was 
finally caken from me, by my having the ill-fortune_ 
to attach the Captain, whom fear of Mortimer alone 
| has kept within bounds, I underſtood the veſſel was 
bound for Jamaica, and only waited to take in a new _ 
cargo : Nevertheleſs, I faw that completed without 
our letting ſail ; and' hoped from this the hand of 
providence would yet interpoſe in my fayour, Alas, 
_ little did I immagine it was tnvolving you inthe ſame 
. hopeleſs, deſperate fituation/—Judge then, oh, wo 
, | [OE unfortunate 


_ unfortunate, concluded the amiable Miſs Cecil, what 
_ fare awaits us hoth—reſcued from the licentious 
wiſhes of your couſin, his worthleſs heart has only 

exchanged its objeQ, and refigns me us the more_ 
Ignoble prey to his more worthleſs companion : the 
| little decency Mortimer has hitherto preſerved towards 
you, this miſerable meeting will finally put an end 


to. He now knows you are inftallibly apprized of 


your deſtination, and how will you form your. mind 
'toit? The iſland to which we are bound is.yet in 
the hands of a few ſettlers, power is almoſt their only 
law, -and he doubileſs does not want that, ſince he 
ventures to defy every other. Never more ſhall my 
aching eyes diſcern the ſafe, the pleaſant ſhores of 
_ England, thoſe ſhores they joyed to loſe fight of, — 
Alas, they then were fixed upon an objeQ, offended 
_ Hearen has puniſhed me by claiming ! Fs 
 * How, how ſhould we refiſt the numbing power. of 
deſperation, did not the ſacred ſenſe of devotion moſt- 
ly fpring trom it, and lift the foul above humanity? 
_ Although more deplorably circumſtanced myſelf, by. 
' a Courageous effort ] refoived to ſoothe and confole 
her; and gently preparing her tender heart for the 
fatal obje& it was deſtined to encounter, 1 led her 
_ down to my Cabin, Ah what affeftion flireamed_ 
_ Equal from our hearts and eyes ppon the cold me- 
mento! OI i, ER. FS 
Miſs Cecil judged too truly, and the infamous 
Mortimer no longer deigned to veil his viewsz perpe- 
_ tually ſhocking me with free and haughty declarations 
_ of his paſſion. It was but too obvious he knew his 
| power, and confidered his intention of marrying me 
as the moſt honourable diſtinction z even at the mo- 
\ment he ſcoffed_at every one cuſtom or nature had 
eſtabliſhed, Miſs Cecil was not leſs importuncd, by 
a vwretch rough as the element by which he ſubliſted, 
and both ſo regularly viſited our cabin, that ſcarce 
could we call it our own, even at the hours ſacred to 
repoſe, In thoſe eternal counflidts, fuch a ſituation 
muſt cauſe, deſpair would too often prevail z and 
ſilently with dubious eyes we fathomed the abyts of 
8 TIS ers watlecs 
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_ waters on which we floated, conſidering it as the laſt 
_ terrible aſylum. 4, S'q EY Few F 
In the midft of theſe horrors. the appointed hour 
revolved, and the nature made her agonizing effort, 
In that awful moment [ loft every fenſation of fear, 
and- reſigned myſelf into the hands of my creator z 
| beſeeching him. to recall the troubled foul which fo 
long h2d groaned before him, with that of the tender 
bahe whoſe firſt feeble cries pierced my every 1enſe, 
As ſoon as my weakneſs allowed, . they gave into my 
arms a girl, a dear, a fatherleſs girl, who ſeemed at 
her firſt entrance into exiſtence, | to bewail her un- 
known calzinity. An impulſe fo ſweet, ſo ſtrong, fo 
 facred, it ſeemed as I had never loved til! then, Fee- 
bly ſtraining her to my boſom, I enthuſiaſtically. 


prayed the Almighty to beſtow on her every bleſſing 


ſhe had innocently .wreſted from me, while my fond 
heart-baptiſed her in its tears. Powerful, powerful 
nature ! how did I worfhtp all tky ordinations !. No 
fate can be wrought up to ſuch a beight gf happineſs, 
\ but ſome interwoven, ſorrow chaſtens us with the fad 
| ſenſe of imperfe&tion; nor any ſo ſteeped in miſery, 
but ſome celeſtial ray ftreams through this frail man= 
fion of mortality, ſubliming all its ſufferings, 
__ While my eager eyes gazed unwearted on my 
\new-born cherub, and traced jn her infant linea» 
wents her father's matchleſs beauty, even till they 
ached with fondneſs, fancy pierced thro the veil. 
of futurity to unite each grace of perſun and of mind, 
and enduing her with all, every human claim upon 
my feelings fecmed condenſed, and revived in this 
new one. Uh, hipe ! ſweet ſubſtitute for happi- 
neſs, whoſe mental gildings dawn peri2dicaily upon 
the ſoul, like light upcn creation, awakening and }. 
tnvigorating every aChve principle of being z recall- 
cd by Us rrech ſtable 1ritluence even from the darky 
' the dreary grave, each troubled heart ariſes and 
| thaking off cue heavy dews oi lorrow, flowly reſumes 


Its wonted habits. 'T'he pile converts of experience _ 


| no longer dare appropriate the darling objeQt of 
their witles, but wicckly then :ecelye the appointed 
| | plealure 
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pleaſure, prepared alike either to enjoy or to reſign 
1t. As thus the maternal tve engrafced itfelfin my_ 


ſoul, I perperually endeavoured to impreſs that of 


my dear unfortunate friend with the ſame train of 


ideas. Alas in vain !-——Rather ſurprized at find- 
ing me ſenſible of conſolation, than diſpoſed to re= 


ceive it, ſhe gradually withdrew a confidence I did 


not eaſily miſs, and delivered herfelf up to that cold 
_ and ſullen deſpair, 'which unſettles every principle: 


Intreaties and arguments ſoon loſt all effe@ on her, 
Starting at times from an impenetrable - reyerie, a 


_ broken ſigh would overturn all I conld urge, while 


continued adjurations produced too often a marked 


_ diſguſt. Obliged at intervals to quit the cabin {feſt 
_ even my preſent firuation ſhould fail to proteR it 
from intruders)> and liſten to the hateful addreſſes 

of her boiſterous lover, often did the ſeat of reaton 


appear ſbaken in this dear unfortunate on her re- 


'turn, and a vague and extravagant 'gaiety would _ 
| ſyddenly give place to the decpeft gloom and inani= 
"ty. I ſaw theſe flutuations'with horror, and dread- 
"ed the moment, when a rude demand of marriage 
"fhould bring her fare to a climax. Ah not with- 
_ out reaſon did ] dread it ! One evening, afier a con- 
 'verfation of this kind, I perceiving her more than 
"uſually diſturbed. Neither my prayers, ' nor the 
. pouring rain 'could bring her from the balcony, 
where for hours ſhe told her weary ſteps, I ftarted 

_ *atlaſt from a momentary ſlumber on her re-entering 


the cabin. The dim lamp burning in it, ſhewed her : 
wirh a flow and tottering pace approaching the laſt 


_ afjlum of Lord Leiceſter; ſinking by this repoſitory 
of her breaking heart, ſhe clatped her hands upon 


her boſom with a moſt ſpeaking ſenſe of woe ; 
while over it her fair locks fell wild and diſhevelled, 


\ | heavy with the midnight rain, and ſhivering to its 
| beatings. The wet drapery of her white garments 


ſpread far over the floor, and combined to form ſo 


| pr an image of deſolation, as froze up all my 


aculties. 1 firuggled for articulation, A feeble 


ery alone eſcaped me, -She ſtarted at the ſound from 


=; 
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her icy tupor, and glanced her eyes every where, 


' with that acuteneſs of perception which marks a dif, 
| turbed imagination; then with a long figh funk 


once more into herſelf. A ſecond cry followed by 


her name, my bounding eager heart pronounced, 
She halfaroſe ; the motion of her lips ſeemed con« 
| tending with the dreary ſence of the moment, but not 
£ murmer broke it, —amazement, horror, the wrings 
of death rransfixed me. Springing up with etherial 


lightneſs, even while her feeble frame thivered with 


agony and aficEtion, ſhe fixed on- my convulſed fea- 
tures a long, long look, then waving majeftically a 
| laſt adiev, ruſhed again into the balcony. Unable 


to move a limb, my harrowed ſoul ſeemed, through 


the jar of the elements, to diſtinguiſh her dreadful 
plunge into the world of waters. A ſomething too 
mighty to deſcribe or endure came over me, and ſenſe 
fled before it. 


How long it was ere my careleſs attendant came 
to my relief I know not, but a ſucceſſion of fits,  ac- 


companied with dangerous ſhudderings, anda raging 
fever ſeemed every moment to -promiſe me, from the 
_ ordination of providence, that relief my loft Roſe had © 
'ventureC to precipitate, Whether her fatal example, 
or my ſufferings, influenced my tyrant, his perſecu- 
tion entirely ſublided 3 In the ſhort intervals of rea. 


fon'my weakneſs produced, he condemned his own. 


 condudt, bound himſclt by the moſt folemn promiſes 
to convey me home, and conjured me to ſtruggle for 
life if not for my own fake, ar leaft for that of my 
Infant. Alas, my babe ! when my cheek felt once 
more thy tender breathings, T accuſed myſelt for 
wiſhing to lcave thee, and acknowiedged the fad ne- 


ceflity of hiving, My cruei malady rohbing the 
cherub of her natural tultenance, it was with diffi- 


| Culty ſhe received any other, and the propoſal he 
made n.e of having her baptized, was readily accept= 
ed. That ceremony was performed the ſame even= 
ing. Alas, 'my precious infant, no velyet -piilowed 

_ thy innucent face f no coſtly canopies preſerved it ! 
0 noble ſponivis, with ready arms, contended to 


I ecelve 
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thee ! no father's bleſſing followed that of Heaven g 
thou wert, alas, given by a ſordid nurſe, to a more 
ſordid chaplain, ' and by. a dim lamp, within a nar- 

row cabin, thy woful mother raiſed her feeble head 
| to ſee the child of Lord Leiceſter, a daughter of 
the Houſe of Stewart, conſecrated by the name of 
Mary. do GEN T7, In, TR ES 
Th Red a little from the effets, as well as the 
Impreſſion cauſed by the unhappy cataſtrophe of my 
darling friend, I could not fail to adore that graci» 
ous providence, with whoſe decrees ſhe had dared to 
blend her own, on learning that the inſolent Cap- 
tain had on that fatal evening, by a fall broke his 
arms, and loft the power of moleſting ber. At firſt 
this appeared a bitter aggravation, but ſoon it ſunk 
into my ſoul, and regulated all my future conduR, 
Never! ah never, from «that moment have I ventured 


to yield to raſbneſs and defpair, but when unable to 


obey, I have refolved to endure, How ſeverely has 
this principle been tried ? How often, when over- 
welghed by the heavy hand of misfortune, haveI 
| been obliged to interpole between myſeif and my 
| fate, the fieering form of the beauteous Cecil eſcap» 
ting wy helpleſs will, and ruſting, uncalied, into 
.etcrnity.. heli of es | RE 4 "0 

_ The vain hope of returning to England, with 
which Mortimer had flattered me into health, daily 
_ &<i1in1nifbed ; the alieration of the air, united with the 
_ diſcourſe of the mariners, to prove the period of my 
ditaitrous voyaze approached, I beard the fand, the 

_ univerlal ſhout, and that fweeet emotion ſailors only 

feel at ſight of land, agitated every heart but mine, 
Averſe and glov'ny: 1 -turned my hopeicſs eyes toe. 
wards a ſhore where nature's laviſh hand had ſpread 

@ fertility, which ſeemed to ſcorn the aid of art. 
Ah, where are now the barren bills, the chalky cliffs 
of England ? ſighed 1 1n filence, I perceived St. 

Jago de la Vega, the only town then on the iflandsg 
and in the idea of intereſting the Governor I reſted 
my laſt hope, I knew not that eager to poſſeſs the 
. abundant conveniences wy tyrant had brought over 
; Oh FR | * TI thould 
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T ſhoutd eſcape 'the notice of the inhabitants, or be | 
 confidered as living lumber not w-rth enquiry, 
- Confined within | the narrow hounds of my own c1- 
| bin, Þ had the mortification of hearing the cannon | 


and muſick proclaim the arivaliand depart:re of the 


. Governor and officers, after partaking a ſumptuous 
_ Entertainment 3 and on the ſame evening, while in- 
_ toxication' ſecured the chicf people of the iſland in. 
their own - houſes, TI was landed, and put into a lit- 
- ter, which the. ſlaves of Mortimer b-re towards his 
Plantations, "The few idlers whom curiofhry drew | 
 Fourd me, difregarced my adjurations, and with cold 
 iInſolence examined my features. Their remarks 
- were made in a language I did not underſtand, and 
4 Py diſcerned tney did not wiſh to underſtand - 


mine. roo late recolleted- my being unveiled 
might make them form a falſe judgment of my cha- | 
Tater. Meek by nature, and bowed to the earth by 


\. misfortune, I loſt all powerof contending with my 
_  fateyz and ſuplicating only the almighty, awaited 
- Its dire completion, I perceived it was not with- 
. out -reaſon Mortimer had boaſted of his authority + 
_ with overbearing infolence he now demanded my 
\ hand, and 'bade me remember he was: there a ſove-_ 
. reign, nor did I ſee a being who dared even to mur- 
- mur/ at his will. He preſumed to rally the anguiſh 
. he occaſioned, and even facrilegeouſly to inſult the 
_ cold remains of -that adored huſband whoſe rights he 
ſeemed every moment ready to- violate, Imagina- 
tion had long fiace been exaufted in ſeeking means 
| 


of redreſs. Flight was impoſſible in a country 
where I neither knew the roads, the natives, nor 


- whether it ſupplied any individual wiiling or able to 

. protect me, Many ofthis Spaniſh domeſticks I was 
_ Not permitted to fee z thoſe. that were allowed to 
- approach me appeared hau;hty, repelling, and filent, 
I foon found they compounded with their pride for. 
- the ſervile actions of duty paid to him, by lording 

1t FOWx over his flaies z who, timid by nature, 
an 


ſubdued by cruelty, ſeemed to have Joſt the ve- 


| Tears 


Gnas -- 
Je 
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| Tears, ſighs, and refuſals, could no longer avert or 
_ "even delay the ſacrifice z and having only a few hours 
of ſolitude allowed, to prepare my mind for the ce- 
Temony, I huſhed my ſioiling bahe at niy aching 


breaſt and wearied alike with miſery and prayer, - 


dropt into a flnmhber. -A dream repreſented me 
In the poſition I really was—ſunk on the : ground 


near the coffin of Lord Leiceſter. . Suddenly ]' per 


| ceived the lid was moved. I ſtarted up," impatient 


'to behold the choſen of my heart. I ſaw him once 


* more, tho? wrapt in the garments of the grave—once 


* more I ſaw rich life mantling on that manly cheek, 
and thoſe fine eyes, mine never beheld without plea- 
ſure, once more beamed brightneſs upon me. Sur-. 
prized entranced, I made a thouſand ineffeQtual ef- 


' forts to ſpeak, and holding out my new-born Mary, 
1 ſaw (oh ſweet, though vain deluſion ! ) a father's 
Yarn, enfold her. My ſenſes ſeemed-unequal to the 


"eſtacy ; impenetrable darkneſs ſpreaed over my eyes, ® 


'and a buſt of ethereal muſick abſorbed every facul= 
ty. Recovering all, however, inſtantaneouſly, I look= 


ed upward. Alas, Lord Leiceſter. was aſcending 


"with his daughter in his arms, I demanded her with 


"agonizing cries z and catching at a mantle which 


yet ſeemed within my reach, it fell upon me like the 
\ craſh of nature, 'byuring | me under -an immovable 


'weight, I awakened at the moment. "Tis but a 


dream, cried my fſacted heart, but ſuch'a dream as 
-the horrors of the:approaching moment alone could 
"counterpoiſe. Fate SS BE 


| Scarce had 'T recalled my ſhook ſenſes, when 


"Mortimer, atended by his Chaplain and domeſtics, 
entered my appartment. While the latter were de- 
corating it with Catholic powp, + I ſummoned the 
ſmall remains of my courage to addreſs the prieft, 


who ſtood read M to mock the religion he profeſſed. 


«© By that awful God to whom you are conſecrated, 


hear me ! cried 1, ſinking at his feet, and oh, that he 
may graciouſly impreſs upon your heart the fad 


-proteſl of mine ! by barbarous hands at once widow- 


ed and yetrayed, it is no longer poſlible for every 
| human 


" 
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human power combined to make me happyz -you, 
you alone, may make me wholly miſerable, If to 
complete thoſe manifold evils which the almighty 


| (for ends ] cannot Judge of) has permitted me to 


ſurvive with the violation of every right, both of re= 
| Hgion and morality, can be called mariage, and.you 
as the delegate of Heaven facrilegeoufly to pro-. 
nounce the ceremony, I ſtand herea devoted wretch, 
the hopeleſs, helplcſs, victim of my duty ! But 
mark I adjure you, my laſt declaration. Ihavea_ 
will, which circumſtances can neither alter or bend _ 
delivered up to this abandoned man, it is in his pow-_ 
er_ to make me any thing but his wife, and againſt 
that title my ſoul wifl ever revolt, and my laſt 
| breath protett.**=& Unhapy, deluded young crea= 
| ture, returned the ſordid prieſt in French, were my 
_ conſcience to prevent this marriage,it would be from _ 
a different motive than thoſe you adjure me byz and 
| ſuch is the horror your obſtinate herely inſpiries, that 
did I not hope time, and a better huſband's cares 
would convert your erring heart hardly would I 
venture to unite you with a member of our holy 
_ Church.” Submit yourſelf at once to your fate, 
_ Imperioufly ſaid Mortimer, for to end your hopes of 
the church's interpoſing in your favour | will 
frankly acknowledge ſhe put you into my power,* 
I turned my hands, as well as eyes, in ſpeechleſs 
aſtoniſhment towards Heaven. © Hope not, my fair 
| couſin rejoined he with a malicious ſmile, your ſen- 
_ timental innocence can Cope with the arts of a fiſ- 
terhood of nuns, Wearied- with your obſtinacy, 
fearful of your eſcape, they gladly put you intomy 
Power to enſure their own ſafety.” He pauſed—my_ 
mind took in at once the dreadful truth=my inng- 
 Cence, ah rather ſay ignorance, groaned I mentally, 
| that fatal error which too ſeverly puniſhes itſelf —— 
Hardy ever can T pardon myſelf the extravagant 
_ Credulity. ** Scarce could my mother perſuade me, 
reſumed he, that you would be duped by ſo obyis 
ous a Collufion : fince a fingle moment's reflection 
muſt have convinced you never man pervaded the 
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_ Iaft retreat of diſanointel women b ut by their 
own connivance z and all the precious mummery 0 


on the coffin of Lor 
| memorably avenged.. Surrounded with death in eve- 
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the buſireſs but heightened the pleaſure of the tri- 


_ umph. How could I fail to ſmile to ſee the coffin» 
ed ſpouſe borne in the train of the living one ? who. 
_ proucly clafped a timid heart which knew not then it 


throbbed againſt its maflers ! * Alike unable to ut=- 


ter or ſuppreſs the burning indignation this un« 
_ manly boaſt, this elaborate wickedneſs excited, I + 


fixed my eyes inflexibly on the coffin of Lord Lei- 


_ ceftcr, a'moſt believing heaven itſelf would effeQ a 
miracle in my favour, by renovating my only pro-. 
_ teQor, | 


| The ceremony revertheleſs commenced z 
when a new event transfixed not only me, but every. 


Perſon preſent, A yell, wild, deep, ſbrill, and bor- 
_ _Tible, was ſucceded by a tumult univerſal and tre- 
 mendo!'s, The paleneſs of death crept ftipon the _ 


cheeks of my late inhuman tyrant, who, with hig 


Confederates, turned around his hopeleſs eyes for. 
ſome inſtrument of defence in vain, Impelled by 


deſperation they allruſhed out z but were inſtantly 


.. driven back by the tide of exaſperated ſlaves. Ap= 
Palled by their ferocious eyes, and bloody bands, I 

| ſunk into a ſwoon, but revived as it were by heaven's 

_ appointment to ſee the laſt, the deadly blow given to 


Mortimer ; who reeling a few paces, groaned his laſt 
Leiceſter : thus fignally and 


ry horrid form, I expeCted continually the comple- | 


_ "tion of my deftiny z which Ihad certainly found, but 

that a Spaniard, who was united in the plot of the 
"faves, with the gallantry incident to his nation pro». 
tected me in conſequence of my ſex and wrongs, and 


Jed me away to their rendezvous z afſuring me I 
ſhquid there find ſafety, Terror almoſt annihilated 
my faculties as the ferocious ſlaves ran backward and | 
forward, heaping in theſe huts the bloody plunder 


new murderers every moment ſecured, Having ga= 
| thered together all they thought expedient to ſave, _ 


they loaded the horſes, and each other, haſtening to 
ſecret themſelves in thoſe woods, which by narrow 
"1 | | | palles 


« go 


and unknown, expoſed to the | | 
mage lovers, and only ſafe in the guard they kept - 
_ Over each other ; how ſtrange the tranſition in my 


_ Paſſes led to impenetrable retreats in the mountains. 


Many were the unintelligible diſputes concerning 


me, Many a half raiſed arm, and enflamed eye- 
glared death upon me z but the ſtroke was as eager- 
ly averted by the interpoſition of the generous Ema- 
_ nuel, Yet perhaps his utmoſt intereſt had been une- 


qual to the occaſion, hut that one of the (lives they 


_ called Aimor, ſeemed ſuddenly won over to my 
party. He was among the ringleaders of this- con- 
 fpiracy, and his deciſion filenced every murmur. 
Horſes were ſo precious, that Emanuel could only. 
procure me one by refigning to his confederates his 
| hare of the plunder, which it had been allotted him | 
ko convey. | Sf ET IO OVARY Fs 
Fury now began to give place to fear; and the 
guilty wretches haſtened their departure. The march 


commenced about midnight. Silent, hewildered, awe- 


 firuck, ] had meditated on this ſucceflion of terrible 
events, without extending my views beyond the pre- 
ſent moment and ſ.arce dared look towards the fu- 


ture, To ſee myſelf and infant led away thus ſud- 
genly into avery by a wild and unknowa Jools, þ7 


| ſeared by the oppreſſions of their murdered mafter to 


all ſenſe of humanity, throggh A _— alike w Id 
e. inſults of two new 


fate ! I yer bent my ſoul to the power, who by ſuch 


| exemplary juftice, releaſed m2 from Mortimer, and 
_ thought every other evil leſs than being confirmed 
his wife, fince that alone was without any remedy 


buc dearth. | | OR. ww” 
Ere we had made any conſiderable progreſs in oF 


fearful Journey, the roling clouds became tinftured 


with a vivid crimſon, and my companions were ſeiz- 


ed with the confternation incident to guilt. Not« 
_ withflanding they had uſed every precaution to Ccon= 


ceal-their ravages, on the ſpot fiom whence they had 


 Elcaped till out of the reach of danger, ſome unex- 


tinguiſhed ſpark had caught fire, and extending 
through the Tange of buildings, I ſaw the rich, 
| | | | though 
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_ Taft retreat of diſapointel women b ut by their 


own connivance ; and all the precious mummery of 
the buſireſs but heightened the pleaſure of the tri- 


 umph. How could 1 fail to ſmile to ſee the coffin- 


ed ſpouſe borne in the train of the living one ? who 


 proucly clafped a timid heart which knew not then it 


throbbed againſt its maſflers ! * Alike unable to ut- 


| ter or ſuppreſs the burning indignation this un» 


manly boaſt, this elaborate wickedneſs excited, I 


fixed my eyes inflexibly on the coffin of Lord Lei- 
E _reftc r, a'moit believing heaven itſelf would effet a 


miracle in my favour, by renovating my only pro- 
teftor, The ceremony revertheleſs commenced z 


| When a new event transfixed not only me, but every _ 


perſon preſent. A yell, wild, deep, ſbrill, and hor- 
Tible, was ſucceded by a tumult univerſal and tre- 
mendo:'s, The paleneſs of death crept Qpon the 


Cheeks of my late inhuman tyrant, who, with his 


confederates, turned around his hopeleſs eyes for 
ſore inſtrument of defence in vain, Impelled by 
deſperation they allruſhed out 3 but were inſtantly 


_ driven back by the tide of exaſperated ſlaves. Ap= 


palled by their ferocious eyes, and bloody hands, I 


ſunk into a ſwoon, but revived as it were by heaven's 
appointment to ſee the laſt, the deadly blow given to 


Mortimer ; who reeling a few paces, groaned his laſt 
on the coffin of Lord Leicefter : thus fignally and 
memorably avenged.. Surrounded with death in eve- 


Ty horrid form, I expeQted continually the comple- 
tion of my deſtiny z which I had certainly found, but 
| that a Spaniard, who was united in the plot of the 
faves, with the gallantry incident to his nation pro» 
_ tected me in conſequence of my ſex and wrongs, and 
Jed me away to their rendezvous; afſuring me LI 
 ſhquld there find ſafety. Terror almoſt annihilated 


my faculties as the ferocious ſlaves ran backward and 
forward, heaping in theſe huts the bloody plunder 
new murderers every moment ſecured, Having ga= 


_ thered together all they thought expedient to ſave, 


they loaded the horſes, and each other, haſtening to 
ſecret themſelves in thoſe woods, which by narrow 
Ry palles 
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_ and unknown, expoſed to t | | 
| made lovers, and only ſafe in the guard they kept 


paſſes led to impenetrable retreats in the mountains. 


Many were the unintellizible diſputes concerning. 
me, Many a half raiſed arm, and enflamed eye- 


pp death upon me z but the ſtroke was as eager- 
1y averted by the interpoſition of the generous Ema=- 
 nuel, Yet perhaps his utmoſt intereſt had been une- | 
_ qual to the occaſion, but that one of the (lives they _ 
_ cailed Aimor, ſeemed ſuddenly won over to my. 
Party. He was among the ringleaders of this con-. 


ſpiracy, and his deciſion filenced every murmur. 


Horſes were ſo precious, that Emanuel could only 
| Procure me one by reſigning to his confederates his 
fhare of the plunder, which it had been allotted him 
... $0 convey,. Rr rr red > 


Fury now began to give place to fear; and the 


guilty wretches haſtened their departure. The march 
commenced about midnight. Silent, hewildered, awe-. 

| firuck, ] had meditated on this ſucceſſion of terrible 

_ events, without extending my views beyond the pre- 


ſent moment and ſ.arce dared look towards the fu- 


ture. To ſee myſelf and infant led away thus ſud-_ 
| Genly into livery by a wild and unknown pFople, 


ſeared by the oppreſſions of their murder-d maſter to 
all ſenſe of humanity, through a country alike w 1d 
fe inſults of two new 


over each-other ; how ftrange the tranſition in my 
fare ! I yer bent my ſoul to the power, who by ſuch 


exemplary juſtice, releaſed m2 from Mortimer, and _ 
thought every other evil leſs than being confirmed 
his wife, fince that alone was without any remedy | 


but death. v1 REY | "5: 
Ere we had made any conſiderable progreſs in oF 


fearful Journey, the roling clouds became tinflured 


with a vivid crimſon, and my companions were ſeize _ 


ed with the conſternation incident to guilt. Not« 


withſtanding they had uſed every precaution to Con= | 
ceal-their ravages, on the ſpot fiom whence they had 


_ Eſcaped till our of the teach of danger, ſome Unex» 
Utinguiſhed fpark had caught fire, and extending 


through the range of buildings, 1 ſaw the rich, 
he Ms | ___ though 


, 


_ fouls this fearful moment enlarges, 
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though ravaged poſſeſſions of Mortimer, one univers ; 
fa] conflagration. The apprehenſion this. diffuſed. 


through, the midnight wanderers, gave place in me 
to a nearer and more aff=-Qing remem brance. . Sad 


and filent tears ftreamed down my cheeks, when I 


conſidered the whole riches of his baſe rival formed 
but the funeral pile of Lord Leiceſter. Farewell! 


a long farewel ! ſighed forth my oppreſſed; ſoul. 


OH, moſt beloved ! Oh, moſt avenged ! Whatever 
fate heaven ſhail appoint thy perſecuted widow, 


humbly let her ,obey the, God, fo fignally interred. 
thee !—-Alas! a few hours and no memorial of thy 
_ exiſtance will remain, except that poor babe who 
__ feehly trembles to, the beatings of her mother's heart, 
No, faithful. hand ſhall ſeparate the aſhes of the inju= 
Ter and the injured: Yet let me not complain, fince 


the, fiat of the Almighty ſhall awfully adjudge the 

As Emanuel ftiil watked by me, I ſought from 
him to underſtand the cauſe of the preſent inſurrec=_ 
tion and the different motives of himſelf and com- 


_ Panions, ** Thoute ofthe flaves, faid that generous 


proteQor, . are like their natures, wild and various 
my . own, ſimply juſtice and love, The tyrannic 
Mortimer, whoſe fate no being will ever deplore, 


© eſtabliſhed Hhimie'f in this iſland, no leſs by the fa= 
 vour of Philip the Second, than by marrying the 
fiſter of the preſent Governor, Don Pedro de Sylva. 


In that nobleman he met a kindred mind 3 meang 
mercenary, oppreſſive, and cruel z inone particular 


| alone they differed; Mortimer was by nature bold 


and enterprizing 5 Don Pedro cautious and timid. 


The enormities of the firſt, however, always found 


ſhelter in the injuſtice of the latter z and Don Pedro 


Not daring . to Carry on in his perſon that piratical _ 
and 11licit trade which alone can enrich individuals 


in the infancy of a ſeitlement, ſecretly ſhared with. 
his biuther-in-law the purchafe and the profic, while 
Mortimer wav» the only oftenſible perſon, had any 
legal enquiry ariſen. The arrogance, cruelty and 


' Vanity of Morgimer, Iecelved a fatal increaſc by the 
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_ that of Mortimer. 


| fivn thus corroded my very ſoul, and prepared me 
_ for the incident whic 


the tyrant, 


fſcrable flaves, 
_ was exhauſted in cruelty and oppretlion, In vain my 
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accumulation of wealth, and ſet him above all re- | 
| ftraint Don Pedro, conſcious he was in his power, 
ventured not to queſtion, much leſs puniſh his con= _ 
dud, - The intervals between: his frequent voyages 
deftroyed the peace, and ſhortened the days, of Don- | 


na ViQoria, the uncomplaining vitim of her bro-. 


| ther's and huſband's rapacious league. I came with 
herinto the tamily as her major domo, a poſt which 


rendering me a witneſs of the brutality of Morti- 


mer, ſoon turned the diſguſt he generally inſpired” 


into hatred, I was. the foſter brother of Vicoria, 


and attached to her by a - reverence ſo profound, 


that I inſenfibly adopted her wrongs as my own. 


 Ungoverned and licentious in every inftance, but. 
more eſpecially when women were the objeQs, force 


generally was employed by Mortimer, where fraud 
taiied to ſucceed x; and thoſe domeſtics alone held 


_ Tank in his family, who were readily. ſubſervient to 
| bis groſs and vicious pres My views died with my 
| lady, and I ſhould g 


( adly have quitted him to return 
to Spain, but that he meanly retained a conſiderable. 
ſum, I had been provident. enough to ſave, as well 2 
a legacy Donna Victoria had bequeathed me. Every 


complaint, or even ſolicitation for my own, was | 
 filenced with the moſt haughty 


 Iwpriſonment ; a ſentence I aol ſaw inflicted for. 
no greater faults 


threats of perpetual 


F Nor could ] ever hope to quit the 
iland, as the conſent of the Governor depended' on 
'The ſenſe of undeſerved oppreſ- 


h at laſt nerved my arm agaiaft 
Mcan while the baſe accomplices of his pleaſures 
and his crimes, aſſumed a ſovereignty over the mi= 


which they exctcitcd till invention 


Nature ſhrunk at the ſHght of Qcalamities ] knew not 
how to remedy z unable to quit the i{)and, or recover | 


my muney, two years elapled in fruitleſs, and ioine- 


tin es deſperate projets, I ſaw che perſecuted ſlaves 
ripe for rcbellivn, aud only waiting a favourable 
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 morrent to riſe and ſacrifice their train of opreſſors. 


and though I did not propoſe to join the confederacy, 


I concealed it with a ſullen fati-faction, till the day 
_ which at once determined my conjut, Need I fay 


it was that which brought you thither? When I ſaw 


_ you alike irradiated'by innocence and beauty, led in- 
to thoſe unhallowed walls—when I faw the tear of _ 
_ misfortune fall on your beanteous babe, like the 


ſprings chaſte dews upon the. early bloſſom, 1 was 
perfuaded your nature intuiti\iely ſhuddered at the 
monſterz and I ſwore to preſzrve you at the hazard 


of my life z- nay even at the moment. bope ſhould be. 


annihilated in your heart, | joined at once in the 


_ conſpiracy z the hands were ready, the head alone 
"had been wanting, By various artifices I procured 
arms for the ſlaves, and fixed the infurreQicn: on. 
| the day appointed for your marriage, as that on 
which Mortimer and his favourites would be wholly 
Occupied, and) of courſe unguarded. The hand of 


Heaven ſurely guided all our operations, "The various 
villains have attoned (as far at leaſt as life can atone} 


_ for their complicated iniquities. But, al:s! Madam, _ 
1] did not ſufficiently look into. conſequences, It is 


dangereus to arm the enraged and the ignorant, I. 
know, too late, your lite and mine depends on a 
frail terure, and only. ſoJeuwnly aſſure you while 


mine laſts . yours ſhall be ſafe. T heſe uninformed, 


deſperate wrietches, with whom we are ſurrounded, 


are not the ſimple happy beings injurious tyranny 
_ firſt found them. Infiicted cruelty has hardened their 
hearts and the ſight of untaſted luxuries corrupted 
them. Their own wants have increaſed with the _ 


knowledge of other people's enjoyments, and what 
they greatly. deſire, they have learnt © go any lengechs 


to atia'n, Why ſhould + conceal from you that your 


only proſpect of fatery is the hope of being over= 
taken, though that to nie 18 1nevitable ruin, "The 


| fatal fire, theretore which 1s now theſe entangling 
 o0Gs, aluolk hides from us is of all the wond:rs of 


the {ate evening, the moſt vitible interpouſition of 
Haven in yourfayor,”, A OE | GE; 
The 


 wande1ers. 


' The nobility of ſentiment incident to. the Spaniſh 
nation, eſpecially whatever relates to the ſofter ſex, 
_ prevented that, ſurpriſe fo romantic a generoſity muſt 


otherwiſe have occaſioned, To. pratily a requeſt 
made with the higheſt refpeQt, I entered into a 


Tecital of my own hapleſs ſtory. Aimor, with jealous 
care, adhered to that fide of my horſe not guarded by 
' Emanuel, and not comprehending a word of the 


language in which I ſpoke, depended on his rival 


| for tranſlating it; who no doubt, gave it every con- 
 fruction moſt favourable to his own views. The 
information that I was the daughter of a Queen, ran 

_ through the troop, and ſoftened their ferocity : but 
ſoon on that pompous diſtintion, were grounded 
vain. hopes of ſome imaginary good they were all to 
_ derive from me—from me, wko was, in fact, the 


| moſt helpleſs and unprotected of all the miſerable 


I pondered much on Emanucl's remark, that my 


ſafety could only be aſcertained from our being over- 
| taken ; but when I conſidered the deſperate flate of 
all with me, ſhould that happen, hardly dared T hope 

| Its Still we journeyed onward, through the woods 
the ſtars of Heaven could ſcarcely penetrate ;' ard 
when I recollefted the frightful wild mountains be 
yond them, in which myſelf and babe muſt infallibly 
be buried for life, how did my heart die within me! 
But when to that fear was added the dread of evils yet 
more horrible, hardly could my ſenſes ſupport the 
_ oppreſſion. Atmor, I was convinced, would not 
want the aid of his whole party, and how could TI 
hope one generous individual would be able to firus- 
gle with a tide of combining foes? But even if Ema- 

- nuel had the addreſs to manage them all, would not. - 


expeQations in his own favour, hardly leſs fearful to 
my thoughts, ariſe in his heart? Through the chill. 
windings of the deſert woods, I raiſed my ſoul to 


him whoſe eye pervades alike the gloom cf midnight. 


and the blaze of noon, and ſcmething ſ-emed to a{- 


ture my finking ſpirits, he r:{.ued me not from the - 
horrors of the Receſs, thus to al andon me, — 1 did 


194 -.: -.1*-B.-R-E-C'E. 88S; :&e, 

Pot err in that devout confidence. The dawn of day 
®bliging the body to be more guarded in their march. 
they- choſe a lone hollow, and halte1'to ſend forth 
Tcouts, and refreſh themſelves. Alas, I fighed for the. 
poor wretches, who ſeduced by European crimes to a 
dire imitation -of them, had wanted forefight to pro- 

-\F cure themſelves the common comforts, which 

”, - alone rendered life indurable, though overwhelm- 


"l | | ed with gaudy trifles they knew not how to en- 
| Joy. EE OL Rs 

Ws The temporary calm into which they ſunk, was 
'Þ fearfully interrupted, The ſcouts ſent . out preſſed 
j | back, with immediate notice that they were inter- 
'' cepted, and ſo hemmed in that it was impoſſible to _ 
 _, Proceed a mile farther. 'Though by this notice my _ 
5 own ſafety was aſcertained, my very ſoul partook 
'F the muſery of my companions, The wretched wo- 
18 men threw their arms, for the.laft time, round their 


'Fi _ deipairing huſbands, and bathed them with tears ſo 
| bitter, as 'might waijh out the flains of blood yet re- ' 
cent, The men thus totally devoted, with a ftern 
and unaltered brow, ſeized their arms, ard refolved 
to ruth upon the broken parties, gracing their own 
© geath, by making the lofts equal to their enemies. 
|| | Even fome of their wives rendered furious by the 
| occaſion, followed with ſuch ſfeattered weapons as 
2 | they. could collect, and the reft, no lels tamed, ga- 
ll | - thered themſelves and haplets children round me, as 
'Y if-T could preſerve them; purſuing _ their friends 
M with a cry might ſhake the thrane of mercy. Aimor 


'F aud Kmanuel caft a lingering eye towards the foot of _ 
qt that tree at which T fat, apparently the Queen of _ 
| ' © 2 _ Sorrow. Ir was drealſul to make a viſible diitincti- 
© 02 at that moment, an4 perhaps embitter their laſt, 
* Laying my babe upon my Jap, T tendered a hand to 
| each; th? boon was eagerly accepted. Even the 


lavage became humanized, an impaſſioned tear fell on. 
the haiid that ithuddercd at his touch ; while Ema- 
| 'nuel, more gpraceiully oblequiaus, bowed to the 
* earth, . then over the offered haud, removing his 
ardent eye trom ny face to that of his rival Adieu, 


nol} 
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' moſt worſhipped of women !' cried the gallant Spani- 
ards, adieu for ever! How many evils does death 


fave us all from !** 


During. the horrible interval of blood and flavgh- 


| ter, TI endeavoured to cloſe my ears to the lound of 


the firing, which was echoed by the agonizing groans 
of the wretches round me. The conflict was ſhort; 


and bands of Europeans pierced through thote ſhades, 
where a few minutes had made fo navy helplels wi- 


dows. Thoſe' guilty, but unfortunate women, pro- 


ſtrating themſelves before the preſented pieces, en- _ 


deavoured, by the moſt -Jubmifhive geflures, ard of= 
ters of their children, to affuage the wrath of the 1n- 
cenſed victors. I feebly aroſe likewiſe, and prefling 
forward to the apparent leader, aftoniſhed him with _ 
the ſizht of a white among the ſurvivors. I exhauſt-, 


ed my little remaining firength in ſoliciting pro= 


teQtion for myſelf and child, and pity for my compa» 
nions. He heard, without comprehendiro me; his 
very ſoul was intently fixed on the ſcattered riches 


this reduction of the ſlaves put into his hands, and 


neither myſelf, my daughter, or my fate, ſeemed an 
obje&t worth regard. 'The whole party bufily em- 
ployed themlelves in collecting the valuables of eve=- 
ry kind, and afterwards taking into cor {tderation the. 


| luiman plunder fortune once more reſtored to them, 


they drove off the female flaves, ard their children, 
bending beneath the weight of miſery, fatigue and 


Emerging from the depth of thoſe unwholeſome 


woods, throvgh which I had wandered, I lifted my 
eyes devoutly towards that riſing orb, which ſeems 


no lefs to give light to the mind than the creation : 
and called on the pleaſing proſpect of the future, to 
counterat the horrible impreſſions of the palt. Re- ' 
ſtored by this extraordirary means once more to ci- 
vilized ſociety, my heart acknowledged the charm, 


the ſimple, the ſolitary charm of liberty, and 1pring+= 
Ing forward toward England, overleaped every in- 
tervening obſtacle. Corvinced, by tatal experjerce 


at once of ike fragility of human happireſs, and the 
L 2 -*.-.”, , petlecutions 


; he LE H : oh : 
i 1966 THE RECESS, &c. 
| | perſecutions to which nature's. deareſt gifts too often 
i expole us, the bright forms of love, ambition, and 
if | glory, vaniſhed, leaving no image for my fancy to 
iiþ4 | reſt on but Content, I ſaw her meek eye lifted 
T8 to her heaven-born ſiſter, Reſignation : whoſe hal- 
Ul | Jowed beams ſtreamed through her earthly cottage, 
'Þ mmpearling every tcar; and my foul fig:.ed after the 
Þ peace of which I found it yet capable. The Cear, 
! unconſcious partaker of my wayward fate, with ma- 
, BY an innocent ſmile, revived my Tpirits; and devot=- 
\# ed to this only obje&t of my pleaſures, I fought in 
'Þ | her to cloſe the Gals of every other care. ED 
|| The curioſity I had at firſt excited among the 
ili whole party, extended not beyond common enqui- 
il _ Ties, and as I ſpoke no Spaniſh, and French was but 
I indifferently underſtood by either them or myſelf, I 
it t 


_ could hardly hope greatly to intereſt them in my fax 
vor. I had made them comprehend I was a near 
_Telation.of the murdered Mortimer, but that circum- 
 Rance, far from intereſting, ſeemed rather to alienate 
__anddiſpyſt them, RR CY © 
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It was night ere we reached St. Jago de la Vega 
vhere we found the inhabitants univerſally under 
arms, and eagerly expeCting the return of thoſe ſent 
after the rebellious fugitives. Confounded with thoſe 
erfecuted wretches—unſheltered from the taunts, 
_ inſults, and execrations of an incenſed populace, I 
_ fourd myſelf yet the victim of angry fortune ; and 
_ overworn with ſuffering, dropt ſenſeleſs at the door 
_ of a priſon, where I underſtood my journey was to. 
Tv? end. I revived on a miſerable bed, in a dark room, 
| without any companions ; but conſcious of ſafety, as 
WW! well =s free from guilt, I recommended myſelf to God, 
'' _ _ ard ſunk into the happieſt repoſe I had known fince 
[3 -,-  Tpafſed the fatal gates of Roven.. EI 
| - -- A black ſlave brought me ſome coarſe proviſions 
* , In the morning, nor did I know till the evening that 
It was meant to ſuſtain myſelf and child for the day. 
It proved, however, more than ſufficient ; for my 
 conflitution, which had hitherto refiſfted every dan- 
ger, had now received a ſhock of the molt driperet e 
| he x ind. 
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| Kind. Racked with intolerable pains through all _ 
my limbs, I was ſenfible, too late, that my own 1m- 


| Prudence had added a malady of body to all my 


mental ſufferings, During the laſt awful conflict, 


when the offending rebels expiated with life the ra- 
vages they had committed, T, in common with the 

females they had left behind, had thrown myſelf on 
the damp ground, alike through wearineſs and ter- 
Tor, 'The unwholeſome chills from a ſpot which 


yet the ſun never penetrated, ftiffened every joint ; a 


_ Ttheumatic fever was the cruel conſequence. Alone, | 
_ uncomforted, unaflifted, conſumed by an internal _ 


Taging fire, I groaned, I ſhrieked with intenſe tor- 
ture, The ſtarts and cries of my little one, alone 
informed me I had done ſo; I huſhed her on a bo- 
lom I feared would ſcorch her, and eagerly ſwallow 

ing whatever liquid was brought me, had hardly 1n- 


tervals of ſenſe enouph to ſhare with my babe, or 


ſufficiently to provide for her nouriſhment. 'The. 
days of this exceſſive miſery were unnumbered—1n- _ 
ſenſibly the ſever ſubfided ; but left a lameneſs hap- 
pter hours, and inceſſant care. could never cure. 
When returning reaſon allowed me to cxtend my 


_ reflections beyond the preſent evil, I recoileRed from 
the time elapſed, that my imprifonment muſt be de- 

_ cided and perpetual, Emanuel had tuld me the Go- 

_ vernor was timid, mean, and avaricious ; forgctful of 


this I had informed my conduCtors of the family tye 


| between myſelf and Mortimer ; which rendering me 


his natural heir, this unworthy Governor had doubt- | 
leſs annihilated my claim to poſſeflions he was re 


| ſolved to appropriate, by claſſing me with the mur- 


derers, among whom I was found : and by an arbi» 
trary proceeding, (not uncommon there, if Emanuel 
might be relied on) ſentenced me at once, not dar- 
wg to venture a judicial enquiry. 'The langour in=- 
cxcent to ſuch inceſſant ſufferings, both of body and 
mind, as I had for a courſe of time endured, render- 
ed me leſs ſhocked and grieved at this, than many 
other contingencies. It ſeemed in my power to die 
and difappoint the /malice of my oppreſſors, It was 

| on BW _ only 
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only to remit a little care of myſelf, and my conſti- 
tution wonl] finally give way. Perhaps I ſhould 
have delivered mylel{ wholly up to the 1dea, but that. 
the firſt preat tie of nature, fill wound round my 
bleeding heart. My fate, 1aid I to myſelf, is fully, 
15 finally accompliſhed. A fad inheritor of my mo- 
ther's misfortunes, methinks they are all only retrat-_ 
ed in me—led like her, a guililels captive through a 
vinaictive- mob, the obje of vulgar inſult, aid op- 

probrium—lke her encloſed unjuſtly in a' prifon, 
even 1m the blcbm of life a broken conſtitution is an- 
ticipating the 1nfirmities of age, And ſhall the ſimi- 

tude end here ? No, let me like her, extract forti- 
tute from each accumulating injury, and if the will 
&: my Maker ſhortens the common term of life al- 
Iatted to mortality ch, let me come into his preſence. 
a lpotlefs martyr ! and thou, ſweet babe, permitted 
like the palm trec to Houriin under OPPrC1HON, ſur 0 


Jy Tor {ome great end hait thou iuryived the fuccet- | 


dare thy mother once. Wilk to Gelert thee !'. . 

The days, Madam, thus ſtrangely paſt on. The 
female flave I have mentioned appeared every morn- 
ing, and performing the common offices of life in 
filence, placed near re the food allotted, and vaniſh- 
ed till the next, Imagine not I went on thus, with- 
out aitemptins? at leait to alcertain my imputed 
crime, but I found the poor wretch 1o totally deat, that. 
not one word reached her, nor did ſhe Ipeak any 
other language than her own, and very impertiect 
Spaniſh, to which I was a ſtranger. Neither could I 


Hon of calamiies which toreran thy exiſtence, nor. 


convey to her by ſigns, ideas I could find no viſible - 


obje&t to repreſent ; the tender graces of my daugh- 
ter, n<verthel=is operated gradually on the untaught 


foul of of th2 Negro, and T had reaſon to think ihe 


would evex have connived at my eſcape, but that _ 
ſuch a meaſure would only have increaſed my misfor- 


tunes, While thus without a friend, a home, or a hope. 
One only circumſtance embittered my mind with 
G1 tant remembrances; the tower in which I was 
coafined adjoined to the fort, and had one window 
| ns com» 
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drew 1nto this narrow bound, thoſe fears, 
withes and employments, which in rapid ſucceſſion 
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mmanding the fea, the other. looked toward the 
inland country. The cannon conflantly procleimed 
the arrival, or departure of every veſſel, aud my 
eager heart irrefiſtibly impelled me towards the win-. 
dow. But it was not for me they came—no hope of 


' a releaſe==no well krown face to greet me—- thoſe 
ſhips that departed impreſſed me with ideas yet more 


painful and gloomy. The arms of England, diJzonr 
England, often enriched every ſtreamer, ard niy 


fick foul groaned under the conviction, that I null 


never hope to view the port, which wovld reſtore 
thoſe mariners (comparatively careleſs of the acvar - 
tage) to the local ties of country, kirdred, and 


frierd{hip; to all that gives charms to exillence.--- 
— Haunted by a pleaſure which was always in my 


view, without being ever in my reach, I could net 
ſubdue the killing emotions thus raifcd in my foul, _ 
The growth of my child alone marlked to nie the 


_ progreſs of time. Ah ! moment how ſweet art ihou 
yet to my memory, when firſt ker little voice firove 


at articulation 1 'The | bieSeqa name of -moiter <* 
engii. proke he. orcar fiieves of my prooy;,  vn1: 
hardly the celeftial founas of hovering Angels, had 
I been launching into eternity, could gie me a vit- 
limer pleaſure. I ſaw her walk with -a traniport 
ſcarce inferior. Engrofled by, and devoted to 1kis 


ſole obje@ of my eyes and heart, which the gracious 


author of univerſal being permitted her to fill, I no 


longer repined at my unmerited captivity, Only 


anxlous leſt any one ſhould ſuſpet my poſſeflion_ 


of this invaluable gem, I felt ready to hide ber, exen 
waen the old ſlave made her daily appearance. The 


common raiment with which we were periodically 
lupplied, I became ingenious in fitting to her lit- 
tle form; and by that inſenfible contraction of 


our faculiics, which extends through nature, al- 


though it is only obſerved in the organs of bght, T: 
opes 


111] up our lives, and leave behind a remembrance 


we always revert to with fatisfattion, and often con- 


ecive to have been happineſs, 


I -:4:: Fearſut 
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Fearful at fome intervals, leſt the want of air or 
exerciſe ſhould nip. my beauteous bloſſom, I de- 
_ Yifed a thouſand little plans to make her run within 
her narrow bounds ; and ſtrengthen a conflitution 
born perhaps to trials, not inferior to thoſe which 
had blighted her mother's youth. I held her to the. 
window, morning and evening, and found the winds 
cf Reaven blew not lefs pure through iron bars than 
_ gilded Jattices. Ah, ſurely wy memory does not err 
wacn I fay with the poet, that DE Es 


From the children of the firſt-born Cain, 
To him who did but yeſterday ſuſpire, ' 
*Fhere was not ſuch a gracious ereature born ; _ 

| For nature's gifts ſhe might with lillies vie, _ 
And with the half blown roſe. _ 


I was one day holding the dear child to the even. 
ing air, her little hands now graſped the rough bars, 
and now were extended through them, while her ins 
bg LOI ED + Fad Meorkay's. attention. 
"NOCENT TONEUEC  beguilea DTaza Svanc. ambwoiernc's "ops fines oe 
Vo_m De be a—_l. RS. A Hz BY v — - apart 
"nog - pre op rape «a JIACKE WOMAN, appa- 
rently of diſtinon, leaning under an awning, raiſed 
at no great diſtance ; and while ſhe talked buſily to 


the ſlaves who were fanning her, the eyes of all were 


turned intently on my infant. I ſnatched her. away, 

with an apprehenſion the moſt lively I had for years 
felt; I even abſented myfelf from the window for _ 
a long time, when venturing a' glance, without ap- 

proaching near enough to be ſeen, I percemed her 
eyes were ſtill fixed on my priſon, and the repoſe of | 
' that night was wholly defiroyed by a vague fear the 
next day confirmed. At the fame hour ſhe returned 
ain to the ſame pavillion, and after wang 
< window in vain, as I no longer dared prone | 
it) ſhe ſhewed manifeſt tokens of chagrin and diſap- 
pointment, Alas, this was not at all. My old Negro 
appeared ſoon after, and delivering me an uninte li 
gible meſſage, demanded my daughter. I prayed, 
wept, intreated, groaned to the poor wretch, whole 
eyes alone of all her ſenſes ſeemed affeted by my 
agonies. After a thouſand incompreheuſible ſigns 
| | | on 
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on her part, and reſolute refulals on my own, ſhe 
ſnatched the child from thoſe weak arms which 
' wanted an equal power of reſiſtance, and left me 
ſtretched on the floor from the lameneſs I have men- 
honed, CE ig gn arr FO: 

It was long ere IT had courage to approach the 


window ; but collefting every power of mind and - 


| bely, I at length ventured thither, I ſaw my dar- 
ling child ſeated on cuſhions at the feet of the woe 


| man, whoſe power tore her from me, laden with 
| toys and overwhelmed with careſſes. This, however, 
| was but a ſmall relief to my maternal anguiſh, while _ 
uncertain whether TI had not loſt her ſor ever : nor 
_ did my apprehenfions dimmiſh, when I ſaw the at- _ 
tendant ſlaves bear their miſtreſs away on a covered 
couch, with my ehild in her arms. Ah then my_ 


priſon became a dungeon indeed ! I ſmote my head 


againſt the encloſing bars, and the air echoed to my | 


| groans. They were only relieved by the return of 
my old ſlave, who leading in my lamented cherub, 


once more bleſt my arms with the burthen. My 
heart ruſhed ſo - impetuouſly towards her, that it 


ſeemed to extend through my whole gs 


frame. As I ſurveyed the recovered bleſſing with _ 
added fondr.efs, I perceived the gentle black I had fo 


_ injuriouſly diftruſted, had laviſhly adorned the tender 


object of a ſurpriſing attachment, Imagine a _ we | 
_ tween three or four years old, ſhghi, graceful, fair, 
and blooming, whoſe amber locks the hand of nature 


| had twined into a thouſand ſpiral rings, which fell 


over a looſe veſt of filver muſlin, pirt with roſes; 

| her little arms and ancles encircled with fanciful 
© bracelets, of different coloured beads, while her hand 

| bore a gilt baſket, filled with fruits, of the country. 


She ſeemed a being of another world, "deſcending to 


| bleſs this—While yet in the;grms of her fable con- 


ductor, ſhe appeared to me like a fiew born light, re= 
poling on the boſom of chaos. IT took the little lux- 


| uries ſhe offered, and while indulging a ſenſe time 


and abſtinence had aimoſt annihilated, worſhipped 
the hand which thus at ho reientats: - rag 
| 45 | 


= 


4. 
2 uy, 
«4 
" 

4 

4 

RM 

; k 
Ta, 

t 

' 


# 3-4 - _ : 
4 : TY P . — e 3 a, n 
RS DEE EEE... Eo dns et woe eee ed MAAS ro uereon men 


202 THE RECESS, &e. 


Ah, Madam, it 1s only in the early ſeaſons of 
heavy viſitatiors we dare to repine; when miſery once 
Teaches the extreme, It has always falutary effeQs._ 
- Purified entirely from the vain wants and wiſhes, 
_ our pride and our paſſions for a long time repreſent, 
as the very eſfertials of our being, we then ſet a due 
value on the commoneſt bleffings, and ſoon find in 
every thing an enjoyment. LO | 
When I pondered over the infinite and various 
adrantages my daughter might derive from the par- 
riality of a woman, whoſe authority was great enough 
| to open the doors of our priſon, my heart became 
_ lenſible of hopes in her favor, I had long ceaſed to 
inculge in my own; and refigning myſelf to the prof-. 
pect, I ſunk into a repoſe which might almoſt be 
called happy. A ſhort time habituated me to perio- 
dically parting with, and receiving my daughter, 
always laden with ſome little preſent, conducive 
either to my health or comſort. Our benefafrefs too, 
ever kindly retired to the ſpot I could command, as 
If defircus to gratify me, at the ſame momert with 
herſelf; and greatly indeed did ſhe fulfil her purpoſe. 
I faw, in ſpite of that fatality which had long var 
over my unhappy family, an ezertion of Heaven in 
ſavour of my child, which enculraged me to hcpe a 
favourable revolution at fome {perhaps not diflant) 
eriod : while m the tedious interval, the means of 
Roakk and comfort were amply beſtovred on her, ard 
the latter, through her means, on her exhauſted mo- 
ther. | Pe | OR | Wo” 
At ſome intervals, weeks, nay a month, would. 
elapſe, without my daughter's being ſent for, by 
which I concluded ſome one in ftill higher authority, 
_ controled the ations of her Negro friend : though 
the benefits in a preat degree remained to us : whole- 
| ſome fruits, better proviſions, more agreeable cloth- 
' Ing and a more watchful attendance. TI fometires | 
wonftered the woman, who thus generouſly alleviated 
our tufferirgs, never once enquired into the origin 
| but having learnt, by painful experience, the im- 
_ propriety of judging without information, I ft31l one 
| ' ter 
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tered myſelf with the profpet of a releaſe; which at 
the worſt I conſidered as only delayed, v1 I corld 
perfet my daughter in the woeful tale of thoſe later 
events, which thus unjuſtly confined ussÞ—uF © 
In proceſs of time, I underſtood from my tweet 
Mary's improved accents, that our benefaftrels was | 
named Anana : and never. from that moment <id my 
| ſoul offer up a prayer, in which that name (however 
unhallowed) was not included, ie 
The total ignorance in which my daughter's mind 
yet remained, Jhocked and prieved me. Being wholly 
| without books, I knew not any manner of ſupplying 
their place, and could only ſubſtitute principles for 
modes, and inſtil into her tender mind the religious 
and moral documents, which yet exifted in minee 
I endeavoured to give her 5n idea of the nature and 
_ appeararce of books.. I every day made her repeat 
that word a hundred times ; I charged her to do 10 
immediately, whenever ſhe viſited Anara, But what- 
_ ever the reaſon, I ſaw her near eipht years old ap- 
parently, without having been able to procure he 
_ the advantage, or myſelt the relief of reading. 
___ 'Thus innocently and happily employed, I one day 
ſaw my priſon door thrown open, and the interview 
fo long defired, unexpectedly granted me. Anana 
entered in mourning. I incoherently blended the 
dictates of gratitude and ſorrow, 'The amiable Anana- 
told me in broken French, ſhe came to comfort me, 
Charmed to find it in my power to render myſelf in- 
| telligible to her, I related briefly my ftory, which 
her complacency aſſured me ſhe did not half under- 
 fiand. It was with the utmoſt difficulty I compre- 
hended from her, that Don Pedro de Sylva, the unjuſt. | 
Governor, who had condemned me without examina- 
tion, was at length dead ; that ſhe had for ſome time 
palt been his favourite, and uſed the influence that 
title gave her to indulge her fondneſs for my child, 
and lighten my captivity ;, that it had always been_ 
as much in her power to viſit my priſon as now, but 
not finding any certain crime imputed to me, and_ 


ſure if I could acquit myſelf of the ſuſpicion, ſhe 
FO. | | ou  Thould 


x 
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ſhould become. warmly intereſted in my favor, (per- 
haps to the degree of exaſperating the benefactor ſhe 
_ might then be obliged to deſpiſe) ſhe wiſely forbore = 
gratifying her generous curioſity, and contented herſelf 


with beſtowing ſuch marks of her attachment as would _ 


not interfere with the rights of the Governor, or dimi- 
nth her own. Finally, that death had ſnatched away 
the only man who could reftrain her inclinations : and 

as hehad bequeathed her a conſiderable portion of his 

wealth, ſhe had beſtowed a part of it, to obtain from 

the new Governor a remiſfion of my ſentence : and 
| having ſucceeded, now came to aſſure me, I ſhould 
be at liberty to return to Europe ; for which voyage 
| her friendſhip would amply ſupply me with means, 


company, and attendants, as it was her purpoſe to 


- quit for ever a country, where ſhe had loſt her only 
connection, and ſeek in another, protection, religion, 
_ and peace, EE oe ono = 
During this diſcourſe, I thought my ſenſes almoſt 

| failed me. I made her a thouland times repeat the 
welcome, the ſyrpriſing intelligence, that I was free ; 


| and the arrival of her flaves to convey me ſrom the _ 


melancholy dungeon, I b&lieved the day before, 


would at ſome future one become my grave, alone 


| gave confirmation to fo incredible an event. But 
when I really ſaw myſelf at liberty : when I ſaw 
| the varied Heavens above my head, and the green 
#arth under my feet ; when the foft fragrance of the 
almoſt-iorgotten bloſſoms -1adulged one ſenſe, and 
the fweet ſounds of congratulating voices bleft ano- 
ther, I wonder I did not expire with the tumult of 

mingled emotions this happy . majyzent revived in my 
| heart, I raiſed my ſoul to hun''who gave thoſe ſenſes, 
and breathed life into the elements which ſuſtain 
them, and beſought him to moderate my feelings, or 
condenſe them all in gratitude,  _. Abs 
Blended once more, almoſt miraculoufly in the 
 eoncerns of this world, I learnt wuh a thouſand 
ſenſations no wards can deſcribe, that Elizabeth had 
a few months before paid the debt of nature ; and 
that my brother James, as well by ber nomination, 
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- as the rights of his birth, and the voice of the people, 
had aſcended the throne of England : happily unining 


_ under his ſway two kingdoms, ſo many ages hoſtile 


| as hardly to leave a hope of the event which was | 
now without bloodſhed fully accompliſhed. "Time, 


grief, and misfortune, had ſo far allayed the irritati- 
on of my mind, that I blefled the ordinati- 
. on of providence which thus left my reſentment 
- without an objet. Higher, happier, and dearer 
_ proſpeAts opened before me, and I looked forward 
with impatience to the moment, when I ſhould pre- 
ſent my ſmiling Mary to my beloved fifter, and in 
the ſociety of connections 15 precious, loſe the re- 
mainder of my days. Ns es 


Alas! Madam, I required ſentiments like theſe to 
ſuſtain me againſt the conviction that the intenje _ 
| heats of the climate had united with the want of air 

and exerciſe to fix the lameneſs the rheumatic fever 


had left, and completely debilitate my conflitution ; 
which has from that period been ſubje& to a thou- 


fand little wearing, nameleſs maladies, yþat inſenſibly 


abſorh the ſpirit of youth and bring on an early old age. 


Anana, aQtuated by a fondneſs for my daughter 
Tearce inferior to my own, ſhared with me in every 
maternal care, earneſtly beſought me to receive her _ 
under my protection on our arrival in England 


where I had made her ſenſible I held a diſtinguiſhed = 


rank, Solemnly affuring me it was her intention 10 
| bequeath to my ſweet-child the wealth ſhe derived from 


| the Governor, alike to | wjes her own attachment, 
and as a compenſation for our long and unjuſt im- 


rifonment. The fate in which ſhe had lived with 


n. Pedro, ſupplied an objeCtion at which my pride 
54 almoſt inflantaneouſly gave way to 
| principle. I reſolved to be abo e facrificing the 
duties of pratitude and benevolence to opinion, and 
 Tememhering her untaught mind knew no tie in 


_ revolted, but t 


wedlock but conſtancy, and perhaps in that infiance 
_ might vie with myſelf, I ſought G cultivating the 
Wild but ſolid virtues of her ſoul, to bury the remem- 
| brance of her former error, and foruly her againſt 
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_ any future one. Open to the pure impreſſions of 
religion and morality, the amiable Anana promiſed 
to become an ornament to human nature; but alas, 
a greater power than I could over-rule, ſhortened her 
ſpan, and at once determined for us all. The ſmall 
pox, always fo dangerous in the iſlands, broke out. 
ſuddenly and, ſwept off hundreds. The appreherfi- 
ons people of Anana's nation ever entertained of it, 
contributed, moſt probably, to render it fo fatal. She 
threw herſclf into ſuch agonies, that the eruption 
ton appeared, with the moſt mortal ſymptoms.— 
Delirious alike with the dreadful malady, and her 
_ extreme fondneſs for my daughter, ſhe called for her 
inceſſantly ; ſhe ftrove to break from her attendants, 
and get out of bed in ſearch of her. She intreated 
me in the moſt moving, broken accents, once more to 
Jet her hear the Intle angel ſhe could no longer ſee ; 
'to ſuffer her to pive into her little hand the caſket 
ſhe was ſo ſoon going to bequeath her. The terriii- 
ed mother ſhrunk in filence from ſuch a conflict. 
Ah, what are all the gems ſhe will bequeath her cri- 
ed I, to that breathing one herſelf ?=all now left of 
- my Ppromitfed fortunes. 'The difates of gratitude 
then prevailing 1 couli cry, but I refuſe the laſt re= 
queſt, however wild and erroneous, of her who pre- 
ſerved the being ſhe now woull involuntarily endan- 
ger? Finding reaſon 1neffetual towards conquering 
the dying wiſh of Anana, IT acquitted! myſelf to her, 
by lerdirg to the bed of infettion and death, my 
little trealure with a refignation I could only com- 
pare to that of Abraham, and like the innocent he 
would have devoted, my child was returned to me. 
The exhauſted Anann, conſidering this with juſtice 
as the higheſt effort of gratitude and efteem, yielded 
herſelf patiently to the will of Heaven, which ſoon 
called her hence, | by = CE rs 
The ſincere concern this loſs occaſioned, gave way 
to one {t1]] nearer :; -my child fickened with the ſame. 
horrible diſtemper, and centered in anxiety every facul- 
ty of my ſoul. It ſoon, however, took the moſt favoul-. 
' able turn, and leſt me at le:fure to endeavour to 
pe ſecure 


ſecure the legacy our loft friend had put into wy hands. 
'The deceaſed Governor had corverted the principal 
part of the property he realized into Gamonds': a 


common praQice in countries where juſtice 1s partially 
adminiſtered ; nor did the new Governor krow either 


their number or value: Anana having followed the 


" diretions of her benefator in hidirg a part, ard 


bribing his ſucceſfor to acquieſeerce by ſharirg the 
remainder, I had now pained wordly wiſdom enough 


to adopt the ſame plan; and having fulfilled every 


duty, joyfully embarked for England, accompanied 


by ſevezal ſlaves, who preferred attending on me to. 
the precarious bleffing of liberty under arbitrary 
power. _ - | 


Ah, Madam, how differert was this voyave from 


that already. commemorated !-- from the fallen tree 
I then continually watered with my tears, a tender, 
a lovely ſcion had ſprurg up; it flouriſhed in the 
ſhade ; it blofſomed 1n ſunſhine ; with gentle hopes, 
T bore it to its rative foil. No barbarous hand was 
now lying in wait to deſtroy it ; no peſtilential wind 
blew from thoſe cliffs which ſhot their white arms 


Into the ocean, and hoſpitably invited us to the boſom 


of peace. Ah, no: a dear, thovgh ſmall circle of 
ſympathizing friends would receive the forlorn, the 
widowed wanderer, as one ariſen from the dead ; 
would grace my woeful tale with mauy a lamenting 
tear. EE ond Wh oth | Ce 
My fiſter tho, my darling Ellinor— how perſe, 
pow pure, cried my twelling heart, will be our re- 
urion ! how will ſhe fordly fold to her generous bo- 
ſom this dear child of the ocean—this fouthing, un- 
conſcious ſellow ſufferer—this early partner in her 
Matilda s wayward fortune !-- Pauſe, Madam, over 


this fair profpe&, and Iet me reſt a while wy weary ; 


fingers aadalp Ir11S, 
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PF A'R. TO Iv. 
I STRUGGLED with the ſad remembranees inde- 


_ libly impreſſed on my heart. when my eyes again be- 
| held the ſhore of England; and folding to my boſpm 
| the dear offspring of love and misfortune, I ſhut up 
every ſenſe 1n her. Already alive to the anxious 
hopes and wiſhes that fo early tinfture a being with 
which alone they expire, ſhe fondly flattered herſelf 
with the expectation of an unknown good, and im- 
atiently wiſhed for the termmation of our voyage. 
1 landed in Greenwich, becauſe the ſpot where I 
could ſooueſt learn intelligence of the Sydney fami- 
ly, as the people who. hop: the chief inn, I re- 
membered, had been ſervants to Lord Leiceſter z alas, 
I had overlooked the long term of my abſence, and. 
| the probability that they mighc either be dead or re- 
moved, Greenwich which I had ſeen the ſeat of gaie- 
ty, empire, aud magnificence, now appeared a dreary 
ſolitude. 'The tide in filence laved the walls of the 
_ Celerted palace, which verging to decay like its paſt 
poſſeſiors, ſeemed -but a gaudy mauſoleum, TI paul- 
ed over theſe fragile memorials of haman grandeur, 
as. they bore me- towards the ſhore ; aad half ſur- 
__ miſed the Rrongoney that might await me there. I. 

_ was prelently ſurrounded by a ſet of unknown faces ; 
and after much tcdious enquiry, learnt that my ten- 
ecr friend, Lady Arunds1l, ſtill inhabited her houſe 
near Chelſea, whither I diſpatched a meſſenger with 
a billet. It demanded © a welcome for a poor widow- 
ed wanderer, and a babe, for whoſe exiſtence that 
dear woman was perhaps reſponſible, as it was whol- 
ly owing to her indulgence. I added I would not 
venture one enquiry till I gained fortitude from her 
preſence, but doubted not I ſhould have as much to. 

— as to untold. If, as my flattering forebodings 
informed: me, my darling filter yet ſurvived, I was 
perſuaded by whatever name ſhe was now diftin- 
Euithed, ſhe would once morc anſwer to that with 

| | by tranſport 
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tranſport; and fold to her glowing boſom a weary 
© heart, which had long ſought in vain a reſting 

lace; but I ſubmitted the diſcovery, and meet= | 
ing, folely to the care and prudence of our mutual 
friend.” | | 23% Ip Ak bes WES | bs, 2) 
| T waited not Jong in ſuſpence, for my meſſenger 
haſtened back with a billet, incoherent as ſurprize | 
and Joy could make it. © Fly, faid the generous La- | 
dy Arundell, to my arms, to my heart, to my home 
—they will ever be open to yours—T ſuſpend all ex- 
Planations till T ſee you.=Ah Matilda, dear to my 
eyes will be that lovely face, however changed by 
misfortune,” ap rg Er NO re ht. 

Grateful as this invitation proved, my ſoul was 


_ ſenſible of a damp and diſappointment, from the 
_ obſcurity caſt over the interval of my abſence, and 


her leaving unanſwered my enquiry for. my fſter. I 
| lhaſtened nevertheleſs to obey the requeſt. The ſad 
meditations which would have engrofſed my faculties 
In paſting through London, were continually inter- 
TuPt=12 05 ine tranfonms of ww Tinls Marv. the- 


; CT WISSPIWL CS wa by 2Þ_ nanyeus Hom eng yg nom 
wining Bros B1g NA £27 Mops; and thronged- 
_ with fine-drefſed people, were a novelty to her of the 
moſt charming and intereſting nature. Ere I could 


half anſwer her enquiry into each new wonder, 


It was loſt in the next, and that chaſtened pleaſure a 
mother extras from blending the figh of knowledge 
with the ſmile of innocence, claimed its turn in my 
agitated boſom, ſuſpending more powerfu] emotions ; 
but when my eyes refted on the gates of Lady Arun= 
dell's houſe, thoſe gates from whence I laft took my 
flight ſo dearly accompanied, a pang fo pungent, 
 wrung my heart, that my feeble ſenſe ſunk under it 
and I ſwooned away. T revived; and it ſeemed rather 
by the cries and tears of my little one, than the re- 
 medies of the ſervants who ſurrounded me. My 


ſweet Mary had climbed up the couch on which they 


laid me, and claſpirg her arms round my neck, laid. 
her mantling cheek to my pale one, ard ſheq deluges 
of tears, I comforted her, and feeling my hand preſ- 
ſed by ſome body who tat almoſt behind me, turned, 


and 


* REY | 
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and fixing my eyes on the ſireaming ones of Lady 
Arundell, T-threw myſelf filently into her arms, and 
felt my very foul diffolve upon her boſom. Both 
were half ſuffocated with feelings too hich wrought, 
and the preſence -of my daughter proved a fortunate | 
relief; for drawing me fondly down to her, © why 
_ do you cry, mama? faid the dear one, and why does 
_ this Jady cry? T thought we came home to be hap- 
y. © And happy we will be, my darling, cried 
ady Arundell, preſſing her to a boſom melting in 
her favor, who can be otherwiſe bleſt with ſuch a 
cherub ? Can you complain, Maiilda, when Heaven 


has left you her ?**— No my admirable. friend, 


_  ighed I, I do not complain,--my reaſon reproves _ 


| thoſe tears my wounded heart will not ceaſe periodi- 
cally to pour forth; this houſe, this room, even your 
tendernels awakens a train of. killing ren.embrances, 
I have in vain endeavoured to arm myſelf againit. 
Here, here, even here has my foul expanded towards 
her father, with a pleaſure of which herſelf, and this 


weed are the only 'memoriais.”” 


+ 


The entrance of ſervants with refreſhments, ſut- 
pended a little the agitation of both; and Lady Arun- 
dell obſtinately refuſed every kind of information con- 
_ eerning my fiſter or friends till the next day, infilting 
 T ſhould devoie the remainder of the evening to a 
minute recital of my own ſtory. 'The aftomſhmenrt 
Its incidents every moment extited in Lady Arundell, 
| ſeemed to make it more wonderful even to mylelt. 
Having the happy affurance from her that my filter 

Mill lived, I gave way to the ſweet hope of ſeeing her, 
___ and filled up with her idea a chamber which now ap- 
peared more ſolitary than ever. on. 

__ My impatience concerning my Ellinor could no 
longer be reſtrained, and when we met 1n the morn- 
ing, I importunately demanded her ſtory. The vitt- 
ble reluttance with which Lady Arundell granted 
my requeſt, confirmed my fears of ſome dreadful 
cataſtrophe, and had T not been affured my fiſter yet 
| lived, I thould have concluded her loſs the fatal event 
our friend feared to acknowledge : but fſatis:ied 2 
| | | | | £1118 
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this inſtance, and having no' tie which could compa» 


ratively intereſt me, I fortified my mind againſt the 


_ impreflion of inferior ſorrows, by the deep ſenſe of | 


thoſe I had already ſurvived. 


Whatever courage I had collefed, I needed it all, 
. when with that fearſul pomp of preparation with 


which friendſhip ever binds up the” wounds of fate, 
_ Lady Arundell produced a number of papers, moit of 
which appeared to be written by wy fifter. IT kiſſed 
the dear traces of. a hand ſo beloved. Alas, thoſe 
ſheets are yet by me, and I need only copy them. 


The Life of Elliner, addreſſed to Matilda. 


OH, you! much loved, but little truſted, dear 


| fiſter of my hearr, whom it fondly purſues throveh 


unknown elimes, where yet perhaps you wander, the. 


victim of a fatal attachment; receive in theſe papers, 
if they ever meet your eyes, the laſt tefiimory of an 


_ affeRtion, which as it was the firſt my ſoul became fen- 
fible to, ſo ſurely will it be the laſt, Oh! thou alli». 


ed to me in defiiny,” no beſfs than blood, (ior we Were 


born alike to be unknown, except to each other) tf, 


T1 lay my heart unveiled betore you, its paſſions, Its 
proce, ts prejudices, condemn them rot my Hiller, 


however they may contradict your own.— Eftimate. 


duly the filence I have fo long preferved; the lacrt- 
fices I have made, ſacrifices to much the more mert- 
torious, as my ſoul ever revolted agzirft the mean 
Impoler, and tubmitted but to you. I krew the de- 


 heacy of your mind, and would not add to the weight 


- which hung upon its r.0bler faculties, by a confidence 


that might wrong at the ſame mement your duty.— 


Ah! no, I remembered Williams, and was from that 


moment prudeit if not happy—yet as I knew too 


well the horrors of myſtery, incertitude - and 


| Hilence, (for have I not ſpent ages in vainly guelling. 
at your fate ?) let me reſcue you trom a lite of turmile, 


by preſerving this ſad memorial. Perhaps this allo- 
_ niſhing ſeparation will prove eterval.-If then my 
heart no more ſhall teel the throb of aſſeclion it has 
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always given when, yours preſſed againft it, (and 
ſomething ſeems to tell--me that pleaſure ſhall never. 
more be ne) receive in this recital a laft proof of 


may tenderneſs, and oh, my dear, ill-fated fiſter, may 


"It mitigate the keenneſs of your afliction, to learn 
you have not been the greateſt ſufferer. TEN 
In one part 'of this ftory I muſt ever have been 
obſcure and infincere, but that Heaven has ſnatched 
_ away the worſhipped obje, of whoſe charaRter we 
judged in 1o different a manner. Oh, pardon me all- 
gracious Heaven, if my opinion has been erroneous ! 
Pauſe here, Matilda, if your rifing ſoul has 
taken the alarm, and weigh well the love you bear 


- me, for I ſhall need it »ll, unleſs I falfify the act. * 
_ On the memorable day, when Heaven decided the = 


_ deftiny of one fiſter, and perplexed that of the other, 
by preſenting to the eyes of bork the favorite of Eli- 
_ Zabeth, how diametrically oppoſite were the impref- 
fions each took of his charaQter ! Aftoniſhing that cwo 
agreeing 11 every inſtance till - that moment, ſhould 


_ for the firſt time differ in fo decided a manner ! more 


aſtoniſhing that every following day only confirmed 
| the ſeparate judgments. 'The darling alike of art and + 


_ of nature, the eye, or mind, could demand no more 


than was compriſed in the perſon of Lord Leicel- | 


 ter—but here, in my opinion, the charm ended. His 
heart, not warm by nature, had been rendered in a 
great degree callous from having always paſſed his life 
In the chilling atmoſphere of a Court. Unbounded. 
in his projects, timid and ſubtile 1n his actions, ty- 


_ * rannic in his purſuits, the objet he could not go- 


' vern could never long attach him. Ambition, pride, 
and vanity, thoſe le:ding traits in almoſt every cha- 
radcter, were in his ſo exquiſitely blended, and cor- 
rected by the froſt of his nature, that they might 
often be miſtaken for nobler paſſions. You were pre 
ſented to his eyes in early youth, a finiſhed pat- 
_ tern of beauty, endued with royalty ; in the firſt ten- 
der bloom of a newly awakened love. Uniting thus 
in your own perſon the ſtrongeſt powers of charm- 
ing, with ſuch as were peculiarly congezal ” the 
EO hy | cart 
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| heart you. wiſhed to win, it laid itſelf at your feet. 


Oh, woful moment when it did fo, as it entailed up- 


on you all the miſeries of a mutual paſſion, without 
half its enjoyments ! Alas Matilda, had you really 


been adored—yet what could that have done, more = 


than Go ſeverely aggravate all you was born to ſuf-_ 


fer ? and as the apparent paſſion of Lord Leiceſter 


 hadto you the charms of reality, I am to blame per= 
| haps thus to repreſent it ; but the ſeaſon of diſſimu- 


 Iation 3s paſt, and my tortured heart will utter no- 
thing but truth. So fixed was my opinion of his 


_ charaGeter, that though there was a moment. of my 
_ life when my fate ſeemed wholly in Lord Leiceſter's 
hands, T could not then enough eſteem him to ven- 


_ ture his decifion. Yet ſtill a tender pity for your 


_ unmerited and everlaſting paſſion ſhould have ſup- 


preſſed this (in your mind) harſh judgment, but. 


_ that, I once more repeat, my own actions muſt even_ 


then have appeared eccentric and enigmatical, 


How deeply both father Anthony and I wp pn 
| olitary' 
aſylum fo dangerous a viſitor, it were needleſs now 
to repeat. Prudence was for once on the fide of paſ- 


the imprudence which introduced into our 


fior1, and your fate was by the will of your only re- 


_ majning puardian, for ever united with that of your 


lover. I ſoon found it vain to oppole the aſcendancy 


he had gained in your affeQtions; and as my own 


were yet unoccupied, I looked no farther than the 


preſent moment ; and followed you to Kemilworth. 


Caſtle, without repining, Nevertheleſs I admired 


the de] ufions of love, which in a moment reconciled 


| you to a ſituation apparently fo obſcure and abject ; 


and ſtill more that total blindneſs to your own ex- 


_quiſite perfeRion, which could make you fancy that 


low ſtate would ever appear to obſerving ſpeCators 
your natural one. What then muſt be my aftoniſh- 


men: to ſee Lord Leiceſter's love impoſe ſuch humili- 
atio1:8, on an objet nature and fortune had placed fo 
far above him, and meanly content himſelf with mo 
now lized indulgences. | , Ft 7 


$.carce were we alque, when the preſumption fe: 


by 
. 
* 
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that wretch Williams filled both of us with a terror 
which required an immediate remedy. Every facul- 
ty of my ſoul revolted againſt the abjet complian- 
ces your entreaties exacted from me ; but even thoſe 
only ſerved to firengthea the contempt which began 
to predominate 1n it. Lord Leiceſter's return gave us 
2 temporary relief, but his method of petting rid of 
the villain. appeared to me alike unſafe. and mean, 
and the only proper mode of ending our - fears 
never orice ſeemed to occur to him. I mean, ac- 
knowledzing his marriage ; which perhaps might at_ 
that period have been done without any great danger 
of offending Elizabeth ; whoſe withering heart was , 
| becoming every day leſs fenfible of affetion, and _ 
whoſe vanity was fo highly gratified and poſſeſſed by 
the vifit of the Duke of Anjou. But it was ie 7n- 
 rereſhof my Lord to break the match with the French 
Prince, and to that golden 1dol his every paſſion bow : 
ed. We were again left to work tapeſtry, and when 
he had ſucceeded 1n his favourite projeR, he left the 
Queen 1n turn, to bewail alone the loſs of her laſt lo- 
ver and came once more to amuſe himſelf at Kenil- _ 
worth. | | MOEN D A 
But he was not always to ſucceed ; the jealouſy of 
_ Elizabeth had now Juſt provocation. and 1n her ſud- 
den arrival at Kenilworth Caſtle, the at laſt over-_ 
reached her politick favorite. In vain he would have 
concealed us—1n vain he would have repreſented us 
as the vaſſals of his amuſ-ment; the ſfcrutinizing eye 
_ of the Queer, the univerſal voice of her more 1mpar- 
tial train, pronounced this impoſſible. Reduced to. 
frame a new tory, tortured with the conviction that 
It had not pained- credit, he was obliged to aggravate. 
_ every difapreeable circumſiance of our prefeut fitua- 
tion, by delivering us unwillingly into the hands of 
Elizabeth. . *1as, my lificr, I jaw, I underſtood, all . 
this coſt you on my account, while ot one ſigh on 
your own eſcaped you. I ſtifled he painſul ard proud 
ſenſations that ſwelled .at my heart, and ventured 
into the world under the doubt and myſteriors 
patronage of the Queen ; who beter acquainted wita 
the fircilcs of her favourite than thole row necrl 
| | | ET tH17- 
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allied ſo him, never for one moment was the dupe 


of his fiction, though unable to diſprove it. 


Ah, how viſionary ſeems 'on recolle&ion our new. 


 Hruation ! ſeen without being known; adored, with+ 
out being efteemed ; puniſhed, without being guilty ; 


appla:ded, without being meritorious, we were all an. 


allufion. Yet ſurrounded with ſpies, and afting for 
_ ever under an eye diſpoſed to condemn, ere it could 
| half diſcover, how difftieult was it for us to avoid fſul- 
picion and cenſure ! One ſole advantage had either 
gained by converging into the ſphere of a court; a 


faithful friend: thouph even that bleſſing was cur- 


tailed by the eternal policy of your Lord, who would 


not permit us to confide even to his own amiable _ 


- nieces, the Tadies Arundell and Pembroke, any part 
_ of a ſecret which might affeQ, however remotely, his 
own ſafety. Bounded as our converſations mutt of 


coniequence be, the charm of attachment neverthe=-_ 
Jeſs ſeized upon our fouls., Mive allied itſelf to 
Lady Pembroke, while yours equally inclined to her. 
no leſs amiable filter, and each took pleaſure in paſſ- 
InP that portion of her time with the diſtin favorite 
we did not ſpend together, Ah, here Matilaa, I 
approach the appointed moment, when the paths of _ 
| life, in watch we have hitherto trod hand in hand, 


begin to ſeparate; and every ſucceeding ſte 

| bears us farther from each other, till darkneſs and 
Grftance rob the firaining eye of 1ts hrft dear object. 
— [vain each now turns back, and ſeeks the accul- 
 tomed path, a thouſand varizus ones ay nk the 


wearied mind ; and while the impetuous paſſions drag 


us irrefiftibly onward, we pive to the ſweet memory 
of carly youth a thouland tond and hopeleſs fighs, then 
follow with trembling feet thoſe ungovernable lead= 
ers. ; : i | ; 


abroad. TI had leen mary of his letters, threugh the 
medium of fady Pembroke; ard my heart had learnt 
to flutter at the name of Eſſex, ere yet I beheld him, 


Alas, even while I repeat it. Town the fame fe fati- 
on !—()1, love ! exquifite delulion ! captivating error ! 


trom the moment the 11s find pleaſure In that word, 


at. 


'Lord Pembroke's partially had Iong diftirevithed 
a noble youth the policy of tord Leiceiter {111 kept - 


* 
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till they loſe the power of pronouncing it, the charm» 
the inconceivable charm remains.— Whether cheriſhed 
by the ſunbeams of hope, or chilled by the dews of 
 difappointment=Whether the choſen objet is faith= 
ful' or unfaithful—glowing with animation before 
_ our eyes, or ſeared up in the dark and filent pravez 
the paſſion, the powerful paſſion aſſerts its eternal 


Influence, and decides the charater where it once 


| has reigned. While I dwell on the moment which 
called to being this finer and more poignant ſenſe, 
_ ſenſibility, memory retraces its dear emotions with a 
ſoftneſs time itſelf can never extinguiſh. OE 
___ Tintured with the partiality of Lord Effex's 
friends; already acquainted with his ſentiments on 
© heroiſm, glory and every attachment, except that of 
the heart z I fondly flattered myſelf that the day 
would come, when he would receive from me that 


laſt and livelieft paſſion which forms and finiſhes the 
human foul. I interwove myfelf inſenfibly in all. 


his concerns; I deeply lamented the tie of relation- 


ſhip, which ſubjefted his ations to the will of Lord 


4 2 Leiceſter . and employed ſome of the Title time I 


ſpent with my Lord, in endeavouring to bias his 
mind in favour of the abſent hero. Cold and filent 
_ on the ſubje of Eſſex's merits, Lord Leiceſter often 
\ bantered me on being ſo ſenſible of them, and fel- 
dom failed to remind me of the family compaQ, 
which had bound Lord Effex to wed Sir Francis 
 Walfingham's only daughter: to fulfil which, 
| he purpoſed ſoon to recal him z and adviſed me rather 
| to turn my eyes on Sir Walter Raleigh, whoſe 
talents he pronounced infinitely ſuperior, and whoſe 
homage was wholly paid to me. As this was a lover 
he knew I deteſted, the converſation generally ended_ 
when he was named, but a ſucceſſion of ſuch 
_ diſcourſes confirmed me in the opinion of Lord Lei- 
_ cefter's ſelfiſhneſs, and prepared me, perhaps, to de- 
 cide in oppoſition to it. nn Ps Es | 
Efſex was at length ſummoned to England. He 
arrived. An idle, unaccountable apprehenſion at 
Once overcame my reaſon, I was Periuaded I could 
\ OSS: not 
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not ſee him with indifference. I feared the keen eye 


of Elizabeth, and the colder and more watchful one 


of Lord Leiceſter. IT quitted the court the day he 


was to be preſented, _— with Lady Pembroke, 
By a ſingular chance Miſs Walfingham had choſen 
to do the ſame. The party enlarged inſenfibly as 
the circle decreaſed. Eflex was the theme of every 
| tongue, and while Miſs Walfingham's triumphant 
eyes acknowledged the implied compliments, my 
yielding heart .received them. © He 1s here,” cried 
| Lady Pembroke, in the afternoon, looking out of 


_ the window, and kiffing her hand. I felt ready once 


more to run away, but that decorum reftrained me. 


Lady Pembroke indulged one of the gay whims 


Which ſo often were a fource of pleaſure at once to 


| Herſelf and her friends, and inſiſted he ſhould only 
| be told his bride was among the unmarried ladies, 
| from whom his heart muſt fele& her. It was an ill- 


judged projet. Miſs Walfingham had been con- 
tracted to Lord Effex in childhood, rather to ratify a 
reconciliation between the families, than with any 


idea of a future affe&tion. 'The rigid principles of 


Lady Waltingham had hitherto kept her daughter 
| In total ſecluſion, and the death of her wother 
| had now given the young lady unbounded liberty. 


Her paſſions, naturally violent, had always ſpurred 


reſtraint; but compelled for a time to ſubmit to it, 
they marked her charater even in early youth with 
| baughtineſs, 'The beauty ſhe eminently poſſeſſed, 


ſoon drew around her a croud of lovers, which ele- _ 
+ vating her vanity, added coquetry to pride, ard unit- 
ed in her perſon the wage extremes of ſour reſerve © 


ir Philp Sidney was the _ 


and unbounded leviny. 
only man ſuppoſed to have any intereſt in her heart, 
| but as he had from the firft devoted himſelf to ano- 
ther, ſhe affeted to deſpiſe him, and wait the return 


of her allotted huſband, with a refolution to accepr 


a be. 


Miſs Walſingham ſeconded the propoſal of Lady 


Pembroke, which rather perplexed the reſt of the 
company ; ard after much plealantry on, the lubject 


Voul. KR of 
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of ſympathy, Lady Pembroke ſent for her Lord and 
the firanger.—Ah, Heavens, that invincible firanger 
—born to decide my deſtiny—his youth aecuſtomed_ 
me {to expect to find ſomething unformed and unfi- 
\ niſhed in his perſon and manners—how then was I 
| ſurpriſed to Jee the height and majeſty of Lord Lei- 
_ cefter united with features no leſs perteRt ;. while eve- 
Ty grace of figure, feature, and. complexion, were 
lighted up by brilliant youth. an air at once elegant 
and ingenious, and an expreſſion of ſenſibility like 
\ that he could not fail to awaken! No, I have not 
| half deſcribed the dear, the deep impreſhon—lI would 
in vain deſcribe it—he looked, and I then firſt ſeem-_ 
ed to ſee—he ſpoke, and I then firſt ſeemed to hear, 
__ —PFeartul left any marked diſorder ſhould betray me, 
I fixed my eyes upon the ground, but they had al- 
ready borne the image into my heart: I fill faw it. 
Within, and my charmed ſeriſes retained the found of 
| that voice, regardleſs of all others=Smiling expreſ- 
| fively at Lady Pembroke's authoritative order, he kiff- 
ed the hand the had given him, and dropping it knelt 
gracefully to me,—Grzetous Heaven, how exceſlive 
was my confufion at this unlucky miſtake, yet how 
Exquiſite my filent pleaſure! The over-powering 
 mirth of the whole party difpleaſed him—kindly 
deigning to impute my diſtreſs ſolely to that cauſe, 
he folietted my pardon for having united men the 
very excellent jeft the ladies were obliging enough to 
make at his expence. Adding in a lower voice, that 
wherever parental authority had deſtined him to bow, 
he ſhould always remember with pride and pleaſure 


| the diſtinguiſhed choice his heart had ventured to | 


make, "Then advancing to Mils Walſingham, whoſe 
readineſs ſaved hin a 1iecond miflake, he made her 
ſome . cold compliment, which awakened every fiery 
particle of her nature, ard paſſed on to pay the 
tame reſpect to the reſt of the ladies: while his eyes 
ever and argn refte4 on me with that paſſionare 1n- 
geriauſack which through life has been his chatace 
ceaniic. if: | | I 
L l:{ him bchiad and returzed to Court ; glow- 

| jog 


” >.-o 
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ing with the ſame ardent paſſion I had once dared 
to condemn in you, and flattering mylelf he was al- 
ready ſtudying how to break an engagement not ratified _ 

y his heart, How ſweet were the hours, rich with 
that hope ! ready every moment to acknowledge the 
truth, and to indulge my paſſion by repoſing it in 
your fanthful boſom, I found you overwhelmed with 
tears, apprehenſion, and anguiſh; for it was at this 
| very period the _ cruel and extravagant jealouſy 
of Lord Leiceſter became apparent Wanting cou» 
Tage to mention an incident remote from the cauſe of 
o_ forrow, I buricd the dear impreition 10 my 
heart, and devoted myſelf to ſoothing a mird to 
_ tleeply wounded, By a ftrange tranſition In my own 
ſentiments, I had learnt fairly to judge of your's, and 
the increaſing Himilarity interwove our fouls every 

day more and more fſtrorgly, theuzh not one work 
_ eſcaped me. Dreams of pride and prandeur, which 
had ſometimes embittered a ſpirit IT will venture to 
 _ call noble, vamihed at once before a frronger paition ; 
which firaugely filled vp that void in my mind no» 
' thing yet had ever been able to fill, I no longer 
_ eomplained of the Queen—1I no longer thought ihe 
Court a prifon—conformgg from that moment 
quietly to my fate, I centered every wiſh in one 1lvle 
object. DRE bees Dons 2 EE ae 
I even employed myſelf diligently in developing 
Lord Leiceker's ſentiments; and conciliating a dit- 
ference both of you ſuffered alike by, though neither - 
would allow it. Lord Efſex, during theſe conver- 
tations, was ever near us—=with watchſul cye endea- 
 vouring to dive into the nature of our connection, 
and the myftery of our birth; fo induftriouſly buri- 
ed by Leiceſter and Elizabeth. The diſguit your 
Lord already ſhewed towards Effex, became on theſe 
_ occaſions more marked, and as its cauſe, I ſought by 
every little diſtinftion to reward that dear lover's pa- 
tience: a diſlike fo unjuſt, heighteried, however, that 
I already felt towards Lord Leicefter, though at the 
 Jame moment it ſupplied a ftill more urgent reaſon. 
| for concealing it, than thoſe which had hitherto in- 
Huenced me, Mb VN 
| 4p TR. 'The- 
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The ſufferings of your mind fink into mine; and 
PG by the fad example of a paſſion imprudent- | 
Jy indulged, I called myſelf to account for cheriſhing 
_ To dangerous a wekbed, and relolved by a courage-. 
ous effort to govern, if I could not extinguiſh it. 
But, ah, how vain is that attempt, when once we are 
truly touched! Love, my filter, like the enwrithed 
ſerpent, only comprefſes the heart more cloſely, for 
Every eftort we make to ſhake it off. In vain TI turned 
my contemplations towards the obſcurity which had 


hitherto attended our lives, the dark and myſterious 


_ eloud which yet hung over them; love drew a vivid 
rainbow acroſs it, and every tear due to misfortune 
fell tinftured with Effex. Ah, wherefore ſhould ca- 
| Iamity heighten that paſſion ? without being able to 
4-fine the cauſe, Þ acknowledged the - effect! The * 
heart for ever ative, then ferments moſt powerful- 
!;, and where love has once found room, every agt- 
tation co-operates to increate, however diftinct 1ts | 


Origin. | Ts {Op 
Dh Yer # the weakneſs of wowan could be jultified by 
the merit of the object, the more I examined Eſſex, - 
the more reaſon I had to be ſatisfied. That noble 
_ candor, which refiſted through life the courtly arti- 
 Hice he neither knew to profit by or adopt, was at this 
period eminently conſpicuous : while his warm heart, 
and pobehod underſtanding, made him no Irfs the 
#riend than the patron of' genius. Every indifferent 


 ſpeftator admired to ſee even his youth rich with 


. every promiſe fulfilled in the riper years of Sidney, 
and thought Sir Francis Walſfingham the happieſt of 
men, 1 being able to match his daughter with either 

of thoſe diſtinguiſhed minds. The generous Efſes 

 Tcorned to deceive her he did not refuſe to marry, and 
paying his deceaſed father's will the deep refpet of 
appearing ready to comply with it, waited the ope- 
Tations of fortune: in his favor, and adored me in 
filence. EE a oh dgo Hud 
At this juncture the camp claimed Lord Leiceſter, - 
and the nobility accompanied him. I ſhared the 
mortal chagrin with which you ſaw him eaves In 
Md nk” Mo deere ence 


> 
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Glence, and followed you ſo truly through z11 your 
feelings, that IT ſought to perſuade myſelf Effex might. 
_ only want the power to treat me in the Jame manner. 
This painful idea operated fo ſtrongly, as to make 
me aſſume a coldneſs at parting, to which. Eſſex 
was wholly unaccuſtomed, and which, to own the 
| truth, I did not ceaſe regretting the whole time of his 
abſence. Pd ral Os 
The diſperſion and defeat of the Armada reſtored 
Faiety and eclat to the Court, The fulleft reconcih- 
ation took place between you and Lord Leiceſter, 
| My heart opened or.ce more to hope, to happinels, to 
Eftex ; who now took courage to unfold his ſenti- 
ments to Lady Pembroke. She inftantly adopted his 
cauſe, and promiſed to find him an opportunity to 
plead it, Nor was it long ere ſhe drew me to her 
houſe and telling me, with one of thoſe happy ſmiles _ 
which diſpoſed us to grant whatever ſhe wiſhed, 
«* that from the firft moment ſhe ſaw me, 1t had been 
. one of the darling objects of her life to unite me with | 
T.ord Eſſex, who alone appeared to her likely to de- | 
ſerye the heart ſhe had fo thoroughly Rudied, ſhe had 
_ engaged her Lord to join with her in concerting that 
mode of introduftion, which appeared to me 1o wild | 
a whim. It had fully anſwered her hopes in faſcinating 
_ one of the parties, and, ſhe added, ſhe half believed it 
was not loſt upon the other.” Fixing her eyes for a 
moment on my glowmg cheeks, ſhe paily itarted up 
to throw open her cloſet door, © in ſhort, my dear, 
cried the, here is my Tord himlelf; allow him to 
plead his own cauſe, ard when I think I can ſpeak 
more to the. purpoſe, depend on my interrupting 
him :”* plucking her robe Honk my trembling fingers 
ſhe ran out of the room. Diftreffed, irreſolute, ard. 
overcome With the arrival of a moment fo long with- 
_ ed for, T made an effort to follow her, but uſing the 
ſame means to detain me, I had unſucceſsfully tried 
with my friend, Lord Efſcx graſped my robe more 
firinly. I turned, and not daring to fix my eyes on 
_ the graceful form, the fine face on which they fell, I 
dropt them, and yiclded in fileuce to hear him, How 


K 3 deep 
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_ Qeep, ah Heaven, how exquiſite, is the remembrance 
| of that moment, when the name of love firſt reached 
 mny ear, from the only voice which could render it 
agreeable !—" I will not imagine, moſt worſhipped 
_ of women, faid the Ear], I offer you any new homage 
in thus bending before you. The moment my eyes 
firſt beheld you, my too-ready knees offered up to. 
you a heart, new to the paſſion that moment made _ 
eterual, The higheft. ſenfe of duty to a father, 
Whoſe will in all other inflances was governed by 
realon, hallowed even the generous error which in- 
duced him to contract me to Mifs Walſingham. 
' Peftined to refign in the flower of' his days, every 
advantage which makes this world dear to man, he 
Audiouſly ſougitt to ſecure them all for a fon, who 
_ watered this pale cheek with the tears of guileleſs 
_ childhood; and to ſecure me friends at. Court, who 
might ſupply in ſome degree his own place, allied me. 
nominally to the poline Walſingham ; whoſe intereſt 
alone could counter-balince that of our inveterate ere- 
mites, the Cecil family. The event juſtified his opinion. 
A combination of circumſtances would have buried 
me in obſcurity, had I not had the ſupport and attach- 


ment of Sir Francis. 'Thus circumſtanced, it would _ 


1:1 become me to rejedt the daughter of the man to. 
_ whom I own my ſafety and diſtinction ; but early 

learning her character, and fearing to truſt my hap- 
— pineſs 1n the hands of a girl whoſe violent temper de- 
Rroyed her own, TI yielded to the. pleaſure of Lord 
_ Leiceſter in remaining abroad: not without a hope 

(which time confirmed) that ſhe would in the interim 
_ give her heart to ſome more afliduous lover, I had 
reaſon to believe this with was accompliithed ere I 
ventured to return home. Her partiality for Sir Fhi- 
- lip Sidney 15 indeed 109 apparent for me to think of 
uniting with her, were the friends of both willing to 
complete the match; but as I cainot help flattering 
myſelf the determination of Sir Philip will regulate 
that of the Walſingham family, fain would I learn 
from your indulgence (if jndeed you deign to intereſt 
yourſelf jn the fate of a man, born but to adore you) 


whether 
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whether ' Sydney has any thing to hope from your 
fiſter. Accept in this explanation, my excuſe for 
 Preſuming to hover near your ſecret ; and do not ima» 
_ gine by uniting myſelf in it; I ſeek to intrude on en- 
 gagements TI ſhall readily yield to, whether I am per- 


- mitted to underſtand them or not.” | 


_ CharmedAlike with the accents of that harmonious | 
voice, and the paſſion it generouſly avowed—prepar- 


ed by the openneſs of his recital to indulge my natu- _ 


ral candor, I delivered myſelt wholly up to the im- 
pulſe of my heart 3 and the implied acknowledgement 
of my affeftion, made when I condeicended to explain 
your ſentiments refſpefting Sir Philp, lighted up his 
fine eyes with new foftneſs and gratitude. Inſenfi- 
bly led on ts ſpeak. of Lord Leiceſter, I recollected 
at once the error I was committing ; and not daring 
to violate the filence I had promiſed, I broke off a- 
| bruptly, covered with bluſhes and confuſion —— a 
long pauſe enfued—I raifed my eyes, anxious and. 
- trreſolute, to his : chagrin had dimmed all their luf- 
treewhe law the conflict in my mind, and recolleing 
_ the ſuperiority of his own character, he conjured 
me © to conſider well all I would ſay, and to be- 
lieve that confidence would be only a weight upon his 
heart, which mine ſhould ever reproach me with be- 
towing” Bis wounded feclings gave a perſuaſive 
tremulation to his veice ; that, and the delicacy of 
mind which made him above profiting by the error of 
mine—the right a lover inſtantly acquires over the 
conduct of a woman, who has once ventured to ac» 
| knowledge her partialuy—alas above all perhaps, 
_ the exquiſite fear ſuch ever feel, at appearing for one_ 
- moment to diſtruſt the obj4F of their choice, all 
unifed to authorite, in my own judgment, that full 
confeſſion the occafion won from me. 'The aſtonith= + 
ics Rory of our birth, the ſecret of the Recels, its 
diſcovery by Lord Leiceſter, your ſubſequent marri- 
age with him, the feint by which the Queen was in- 
fivenced alike to remain filent on every point refpect- 
10g us, all was /lly revealed-=the veil of fiction E1 at 
. once, and preſented me {© him the being I was born, ' 


This | 
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This intereſting confidence cemented our mutual 
paſhon, and gave ſuch charms to the moment, as me- | 
mory ever returns to with pleaſure. I impoſed on. 
him a vow of filence and ſecrety, till your deciſive re + 
fulal of Sir Philip ſhould fix his marriage with Miſs 
Walfin:ham ; and more fortunate circumſtances fa- 
cilitate our own : nor could the interval appear tedi- 
ous to elther, while we were daily permitted to meet, 
though 1n public, and read in each other's eyes a 
_ paſhon untinAtured with doubt, and which every fol- 
lowing day promiſed to ſanctify. Effex found too 
many ſources of wonder and pleaſire in the mutual 
confidence, to oppoſe her he trom that moment look- 
ed up to, and we parted ſo fatisfied with the inter- 
view, that either would have bought it with life. | 
Nevertheleſs, I vias far from conſidering Miſs 
Walſingham as the ſole oblacle to our union. "the 
poluic Lord Leicefier, ſtrongly, though filently, op- 
oſed 1t 5 nor indeed without reaſon. Conſcious he 
? yer retgned ſo many years without a competitor in 
the heart of Elizabeth, he might juſtly dread the | 
progreſs of a rival, in whom all his advantages were 
united, with many he never pofſeſſed. Not ſatisfied 
with the reputation of beauty and elegance, Leicefter 
ever paſſionately deſired that of conduct and valour, 
andihad given the kingdom but too convincing proots 
how unequal he was to the” military rank he held. 
_ Eſfex was born a loljier. The rough and generous 


virtues of that character, were joined. in him with _ 


the polilhea graces of a courtier, and the moſt refined 
talte for literature. A man calculated to ſine in 
Whatever light you examined him, could not fail to 
alarm all who valugs and held the favor of Eliza- 
beth. £dd to this, that the Earl was naturally bold 
and aſpiring; conſequently would retain whatever he 
once polleffed. Such were already the fears of all 
the faveurites of the Queen, and who could bound 
mine, When I reco}lefed the dubious fate of his no- 
ble father, and the laſt warning he had given to this 
darling lon 7 _—_ + PT 
ET, | The 
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The ſudden and unexpeRted marriage of Sir Philip 
| Sydney and Miſs Walfingham, revived thoſe hopes 
In the mind of. Effex, I had fo long ſtrove to throw _ 
at a diſtance, and with them too revived the vain 
project of confiding his views to I ord Leiceſter, with 
whole approbation of them he ſtill continued to flat- 
_ ter himſelf, Terrified left ſuch an unguarded mea- 
ſure ſhould exaſperate Leiceſter, to his , utter ruin, 
who would ill brook that his embryo rival ſhould _ 
crols his fate in every inſtance, and .dareato contend 
_ with him for a ſhare of thoſe' advaritages he was de- 
_ termined to monopoelize, I exerted the utmoſt care _ 
to charm my lover to filence, Alas, every day made 
| that more difficult. The Queen and Leiceſter, ſear- 
 tul of my finding among the many who profelsed . 
_ themſelves my ſervants, one whole views would in- | 
. _ terfere with theirs, immediately allotted me that 
_ weak wretch, Lord Arlington, for a huſband ; and in 
 countenancing his addreſſes, threw every other lo-. 
ver at adiſtance: at the ſame time giving me but -too 
much reaſon to apprehend, if ever I was permitted to 
_ marry, it muſt be a facrifice to both. Not daring to 
conſult y--4 on a ſubje& ] had ſo long concealed, and 
on which we tauſt ever think ſo differently, and un- 
willing to blight the little gleam of ſunſhine love 
1lluminated your days with, I reſigned myſelf vp to a 
Coon which hardly the preſence of Eflex could 
iſipate. NE | FER fer | | 
Avery ſhort time rendered the intentions of the 
Queen and Lord Leiceſter obvious to Eſlex. His 1m- 
 patiſioned foul, fired alike with love of me, and diſ- 
dain of him TI was commanded to love, treated Lord 
Arlington with ſo marked a contempt, that nothing 
but the irreſolution incident to weak minds, could 
prevent Arlington from making a mortal quarrel of 
it. Poffefſed in my confidence of the means to ren- 
der Lord Leiceſter more traRable, the Earl of Efſex 
ſolicited my conſent to inſiſt on that of your Lord as 
well as his intereſt with the Queen ut he valued the 
preſervation of his own 1ecret, BN 
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The tender love which attached me to you, alone 
could induce me to oppoſe a deſign of which my 
happineſs was the ulumate object. But convinced 
an eclairciſſement of this kind would embroil me for 
__ ever With Lord Leicefter, and fill your ſuffering mind 
with a trouble beyond all thoſe you had already ex- 
perierced, I conſented to ſee: Lord Efſex once more 
_ at Lady Pembroke's ; and exerting at that interview 
every power I poſiefted over his perturbed heart, to 
moderate his rage, and footh his love, till the enſuing 
campaign in the Netherlands ſhould be over, I pro- 
miſled a ſteady refiftance to every matrimonial pro- 
Polal in the interval, and to decide his fate on his re- 
turn. Knowing it in vain to hope to aCtuate him by 
any lelfiſh confideration of his own welfare, I buried 
In my own heart its deepeſt ſources of apprehenſion, 
and bound him to patience by a ftrong repreſentation 
of the dangers to which any raſtneſs on his part 
would infallibly expoſe me. {hoſe inflamed paſſions. 
Na other being could ever controul, were regulated by 
my voice; and when. neceſſity compelled us to part, 
| T ſeemed to leave in his arms the dearer portion of 
my exiſtence, OP en? S | PE | | 
_ Occupied by feelings and views diflint from each 
other, and agreeing only in watching the wind, and 
| Tending every with towards the camp, you and I fel- 
dom entered 1nto ovr accuſtomed confidence and | 
| friendſhip. TI had, however, ſometimes the relief of a 
| letter, through the medium of Lady Pembroke; by 
thoſe I learnt your Lord ſtill maintained an outward 
ſhew of civility towards Eſfex, while he ſecretly 
made hinvſenſible of all his power ; yet with an art 
ſo profound, as left him no apparent right to com- | 
plain. He often reminded me of my promiſe, an1 
vowed to preſerve an undoubted claim to it, by ftill 
enduring for my fake. Overwhelmed with anxiety 
and perplexities, I hardly durſt look towards the un» 
Travelling of events ſo complicated, and wanted 1a 
dreadful ſuſpenſe the will of Heaven. It broke in_ 
thunder over me—the cruel fittation in which you. 
| Toon found yourſlelt, Lord Leiceiter's abrupt and im- 
RE | | | prudent 
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Prudent return on the news of it=the politic con= 


ſiruftion he gave that return to the fick and doting. | 


Queern—h-r ſudden reſolviion to marry him, and 
the immediate neceſſity of getting out of her power, 
| Which rengered. both him and you in. one hour miſer- 
able fugitives, were incidents ſo flrarge, rapid and 


_ unſuſpeRed, that I became. their victur,, ere I could _ 


any way account for it. DT Oe FEE 
The fatal morning of Lord Leicefter's return, you 


_ Jeſt him to attend the riſing of the Queen, which was 
. on that day your .periodical duty, IT wanted with im- - 


patience the event of my Lord's viſit to Elizabeth, in 
which my own ſafety, as well as yours, was immedi- 
ately concerned, A ſervant of Lady Pembroke's in 


whom ſhe repoſed great truſt, ſuddenly brought me 


word that a fright had thrown her into a premature 
TJabour, ard the danger was fo imminent, that even 


_ while we ſpoke ſhe —_ breathe her laft ; neverthe- 


leſs the meſſenger, in her name, urged me to haften_ 


to her, if I valued the letters I had lodged in her 
hands. TI gave way to the alarm without refleCtion, 
and accompanied the meſſenger inftantly; nor did 


_T meet in paſſing through the palace any of our wo-. 


men, or friends, to whom I could mention the cauſe 
of my ſuiden abſence. Bappily the danger of my 
much-loved friend was over ere I arrived, I preit 


her hand in filence, and togk from it the packet rela | 
tive to Effex, ſhe had kept ready to give me; which _ 


T put imo my boſom, and was haſtening back, when 


_ a ſtranger, as T pafſed thro' the outer court, preſented. 
me a note. The hand, my fluttered ſentes owned for 
that of Eflex. But why ſhould he return to Eng- 


land? A confufed fear *aroſe in my mind, which 


| hardly left me power to read It. It was anonymous, 
but I learnt from it, ©* he had been at the houſe of 


Lady Pembroke, where {ſhocked at the diſtreis into 
which her misfortune had juſt thrown her Lord, as 
well as the whole family, he found it vain to hope 


their aſhitance towards obtaining an interview with 


me, which nevertheleſs, was highly eſſential to the 
Peace and fatety of buth, He ended with conjuring 
| me 


_- 
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me to follow the bearer, if I wiſhed to fave him from 
 deſperation.'—Perhaps on the decifion of this impor- 
tant moment depended the peace of my whole future 
life. Too lurely my compliance infinitely lengthen= 
£d the fatal abſence from Court which enthralled me 
for many painful 'years ; and dearly did I expiate that 
firſt deviation from propriety and prudence. But 
are we always rulers over our feelings ? Mine were 
agitated with almoſt every poſſible cauſe, and cow- 
oo reaſon teo often retreats Nom the dangerous con- 
I ftept into a hired boat the meſſenger ſhewed me, 
which was rowed down the river, with the utmoſt ra- 
 Pidity. During the little voyage, I revolved in my 
mind every probable reaſon for this ſudden and 

alarming return of the Earl; but T was at Green- 
| wich, ere yet had fixed on one. TI landed at a foli- 
' tary garden belonging to Lord Southampton, and 
was conducted to a pavillion which overtung the wa=- 
ter, where I found Effex alone : pale, difordered, 
and undreſt, with every ſymptom of anxiety and fa-_ 
 tigue. Overwhelmed with I know not what agitati- 
'6n, I ſunk upon his ſhoulder, as he Enelt before me, 
and gave way to an uncertain preſentiment of ſad- 
neſs, a few hours aſter io fully verified. Not even 
| the charm of his voice could immediately ſoothe ſpi- 
 rits ſo many alarming circumſtances: had deeply agi- 
_ tated: nevertheleſs, on comprehending ſurmiſe, and 
not misfortune, had brought him thus ſuddenly to 
_ England, I felt my oppreficd heart breathe a little 
wore freely. I by and-bve underſtood that the ſole 
motive of thjs journey was the ſudden one of Lord 
Leiceſter; that by means of friends who ſurrounded 
your Lord, he had always endeavoured to keep a 
watchful eye on his actions; and ſound a packet of 
Jetters, brought by a truſty hand from England, had. 
agitated him fo firongly, as to make him refolve on 
leaving his command, and returning 1mnmediately, 
The communication of this myſterious reſolution re- 
termined him to follow the fleps of his General, 
wh'ch he was enabled to dv, as he fortunately par | 
only 


' only as a Volunteer, The impatience Lord Leiceſter 


diſcovered by his haſty journey, authoriſed the fears 

| of the rival who followed his ſteps; and perſuaded. 

him either that the ſecret of my birth had tranſpired, 

| or that ſome manceuvre was projetted, to diſpoſe of 
me as policy 'diftated. Rendered deſperate by {ſe 

fears, he had left every thing in train for an ime 

mediate return, if fortunately I was till at liber- 
ty; or if he could be the happy means of delivering 
- me,” in caſe the whole truth had been diſcovered z nor 

could he longer doubt but I would at laft conſent 

| to follow the fortunes of a man, who had never for a 

moment put all the hopes he might perhaps Sully 

form, in competition with the ſingle one of poſſeſſing. 


me, 'The generous error of his conduQ could not. 


_ offend me, but perſuaded my own ſituation was not 
fo deſperate as he repreſented 'it, I accounted to him 
for Lord Leiceſtet's precipitate Journey, by ac-_ 
knowledging the ' truth 3 and urged him to leave | 

_ England dire&!*, that even his having viſited it might 
_- never tranſpire, But I talked to one who no longer 


| attended to me. His eyes wandered wildly over my 


| features, while his whole ſoul was engrofſed by his 
favourite projet, Poſſeſſed and diſtracted with the 
| tdea, that Lord Leiceſter wonld infallibly ruin his 
hopes, by diſpoſing of me if ever I was again in his 
| power, not all my vows of everlaſting love and fide- 
 lity co him, nor” promiſes of the moſt obſtinate refiſt-. 


ance to every other propoſal could avail, © You are 


gone, you are loſt to me for ever, if once theſe eyes 


| loſe fight of you,” was his impaſhoned reply, a thou- 


ſand times repeated to all my arguments and intrea- 
ties—'* Ir is the criſis of our fate, my love, would he | 
cry,—yield, oh yield to it! Admitting you are proof - 
againſt trials you cannot gueſs at till too: late, how 


know you but | may be ſacrificed ? Sir Francis Wal- 


 fingham already repents conſenting to annul the con- 


tract between me and his daughter : ſhe is already 


widowed : a hint would engage Lord Leicefter to fa- 


_ vor its renewal (for do not his views coincide with 
that projeQ?) a word from him would determine the 
bu voy Ss gps - "55.  QWon 
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Queen in its favour ; and-a command from her, dif- 


 dbeyed, would 'exile me for life. Thus, my ſweet 
Ellen, continued this agitated lover, you not only 
_ put your own fate in the hands of a man, who will. 
never conſent to unite 1t with mine, but even ſhould 
you have reſolution to refiſt his will, you deliver up 
_ to... a wretCh you ſay you dearly love, and who cer- 
_ tainly loves you to madneſs. Bathing the hands he 


gra!) d, with precious drops of tenderneſs and an- 


guith, he held them alternately to his lips and heart. 
 —What was the diſtration of my ſoul at that mo-_ 
ment ?—Inexorably ta refuſe was the hard duty im- 


poſed by my reaſon, while my ſoul even melted with 


ndnefs. . Put the fear that 1. ſhould entail misfortune 
on the dear choice of my heart ; obſcured at once the 
brilliant fortune which , ſeemed to. ſpread before his 


_ Youthful ſteps, and track them perhaps with blood 
_ a juſt remembrance of the ſevere cenſure I had paſl- 


ed on your conduQ, under circumſtances not leſs 


trying, and a conviQtion that ſuch a compliance 


would infallibly , endanger your ſafety, made me re- 


 Jolve to aR up to my ſenſe of reQtitude, at whatever 


price, , I colleQted theſe reaſons, and many more, 


- which have now eſcaped my mind, to prepare Eſſex 

_ for a diſappointment, :I was ſure he would feel but. 

| too ſenſibly ; and ſtrove to reconcile him to the refu- 

| fal, by convincing him his own welfare was the chief 

cauſe of it, Perhaps in truth, it was; for hardly 

| can the ſun tinge the dew-drops with more various 

hues than the foul will caſt upon its feelings. I a 

_ thouſand times aſſured him, ** that to be the ſole ob-_ 

Je& of his heart, did not give me more pleaſure, 
than to ſee him the admiration of the kingdom. The 
happy promiſe of his youth, I added, had centered. 


every eye, and every hope in him, What then would 
be my grief and difappointment, if the coming years. 


| which ought to crown him with glory, were to bury 


him in obſcurity, or ſteep him in_forrow—that na» 
ture had formed; me with a ſtrength of mind to view 
every ſituation in its true light 3 mor could 1 ounprive ; 
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zil human paſſions in love, though T thought it, per-* 
_ haps, the leading one. Fill up' the: interval of our ſe-" 
_ paration, my[Lord, cried: ],. with a long ſucceſſion! of 
_ fuch heroic ations, as-may. give to our union, when-' 
_ ever Heaven permits it,, the only happineſs not-com-! 
_ priſed, in itſelf—the facred ſenſe of having deferved- 
It, Norſhall the gentler virtues of my ſex: be want-+ 
_ ing; time, patience, and fortitude,. often conquer fate” 
| herſelf; nor will ] ever yield to Lord Leicefter, an- 
obedience I do: not ewe him, though for: my ſiſter's 
ſake I ſhall condeſcend to 'temporize, in inflanees of 
leſs importance. Plighted to you by every tye, the” 
rights of the church could only ratify a claim, which 
will from this moment make my acceptance of ano- 
ther, an adultery of the worſt kind, Haſten back 
_ then, my dear Efex z conceal, if poſſible, that you- 
| have been abſent, and beware how you expoſe to' the 
_ eyes of Lord Leiceſter a fuſpicion of his honor, he” 
would. never, perhaps, pardon,” ' I broke” from his 
_ arms, ſtrengthened, ſurely, by fome ' ſupernatural” 
aid, —* Yet ſtay, my beloved, my worſhipped Ellinor 
—Oh yet be perſnaded—yow leave me for ever—theſe- 
_ aching eyes ſec you for the laſt time—never, oh never, 
ſhall [ now call you mine,” —Such were the paſſionate. 
_ exclamations. which vibrated on my quickened ſenſe, 
_ as } flew towards the boat, and: ordered the  men' to” 
row to London. My full eyes 'ſtill ſoughtr' that - 
graceful form, which with folded arms, and a dejeQted 
_ air, hung over .the terracez and my heart diffolved 
_ at the accents which lingered fhll on'my ear. © Alas, I 
_ not then how far they were prophetic -' 

_ Such was my confliQ, ſuch- my-'determination, dur- 
_ $29 the buſy. hours fraught with! your fate, and mine, 
my ſiſter.” The mind, however, {qon- Tecovers all its- 

_ vigor, whew 1t has dared to a& up to its duties, and 1 
had wept away my tender chaprin "ere I reached the 
Court, Ah, let me ſborten this part 'of my recital, 
left 1 raſhly pauſe to GR Heaven, why the moſt 

meritorious moment of my life became the cauſe of 


my ruin; I reached London, Matilda, two hours af- 
- 2 ON no<cr ts 
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ter you and Lord Leiceſter quitted itz and fearful of 


the appearance my long abſence might have even .in 


you eyes, did you know how my time had been'ſpent, 
reſolved to [tell you I had paſſed the day at Lady” 
Pembroke*s bedſide z and to avoid the enquiry of in- 


_ different, perſons, ſtole at the cloſe of the evening 


through the back courts : thus fatally eluding every 


watchful care of Lady Arundell, who had planted 
 aſſiduous friends, in every other avenue to the palace, 
ready to intercept me when returning, after ſhe 


had cauſed London to be -explored in vain to find 


me 4 
171, 


Ah, gracious heaven, what were my emotions when 
entering our apartment, I ſaw the Queen's women 


and officers in poſſeſſion of it! the diſorder of our 


cabinets and cheſts : every thing indicated a dangerous. 
diſcovery—a terror, for which there is no name, 


came over me. A joyful exclamation- on the part of 


thoſe into whoſe hands I had fallen, and a diſpatch to. 


the Queen, gave me reaſon to fear alike for my Ma- 
- enquiries I made, no other anſwer was 


given than that they were employed. to guard, and 
not to inform mez and an officer of the Queen's im». 


 mediately appeared to condut me to her preſence. 


Unable to command a ſingle moment of ſolitude an@ 


_ filence to regulate my thoughts or aQtions,. the paſt, 


the preſent, and the future, preſented only one wird 
chaos to my mind, which hardly the breath of Heaven 


ſeemed able to bring into order. Pale, horror-ſtruck, 


and ſpeechleſs, I was dragged like a criminal into" the. 
cloſet of the Queen z whoſe burning cheeks, and en-- 
raged eyes, told me in one killing look all I had to 


| dread. My conduQors -were ordered to. retire,” and - 


Lord Burleigh, with the old Lady Latimer, were the | 


' only ſpeRators of this dreadful interview, Scarce” 


could my trembling limbs ſu t me, or. my ſunk 
ſoul utter a ſingle word. Death—death in the moſt 
terrible form - glared upon  me—— What do I fay,' 


| death ! Oh, that I had feared no other evil !—Grief, | 


inſult, obloquy, all that can add horrors to the grave 
a Rn, | promiſed 
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' promiſed to forerun it, The remembrance of the 
_ packet of letters, the teſtimonials of my birth, what- 
ever was wanting to confirm the doubts of Elizabeth, 
_ or redouble her rage, were all to be found about me. 
Matilda, Eſſex—thoſe forms ſo dear, gliſtered before 
_ my tearful eyes; and I ſeemed in this perilous mo- 
ment to drag down to the earth every human being 
I loved and valued, WE Os oy RL bole” nt 
Elizabeth gave way to that coarſe violence which 
marks her manners, Is there a vindiQtive or -oppro- 
bious. epithet. ſhe did not - exhauſt ? Lord- Burleigh, 
_ apprebending this ungoverned paſſion, 'would rather 
_ give than gain information, ſolicited her permiſſion. 


- to examine/,me, which ſhe. ſullenly granted. To alt 


| his artful and infidiouſs enquires I replied with truth, 
veiling only ſuch particulars of your life and my own - 
as malice might conſtrue into a crime z- always. refer-.. 
ring myſelf to Lord Leiceſter, in whoſe: boſom the 
| ſecret of our fate was, as the Queen well knew, depo-- 
ſited. *© Ah, ha, then, traitreis, cried Elizabeth, no-. 
longer able to contain her rage, her very eyes flaſhing 
fire, fo. thou wouldft. artfully feign ignorance of thy 
_ deteſted ſiſter's marriage with that villain thou: gloſſeſt. 
oyer ſo rarely z that information, I thank him, he bas 
_ thought proper to give me. under. his own hand, 
(pointing to a, paper lying, on the- table nrar her]. 
take that truth from me, and now unfold the reit,. 
. or tortures ſhall wring it from thee.” | MES Math 
She continued to ſpeak, but. I had: ceaſed. to hear: 
— breathleſs, mute, 6s ans We my feet ſeemed- to. 
| take root on the ſpot where I ſtood, and my tears . 
alone proved I was not marble, —Lord Leiceſter's. 
marriage acknowledged—authenticated at. ſuch. a, 
jJunQture—and by himſelf too—-Heavens,, what; a, 
Chaos did this news wake fin my mind.!=—"* Speak, 
| Jezebel! (exclaimed the exaſperated Queen, 1n_ a... 
tone almoſt as inarticulate through paſſion as mine 
was through fear) thou art ſtill in my power—though, . 
the perfidious villain I had. raiſed from, the duſt,, and. 
loaded with benefits, though be, I. fay, and, his mi-. 
BSI nition. 


iſtente, --thoſe teſtimonials of - my. 
one day to fix my rank -in lifes. attrated the eye 


nion have eſcaped my vengeance, thou art yet within 
my reach—tremble left thou ſhouldit anſwer, ſhould 
lrg” ii nn confer 3 0 OR ON Os 


Nan her wonet- tage cout] fully Kaye daded's 


pang to thoſe which at that 'moment overwhelmed 
me. Another killing truth had unwarily efcaped 


| her—Lord Leiceſter himſelf then thought there was 


no ſafety but in flight—he was gone, -and my fiſter, it 


was plain, had accompanied him— both ha@# furren- | 
_ dered me up a hopeleſs, helpleſs vitim, however un- 


offending-—even tears, as well as language, now 


failed me, «and my "brain ſhot throvgh with fire. 


Oh, Effex, in this moment T' yet remembered thee. 
'Thy'laſt words yet rung in my- ears, atid my foul. 


| ſirvgyled with the deep regret 1 felt for having ſcorn- | 
_ ed'thy proejeQithrough a vain, vain generoſity. Eliza- 
beth finding threats 'and interrogations” alike loſt on a 


girl whoſe-abſent ſenſes ſeemed to have wholly retired 


_ ito her heat, now gave way to: one of her violent 
_ tranſportsy/ ſhe threw a large” book 'of devotion, 


which lay by her on the table, with fo good an, aim. 


that it ſiruck-me- on the- temple, and I ſunk feriſeleſs 
_ fo the earth, The attendants were all called in, and: 


my laces cut, as having fainted, the Queen not chuſe” 
ing to. avow a refentttient ſo groſsl4 exprefied.' A 
ribbon, from whence'hung the dearer part of my exe 

birth th, which were- 


. 


of Elizabeth. The ready- attendants diſengaged and 


_ preſented them to-hef hand, together with the packet 
containing my eorteſpondence' with Fſfex, TI way 


inſenfibly teviving when ſhe pernſed the firſt, but 


ſurely that moment half” avenged me.—Never did 
 mind- or body undergo 'a greater revolution—rage 


evaporated at onee—ſurprize;- grief, confuſion, ſilence - 
ſucceeded z' with a face pale as my own, trembling 
hands, and failing eyes,. over. and over again did ſhe 
examine the inconteſtible proofs of ſo ſurprizing an. 

cvent: then wildly glancing towards my features, 

tore the papers: into atoms, ſhe never: thought ſmall 
enough, os 


During 
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| During this interval, I had fo far recovered myſelf 
as to be capable of ſpeakingz but ſcarce had I utter- 
ed a ſound, ers ſhe ſtarted, in her turn, afraid to hear; 
© fake her away on your lives, cried ſhe, in a broken 
 andinwerd voicez convey her into my little cloſet, 
nor let one ſoul ſee or ſpeak to her, as you value 
_ my favor.” The ſervile flaves of her will executed _ 


this order with the utmoſt alacrity ; and the rom was 


guarded by two officers, who took from me, every. 
means of eſcape or death, Alias! I thought not of 
| either. Yielding to the deſolating flood which had in 
one hour encompaſſed me, I braved the future.—Be- 
_ trayed, delivered up by Lord Leiceſter,—negleRed, 
forgotten by my ſiſler—the pair for whom alone L 
ſeemed hitherto to have lived; had fate another blow 
in ſtore? Yet even if ſo, it muſt ſport with human. 
' miſery to leyel it at me, when thoſe already given. 
were mortal. A ſtern and ſullen deſpair ſucceeded 
| the keen viciflitude of emotions which had marked 
the laſt hour of my life z I confidered myſelf as the de- 
' voted of Heaven and .man, and reſolved to oppoſe a 
heart rendered callous by injury, to every future 
ſtroke of fortune, CR In get F5gte bug : 
Elizabeth forgot not her uſual policy even while 
overwhelmed with ſurpriſe; the room in which ſhe 
| had ordered me to be confined, had another door, 
_ which led to private paſſages through the palace, and 
from this entrance a guard approached at midnight, 
and informed me it was the pleaſure of the Queen 
that I ſhouid follow them. I obeyed in ſilence, and 
getting into a litter I found at the garden gate, en- 
quired not even my deſtination, I travelled almoſt 
without reſting for two days and a night; care having 
been taken to. provide relays, which were every where 
ready, During the firſt day's journey a ond attend- 
ed, but all proſpe&t of my being releaſed by human 
 alliſtance then ceaſing, I found myſelf delivered into 
"the charge of Lord Burleigh and his ſervants. My 
deep perturbations began now to ſubſide, and my 
foul inclined to its wonted habits: though to have 
| been 
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_ | been betrayed by Lord Leiceſter and my ſiſter, was a 
v4 Tecolletion my wounded feelings had not yet cou- 
rage enough to cope with. Alas, how ſhould they? 
Z | When the paſſions are permitted to decide our con- 
OE duQ, however heroic it proves, we claim not thoſe 
returns reaſon tells us are due to every inſtance of 
virtue, which. had no other incentive than reaſon, 
| Ah, Effex ! dear prophetic Efſex! ſighed my heart at 
——_ ſome moments, why, why did I 1nexorably reje& 
thy generous propoſal? that ungrateful fiſter to 
whoſe ſafety I ſacrificed the ſweeteſt hopes of my 
. life, manacles thy devoted love z and flies far away 
| | to take ſhelter in that country I dared not ſeek even 
Z under thy proteQion, | —\ a | 
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